H1394

with the bill by the end of the week. Do
we have any plans as to how to deal
with that issue? Or do you have any in-
formation that I don’t have that would
suggest that it is likely that the Sen-
ate will have agreed to a bill that we
can agree to?

One option, obviously, would be agree
to the bill that the House sent over.
But I am interested in what happens on
Friday, and between now and Friday
that might settle that also, that im-
portant issue as well.

I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. HOYER. I thank my friend for
yielding.

The gentleman is correct. On Feb-
ruary 15, of course, the existing CR ex-
pires in terms of authorization for the
funding of the departments that were
unfunded in the budget cycle, in the
appropriation cycle, so that we need to
take action to keep the government op-
erating for all agencies other than
Homeland Security and the Defense
Department.

We are trying to plan on the contin-
gencies. Obviously, one of the alter-
natives you mentioned is one that we
would hope might be followed, and that
is the adoption of the House-passed CR,
which we think is one that obviously a
broad number of this House supported
in a bipartisan fashion. We would hope
that the other body would.

But if they do not move ahead, we
are discussing the possibility of some
short-term CR. But those discussions
have not moved beyond the contempla-
tion that they may be necessary. They
have not come to any decision as to
how long it would be.

Clearly, one of the problems, as the
gentleman knows, is we are leaving for
a week for the Presidents’ Day District
Work Period, so that we would not be
here at least for the following week.
One of the reasons obviously Friday
may be a very long day will be because
the CR will have expired if we don’t
pass something, and we may have to
deal with it that day, as well as ending
the debate that we referred to pre-
viously.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman
for that information.

I would assume that fairly early in
the week, it is likely, it is possible, at
least, that having to deal with that CR
question will appear to be likely rather
than not. I will be glad to join with you
in watching that closely early in the
week. We look forward to the debate.

Mr. HOYER. Will my friend yield?

Mr. BLUNT. I would.

Mr. HOYER. I don’t want to get into
a long debate, but I do want to make
an observation.

Mr. DREIER was critical that we put
today’s bill on the floor, and he indi-
cated he thought it would take just a
few minutes to pass and that every-
body would be for it. The Members
were hoping that would be the case.
But you never can tell.

Mr. BLUNT. I appreciate those com-
ments. And, of course, after the 6
weeks that we have had of no oppor-
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tunity to express our views, we were
eager to express those, and we were
grateful for the open rule. And, frank-
ly, we were able to, I think, bring some
good debate to the floor.

The re-voting issue surprised me be-
cause when we re-voted those amend-
ments that had been passed in the
House, on one amendment, 57 people
changed their mind between the vote
and the re-vote. And on another one, 25
people changed their mind. I had al-
ways assumed there was more consist-
ency in the voting than that, but I
guess 30 minutes can make a big dif-
ference in how that goes.

Mr. HOYER. If the gentleman will
yield.

Mr. BLUNT. I would yield.

Mr. HOYER. I think the expression
you saw was not on the merits of the
amendments.

Mr. BLUNT. That very well could be.
I am sure that those Members will be
able to explain that fully in that way.

I thank the gentleman for the infor-
mation.

——————

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMOR-
ROW, ADJOURNMENT TO MON-
DAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2007, HOUR
OF MEETING ON TUESDAY, FEB-
RUARY 13, 2007, AND HOUR OF
MEETING ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY
16, 2007

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 2 p.m. tomorrow; that when
the House adjourns on that day, it ad-
journ to meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday
next for morning hour debate; that
when the House adjourns on that day,
it adjourn to meet at 9 a.m. on Tues-
day, February 13, 2007, for morning
hour debate as though after May 14,
2007, thereafter to resume its session at
10 a.m.; and further, when the House
adjourns on Thursday, February 15, it
adjourn to meet at 9 a.m. on Friday,
February 16.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BERRY). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

———

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

——
ENERGY SECURITY

(Mr. SCHIFF asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, on Fri-
day, the Intergovernmental Panel on
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Climate Change released its fourth re-
port on the state of climate change
science. This report is the most com-
prehensive, unbiased summary of the
climate situation because it evaluates
all peer-reviewed research published
around the world and draws only the
most conservative conclusions.

The report found that the evidence of
global warming is unequivocal, and
that the culprit is almost certainly our
emissions.

However, this troubling scientific
consensus is not acceptable to some,
like the American Enterprise Institute,
which sent a letter to climate sci-
entists offering them $10,000 to write
articles challenging the IPCC’s anal-
ysis. This is an appalling attempt by
vested interests to buy science that is
more convenient for their outdated
philosophy. However, it is also encour-
aging because it demonstrates just how
desperate the climate skeptics are.

The IPCC report is the writing on the
wall. The American people are demand-
ing comprehensive climate change leg-
islation, and we can delay no longer.

————
HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker,
growing up, high school, college, even
in the Army, law school, people were
always coming up with these brain
twister questions they want you to
think about.

