February 7, 2007

fighting this here in the United States.
The rate of perinatal HIV has de-
creased steadily from 122 in 2000 to 47
in 2004. Of course, the only acceptable
rate of mother-to-child transmission is
zero. However, we would do well to
achieve a similar 60 percent reduction
in all categories of HIV infection.

So today we focus on the HIV epi-
demic among African Americans. The
statistics are staggering, and it high-
lights the growing impact this epi-
demic has on African Americans.

In 1985, blacks accounted for 25 per-
cent of AIDS diagnosed, whereas in 2005
they accounted for 50 percent of new
diagnoses. This statistic is all the more
staggering because in 2005 African
Americans only made up 12 percent of
the population of this country.

In 2005, 75 out of every 100,000 African
Americans had AIDS, compared to only
7.5 out of every 100,000 whites.

Perhaps more disturbing, African
American women and children suffer at
a rate that is even greater than that of
African Americans overall.

Black women accounted for 67 per-
cent of new AIDS cases among women
in 2005, compared to 16 percent among
white women.

In 2005, young African Americans ac-
counted for only 15 percent of U.S.
teens, yet they accounted for 75 per-
cent of new AIDS cases.

In 2002, HIV was the number one
cause of death for black women be-
tween the ages of 256 and 34, and this is
why, Madam Speaker, that I started
the first-of-its-kind AIDS Walk for mi-
nority women and children and dedi-
cated that to minority women and chil-
dren. We celebrated 10 years last year
because of the staggering statistics
that we are still faced with, and we will
not stop until we eradicate this dread-
ful disease. It is ravishing the commu-
nities of Latinos, especially Latinas,
African American women and both our
children.

The devastating effects of this epi-
demic have not escaped the notice of
African American communities, in part
due to the success of the National
Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. Half
of the African Americans say the HIV/
AIDS is a more urgent problem than it
was a few years ago, and indeed, it is.
Half of African Americans also believe
that the U.S. is losing ground in the
fight against this epidemic domesti-
cally.

Today is an important day in the ef-
fort to increase awareness of the HIV/
AIDS epidemic in the African Amer-
ican community. However, awareness
is not enough. We must work toward
solutions to reduce and eventually
eradicate not only the racial dispari-
ties of HIV/AIDS, but the disease itself.
To do so we must increase funding for
domestic HIV/AIDS programs, particu-
larly those that target minorities. We
must strengthen our efforts to educate
the public, particularly young people.
We must work harder to encourage HIV
testing, and we must also work to care
for those who already have contracted
this devastating illness.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 547, ADVANCED FUELS IN-
FRASTRUCTURE RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT ACT

Ms. SLAUGHTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-9) on the
resolution (H. Res. 133) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 547) to
facilitate the development of markets
for alternative fuels and Ultra Low
Sulfur Diesel fuel through research, de-
velopment, and demonstration and
data collection, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

NYPD’S FINEST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 56 minutes.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, the NYPD
is one of the most recognizable police
departments not only in the United
States, but the world.

Nearly 38,000 strong, these brave men
and women protect and serve the great-
er New York metropolitan area and its
citizens. Being a peace officer in New
York City is a dangerous job. It has al-
ways been a dangerous job, and New
York peace officers risk their lives
daily.

The starting salary for a peace offi-
cer in New York City is $25,000, and
once they graduate from the academy,
it is only $32,000, almost poverty wages
in one of the most expensive cities in
the country to live in.

Yet, each year’s recruiting classes,
young men and women choose to wear
the blue uniform and badge of NYPD.
They choose to serve New York City
and its citizens with honor and brav-
ery.

Madam Speaker, I have had the op-
portunity as a former judge in Texas to
address NYPD peace officers, and after
we got through the language barrier, 1
found them to be dedicated keepers and
protectors of the law.

Officer Patrick Lynch, Christine
Schmidt and Joseph Cho are three of
the valiant PD police officers from New
York City. Little did they know that in
the early morning hours of February 5,
just a few days ago, they would make
and become a cut above the rest of us.

It all started with a guy by the name
of Danny Fernandez. He was broke, and
he was in debt, so he decided how he
was going to get some money to pay
his debt and pay off other expenses,
and he wanted to commit many serious
felony crimes ranging from robbery to
attempted murder.
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So to begin his crime spree, he need-
ed a weapon to commit these robberies.
So he decided to attack an NYPD offi-
cer to get a firearm. His choice was 30-
year-old Officer Joseph Cho, a 2-month
rookie assigned to late-night foot pa-
trol on the tough New York streets.

That night, Officer Cho unknowingly
became Fernandez’s target. Fernandez
attacked him and smashed Cho twice
over the head with a baseball bat.

Meanwhile, Officer Patrick Lynch,
another rookie, who was also out of the
academy just 2 months and assigned to
the latenight foot patrol, was on pa-
trol. Around 1:00 a.m., Officer Lynch
came face-to-face with the menacing
Fernandez, armed with a baseball bat,
standing over Officer Cho ready to
strike him a third time, even though
Officer Cho was on the ground.

So seeing Officer Cho on the ground,
unconscious, with the bat-wielding out-
law standing over him, Officer Lynch
charged after the suspect, and then he
radioed for backup. Responding to his
calls for assistance was Officer Chris-
tine Smith, a 26-year-old, yes, that is
right, rookie within NYPD.

She, like Officers Cho and Lynch, had
only been out of the academy for 2
months, and she was on foot patrol just
a few blocks away. She had given up a
career in teaching to become a peace
officer.

Together, this dynamic duo quickly
caught the outlaw and held him and
charged him with serious crimes.

Their bravery and heroism has
earned these three rookies commenda-
tions from NYPD Police Commissioner
Raymond Kelly. It has also earned
them the respect of their fellow offi-
cers and the gratitude of the entire
city.

Officer Cho received numerous skull
fractures and required 20 stitches, but
eventually he will recover. The crimi-
nal will be facing a jury in New York
City for his crimes against New York
City’s finest, the NYPD.

Lawmen and women like Officers
Lynch, Smith and Cho are a rare breed,
but they are the Americans who wear
the badge to protect and to serve. So,
today, we thank rookies Lynch,
Schmid and Cho and the thousands
other peace officers in this country for
their daily valor, courage and sense of
duty to the people. These individuals
fight the local thugs, child molesters,
robbers, Kkillers and street terrorists.
They do our work for us. They are what
stands between us, the law and the law-
less, and we thank them for that.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
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THE SURGE AND IRAQI FORCES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
SoLIs). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from West
Virginia (Ms. WOOLSEY) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, you
will recall that the hallmark of the
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