CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

As is clear from the current debate in re-
sponse to the release of the IPCC report, we
have yet to agree on how much more informa-
tion, if any, is needed before we take actions
to slow the effects of human activities on glob-
al change. These are tough policy questions
that we will continue to wrestle with. This bill
does not offer specific policy direction, but it
does affirm the need for the continued strong
federal support for global change research,
and it does map out a new emphasis on the
production of information needed to inform
these important policy debates. As the world’s
leader in science and technology, it is incum-
bent on us to develop solutions that will pro-
tect our planet’s resources and permit contin-
ued economic and social progress for our Na-
tion and for the world.

———
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Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | stand be-
fore you today to acknowledge the importance
of the economic relationship between the
United States and the Caribbean and to enter
into the RECORD an article from the Carib
News by Tony Best entitled “A Picture of U.S.-
Barbados Trade.”

For many years, the United States has cul-
tivated a trade relationship with the Caribbean
that goes far beyond rum. As a result, both
the U.S. and the Caribbean have benefited. In
recent years, trade in the areas of natural gas,
garments, seafood, sodium hydroxide, per-
oxide, and textiles are noteworthy.

A focus on Trinidad and Tobago is particu-
larly important because Trinidad and Tobago
is an abundant energy producing nation with
60 percent of the oil reserves in the Carib-
bean. The U.S. receives the majority of its nat-
ural gas imports from this resource rich nation
and imported over $1.7 billion of various en-
ergy commodities in 2005. That is remarkable.

In turn, the U.S. has exported approximately
$491 million in industrial commodities such as
computers, cell phone transmission equip-
ment, and lab furnaces, just to name a few, to
Trinidad and Tobago.

Another key trade area is with textiles. The
nation of Haiti exported $169 million in gar-
ments, while the U.S. reciprocated with im-
ports of $124 million.

The Caribbean U.S. trade relationship con-
tinues to grow and provide mutually beneficial
benefits for both the U.S. and the Caribbean
nations.

A PICTURE OF U.S.-BARBADOS TRADE
(By Tony Best)

How solid is your knowledge of U.S.-Carib-
bean trade? To find out take the trade test.

First question: Name the Caricom state
which has a whopping $6 billion trade surplus
with the U.S.?

Second query: Identify the country which
exports tens of millions of dollars in live
crustaceans—mostly aquatic species with a
hard shell and many legs, such as lobsters,
crabs and shrimp—every year but ends up
with a $1 billion deficit with the U.S.

How about the nation whose beer exports
went through the roof but its garment ex-

ports have fallen sharply in recent years. At
the same time, this country bought large
amounts of sodium hydroxide and peroxide
from the U.S.

Then there is the coastal state, which
often sells more sweaters, pullovers, vests
and other garments to the U.S. than it buys
American made T-shirts and tank tops?

Finally, list the island whose Cricket
World Cup construction could boost its trade
with the U.S.

If you identified Trinidad and Tobago as
the Caribbean nation, one of the 16 Western
Hemisphere nations with a healthy trade
balance with the economic giant next door,
you would be right on the money. But if your
answer about the exporter of $45 million in
lobsters and crabs to Florida and other parts
of the U.S. as the Dominican Republic you
would be away off base. Actually, the coun-
try was the Bahamas.

On the other hand Jamaica’s textile indus-
try was not a strong exporter in 2005, the lat-
est year for which there was trade data. Ex-
ports of Jamaica-made garments plunged to
$565.5 million down from $82 million the year
before. However, it did export $23.5 million in
beer, up by 82 percent over 2004 but bought
$113 million in sodium hydroxide and per-
oxide, a 119 percent jump. It exported 60 per-
cent more aluminum ores and concentrate to
the U.S. in 2005 than it did in 2004. Those ex-
ports amounted to almost $69 million.

Like Jamaica, Haiti exports large amounts
of textiles but unlike its Caricom partner,
the French-speaking republic exported al-
most $100 million more in garments to the
U.S. than it bought, $169 million in exports
as compared with $124 million in imports of
T-shirts, tank tops and knit or crocheted
items. But the U.S. turned around and sold
an extra $52.4 million in miscellaneous knit-
ted or crocheted fabrics to Haiti.