And as I sat here today thinking
through the debates going back and
forth, I had a question that I thought
might be good to ask. If a luxury jet
liner is flying, taking off from Wash-
ington, D.C., and flying nonstop to San
Francisco with one passenger and 16
crew members, and they land in San
Francisco with the one passenger, the
Speaker, and then, instead of stopping,
they refuel and take off nonstop for
American Samoa, at what point, if any,
during the flight do any of the crew
members fall under the minimum wage
requirements of the Federal Govern-
ment?

Interesting question.

————
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
SHEA-PORTER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

———

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL
RESOURCES, 110TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from West Virginia (Mr. RA-
HALL,) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to submit for printing in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD, pursuant to rule Xl, clause
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2(a) of the Rules of the House, a copy of the
Rules of the Committee on Natural Resources,
which were adopted at the organizational
meeting of the committee on February 7,
2007.

RULES FOR THE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RE-
SOURCES, U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
110TH CONGRESS

RULE 1. RULES OF THE HOUSE; VICE CHAIRMEN.

(a) Applicability of House Rules.

(1) The Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, so far as they are applicable, are the
rules of the Committee and its Subcommit-
tees.

(2) Each Subcommittee is part of the Com-
mittee and is subject to the authority, direc-
tion and rules of the Committee. References
in these rules to ‘‘Committee’ and ‘‘Chair-
man’’ shall apply to each Subcommittee and
its Chairman wherever applicable.

(3) House Rule XI is incorporated and made
a part of the rules of the Committee to the
extent applicable.

(b) Vice Chairmen.—Unless inconsistent
with other rules, the Chairman shall appoint
a Vice Chairman of the Committee and the
Subcommittee Chairmen will appoint Vice
Chairmen of each of the Subcommittees. If
the Chairman of the Committee or Sub-
committee is not present at any meeting of
the Committee or Subcommittee, as the case
may be, the Vice Chairman shall preside. If
the Vice Chairman is not present, the rank-
ing Member of the Majority party on the
Committee or Subcommittee who is present
shall preside at that meeting.

RULE 2. MEETINGS IN GENERAL.

(a) Scheduled Meetings.—The Committee
shall meet at 10 a.m. every Wednesday when
the House is in session, unless canceled by
the Chairman. The Committee shall also
meet at the call of the Chairman subject to
advance notice to all Members of the Com-
mittee. Special meetings shall be called and
convened by the Chairman as provided in
clause 2(c)(1) of House Rule XI. Any Com-
mittee meeting or hearing that conflicts
with a party caucus, conference, or similar
party meeting shall be rescheduled at the
discretion of the Chairman, in consultation
with the Ranking Minority Member. The
Committee may not sit during a joint ses-
sion of the House and Senate or during a re-
cess when a joint meeting of the House and
Senate is in progress.

(b) Open Meetings.—Each meeting for the
transaction of business, including the mark-
up of legislation, and each hearing of the
Committee or a Subcommittee shall be open
to the public, except as provided by clause
2(g) and clause 2(k) of House Rule XI.

(c) Broadcasting.— Whenever a meeting for
the transaction of business, including the
markup of legislation, or a hearing is open to
the public, that meeting or hearing shall be
open to coverage by television, radio, and
still photography in accordance with clause 4
of House Rule XI. The provisions of clause
4(f) of House Rule XI are specifically made
part of these rules by reference. Operation
and use of any Committee Internet broadcast
system shall be fair and nonpartisan and in
accordance with clause 4(b) of House Rule XI
and all other applicable rules of the Com-
mittee and the House.

(d) Oversight Plan.—No later than Feb-
ruary 15 of the first session of each Congress,
the Committee shall adopt its oversight
plans for that Congress in accordance with
clause 2(d)(1) of House Rule X.

RULE 3. PROCEDURES IN GENERAL.

(a) Agenda of Meetings; Information for
Members.—An agenda of the business to be
congsidered at meetings shall be delivered to
the office of each Member of the Committee
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no later than 48 hours before the meeting.
This requirement may be waived by a major-
ity vote of the Committee at the time of the
consideration of the measure or matter. To
the extent practicable, a summary of the
major provisions of any bill being considered
by the Committee, including the need for the
bill and its effect on current law, will be
available for the Members of the Committee
no later than 48 hours before the meeting.

(b) Meetings and Hearings to Begin
Promptly.—Each meeting or hearing of the
Committee shall begin promptly at the time
stipulated in the public announcement of the
meeting or hearing.

(c) Addressing the Committee.—A Com-
mittee Member may address the Committee
or a Subcommittee on any bill, motion, or
other matter under consideration or may
question a witness at a hearing only when
recognized by the Chairman for that purpose.
The time a Member may address the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee for any purpose or
to question a witness shall be limited to five
minutes, except as provided in Committee
Rule 4(g). A Member shall limit his remarks
to the subject matter under consideration.
The Chairman shall enforce the preceding
provision.

(d) Quorums.

