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States is the right to enact a local budget and
civil and criminal laws free from Federal inter-
ference. | have already introduced this bill's
fraternal twin, the District of Columbia Budget
Autonomy Act of 2007, cosponsored by Over-
sight and Government Reform Ranking Mem-
ber Tom DAvIS.

Because the period of congressional review
involves only legislative days, when Congress
is in session, not ordinary calendar days, D.C.
laws typically do not become law for months,
not days. A required hold on all D.C. bills
forces the D.C. City Council to pass most leg-
islation using a cumbersome and complicated
process in which bills are passed concurrently
on an emergency, temporary, and permanent
basis to ensure that the operations of the
large and rapidly changing city continue unin-
terrupted, and because of the complications
and time frames involved, some bills do not
become law at all. The Legislative Autonomy
Act would eliminate the need for the City
Council to engage in this Byzantine process
that often requires a two-thirds super majority
even for ordinary legislation.

The legislative autonomy bill would eliminate
the congressional review period for civil and
criminal District acts of 30 days and 60 days
respectively. | have repeatedly introduced to-
day’s legislative autonomy bill because it has
long been obsolete, demeaning, and cum-
bersome, but also because Congress no
longer uses the statute. Congress has elimi-
nated the review or layover period as a way
to review Council legislation, yet the Council
continues to be bound by Section 602 of the
Home Rule Act, absurdly continuing to abide
by its awkward and debilitating rules because
the law requires it. Our bill would do no more
than align D.C. City Council practices.

Although control of the Congress changed
in 1994 for the first time in 40 years, no reso-
lution of disapproval has been heard in com-
mittee or used on the floor of either house. In-
stead of the cumbersome formal filing of bills
that requires processing in the House and the
Senate, the Congress has preferred to use ap-
propriations or attachments. The District
strongly opposes all methods of overturning its
legitimate local legislation, but it is particularly
unfair to require the City Council to engage in
the tortuous process prescribed by the Home
Rule Act that Congress itself has discarded.
My bill would eliminate the formal review sys-
tem that has died of old age and disuse. Con-
gress has walked away from layover review
and should allow the city to do the same.

Today’s bill, of course, does not prevent re-
view of District laws by Congress. Under Arti-
cle 1, Section 8 of the Constitution, the House
and the Senate could scrutinize every piece of
legislation passed by the City Council, if de-
sired, and could change or strike legislation
under the plenary constitutional authority over
the District. However, since the Home Rule
Act became effective in 1974, of more than
2000 legislative acts that have been passed
by the Council and signed into law by the
Mayor, only three resolutions to disapproval of
a D.C. bill have been enacted, and two of
these involved a distinct federal interest. Fed-
eral law to correct for a federal interest, of
course, would be appropriate for any jurisdic-
tion, but placing a hold on 2000 bills has not
only proved unnecessary, but has meant un-
told costs in money, staff, and wasted time to
the District and the Congress. Although 32
years of Home Rule Act history shows that
congressional review is unnecessary, this bill
merely eliminates the automatic hold placed
on local legislation and the need for the City
Council to use a phantom process passed for
the convenience of Congress that Congress
has eliminated in all but law.
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Congress continually urges the District gov-
ernment to pursue efficiency and savings. It is
time for Congress to do its part to promote
greater efficiency both here and in the District
by streamlining its own redundant and dis-
carded review processes. Eliminating the hold
on D.C. legislation would not only save scarce
D.C. taxpayer revenue, but would benefit the
city’s bond rating, which is effected by the
shadow of congressional review that delays
the certainty of finality to District legislation. At
the same time, Congress would give up none
of its plenary power because the Congress
may intervene into any District matter at any
time under the constitutional provisions.

The limited legislative autonomy granted in
this bill would allow the District to realize the
greater measure of meaningful self-govern-
ment and Home Rule it deserves and has
more than earned in the 32 years since the
Home Rule Act became effective. This goal
can be achieved without prejudice to congres-
sional authority. | urge my colleagues to pass
this important measure.

