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CHARACTER COUNTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. CAPPS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to commend and highlight the
wonderful education framework called
Character Counts.

I am very proud of the Santa Barbara
YMCA and the Santa Barbara county
education programs in my district that
support this important framework
which promotes civil responsibility
through the following six pillars.

The first pillar is called ‘‘trust-
worthiness.”” This program teaches
children and young adults the value of
reliability, honesty, loyalty and the
courage to do the right thing. It is fol-
lowed in sequence by a pillar named
“‘respect.”

Respect encourages students to treat
others with the same kind of tolerance
of differences and consideration that
they would wish to be treated them-
selves. It is never too early to begin to
teach that framework that is centered
around respect for one’s self and re-
spect for others.

The third pillar in the framework
called Character Counts is titled ‘‘re-
sponsibility,”” which teaches young
people to consider the consequences of
their actions and to be accountable for
the choices that they make. Again, the
earlier we can begin to both model and
teach ways to make choices which lead
to good consequences for a young per-
son’s life, the better the results can be
for them and for those with whom they
associate.

Then we have the pillar of Character
Counts that is labeled ‘‘fairness,” and
that is easy to see but it is hard to
teach. It is taught by repetition on a
playground, in a classroom, by fol-
lowing rules and understanding why
rules are established, to be open-mind-
ed and not to take advantage of others,
to learn to wait for one’s turn.

Then we come to the pillar of respon-
sibility called ‘‘caring.” Caring can be
described in so many ways, but again,
we learn to be caring individuals by
seeing how others care for us and we
begin to experience compassion, grati-
tude, forgiveness. These are behaviors
that we want to repeat with young peo-
ple over and over again until they be-
come second-hand.

Finally, we come to the sixth pillar
in this framework called Character
Counts which is labeled ‘‘citizenship.”
Here we teach students the merits of
getting involved in making a commu-
nity an environment, a place where
they would want to live and be them-
selves and where they can see the bene-
fits for those they care about.

Madam Speaker, last October I had a
chance to see Character Counts first-
hand in my district on two separate oc-
casions. I attended the Fifth Annual
Civic Mission of Schools Forum spon-
sored by the county schools office. I
also was part of the Santa Barbara
YMCA Character Counts event where
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each of these promoted these six pil-
lars.

So I want to particularly thank Art
Fisher for his dedication and his tire-
less work toward civic education at the
Santa Barbara County Education Of-
fice. I know that the work he is doing
to teach our children the value of re-
sponsibility, respect, honesty and com-
passion is remarkable.

I want also to highlight the work of
Aaron Martinez at the Santa Barbara
YMCA in promoting the very same pro-
gram for children as young as 2 and 3
yvears old, stretching all the way
through every age of life, which is what
the YMCA is all about.

By promoting these six pillars of
Character Counts, the YMCA gives our
children, our young people, lifelong
tools for success, and of course, our
children will be the leaders of tomor-
Tow.

So these lessons are invaluable, not
just for them and for their day-to-day
life but also for the future of our com-
munity and our society.

I told these young people as I lis-
tened to them describe these pillars
that from what I have seen in Wash-
ington, D.C., and in the House of Rep-
resentatives in the Congress, these
principles of trustworthiness, respect,
responsibility, fairness, caring and citi-
zenship are absolutely necessary for
making decisions affecting their lives
and should be important for us to
model here in the United States Con-
gress ourselves.

I told them that I could envision
these six pillars here on the floor of the
House of Representatives, that we
would say to ourselves every day that
just as we want to teach these values
to our young people we want to model
them here.

We need to set the example in our
own House to remind our children that
character does count.

———
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

HONORING DEL REEVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and pay tribute to a
proud son of Sparta, North Carolina,
country singer and Grand Ole Opry leg-
end, Del Reeves. Del Reeves passed
away after a long and painful battle
with emphysema on New Year’s Day
2007.

Del Reeves was born in 1933 and was
named Franklin Delano Reeves after
Franklin Delano Roosevelt who was
nominated to be the Democratic Presi-
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dential candidate just a few days before
his birth. Del was a driven individual
who knew at a very young age that he
wanted to be a performer.

As a young child, Del spoke of music
on the radio and said, ‘I listened on
the radio on Saturday nights and it
was the ultimate,” referring to the
Grand Ole Opry. ‘“‘As a child, I told my
daddy I was going to sing on the Opry
one day. He said, ‘Yeah, sure you are.’
I kept my goal in mind and in ’'66 we
achieved it.”” He was one of the select
members of the Grand Ole Opry for 40
years.

Del achieved that goal and many oth-
ers. From a very young age, Del would
borrow his brothers’ instruments, and
by the time Del had turned 12 years
old, he had become a local radio star on
WPAQ in Mount Airy on the ‘“Merry Go
Round Show,” a program which is still
aired today.
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But this was just a start for Del
Reeves. He went on for years per-
forming and recording numerous hits,
including 55 charted hits, two of them
in the top 10.

Del was just more than a performer.
He attended what is now Appalachian
State University and served in the Air
Force at Travis Air Force Base, where
he wrote a number of his songs.

Del was very dedicated to his home-
town and the advancement of others.
He started the Del Reeves Scholarship
Fund, and for 10 years came back to
Alleghany for the ‘‘Del Reeves Home-
coming,”” where he held concerts to
benefit the scholarship fund he set up.

I am so proud that Del, a Sparta na-
tive, was successful in his performing
career, yet never lost touch with his
roots and never let go of his dedication
to helping others. Del had a wonderful
career that spanned over 40 years. Be-
yond being a member of the elite group
of the Grand Ole Opry, Del also wrote
and performed a number of hit songs
and appeared in eight movies, includ-
ing ‘“‘Sam Whiskey,” starring Bert Rey-
nolds and Clint Walker. Del also
worked in television, hosting a TV pro-
gram called the ‘“Del Reeves’ Country
Carnival.”

Some of Del’s greatest hits were
“The Belles of the Southern Belle,” his
first hit in 1963; ‘“The Girl on the Bill-
board,” his number one billboard hit;
“Sing a Little Song of Heartache,”
which he wrote with his wife; and
“Looking Through the Windshield,”
his trucker anthem released in 1965.

Other notable hits that charmed and
thrilled country music fans were hits
such as ‘“Women Do Funny Things to
Me,” “Good Time Charlie’s,” ‘“Be
Glad” and the ‘‘Philadelphia Fillies.”
In addition, Del wrote many songs for
country legends such as Carl Smith,
Roy Drusky, Rose Maddox and Sheb
Wooly. Del enjoyed performing lighter
material as well as singing ballads, and
he reflected on that saying, ‘“‘Under
this clown’s face, there’s a serious guy

. . I've been clowning as long as I can
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