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ask them to step forward and be our al-
lies. I believe they are a peaceful peo-
ple and a good-hearted people. And the
more I travel and the more people I
meet, the greater my respect and admi-
ration for the goodness of humanity is.

But there is an element within Islam
that is radical Islam, the jihadists, the
Islamists, as Daniel Pipes has named
them. That element is a significantly
large element and there are maybe 1.2
to 1.3 billion Muslims in the world. And
according to Daniel Pipes, our Benazir
Bhutto, 10 percent, and according to
Pipes, perhaps as many as 15 percent,
are inclined to be supportive of al
Qaeda.

Now, if it is 10 percent you are look-
ing at 130 million. If it is 15 percent,
add half again to that. That is a huge
number of people who philosophically
believe that their path to salvation is
in Kkilling us, and that they don’t really
take a risk with their destiny when
they attack us because if they are
killed in the process, they will surely
go to paradise.
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That is the enemy that we are
against, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, may I inquire as to
how much time I have left?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Eight
minutes.

Mr. KING of Iowa. And so here we are
today with a Congress that wants to
micromanage a war, and a resolution
or two or three over in the Senate that
undermine our troops, and a resolution
promise to come to the floor of this
House next week that undermines our
troops. As I have submitted, you can-
not win a war by committee. You can-
not fight a war by committee, but you
can undermine the mission and you can
put your troops at risk by doing so.

We have top-notch commanders in
the field, Madam Speaker. They have
demonstrated their ability. We have
the best military ever put into the
field. Their morale is strong, their
technology is there, their training is
high. Their sense of mission and duty
and sacrifice is strong and is profound.
They want to complete their mission.

I traveled over there with a lieuten-
ant colonel who said to me, Don’t pull
us out of this. Don’t save me. Don’t
save me. I volunteered. I am willing to
take this risk. I want to take this bur-
den off of my children. That is my duty
to my country and to my family. I
want to take this burden off my chil-
dren. Don’t try to save me.

I had some Gold Star families in my
office a couple of months ago, shortly
before I went to Iraq, Gold Star fami-
lies who have lost a son or a daughter
in combat over in either Afghanistan
or Iraq. As I listened to them, they just
intensely pleaded with me, Do every-
thing you can to promote a successful
mission. We have heard much of the
dialogue, but to look them in the eye
and understand that intensity. And
then, one of the bereaved fathers from
California, his first name was John,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

said to me, It’s different now. Our chil-
dren have gone over there and fought
and died on that soil. The soil in Iraq is
sanctified by their blood. They paid
their price for the freedom of the Iraqi
people. You cannot walk away and
leave that now. That is the vision of
the Gold Star families. That is the
commitment of our military.

I can’t find people in uniform in Iraq
that don’t support the mission, that
aren’t committed to the cause. But
they ask me, why do we have to fight
the enemy over here, the news media
over in the United States, and the peo-
ple that are undermining us in the
United States Congress? It is an under-
mining. And I will make this pre-
diction, Madam Speaker, that before
this 110th Congress is adjourned, there
will be an amendment or a bill that
comes to this floor that seeks to
unfund our military, one that is writ-
ten off the pattern of the one at the
end of Vietnam. And if that amend-
ment comes and it is successful and it
shuts off funding and our troops are
forced by a defeatist attitude in Con-
gress to pull out of Iraq, you will see a
human suffering like this world has not
seen since World War II.

The price for failing to succeed will
be cataclysmic. I don’t have enough
minutes to go into the description of
all of that.

But I will submit that we either suc-
ceed victoriously and leave Iraq a free
democratic Iraq that can stand on its
own two feet and defend itself and be
represented by its people, we either do
that, or the last battle in Iraq won’t be
fought over there, Madam Speaker. It
will be fought here on the floor of this
Congress through an appropriations
bill that will seek to jerk the rug out
from underneath our sacrificing mili-
tary. And it would put this country in
utter disgrace if that were to happen.

So I have introduced a resolution, a
resolution that supports and endorses
our troops, one that recognizes the cir-
cumstances that we are in, the con-
stitutional power and authority of our
Commander in Chief, and stands up and
defends our troops and our military all
the way down the line. It says, in fact,
the bipartisan Iraq Study Group says
on page 773 that it could support a
short-term redeployment or surge of
American combat forces to stabilize
Baghdad or to speed up the training
and equipping mission if the U.S. com-
mander in Iraq determines that such
steps would be effective.

General Petraeus has written the
plan. He has determined it would be ef-
fective; it is consistent with the Iraq
Study Group, page 73. Look it up. Gen-
eral Petraeus has endorsed the plan, as
I said. And on top of that, the cochair
of the Iraq Study Group, former Sec-
retary of State James Baker III, came
back to this Congress and said: The
President’s plan ought to be given a
chance. He wants us to support the Iraq
Study Group, and that is the Presi-
dent’s plan. That means a free and lib-
erated Iraq, not a cut and run.
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Honor the troops for their service
and honor their mission, and in fact
honor their sacrifice. And I will fight
this battle here where it is at greatest
risk, Madam Speaker. And I urge my
colleagues to do the same.

I look forward to the debate next
week and the open dialogue, and I hope
that there is a rule that is offered here
under the promise of this new and open
Congress that would allow for amend-
ments to be brought to the floor so
that resolutions of this type actually
have an opportunity to be debated in
this Congress.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today on ac-
count of business in the district.

Mr. DEFAZIO (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today after 4:00 p.m.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for
5 minutes, today.

Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. ELLISON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. KLEIN of Florida, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. ANDREWS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. CARNAHAN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. RUSsH, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. POE) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, February 13,
14, and 15.

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. SOUDER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PENCE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. MCHENRY, for 5 minutes, today.
————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 53 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
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