(1) A majority of the Members shall con-
stitute a quorum for the reporting of any
measure or recommendation, the authorizing
of a subpoena, the closing of any meeting or
hearing to the public under clause 2(g)(1),
clause 2(g)(2)(A) and clause 2(k)(5)(B) of
House Rule XI, and the releasing of execu-
tive session materials under clause 2(k)(7) of
House Rule X. Testimony and evidence may
be received at any hearing at which there are
at least two Members of the Committee
present. For the purpose of transacting all
other business of the Committee, one third
of the Members shall constitute a quorum.

(2) When a call of the roll is required to as-
certain the presence of a quorum, the offices
of all Members shall be notified and the
Members shall have not less than 15 minutes
to prove their attendance. The Chairman
shall have the discretion to waive this re-
quirement when a quorum is actually
present or whenever a quorum is secured and
may direct the Chief Clerk to note the names
of all Members present within the IS-minute
period.

(e) Participation of Members in Committee
and Subcommittees.—All Members of the
Committee may sit with any Subcommittee
during any hearing, and by unanimous con-
sent of the Members of the Subcommittee
may participate in any meeting or hearing.
However, a Member who is not a Member of
the Subcommittee may not vote on any mat-
ter before the Subcommittee; be counted for
purposes of establishing a quorum or raise
points of order.

(f) Proxies.—No vote in the Committee or
its Subcommittees may be cast by proxy.

(g) Record Votes.—Record votes shall be
ordered on the demand of one-fifth of the
Members present, or by any Member in the
apparent absence of a quorum.

(h) Postponed Record Votes.

(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Chairman
may, after consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member, postpone further pro-
ceedings when a record vote is ordered on the
question of approving any measure or matter
or adopting an amendment. The Chairman
shall resume proceedings on a postponed re-
quest at any time after reasonable notice,
but no later than the next meeting day.

(2) Notwithstanding any intervening order
for the previous question, when proceedings
resume on a postponed question under para-
graph (1), an underlying proposition shall re-
main subject to further debate or amend-
ment to the same extent as when the ques-
tion was postponed.
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(3) This rule shall apply to Subcommittee
proceedings.

(i) Privileged Motions.—A motion to recess
from day to day, a motion to recess subject
to the call of the Chairman (within 24 hours),
and a motion to dispense with the first read-
ing (in full) of a bill or resolution if printed
copies are available, are nondebatable mo-
tions of high privilege.

(j) Layover and Copy of Bill.—No measure
or recommendation reported by a Sub-
committee shall be considered by the Com-
mittee until two calendar days from the
time of Subcommittee action. No bill shall
be considered by the Committee unless a
copy has been delivered to the office of each
Member of the Committee requesting a copy.
These requirements may be waived by a ma-
jority vote of the Committee at the time of
consideration of the measure or rec-
ommendation.

(k) Access to Dais and Conference Room.—
Access to the hearing rooms’ daises [and to
the conference rooms adjacent to the Com-
mittee hearing rooms] shall be limited to
Members of Congress and employees of the
Committee during a meeting of the Com-
mittee, except that Committee Members’
personal staff may be present on the daises if
their employing Member is the author of a
bill or amendment under consideration by
the Committee, but only during the time
that the bill or amendment is under active
consideration by the Committee. Access to
the conference rooms adjacent to the Com-
mittee hearing rooms shall be limited to
Members of Congress and employees of Con-
gress during a meeting of the Committee.

(1) Cellular Telephones.— The use of cel-
lular telephones is prohibited on the Com-
mittee dais or in the Committee hearing
rooms during a meeting of the Committee.

(m) Motion to go to Conference with the
Senate.—The Chairman may offer a motion
under clause 1 of Rule XXII whenever the
Chairman considers it appropriate.

RULE 4. HEARING PROCEDURES.

(a) Announcement.— The Chairman shall
publicly announce the date, place, and sub-
ject matter of any hearing at least one week
before the hearing unless the Chairman, with
the concurrence of the Ranking Minority
Member, determines that there is good cause
to begin the hearing sooner, or if the Com-
mittee so determines by majority vote. In
these cases, the Chairman shall publicly an-
nounce the hearing at the earliest possible
date. The Chief Clerk of the Committee shall
promptly notify the Daily Digest Clerk of
the Congressional Record and shall promptly
enter the appropriate information on the
Committee’s web site as soon as possible
after the public announcement is made.

(b) Written Statement; Oral Testimony.—
Each witness who is to appear before the
Committee or a Subcommittee shall file
with the Chief Clerk of the Committee or
Subcommittee Clerk, at least two working
days before the day of his or her appearance,
a written statement of proposed testimony.
Failure to comply with this requirement
may result in the exclusion of the written
testimony from the hearing record and/or
the barring of an oral presentation of the
testimony. Each witness shall limit his or
her oral presentation to a five-minute sum-
mary of the written statement, unless the
Chairman, in consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member, extends this time period.
In addition, all witnesses shall be required to
submit with their testimony a resume or
other statement describing their education,
employment, professional affiliations and
other background information pertinent to
their testimony.

(¢) Minority Witnesses.—When any hearing
is conducted by the Committee or any Sub-
committee upon any measure or matter, the
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Minority party Members on the Committee
or Subcommittee shall be entitled, upon re-
quest to the Chairman by a majority of those
Minority Members before the completion of
the hearing, to call witnesses selected by the
Minority to testify with respect to that
measure or matter during at least one day of
hearings thereon.