CONGRATULATING GEORGE URIBE
AND MARGARET BINFORD

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 14, 2007

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, | want to
congratulate George Uribe and Margaret
Binford who were engaged to be married last
night at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York.

he special moment occurred in Lady Chap-
el at 7 p.m. surrounded by Margaret’s parents,
Douglas and Randall Binford who flew in from
San Antonio, Texas for the occasion.

The couple walked in the chapel, recited the
Lord’s prayer with the song “On Eagles
Wings” playing in the background as George
dropped to his knees and asked Margaret to
marry him.

George is an Executive Vice-President and
General Manager for a chain of radio stations
and former U.S. Army Reserve soldier with the
77th Regional Readiness Command based at
Fort Totten and Margaret is an interior de-
signer and member of the Junior League.

adam Speaker, |, along with the whole
House, congratulate George and Margaret on
their engagement and wish them happiness
and love all the days of their lives.
——

A TRIBUTE TO DICK RICE
HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 14, 2007

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the memory of Mr. Dick Rice
of Bedford, Pennsylvania. Mr. Rice was a
longtime Commissioner of Bedford County be-
fore his passing last spring. He was known for
his boundless energy, his optimistic attitude, a
wonderful singing voice and the many issues
he championed as a leader of his community.
One of those issues dear to Mr. Rice was
education. He believed strongly in the impor-
tance of providing local, high quality post-sec-
ondary education at an affordable cost. But he
also showed his commitment by making a real
difference in the lives of students. He found
joy in presenting students with scholarships,
tuition assistance awards, and emergency
book funding.

Mr. Rice played a critical role in the devel-
opment of the Bedford County Campus of Al-
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legany College. By serving on the Bedford
County Regional Education Foundation he
was able to help make significant accomplish-
ments. When the Bedford County Campus
was founded in 1990, Bedford County ranked
64th out of 67 Pennsylvania counties in the
percentage of high school graduates pursuing
post-secondary education. Today, Bedford
County is ranked 34th. The presence of a
local campus has encouraged many area stu-
dents to begin or continue their educational
journeys close to home. Since 1990, more
than 6,500 people have taken classes through
the Bedford County Campus. The Foundation
has worked to provide more than $190,000 to
more than 700 of those students over the past
11 years. It is fitting that the Foundation has
now established the Dick M. Rice Memorial
Scholarship Endowment, to benefit Bedford
County residents who attend Allegany College.

To cite each accomplishment and individual
contribution that Dick has been a part of would
take a very long time. His involvement in the
educational community over the years has
been immense and has touched numerous
lives. We are all very grateful for his effort to-
ward positive enrichment of Bedford County,
and | offer my sincerest sympathies for the
loss of such a great citizen.

———

TRAGEDY IN KHOJALY,
AZERBAIJAN

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, one of our
greatest strengths as elected officials is the
opportunity to bring to light truths that are little
known and command recognition.

Today, as the Co-chairman of the House
Azerbaijan Caucus, | would like to bring to the
attention of this body the tragedy that took
place in Khojaly, Azerbaijan, a town and
townspeople that were destroyed on February
26, 1992. Fifteen years later, there is little at-
tention or interest paid to the plight of Khojaly
outside of Azerbaijan.

Sadly, Khojaly, a town in the Nagorno-
Karabakh region of Azerbaijan, now under the
control of Armenian forces, was the site of the
largest killing of ethnic Azerbaijani civilians.

According to Human Rights Watch and
other international observers, the massacre
was committed by the ethnic Armenian armed
forces, reportedly with the help of the Russian
366th Motor Rifle Regiment. This crime led to
the death of 613 civilians; including 106
women, 63 children and 70 elderly men; 1,275
persons were taken hostage, and the fate of
more than 150 remains unknown.

As part of the population tried to escape the
town of Khojaly, they encountered violent am-
bushes and were murdered. According to the
Russian organization, Memorial, 200 Azer-
baijani corpses were brought from Khojaly to
Agdam within four days, and it was discovered
that they were subjected to abuses, torture
and mutilation. Human Rights Watch stated
that “we place direct responsibility for the civil-
ian deaths with Karabakh Armenian forces.”

