February 15, 2007

abuse. For example, they suffer from Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) at a rate
twice as high as Iraq War veterans. Then,
when children emancipate from care they are
dependent on public assistance, become in-
carcerated or homeless, and are unemployed
at rates higher than nearly any other group of
Americans. The “Foster Children Self Support
Act” is especially important since it is safe to
assume that those children who have lost their
parents or are receiving SSI due to severe
mental or physical disabilities are among the
most needy.

The “Foster Children Self Support Act” pro-
vides a way to help these children. It does so
by mandating that states develop a plan for
foster children with Social Security benefits.
The plan would layout how to best use a
child’s Social Security benefits as a resource
to best meet the current and future needs of
that child. The plan must be specific to each
child receiving Social Security benefits and
made in partnership with the child and the
child’s advocate. If this bill were law, states
would no longer be allowed to simply use chil-
dren’s Social Security money as they see fit.
Instead, this money would have to be used as
any parent would use it: to provide for the
child’s particular needs and help plan for the
child’s future.

The bill will:

Require that states screen all foster children
for Social Security eligibility and assist them in
application;

Require states to identify other appropriate
representative payees for eligible children,
such as family members, before becoming the
payee themselves;

Prohibit states who are payees from using a
child’s Social Security benefits to reimburse
themselves for the cost of foster care;

Require states to develop a plan, with a
child and that child’s advocate( s), on how to
best use the Social Security benefits to pro-
vide for the current and future needs of the
child;

Provide for the conservation of Social Secu-
rity funds in dedicated accounts that a child
can access when they leave care to pay for
things like housing, education, transportation,
and other life expenses;

Increase the Social Security resource limit
to $10,000 (currently it is $2,000), so that chil-
dren can conserve up to that amount and still
maintain their Social Security eligibility;

Require the GAO to report back to Con-
gress on states’ progress in screening all fos-
ter children for Social Security eligibility.

Improving our child welfare system has re-
percussions throughout our society. Foster
children who age out of the child welfare sys-
tem without having developed family supports
or skills that can lead to employment create a
large societal cost. In the next 15 vyears
300,000 foster children will age out of care
without any transition supports. Congress has
a moral obligation to provide foster children
with the resources they need to become inde-
pendent adults. The “Foster Children Self
Support Act” is a small part of fulfilling this ob-
ligation and a large step toward helping one of
the most vulnerable groups of foster children.

Attached are two news articles for the
RECORD that illustrate the consequences of
our current policy.

| urge my colleagues to join me in support
of this important legislation.
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Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, today, Mr.
SAXTON and | are pleased to introduce the bill,
Reconstruction and Stabilization Civilian Man-
agement Act.

In his State of the Union speech, the Presi-
dent called on Congress to support a civilian
response corps which “would function much
like our military reserve. It would ease the bur-
den on the Armed Forces by allowing us to
hire civilians with critical skills to serve on mis-
sions abroad when America needs them. It
would give people across America who do not
wear the uniform a chance to serve in the de-
fining struggle of our time.”

The Reconstruction and Stabilization Civilian
Management Act would authorize a civilian re-
sponse corps. Why is this authorization nec-
essary? Since the end of the Cold War, the
U.S. has been engaged in a stabilization or re-
construction operation once every 18-24
months. By default, the services have taken
on the task of nation building, and OSD Direc-
tive 3000.05 makes stabilization and recon-
struction operations a core competency of the
military.

While our military personnel have done an
excellent job for which they have not been
trained, filling the void should be the responsi-
bility of the State Department. In order for our
operations to be successful, the State Depart-
ment must fill this void, and can do so by cre-
ating a comparable civilian force to take over
once the military has stabilized a war-torn
country.

Combating failed states requires a complex
combination of political, diplomatic, develop-
ment assistance and military actions, as well
as the ability to respond quickly in the imme-
diate aftermath of crisis. The military plays an
extremely important role in stabilizing a coun-
try, but civilians play an equally important role
and have comparative advantage in helping to
develop civil society—judicial systems, law en-
forcement, health care, economic develop-
ment, trade promotion and other essential sec-
tors to stabilize a country.

The Reconstruction and Stabilization Civilian
Management Act establishes the legislative
framework for authorizing this integral civilian
capacity by:

Authorizing the establishment of the State
Department Office of the Coordinator for Re-
construction and Stabilization, S/CRS;

Authorizing the establishment of a 250-per-
son Civilian Response Corps with both Active-
Duty and Reserve components. The corps
would be rapidly deployed with the military for
both initial assessments and operational pur-
poses. They would be the first civilian team on
the ground in post-conflict situations, well in
advance of the establishment of an embassy.

Establishes personnel exchange programs
with other relevant Federal agencies that can
help a failed state develop government and
civil society infrastructure.

Importantly, the bill promotes a stabilization
and reconstruction curriculum and the utiliza-
tion of already existing programs like the Cen-
ter for Stabilization and Reconstruction Stud-
ies at the Naval Postgraduate School.
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| urge my colleagues to cosponsor this im-
portant piece of legislation that would greatly
assist in improving the capacity of our Govern-
ment to respond to some of the most impor-
tant and pressing security threats of our time.