(d) Information for Members.—After an-
nouncement of a hearing, the Committee
shall make available as soon as practicable
to all Members of the Committee a tentative
witness list and to the extent practicable a
memorandum explaining the subject matter
of the hearing (including relevant legislative
reports and other necessary material). In ad-
dition, the Chairman shall make available to
the Members of the Committee any official
reports from departments and agencies on
the subject matter as they are received.

(e) Subpoenas.—The Committee or a Sub-
committee may authorize and issue a sub-
poena under clause 2(m) of House Rule XI if
authorized by a majority of the Members
voting. In addition, the Chairman of the
Committee may authorize and issue sub-
poenas during any period of time in which
the House of Representatives has adjourned
for more than three days. Subpoenas shall be
signed only by the Chairman of the Com-
mittee, or any Member of the Committee au-
thorized by the Committee, and may be
served by any person designated by the
Chairman or Member.

(f) Oaths.—The Chairman of the Com-
mittee or any Member designated by the
Chairman may administer oaths to any wit-
ness before the Committee. All witnesses ap-
pearing in hearings may be administered the
following oath by the Chairman or his des-
ignee prior to receiving the testimony: ‘“Do
you solemnly swear or affirm that the testi-
mony that you are about to give is the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,
so help you God?”’.

(g) Opening Statements;
Witnesses.

(1) Opening statements by Members may
not be presented orally, unless the Chairman
or his designee makes a statement, in which
case the Ranking Minority Member or his
designee may also make a statement. If a
witness scheduled to testify at any hearing
of the Committee is a constituent of a Mem-
ber of the Committee, that Member shall be
entitled to introduce the witness at the hear-
ing.

(2) The questioning of witnesses in Com-
mittee and Subcommittee hearings shall be
initiated by the Chairman, followed by the
Ranking Minority Member and all other
Members alternating between the Majority
and Minority parties. In recognizing Mem-
bers to question witnesses, the Chairman
shall take into consideration the ratio of the
Majority to Minority Members present and
shall establish the order of recognition for
questioning in a manner so as not to dis-
advantage the Members of the Majority or
the Members of the Minority. A motion is in
order to allow designated Majority and Mi-
nority party Members to question a witness
for a specified period to be equally divided
between the Majority and Minority parties.
This period shall not exceed one hour in the
aggregate.

(h) Materials for Hearing Record.—Any
materials submitted specifically for inclu-
sion in the hearing record must address the
announced subject matter of the hearing and
be submitted to the relevant Subcommittee
Clerk or Chief Clerk no later than 10 busi-
ness days following the last day of the hear-
ing.

(i) Claims of Privilege.—Claims of com-
mon-law privileges made by witnesses in
hearings, or by interviewees or deponents in
investigations or inquiries, are applicable

Questioning of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

only at the discretion of the Chairman, sub-
ject to appeal to the Committee.
RULE 5. FILING OF COMMITTEE REPORTS.

(a) Duty of Chairman.—Whenever the Com-
mittee authorizes the favorable reporting of
a measure from the Committee, the Chair-
man or his designee shall report the same to
the House of Representatives and shall take
all steps necessary to secure its passage
without any additional authority needing to
be set forth in the motion to report each in-
dividual measure. In appropriate cases, the
authority set forth in this rule shall extend
to moving in accordance with the Rules of
the House of Representatives that the House
be resolved into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the con-
sideration of the measure; and to moving in
accordance with the Rules of the House of
Representatives for the disposition of a Sen-
ate measure that is substantially the same
as the House measure as reported.

(b) Filing.—A report on a measure which
has been approved by the Committee shall be
filed within seven calendar days (exclusive of
days on which the House of Representatives
is not in session) after the day on which
there has been filed with the Committee
Chief Clerk a written request, signed by a
majority of the Members of the Committee,
for the reporting of that measure. Upon the
filing with the Committee Chief Clerk of this
request, the Chief Clerk shall transmit im-
mediately to the Chairman notice of the fil-
ing of that request.

(c) Supplemental, Additional or Minority
Views.—Any Member may, if notice is given
at the time a bill or resolution is approved
by the Committee, file supplemental, addi-
tional, or minority views. These views must
be in writing and signed by each Member
joining therein and be filed with the Com-
mittee Chief Clerk not less than two addi-
tional calendar days (excluding Saturdays,
Sundays and legal holidays except when the
House is in session on those days) of the time
the bill or resolution is approved by the
Committee. This paragraph shall not pre-
clude the filing of any supplemental report
on any bill or resolution that may be re-
quired for the correction of any technical
error in a previous report made by the Com-
mittee on that bill or resolution.

(d) Review by Members.—Each Member of
the Committee shall be given an opportunity
to review each proposed Committee report
before it is filed with the Clerk of the House
of Representatives. Nothing in this para-
graph extends the time allowed for filing
supplemental, additional or minority views
under paragraph (c).

