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the vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken tomorrow.

————

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE
LIFETIME CONTRIBUTIONS OF
RAFAEL JOSE DIAZ-BALART

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 131) recognizing
and honoring the lifetime contribu-
tions of Rafael José Diaz-Balart on the
dedication of the Rafael Diaz-Balart
Hall at the Florida International Uni-
versity College of Law.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RESs. 131

Whereas a native of Santiago de Cuba,
Rafael José Diaz-Balart completed his stud-
ies at the University of Havana with a law
degree in 1919;

Whereas soon after joining the Bar, he be-
came a municipal judge in the city of Palma
Soriano, where he served with distinction for
four years until, by civil service examina-
tion, he obtained the post of civil law notary
in the town of Banes in eastern Cuba;

Whereas, while maintaining his law prac-
tice, Rafael José Diaz-Balart was elected
City Council President and Mayor of Banes;

Whereas he was later elected Congressman
and transferred his law practice to the city
of Holguin and subsequently to Havana,
where he founded the law firm of Diaz-
Balart, Diaz-Balart and Amador, with his
son, Rafael Lincoln, and Rolando Amador;

Whereas, years later, also by examination,
Rafael José Diaz-Balart assumed the post of
Land Registrar, a prominent achievement
for lawyers in many civil law countries, in-
cluding Cuba;

Whereas Rafael José Diaz-Balart lived in
exile after 1959, and became a proud citizen
of the United States;

Whereas along with his son, Rafael Lincoln
Diaz-Balart, Rafael José Diaz-Balart com-
menced law school at the University of Ma-
drid, Spain, and in 1965, at age 66, earned a
second Law Degree;

Whereas Rafael José Diaz-Balart died in
Miami, Florida in 1985;

Whereas Rafael José Diaz-Balart instilled
not only in his son, but in his four grandsons
a sense honor and service, which led them to
become prominent members of American so-
ciety;

Whereas his son, Rafael Lincoln, was a
prominent member of the Cuban House of
Representatives, and his grandsons, Lincoln
Diaz-Balart and Mario Diaz-Balart were
elected to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives in 1992 and 2002, respectively,
Jose Diaz Balart became a prominent jour-
nalist as the Washington bureau chief for
Telemundo Network and was the first United
States journalist to host daily Spanish and
English language newscasts, and Rafael Diaz
Balart became a prominent Miami invest-
ment banker;

Whereas, on February 10, 2007, Florida
International University will dedicate the
Rafael Diaz-Balart Hall as the new home of
the College of Law;

Whereas Rafael Diaz-Balart Hall will pro-
vide a state-of-the-art facility for teaching,
research, and study, as well as scholarly and
social interaction; and

Whereas the Rafael Diaz-Balart Hall was
designed by the internationally renowned ar-
chitect Robert A. M. Stern, Dean of the
School of Architecture at Yale University:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives honors the lifetime accomplishments
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and legacy of Rafael José Diaz-Balart for his
numerous contributions to democracy, and
recognizes the Florida International Univer-
sity dedication of the Rafael Diaz-Balart
Hall at the College of Law as an appropriate
tribute in his memory.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. DAvVIsS) and the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. KELLER) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
request b legislative days during which
Members may insert material relevant
to H. Res. 131 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent to yield the
time to Representative MEEK from
Florida for the purpose of managing
the Democratic side of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it
is an honor to come before the House
today in support of Resolution 131, to
recognize Rafael José Diaz-Balart,
grandfather of two of our great col-
leagues here in this great House, LIN-
COLN and MARIO DIAZ-BALART.

Rafael Diaz-Balart was a native of
Santiago de Cuba and completed his
law degree at the University of Havana
in 1919. Soon after he joined the bar,
Rafael Diaz-Balart became the munic-
ipal judge in the city of Palma Soriano,
where he served with great distinction.
Four years later, he earned a post of
civil law notary in the town of Banes
in eastern Cuba, where he was later
then elected city council president and
mayor of the city.

Upon his election to the Cuban House
of Representatives, he founded the law
firm of Diaz-Balart, Diaz-Balart and
Amador in Havana, with his son,
Rafael Lincoln, MARIO and LINCOLN’s
father, and Rolando Amador. Years
later, he earned the post Land Reg-
istrar, a prominent achievement for
lawyers in Cuba.

After the 1959 coup, Rafael Diaz-
Balart lived in exile and became a
proud citizen of the United States. In
exile, Rafael José Diaz-Balart entered
law school at the University of Madrid,
and in 1965, at age 66, earned his second
law degree.

While Rafael Diaz-Balart had many
great accomplishments, his greatest of
all may have been the honor and sense
of duty that he instilled his son Rafael
Lincoln and his four grandsons: LIN-
COLN and MARIO, whom I proudly serve
with here in the House; also José, who
is a prominent journalist; and Rafael, a
successful businessman in Miami.
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This week Florida International Uni-
versity Law School will be dedicated in
the name of Rafael Diaz-Balart Hall, a
tribute to their grandfather. The key-
note address will be given by Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader-Ginsburg,
and there will be countless Federal,
State and local municipal elected offi-
cials.

This honor to the Diaz-Balart family
is a testimony to the American Dream.
Here is a family in a bloodline that left
Cuban exile, but came to the United
States to make this country better.

The entire family has contributed
not only to the south Florida commu-
nity, but the entire State of Florida,
and also this great country of ours,
which is the United States of America.

I think the House is full within its
right to be able to recognize this great
American for what he was able to do in
his contributions to those that not
only serve here in the House of Rep-
resentatives, but serve in the fields of
journalism and in business. I am hon-
ored to bring this to the floor at this
time.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. KELLER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself as much time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H. Res. 131, a resolution recognizing
and honoring the lifetime contribu-
tions of Rafael José Diaz-Balart, on the
dedication of the Rafael Diaz-Balart
Hall at the Florida International Uni-
versity College of Law.

I would like to thank my friend Mr.
MEEK for introducing this important
resolution.

The founding of the Florida Inter-
national University College of Law did
not become possible until 2000. The col-
lege of law received full accreditation
from the American Bar Association in
December 2006.

The law school is home to 382 law
students and 25 faculty members. The
Rafael Diaz-Balart Hall was designed
by the renowned architect and dean of
architecture at Yale University, Rob-
ert A.M. Stern. It incorporates two in-
terior courtyards, an atrium, a reading
room, an auditorium, a legal clinic,
and two teaching courtrooms. In addi-
tion, the hall will have two additional
rooms solely for expanding inter-
national and foreign law collections.

Of particular interest to the students
and the school are volumes focusing on
international organization and Carib-
bean and Latin American law.
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Rafael Diaz-Balart, for whom the hall
was named, was born in Cuba and
earned a law degree from the Univer-
sity of Havana in 1919. He later served
as a lawyer, a judge, president of the
city council and was eventually elected
mayor of the city of Banes and then
was elected congressman. Diaz-Balart
went into exile in 1959 and earned his
second law degree from the University
of Madrid in 1965. He died in Miami in
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