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Grande on New Year’s Eve, 1957. During
his first term, Mr. Perez improved serv-
ice to the growing downtown district
and the surrounding rural areas of
Starr County. Mr. Perez strove to fur-
ther serve the city by winning approval
for a new post office building.

The Perez family, senior, and then
junior, ran that post office in Rio
Grande from 1934 to 1975. Together,
they watched the town heal from eco-
nomic stagnancy and grow in popu-
lation throughout the century.

When Lino Perez, Jr., retired from
the postal service, he continued his
public service as State warden, State
secretary and finally State treasurer of
Texas. Lino Perez, Jr., learned from his
father and, in turn, showed his town
the strength of a community to weath-
er difficulty as one, and the power of
letter carriers to knit the lives of their
fellow citizens together, to make all of
the neighbors’ stories into one story.

Many local officials support naming
this post office after Lino Perez, Jr.,
including the city mayor, the county
judge, and the area’s State Representa-
tive.

Mr. Speaker, together with my col-
leagues, we urge the swift passage of
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, it is not uncommon in
this body to name post offices after
former Members of Congress, national
figures, Presidents and the like. But it
is incredibly appropriate today to
name a post office after two genera-
tions of hard work on behalf of that
very post office.

As a member of the Oversight and
Government Reform Committee, I have
managed many bills for post offices,
and in my 6 years I have not seen a
more befitting naming of a post office.
Because, in fact, it is this group of tire-
less workers for the Federal Govern-
ment, often the butt of jokes, the post-
masters and the postmen and
postwomen, that make sure that our
bills, our letters, our correspondence,
and, yes, our junk mail, are delivered
to us.

I think this is among the most appro-
priate pieces of legislation that I have
had the opportunity to help manage. I
urge the passage of this. I urge the peo-
ple of this Congress to take note that
we are, in fact, naming a post office
after a postman this one time.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I would like to yield for as much
time as he may consume to my es-
teemed colleague from Texas (Mr.
CUELLAR).

Mr. CUELLAR. I thank the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts for his
kind words, and the gentleman also
from California for the kind words.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
437, a bill to name the postal facility of
Rio Grande City, Texas, after Lino
Perez, Jr.
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Mr. Lino Perez, Jr., is a role model
and a leader in south Texas, who
helped ingrain a rich tradition of pub-
lic service in his community. Mr. Perez
was born in Rio Grande City, Texas, in
1914. He attended high school in south
Texas, as well as in Austin, and then
returned home to Rio Grande City
shortly after graduation to begin his
post office career.

He first started with the United
States Post Office in 1934 under the
guidance of his father, who was then
the postmaster of Rio Grande City.
Lino Perez, Jr., worked through the
ranks of the Rio Grande City Post Of-
fice; and after two decades, 20 years, he
was named postmaster for Rio Grande
City.

Under his leadership, the Rio Grande
Post Office was upgraded to a second-
class post office. Mr. Perez also estab-
lished the city’s first mail delivery,
created several rural routes in Starr
County, and helped lay that foundation
for his community’s further progress.

In addition, Mr. Perez served several
terms on the Starr County Hospital
Board of Directors, was actively in-
volved in the Knights of Columbus, in-
cluding being Texas State deputy, the
highest Knights of Columbus position
in Texas. After 41 years of loyal serv-
ice, Lino Perez retired from the Rio
Grande Post Office. Forty-one years of
great service.

Mr. Perez still resides in the region,
is warmly remembered by his family,
friends and community as a commu-
nity leader. Lino Perez, Jr.’s service to
our country shall be remembered and
celebrated through this small tribute,
and I urge swift passage of this bill.

Again, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from California and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts.
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Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, in conclu-
sion, we are indeed very proud that
this post office is being named after a
postal employee, a very proud family.

On behalf of all the workers of the
United States Postal Service, we want
to urge swift passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. LyNcH) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 437.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

February 12, 2007

MIGUEL ANGEL GARCIA MENDEZ
POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 414) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 60 Calle McKinley, West in
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, as the ‘“Miguel
Angel Garcia Mendez Post Office Build-
ing”’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 414

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MIGUEL ANGEL GARCIA MENDEZ
POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 60
Calle McKinley, West in Mayaguez, Puerto
Rico, shall be known and designated as the
“Miguel Angel Garcla Méndez Post Office
Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“Miguel Angel Garcila
Méndez Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. ISSA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in this House in the consid-
eration of H.R. 414, legislation naming
a postal facility in Mayaguez, Puerto
Rico after the local politician, Miguel
Angel Garcia Mendez.

Mr. Garcia Mendez proudly served
the territory of Puerto Rico as the
youngest Speaker of Puerto Rico’s
House of Representatives, serving be-
tween 1932 and 1940. He later was elect-
ed senator and founded the newspaper,
El Imparcial.

Born in the town of Aguadilla on No-
vember 17, 1902, Mr. Garcia Mendez be-
came an attorney and successful busi-
nessman. During his political career,
he helped start the Republican State-
hood Party, which was the predecessor
of today’s New Progressive Party, in
1948.

Up until his death, he advocated for
Puerto Rico statehood in the hope that
they would gain the right as American
citizens to vote for President and to
have a counted vote in the U.S. Con-
gress.

Mr. Garcia Mendez passed away in
November of 1998, and his dedication to
service for all Puerto Ricans should be
remembered and celebrated with this
small tribute.



February 12, 2007

Mr. Speaker, together with my col-
leagues in the House, I urge the swift
passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage of
H.R. 414. It is an appropriate naming of
a post office on behalf of a gentleman
who for 96 years was a champion of
statehood for Puerto Rico.