(e) Disclaimer.—All Committee or Sub-
committee reports printed and not approved
by a majority vote of the Committee or Sub-
committee, as appropriate, shall contain the
following disclaimer on the cover of the re-
port:

““This report has not been officially adopt-
ed by the (Committee on Natural Resources)
(Subcommittee) and may not therefore nec-
essarily reflect the views of its Members.”’.
RULE 6. ESTABLISHMENT OF SUBCOMMITTEES;

FULL COMMITTEE JURISDICTION; BILL REFER-

RALS.

(a) Subcommittees.—There shall be five
standing Subcommittees of the Committee,
with the following jurisdiction and respon-
sibilities:

Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and
Public Lands

(1) Measures and matters related to the
National Park System and its units, includ-
ing Federal reserved water rights.

(2) The National Wilderness Preservation
System.

(3) Wild and Scenic Rivers System, Na-
tional Trails System, national heritage areas
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and other national units established for pro-
tection, conservation, preservation or rec-
reational development, other than coastal
barriers.

(4) Military parks and battlefields, na-
tional cemeteries administered by the Sec-
retary of the Interior, parks in and within
the vicinity of the District of Columbia and
the erection of monuments to the memory of
individuals.

(5) Federal outdoor recreation plans, pro-
grams and administration including the
Land and Water Conservation Fund.

(6) Plans and programs concerning non-
Federal outdoor recreation and land use, in-
cluding related plans and programs author-
ized by the Land and Water Conservation
Fund Act of 1965 and the Outdoor Recreation
Act of 1963.

(7) Preservation of prehistoric ruins and
objects of interest on the public domain and
other historic preservation programs and ac-
tivities, including national monuments, his-
toric sites and programs for international
cooperation in the field of historic preserva-
tion.

(8) Matters concerning the following agen-
cies and programs: Urban Parks and Recre-
ation Recovery Program, Historic American
Buildings Survey, Historic American Engi-
neering Record, and U.S. Holocaust Memo-
rial.

(9) Public lands generally, including meas-
ures or matters relating to entry, easements,
withdrawals, grazing and Federal reserved
water rights.

(10) Forfeiture of land grants and alien
ownership, including alien ownership of min-
eral lands.

(11) Cooperative efforts to encourage, en-
hance and improve international programs
for the protection of the environment and
the conservation of natural resources other-
wise within the jurisdiction of the Sub-
committee.

(12) Forest reservations, including manage-
ment thereof, created from the public do-
main.

(13) Public forest lands generally, includ-
ing measures or matters related to entry,
easements, withdrawals, grazing and Federal
reserved water rights.

(14) General and continuing oversight and
investigative authority over activities, poli-
cies and programs within the jurisdiction of
the Subcommittee.

Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife and Oceans

(1) Fisheries management and fisheries re-
search generally, including the management
of all commercial and recreational fisheries,
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act, interjurisdictional
fisheries, international fisheries agreements,
aquaculture, seafood safety and fisheries pro-
motion.

(2) Wildlife resources, including research,
restoration, refuges and conservation.

(3) All matters pertaining to the protection
of coastal and marine environments, includ-
ing estuarine protection.

(4) Coastal barriers.

(5) Oceanography.

(6) Ocean engineering, including materials,
technology and systems.

(7) Coastal zone management.

(8) Marine sanctuaries.

(9) U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea.

(10) Sea Grant programs and marine exten-
sion services.

(11) Cooperative efforts to encourage, en-
hance and improve international programs
for the protection of the environment and
the conservation of natural resources other-
wise within the jurisdiction of the Sub-
committee.

(12) General and continuing oversight and
investigative authority over activities, poli-
cies and programs within the jurisdiction of
the Subcommittee.



February 8, 2007

Subcommittee on Water and Power

(1) Generation and marketing of electric
power from Federal water projects by Feder-
ally chartered or Federal regional power
marketing authorities.

(2) All measures and matters concerning
water resources planning conducted pursu-
ant to the Water Resources Planning Act,
water resource research and development
programs and saline water research and de-
velopment.

(3) Compacts relating to the use and appor-
tionment of interstate waters, water rights
and major interbasin water or power move-
ment programs.

(4) All measures and matters pertaining to
irrigation and reclamation projects and
other water resources development and recy-
cling programs, including policies and proce-
dures.

(5) Indian water rights and settlements.

(6) Cooperative efforts to encourage, en-
hance and improve international programs
for the protection of the environment and
the conservation of natural resources other-
wise within the jurisdiction of the Sub-
committee.

(7) General and continuing oversight and
investigative authority over activities, poli-
cies and programs within the jurisdiction of
the Subcommittee.

Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources

(1) All measures and matters concerning
the U.S. Geological Survey, except for the
activities and programs of the Water Re-
sources Division or its successor.

(2) All measures and matters affecting geo-
thermal resources.

(3) Conservation of United States uranium
supply.

(4) Mining interests generally, including
all matters involving mining regulation and
enforcement, including the reclamation of
mined lands, the environmental effects of
mining, and the management of mineral re-
ceipts, mineral land laws and claims, long-
range mineral programs and deep seabed
mining.