At the time, Newsweek Magazine reported:
“Azerbaijan was a charnel house again last
week: a place of mourning refugees and doz-
ens of mangled corpses dragged to a make-
shift morgue behind the mosque. They were
ordinary Azerbaijani men, women and children
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of Khojaly, a small village in war-torn
Nagorno-Karabakh overrun by Armenian
forces on 25-26 February. Many were killed at
close range while trying to flee; some had
their faces mutilated, others were scalped.”

Time Magazine stated “While the details are
argued, this much is plain: something grim
and unconscionable happened in the Azer-
baijani town of Khojaly two weeks ago. So far,
some 200 dead Azerbaijanis, many of them
mutilated, have been transported out of the
town tucked inside the Armenian-dominated
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh for burial in
neighboring Azerbaijan. The total number of
deaths—the Azerbaijanis claim 1,324 civilians
have been slaughtered, most of them women
and children—is unknown.”

Members of the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe (PACE) from Albania,
Azerbaijan, and the United Kingdom stated in
May 2001 in Written Declaration No. 324 that
the “Armenians massacred the whole popu-
lation of Khojaly and fully destroyed the town.”

Khojaly was the first significant Azerbaijani
settlement overrun by Armenian forces in the
region of Nagorno-Karabakh. The forces next
overran the Nagorno-Karabakh districts of
Zangilan, Gubadli, Fuzuli, Aghdam, and
Kalbajar, as well as the towns of Shusha and
Lachin. Altogether, the occupied territories
represent roughly 20 percent of the territory of
Azerbaijan. And, altogether roughly one million
Azerbaijanis were evicted from their homes
over the course of the Armenian-Azerbaijan
war.

On January 25, 2005 the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe overwhelm-
ingly adopted a resolution highlighting that
“considerable parts of Azerbaijan’s territory
are still occupied by the Armenian forces and
separatist forces are still in control of the
Nagorno-Karabakh region.”

Armenian Defense Minister, in an interview
with British journalist Tomas de Waal openly
admitted that “Before Khojaly the Azerbaijanis
thought that . . . the Armenians were people
who could not raise their hands against the ci-
vilian population. We were able to break that
[stereotype].” Madam Speaker, the tragedy of
Khojaly was a crime against humanity and |
urge Congress to join me in standing with
Azerbaijanis as they commemorate this trag-
edy.

——————

INTRODUCING THE SANCTITY OF
LIFE ACT AND THE TAXPAYER
FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
introduce two bills relating to abortion. These
bills stop the federal government from pro-
moting abortion. My bills accomplish this goal
by prohibiting federal funds from being used
for population control or “family planning”
through exercising Congress’s constitutional
power to restrict federal court’s jurisdiction by
restoring each state’s authority to protect un-
born life.

Abortion on demand is no doubt the most
serious sociopolitical problem of our age. The
lack of respect for life that permits abortion
significantly contributes to our violent culture
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and our careless attitude toward liberty.
Whether a civilized society treats human life
with dignity or contempt determines the out-
come of that civilization. Reaffirming the im-
portance of the sanctity of life is crucial for the
continuation of a civilized society. There is al-
ready strong evidence that we are on the slip-
pery slope toward euthanasia and non-con-
sensual human experimentation. Although the
real problem lies within people’ hearts and
minds, the legal problems of protecting life
stem from the ill-advised Roe v. Wade ruling,
where the court usurped the state’s authority
over abortion.

One of the bills | am introducing today, the
Sanctity of Life Act of 2005, reverses some of
the damage done by Roe v. Wade. The Sanc-
tity of Life Act provides that the federal courts
of the United States, up to and including the
Supreme Court, do not have jurisdiction to
hear abortion-related cases. Congress must
use the authority granted to it in Article 3, Sec-
tion 1 of the Constitution to rein in rogue fed-
eral judges from interfering with a state’s abil-
ity to protect unborn life.