Puerto Rico is not just a territory,
Puerto Rico is in fact the largest of all
the territories, having a population
that would give it at least four Mem-
bers of Congress if it were to become a
State.

Although he never succeeded in
bringing statehood to Puerto Rico, he
kept the hope alive and the belief alive
by the Puerto Rican people that in fact
they were Americans, and that as
Americans one of their options would
be statehood.

As a prominent businessman, he
founded the Western Bank and was the
owner of a very prominent newspaper
in Puerto Rico.

He was born on November 17, 1902,
and throughout his career he cham-
pioned many activities beyond state-
hood. He was one of the founders of the
New Progressive Party. He served in
the Puerto Rico House of Representa-
tives from 1932 to 1940, where he be-
came the youngest Speaker and later
was elected to the Senate.

We remember Mr. Mendez here today,
and name this post office on behalf of
him at the request of our Delegate
from Puerto Rico, LUis FORTUNO, who
unfortunately could not be here today,
but who in fact found this to be the
most appropriate person to name the
post office after because of his long
years of service to the territory of
Puerto Rico and to the aspirations of
the Puerto Rican people.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker,
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. LYNCH) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 414.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

I yield

—————

RUSH HUDSON LIMBAUGH, SR.,
UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 342) to designate the United
States courthouse located at 555 Inde-
pendence Street, Cape Girardeau, Mis-
souri, as the ‘“‘Rush Hudson Limbaugh,
Sr., United States Courthouse,” as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
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H.R. 342
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. RUSH HUDSON LIMBAUGH, SR.
UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The United States court-
house located at 5556 Independence Street in
Cape Girardeau, Missouri, shall be known
and designated as the ‘“Rush Hudson
Limbaugh, Sr. United States Courthouse”.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the United
States courthouse referred to in subsection
(a) shall be deemed to be a reference to the
“Rush Hudson Limbaugh, Sr. United States
Courthouse™.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill,
H.R. 342.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
342, to designate the U.S. courthouse at
5565 Independence Street, Cape
Girardeau, Missouri, as the Rush Hud-
son Limbaugh, Sr., U.S. Courthouse.

Judge Limbaugh was a leading figure
in the legal profession, not only in Mis-
souri, not just in the United States,
but worldwide. He practiced law for
over eight decades. At the age of 104, at
the time of his death, he was still prac-
ticing law and was in fact the oldest
practicing attorney in the TUnited
States.

He argued over 60 cases before the
Missouri Supreme Court, tried cases
before the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission, the Labor Board and the In-
ternal Revenue Appellate Division. He
was city attorney for Cape Girardeau
from 1917 to 1919. In 1923, he started a
law firm that bears his name to this
day.

From 1942 through 1946, he was Mis-
souri counsel for the War Emergency
Pipelines, which transported gasoline
from Texas and Louisiana to the east
coast as part of our war effort.

He was president of the Missouri Bar
from 1955 through 1956, and served on a
committee that drafted the Missouri
Probate Court. In the early days of the
independence of India, the State De-
partment sent Judge Limbaugh to that
country to be an Ambassador for the
U.S. legal system.

He was active in civic aspects of life;
elected to the Missouri State legisla-
ture in 1932 and 1933, where he advo-
cated for the formation of the Missouri
State Highway Patrol. He was presi-
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dent of the State Historical Society for
Missouri from 1956-1959. He was a Sun-
day school teacher; active in the Boy
Scouts of America, his Centenary
United Methodist Church, and the Sal-
vation Army. He died at his home on
April 8, 1996.

Judge Limbaugh will be remembered
as a brilliant attorney and a great
American. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
chairman of the full committee, Mr.
OBERSTAR, for moving this legislation
so expeditiously to the floor. H.R. 342
was introduced by our colleague, Rep-
resentative JO ANN EMERSON of Mis-
souri, and it designates the United
States courthouse located in Cape
Girardeau, Missouri as the Rush H.
Limbaugh, Sr., United States Court-
house.

I also want to commend Mrs. EMER-
SON’s commitment to this legislation.
She recognized Rush Limbaugh, Sr.’s
tremendous record of public service
and has provided a fitting tribute for
one of the most remarkable figures in
Missouri history.

This bill honors Rush Limbaugh, Sr.,
a remarkable lawyer whose awards and
accomplishments over a legal career
that spanned eight decades are too nu-
merous to count.

Mr. Limbaugh was born in 1891. He
attended school at a one-room school-
house and excelled academically from
the start. He attended the University
of Missouri at Columbia and the Uni-
versity of Missouri School of Law, pay-
ing his way through school by doing
carpentry work, working on a farm,
waiting tables and firing furnaces.

After passing the bar in 1916, he was
admitted into the practice of law in
Missouri and immediately opened a law
office in Cape Girardeau.

Limbaugh was known for being ex-
tremely hardworking and ethical; he
was also known for his fiery advocacy
and ability to craft creative solutions.

President Reagan once remarked
that Limbaugh, Sr.’s contributions
read like a virtual who’s who of accom-
plishment. His resume accurately de-
picts the image of an extraordinary
man, superb lawyer and model citizen.

During his career, he tried more than
60 cases before the Supreme Court of
Missouri and acted as city attorney
and general counsel of Cape Girardeau.
He was also a member of the advisory
committee for the drafting of the Pro-
bate Code of Missouri, president of the
Missouri Bar, and president of the
State Historical Society. In his free
time, he also taught Sunday school and
served as a Boy Scout leader.

Limbaugh, Sr. rose to national prom-
inence when he served as a representa-
tive of the United States on a 6-week
lecture tour to the newly independent
India on constitutional government
and the United States judicial system.
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