(56) Mining schools, experimental stations
and long-range mineral programs.

(6) Mineral resources on public lands.

(7) Conservation and development of oil
and gas resources of the Outer Continental
Shelf.

(8) Petroleum conservation on the public
lands and conservation of the radium supply
in the United States.

(9) Measures and matters concerning the
transportation of natural gas from or within
Alaska and disposition of oil transported by
the trans-Alaska oil pipeline.

(10) Rights of way over public lands for un-
derground energy-related transportation.

(11) Cooperative efforts to encourage, en-
hance and improve international programs
for the protection of the environment and
the conservation of natural resources other-
wise within the jurisdiction of the Sub-
committee.

(12) General and continuing oversight and
investigative authority over activities, poli-
cies and programs within the jurisdiction of
the Subcommittee.

Subcommittee on Insular Affairs

(1) All matters regarding insular areas of
the United States.

(2) All measures or matters regarding the
Freely Associated States and Antarctica.

(3) Cooperative efforts to encourage, en-
hance and improve international programs
for the protection of the environment and
the conservation of natural resources other-
wise within the jurisdiction of the Sub-
committee.

(4) General and continuing oversight and
investigative authority over activities, poli-
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cies and programs within the jurisdiction of
the Subcommittee.

(b) Full Committee.—The Full Committee
shall have the following jurisdiction and re-
sponsibilities:

(1) Environmental and habitat measures of
general applicability.

(2) Measures relating to the welfare of Na-
tive Americans, including management of
Indian lands in general and special measures
relating to claims which are paid out of In-
dian funds.

(3) All matters regarding the relations of
the United States with Native Americans
and Native American tribes, including spe-
cial oversight functions under Rule X of the
Rules of the House of Representatives.

(4) All matters regarding Native Alaskans
and Native Hawaiians.

(5) All matters related to the Federal trust
responsibility to Native Americans and the
sovereignty of Native Americans.

(6) Cooperative efforts to encourage, en-
hance and improve international programs
for the protection of the environment and
the conservation of natural resources other-
wise within the jurisdiction of the Full Com-
mittee under this paragraph.

(7) All measures and matters retained by
the Full Committee, including those re-
tained under Committee Rule 6(e).

(8) General and continuing oversight and
investigative authority over activities, poli-
cies and programs within the jurisdiction of
the Committee under House Rule X.

(c) Ex-officio Members.—The Chairman
and Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee may serve as ex-officio Members of
each standing Subcommittee to which the
Chairman or the Ranking Minority Member
have not been assigned. Ex-officio Members
shall have the right to fully participate in
Subcommittee activities but may not vote
and may not be counted in establishing a
quorum.

(d) Powers and Duties of Subcommittees.—
Each Subcommittee is authorized to meet,
hold hearings, receive evidence and report to
the Committee on all matters within its ju-
risdiction. Each Subcommittee shall review
and study, on a continuing basis, the appli-
cation, administration, execution and effec-
tiveness of those statutes, or parts of stat-
utes, the subject matter of which is within
that Subcommittee’s jurisdiction; and the
organization, operation, and regulations of
any Federal agency or entity having respon-
sibilities in or for the administration of such
statutes, to determine whether these stat-
utes are being implemented and carried out
in accordance with the intent of Congress.
Each Subcommittee shall review and study
any conditions or circumstances indicating
the need of enacting new or supplemental
legislation within the jurisdiction of the
Subcommittee. Each Subcommittee shall
have general and continuing oversight and
investigative authority over activities, poli-
cies and programs within the jurisdiction of
the Subcommittee.

(e) Referral to Subcommittees; Recall.

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) and
for those matters within the jurisdiction of
the Full Committee, every legislative meas-
ure or other matter referred to the Com-
mittee shall be referred to the Sub-
committee of jurisdiction within two weeks
of the date of its referral to the Committee.
If any measure or matter is within or affects
the jurisdiction of one or more Subcommit-
tees, the Chairman may refer that measure
or matter simultaneously to two or more
Subcommittees for concurrent consideration
or for consideration in sequence subject to
appropriate time limits, or divide the matter
into two or more parts and refer each part to
a Subcommittee.

(2) The Chairman, with the approval of a
majority of the Majority Members of the
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Committee, may refer a legislative measure
or other matter to a select or special Sub-
committee. A legislative measure or other
matter referred by the Chairman to a Sub-
committee may be recalled from the Sub-
committee for direct consideration by the
Full Committee, or for referral to another
Subcommittee, provided Members of the
Committee receive one week written notice
of the recall and a majority of the Members
of the Committee do not object. In addition,
a legislative measure or other matter re-
ferred by the Chairman to a Subcommittee
may be recalled from the Subcommittee at
any time by majority vote of the Committee
for direct consideration by the Full Com-
mittee or for referral to another Sub-
committee.

(f) Consultation.—Each Subcommittee
Chairman shall consult with the Chairman of
the Full Committee prior to setting dates for
Subcommittee meetings with a view towards
avoiding whenever possible conflicting Com-
mittee and Subcommittee meetings.