Barbados, which will play host to the
Cricket World Cup final in April, is experi-
encing a construction boom and analysts be-
lieve the major sporting event could trigger
more trade with the U.S.

The picture of Caribbean-U.S. trade was
sketched from U.S. Census Bureau data and
published in a guide on U.S. trade in the
Western Hemisphere distributed by World
City, a journal that emphasizes global trade.

What the figures and analyses show, ac-
cording to trade specialists, is that as Carib-
bean nations continue their efforts to diver-
sify their economies, export trade with the
U.S. hasn’t come close to reducing the domi-
nant role played by the U.S.

Energy-rich Trinidad and Tobago is by far
the most successful Caribbean exporter and
that’s attributed to the fact that the twin-is-
land nation is the largest natural gas sup-
plier to the U.S., which bought $3.3 billion in
liquefied natural gas from the ethnically di-
verse country. Trinidad controls 60 percent
of Caribbean’s oil reserves. In 2005, for in-
stance, it sold $3.3 billion in petroleum gases
to the U.S.; $1.2 billion in ammonia; $1.2 bil-
lion in crude oil; $972 million in non-crude
oil; $714 million in acyclic alcohols; and $101
million in nitrogenous fertilizers.

On the other side of the trade ledger, the
U.S. exported almost $250 million in machin-
ery to Trinidad, over $46 million in electrical
equipment for line telephony; $36 million in
computers; and $29 million in ‘‘transmission
apparatus for cellular phones. Add another
$28 million in industrial or lab furnaces and
ovens; $84 million in low value shipments;
and $18 million in iron or steel tubes and
pipefittings and it would become clear that
Trinidad and Tobago’s industrial base is ex-
panding.

In much the same way that Jamaica’s oil
imports from the U.S. skyrocketed to unbe-
lievable levels in 2005, Barbados saw its re-
fined oil imports rise by 127 percent, going to
almost $18 million.
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In the end, Barbados sold a mere $32 mil-
lion in goods to the U.S. while it imported
close to $400 million. Its deficit with the eco-
nomic colossus in the north was $360 million.
Between them their trade rose by 10 percent,
reaching $424.7 million.

Guyana was another Caribbean state whose
trade with the U.S. rose in 2005. Exports
went up marginally, by less than two percent
but the amount of U.S.-made goods jumped
by 26 percent, reaching $175 million, less
than half of what Barbados bought and close
to 10 percent of Jamaica’s imports of Amer-
ican commodities, which were valued at $1.6
billion.

Guyana’s key exports were aluminum ores
and concentrate valued at just under $50 mil-
lion; $32 million in live crustaceans; and $11
million in diamonds. Interestingly, the top
U.S. commodity exported to Guyana was
listed as ‘‘charitable items,” with a value of
about $42 million.

As for Guyana’s neighbors, the Census Bu-
reau’s data stated that in 2005:

St. Lucia-U.S. trade rose by almost 40 per-
cent in 2005, reaching $167 million. The U.S.
had a surplus of $107 million.

U.S. trade with Antigua jumped by almost
50 percent, reaching $149 million. U.S. export
went up by 51 percent and Antigua’s by less
than two percent.

St. Kitts-Nevis exported $49 million to the
U.s.

That was more than the combined totals of
Dominica $3.3 million, Grenada $5.8 million;
St. Antigua’s $4.4 million and Vincent’s $15.6
million.

It exported more than Barbados did to the
U.S. Electrical supplies, transformers and
other power supplies, electric motors, gen-
erators and sets accounted for more than $36
million of the total.

The Bahamas, whose negative trade pic-
ture of $1 billion made it Caricom’s largest,
was third on the list of Western Hemisphere
countries with large trade deficits.

Barbados was fourth on the trade deficit
ridden partners of the U.S. followed by Haiti,
Antigua, Belize, St. Lucia, Suriname, Gre-
nada, Guyana, St. Kitts-Nevis, and St. Vin-
cent.

———
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Will Gorman, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 214, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Will has been very active with his troop, par-
ticipating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Will has been involved with scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Will Gorman for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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