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Why also is it that hundreds of drug
smugglers flee to Mexico, but we never
try to track them down until they will
aid in prosecuting border agents?
Those who do a difficult job of pro-
tecting our borders need all the help
they can get.”

Mr. Speaker, America needs to vigor-
ously prosecute criminals who assault
our border agents. After all, they are
the first line of defense from the illegal
invasion into our homeland.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

WE NEED A COMPREHENSIVE
IMMIGRATION REFORM PACKAGE

(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to make clear once again the im-
mediate need for a comprehensive im-
migration reform package.

The L.A. Times yesterday reported
that seven of the largest tunnels dis-
covered under the U.S.-Mexico border
in recent years have still yet to be
filled in. This troubles me for many
reasons, not the least of which because
smugglers have tried to use these pas-
sages before.

We need to work in a bipartisan fash-
ion to end illegal immigration. And we
have to focus our attention on those
who wish to do America harm, whether
they are drug smugglers, human smug-
glers or terrorists.

President Bush made it very clear
last week in the State of the Union ad-
dress that we need to have a serious
civil and conclusive debate on illegal
immigration. I agree, and I look for-
ward to doing just that, working with
the administration and my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle to do just
that.

My district in southern Arizona con-
tinues to bear the brunt of the crisis,
whether it is in our schools, our law
enforcement, our first responders or in
our hospitals. It is time to do what is
necessary to secure the border now.

————
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SOCIAL SECURITY TOTALIZATION
AGREEMENT WITH MEXICO

(Mr. GOODE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOODE. Mr. Speaker, on June 29,
2004, the United States Social Security
Commissioner and the Director Gen-
eral of the Mexican Social Security In-
stitute entered into a Social Security
totalization agreement between Mexico
and the United States.

The U.S. has totalization agreements
with 20 other countries. However, all of
these, except Canada, are with coun-
tries a substantial distance away. As a
result, they involve relatively few
workers and have little or no impact
on illegal immigration. Unfortunately,
the Mexican totalization agreement
will be a huge incentive for increased
illegal immigration.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Under this agreement, if there is am-
nesty and a glide path to citizenship,
illegal aliens will be able to qualify
their work in the United States for So-
cial Security funds. This would result
in a huge increase in Social Security
costs for the United States at a time
when we are wrestling with reforming
that system.

We need to stop the totalization
agreement and preserve Social Secu-
rity.

———

WISHING HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
MARION STOUT ON HER 111TH
BIRTHDAY

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
wish a happy birthday today to my
constituent, Marion Stout. She is 111
today and is now the oldest person in
Tennessee.

She never misses a church service at
Second Presbyterian Church in Knox-
ville. She walks two or three times a
week with her caregiver, who says she
walks until she gets tired, but she
never gets tired. For her walks, she al-
ways wears a pretty dress, heels and
rouge to highlight her blue eyes.

No matter what small thing someone
does for her, she always says thank
you. She says, I eat right, take care of
myself and stay positive.

She bought some GE stock when she
was 102 because she wanted a good,
long-term investment.

I know the entire House wants to join
me in wishing Marion Stout a happy
111th birthday today.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.J. RES. 20, FURTHER CON-
TINUING APPROPRIATIONS, FIS-
CAL YEAR 2007

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 116 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 116

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 20)
making further continuing appropriations
for the fiscal year 2007, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against the joint
resolution and against its consideration are
waived except those arising under clause 9 or
10 of rule XXI. The joint resolution shall be
considered as read. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the joint
resolution to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Appropriations; and (2) one
motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from New York (Ms. SLAUGH-
TER) is recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
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tleman from Washington (Mr.
HASTINGS), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

(Ms. SLAUGHTER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, H.
Res. 116 provides for consideration of
H.J. Res. 20, the continuing resolution
for fiscal year 2007. It may seem
strange that we are doing that at this
late date.

The rule provides 1 hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber on the Committee on Appropria-
tions. The rule also provides one mo-
tion to recommit.

Mr. Speaker, every Congress has a
constitutional responsibility to be good
stewards of the money given to it by
the American people, but the last Con-
gress failed to live up to this duty. Of
the 11 appropriations bills it was sup-
posed to pass in 2006, only two were
completed. The others were abandoned,
left for the incoming Democratic Con-
gress to deal with.

My fellow Democrats and I could
have approached this responsibility in
the way it was approached last year,
but we promised to run the House dif-
ferently, to run it responsibly, and that
is exactly what we intend to do.

We had a mess to clean up, Mr.
Speaker. The budget failures of the
past Republican Congress have vastly
increased our national debt, but they
did more than that. They left agencies,
States and localities in limbo for
months concerning their future fund-
ing. What is more, we have seen an ex-
plosion in earmarks over the last 12
years in Washington, earmarks that
had greased the wheels of an out-of-
control congressional machinery.

The number of earmarks approved by
the House had, according to estimates
by even the most conservative of
groups, doubled and tripled in recent
Congresses, and for every shameful, un-
justifiable bridge to nowhere that was
exposed and shouted down by the pub-
lic, many more questionable earmarks
slipped through undetected, a few lines
here or there in a large bill, misspend-
ing the people’s money and taking ad-
vantage of their trust.

The Democrats have pledged to fun-
damentally reform the way earmarks
are passed into law by this body, to
bring transparency to a process that
until recently had been deliberately
shrouded in darkness.

The Rules reform package that we
enacted on the first day of this Con-
gress will shed new and much-needed
light on the earmarking process. It will
require the full disclosure of all ear-
marks proposed by Members of the
House. If a project is worth funding,
then the Representative requesting it
should have no qualms with standing
up publicly on its behalf.
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