(g) Vacancy.—A vacancy in the member-
ship of a Subcommittee shall not affect the
power of the remaining Members to execute
the functions of the Subcommittee.

RULE 7. TASK FORCES, SPECIAL OR SELECT
SUBCOMMITTEES.

(a) Appointment.—The Chairman of the
Committee is authorized, after consultation
with the Ranking Minority Member, to ap-
point Task Forces, or special or select Sub-
committees, to carry out the duties and
functions of the Committee.

(b) Ex-Officio Members.—The Chairman
and Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee may serve as ex-officio Members of
each Task Force, or special or select Sub-
committee if they are not otherwise mem-
bers. Ex-officio Members shall have the right
to fully participate in activities but may not
vote and may not be counted in establishing
a quorum.

(c) Party Ratios.—The ratio of Majority
Members to Minority Members, excluding
ex-officio Members, on each Task Force, spe-
cial or select Subcommittee shall be as close
as practicable to the ratio on the Full Com-
mittee.

(d) Temporary Resignation.—A Member
can temporarily resign his or her position on
a Subcommittee to serve on a Task Force,
special or select Subcommittee without prej-
udice to the Member’s seniority on the Sub-
committee.

(e) Chairman and Ranking Minority Mem-
ber.—The Chairman of any Task Force, or
special or select Subcommittee shall be ap-
pointed by the Chairman of the Committee.
The Ranking Minority Member shall select a
Ranking Minority Member for each Task
Force, or standing, special or select Sub-
committee.

RULE 8. RECOMMENDATION OF CONFEREES

Whenever it becomes necessary to appoint
conferees on a particular measure, the Chair-
man shall recommend to the Speaker as con-
ferees those Majority Members, as well as
those Minority Members recommended to
the Chairman by the Ranking Minority
Member, primarily responsible for the meas-
ure. The ratio of Majority Members to Mi-
nority Members recommended for con-
ferences shall be no greater than the ratio on
the Committee.

RULE 9. COMMITTEE RECORDS

(a) Segregation of Records.—All Com-
mittee records shall be kept separate and
distinct from the office records of individual
Committee Members serving as Chairmen or
Ranking Minority Members. These records
shall be the property of the House and all
Members shall have access to them in ac-
cordance with clause 2(e)(2) of House Rule
XI.
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(b) Availability.—The Committee shall
make available to the public for review at
reasonable times in the Committee office the
following records:

(1) transcripts of public meetings and hear-
ings, except those that are unrevised or un-
edited and intended solely for the use of the
Committee; and

(2) the result of each rollcall vote taken in
the Committee, including a description of
the amendment, motion, order or other prop-
osition voted on, the name of each Com-
mittee Member voting for or against a propo-
sition, and the name of each Member present
but not voting.

(¢) Archived Records.—Records of the Com-
mittee which are deposited with the Na-
tional Archives shall be made available for
public use pursuant to House Rule VII. The
Chairman of the Committee shall notify the
Ranking Minority Member of any decision,
pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of
House Rule VII, to withhold, or to provide a
time, schedule or condition for availability
of any record otherwise available. At the
written request of any Member of the Com-
mittee, the matter shall be presented to the
Committee for a determination and shall be
subject to the same notice and quorum re-
quirements for the conduct of business under
Committee Rule 3.

(d) Records of Closed Meetings.—Notwith-
standing the other provisions of this rule, no
records of Committee meetings or hearings
which were closed to the public pursuant to
the Rules of the House of Representatives
shall be released to the public unless the
Committee votes to release those records in
accordance with the procedure used to close
the Committee meeting.

(e) Classified Materials.—All classified ma-
terials shall be maintained in an appro-
priately secured location and shall be re-
leased only to authorized persons for review,
who shall not remove the material from the
Committee offices without the written per-
mission of the Chairman.

RULE 10. COMMITTEE BUDGET AND EXPENSES

(a) Budget.—At the beginning of each Con-
gress, after consultation with the Chairman
of each Subcommittee and the Ranking Mi-
nority Member, the Chairman shall present
to the Committee for its approval a budget
covering the funding required for staff, trav-
el, and miscellaneous expenses.

(b) Expense Resolution.—Upon approval by
the Committee of each budget, the Chair-
man, acting pursuant to clause 6 of House
Rule X, shall prepare and introduce in the
House a supporting expense resolution, and
take all action necessary to bring about its
approval by the Committee on House Admin-
istration and by the House of Representa-
tives.

(¢) Amendments.—The Chairman shall re-
port to the Committee any amendments to
each expense resolution and any related
changes in the budget.

(d) Additional Expenses.—Authorization
for the payment of additional or unforeseen
Committee expenses may be procured by one
or more additional expense resolutions proc-
essed in the same manner as set out under
this rule.

(e) Monthly Reports.—Copies of each
monthly report, prepared by the Chairman
for the Committee on House Administration,
which shows expenditures made during the
reporting period and cumulative for the
year, anticipated expenditures for the pro-
jected Committee program, and detailed in-
formation on travel, shall be available to
each Member.