In addition to restricting federal court juris-
diction over abortion, Congress must stop the
unconstitutional practice of forcing Americans
to subsidize abortion providers. It is not
enough to say that “family planning” groups
may not use federal funds to perform or pro-
mote abortion. After all, since money is fun-
gible, federal funding of any activities of these
organizations forces taxpayers to underwrite
the organizations abortion activities. This is
why | am also introducing the Taxpayer Free-
dom of Conscience Act. The Taxpayer Free-
dom of Conscience Act prohibits any federal
official from expending any federal funds for
any population control or population planning
program or any family planning activity. To
paraphrase Thomas Jefferson, it is “sinful and
tyrannical” to force the American taxpayers to
subsidize programs and practices they find
morally abhorrent.

Madam Speaker, it is my hope that my col-
leagues will join me in support of these two
bills. By following the Constitution and using
the power granted to the Congress by the
Constitution, we can restore respect for free-
dom of conscience and the sanctity of human
life.

———

EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE CHARLIE NORWOOD,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM
THE STATE OF GEORGIA

SPEECH OF

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 14, 2007

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the United States Congress, it is with
great sadness that | rise today to recognize
the passing of my esteemed colleague and
friend, the Honorable CHARLES WHITLOW NOR-
wooD, Jr. of Georgia’'s Tenth Congressional
District.

Yesterday, we lost an inspiring public serv-
ant to complications from his eight year battle
with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. All who
knew him and worked with him recognized
and appreciated his hard work. Throughout his
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seven terms in Congress, CHARLIE served on
the Education and the Workforce Committee
as Chairman of the Subcommittee on Work-
force Protections. He also served on the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, which in-
cluded two terms as Vice-Chairman of the
Subcommittee on Health. Fueled by a sincere
interest in helping others, his colleagues knew
he was not working for himself but for the peo-
ple.

CHARLIE is well-known for introducing the
first comprehensive managed health care re-
form legislation to Congress in 1995. He truly
left his mark in legislation with reforms on pa-
tient’s rights, education, private property rights,
telecommunications, and environmental regu-
lations.

CHARLIE was dedicated to public service
throughout his entire life, not only as a Mem-
ber of Congress, but also as a dentist, a Viet-
nam Veteran, a small businessman, and a
man of great faith. He and wife were active in
their local United Methodist Church, as well
as, members of the Augusta Opera Society
and Augusta Symphony Guild. In every aspect
of his life, he was recognized with countless
awards and honors which illustrate how his
contributions to his community were limitless.

We have not lost a colleague—we have lost
a good friend.

The Honorable CHARLIE NORWOOD is sur-
vived by his wife Gloria, sons Charles and
Carlton Norwood, and four grandchildren, all
of Augusta. We will continue to hear of his
service well into the future as CHARLIE'S leg-
acy will, without a doubt, live on.

Mr. Madam Speaker, on behalf of the
United States Congress, | am proud to honor
the life of the Honorable CHARLES WHITLOW
NORWOOD, Jr. and his living legacy.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE UNI-CAPITOL
WASHINGTON INTERNSHIP PRO-
GRAM

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the Uni-Capitol
Washington Internship Program. Since the
program’s inception in 2000, | have been a
proud participant.

For the past seven years, 12 students from
all across Australia are selected to participate
in the eight-week Uni-Capitol Washington In-
ternship Program, an opportunity that exposes
them to the administrative and legislative proc-
esses that underpin the functioning of Con-
gress as a democratic institution, Such experi-
ences are invaluable opportunities for these
students to gain knowledge and a deep under-
standing of the internal workings of the United
States Government while bringing their own
skills and backgrounds to their respective
Congressional offices.

The Uni-Capitol Program selects under-
graduates from 7 universities by exclusively
matching the applicants with Members and
Senators who share their views, as well as
with various committee offices that relate to
their interests and fields of study. The stu-
dents who are selected come from a variety of
academic disciplines, but all have a common
interest in learning about and promoting the
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