RULE 11. COMMITTEE STAFF

(a) Rules and Policies.—Committee staff
members are subject to the provisions of
clause 9 of House Rule X, as well as any writ-
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ten personnel policies the Committee may
from time to time adopt.

(b) Majority and Nonpartisan Staff.—The
Chairman shall appoint, determine the re-
muneration of, and may remove, the legisla-
tive and administrative employees of the
Committee not assigned to the Minority.
The legislative and administrative staff of
the Committee not assigned to the Minority
shall be under the general supervision and
direction of the Chairman, who shall estab-
lish and assign the duties and responsibil-
ities of these staff members and delegate any
authority he determines appropriate.

(c) Minority Staff.—The Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee shall appoint, de-
termine the remuneration of, and may re-
move, the legislative and administrative
staff assigned to the Minority within the
budget approved for those purposes. The leg-
islative and administrative staff assigned to
the Minority shall be under the general su-
pervision and direction of the Ranking Mi-
nority Member of the Committee who may
delegate any authority he determines appro-
priate.

(d) Availability.—The skills and services of
all Committee staff shall be available to all
Members of the Committee.

RULE 12. COMMITTEE TRAVEL

In addition to any written travel policies
the Committee may from time to time
adopt, all travel of Members and staff of the
Committee or its Subcommittees, to hear-
ings, meetings, conferences and investiga-
tions, including all foreign travel, must be
authorized by the Full Committee Chairman
prior to any public notice of the travel and
prior to the actual travel. In the case of Mi-
nority staff, all travel shall first be approved
by the Ranking Minority Member. Funds au-
thorized for the Committee under clauses 6
and 7 of House Rule X are for expenses in-
curred in the Committee’s activities within
the United States.

RULE 13. CHANGES TO COMMITTEE RULES

The rules of the Committee may be modi-
fied, amended, or repealed, by a majority
vote of the Committee, provided that 48
hours’ written notice of the proposed change
has been provided each Member of the Com-
mittee prior to the meeting date on which
the changes are to be discussed and voted on.
A change to the rules of the Committee shall
be published in the Congressional Record no
later than 30 days after its approval.

RULE 14. OTHER PROCEDURES

The Chairman may establish procedures
and take actions as may be necessary to
carry out the rules of the Committee or to
facilitate the effective administration of the
Committee, in accordance with the rules of
the Committee and the Rules of the House of
Representatives.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 56 minutes.

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————————

DEPUTY GILMER HERNANDEZ ON
PATROL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, in west
Texas, where the rattlesnake rules the
hard, rugged land is Edwards County.
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It is a sparsely populated place because
not much grows on that dusty soil.
Local landmarks include Devil’s Sink-
hole, a massive bat cave and a place
called Bullhead. This land used to be
the home of the fierce Lipan Apache
Indians, dating all the way back to the
1600s.

This county, near the Texas-Mexico
border, is the size of Delaware. On pa-
trol of this massive place of over 2,000
square miles are only three deputy
sheriffs. One of them is Gilmer Her-
nandez.

Recently, Deputy Hernandez was on
patrol about midnight, alone. He came
across a truck that had run a red light
in the small quiet town of Rocksprings,
Texas. He pulled the vehicle over and
approached it. He noticed numerous
people lying on the floor of the truck.

One thing led to another, and the ve-
hicle sped off. Hernandez says the driv-
er turned around and tried to run him
down, so he fired numerous times at
the vehicle. He shot out the tires. So
the vehicle stopped and the occupants,
they fled into the darkness. All except
one, who was lying down on the floor,
hiding in the back, wounded by a rico-
chet.

Deputy Hernandez immediately
called the sheriff, Donald Letsinger. He
immediately showed up, along with the
Texas Rangers, to do routine follow-up
work.

But then the Federal Government
shows up and takes over the investiga-
tion. The Mexican Government is noti-
fied that an illegal from Mexico has
been wounded in the United States.

Using poor law enforcement inves-
tigation techniques, the illegals are all
interviewed together, but still give
conflicting stories at a later trial.

After the dust settled, the Feds filed
charges on Deputy Hernandez for firing
a gun at the van. After being tried by
a zealous prosecutor, Hernandez was
convicted in Federal court. He is in jail
waiting to be sentenced. And, yes,
Madam Speaker, by the same Prosecu-
tor’s Office that prosecuted Compean.

Everyone in his hometown of
Rocksprings, Texas has sided with Dep-
uty Hernandez. They are taking care of
his family.

But once again, our Federal Govern-
ment has taken the other side, the
wrong side of the border war. Our gov-
ernment is more concerned about
illegals in the van than they are about
the safety of Deputy Hernandez.

And get this: Our Federal Govern-
ment even gave these illegals green
cards and allowed them to stay in the
United States.

Madam Speaker, this ought not to
be. Deputy Hernandez did everything a
normal person would have done in
these circumstances, including imme-
diately reporting the event.

Why is our government so relentless
and zealous in prosecuting border pro-
tectors and not protecting the border?

Why does our government work back-
room deals with illegals to convict our
law officers?
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