—
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HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Jonathan Quarles, the keynote
speaker at the Flint NAACP’s Freedom Fund
annual dinner to be held on March 3rd in Flint
Michigan.

Jonathan Quarles is currently serving the
mayor of Detroit, the Honorable Kwame Kil-
patrick, as the executive assistant. Jonathan
began his public service career after grad-
uating from Florida A&M University in 2004
with dual degrees in business administration
and political science. He worked for People for
the American Way Foundation in partnership
with Tavis Smiley to increase civic awareness
and engagement in the public process by
young people in Florida, Michigan, lllinois,
Texas and Ohio.

In addition to his current position with the
city of Detroit, Jonathan has a lifelong commit-
ment to the NAACP, is a member of Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity Incorporated Beta Nu Chap-
ter. He serves as a precinct delegate for the
city of Detroit, as board member of Leadership
Transformation, a steering committee member
for New Detroit National Leadership Summit
on Race, a trainer for the Paul Wellstone Ac-
tion Network, and an ambassador for Tavis
Smiley’s Youth 2 Leaders Foundation. Re-
cently Jonathan founded Common Link Con-
sulting Services to better educate the commu-
nity about public policy and foster links be-
tween the public and private sectors.

Recognized for his accomplishments, Jona-
than was selected by Black Enterprise as one
of America’s emerging leaders. He was recog-
nized by Jet Magazine as one of Black Amer-
ica’s most promising leaders of the 21st cen-
tury. The Governor of Michigan named him a
“Michiganian of the Year” in 2000 and Florida
A&M University has granted the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Leadership Award to Jonathan for
two consecutive years. The February 2007
issue of Ebony Magazine listed him as one of
the country’s top 30 leaders under the age of
30.

Madam Speaker | ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating a fel-
low Flint native, Jonathan Quarles, as he is
honored by the Flint Chapter of the NAACP
for his work to make our community a better
place.

—————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO STEVEN G.
SCHORR

HON. JON C. PORTER
OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 15, 2007
Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today

to honor my friend Steven G. Schorr, Vice
President of Public and Government Affairs for
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Cox Communications, whose civic and profes-
sional contributions to Southern Nevada have
motivated the Clark County School Board of
Trustees to name a new elementary school in
his honor. Steven has been a vital part of our
community since he and wife, Holly, moved to
Las Vegas with their two sons, David and
Darrin, in 1977.

Mr. Schorr's remarkable civic involvement
has earned him much deserved recognition.
He has been named Public Citizen of the Year
in Nevada and was cited as “One of the Most
Influential Men in Southern Nevada.” Mr.
Schorr has also received the Glenn Smith Hu-
manitarian Award from Opportunity Village and
was named to the “National Erase the Hate”
honor roll. He was presented the Nevada
Points of Light A ward by former Governor
Kenny Guinn and the Nevada Commission for
National and Community Service for his dedi-
cation and commitment to serve our commu-
nity. In acknowledgement of his contributions
to the community, Mr. Schorr was recently in-
ducted as an honorary board member and ex-
ecutive board member of the 100 Black Men
of Southern Nevada, which is an organization
geared towards mentoring children. Mr. Schorr
serves on several boards such as the National
Urban League, Nevada Ballet Theater, and
Sunrise Hospital and Medical Center.

As Vice President of Public and Govern-
ment Affairs for Cox Communications for the
past 19 years, Mr. Schorr is the liaison to
local, state and national elected officials and
government bodies. Prior to his work with Cox
Communications, Mr. Schorr was a television
news journalist, during which time he received
wide recognition for his outstanding work. For
his efforts as a news anchor, Mr. Schorr was
awarded two Emmys, two National Freedom
Foundation Awards, a Headliner Award, and
an Armstrong Award for Broadcasting. In addi-
tion to these awards, Mr. Schorr's achieve-
ments in television journalism were recognized
when he was inducted into the Nevada Broad-
casters Association’s Hall of Fame. Mr. Schorr
has also served as an adjunct professor at the
University of Nevada Las Vegas, Greenspun
School of Communications.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor my
friend Mr. Schorr and his many achievements
and congratulate him on being recognized with
the dedication of a school in his name. His
dedication to the community is remarkable and
| wish Mr. Schorr continued success in his fu-
ture endeavors.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE SIMON
WIESENTHAL HOLOCAUST EDU-
CATION ASSISTANCE ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, today | am reintroducing the Simon
Wiesenthal Holocaust Education Assistance
Act. Through grants to qualifying education or-
ganizations, | hope to promote awareness of
the Holocaust and the devastating effects of
hate crimes. As the generations who survived
the Holocaust pass away, we need to make
sure that new generations know the horrors of
that terrible time. We need to make sure that
those who would deny the existence of the
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Holocaust do not have the ability to rewrite
history.

This bill, named after the honored Holocaust
survivor who spent his life’s work devoted to
seeking justice for the six million Jews who
were murdered by the Nazis, seeks to provide
competitive grants for educational organiza-
tions working to teach today’s youth the les-
sons of the Holocaust. Through grants from
the Department of Education, Holocaust orga-
nization programs that are designed to specifi-
cally improve the awareness of the Holocaust
through such means as classes, seminars,
conferences, educational materials, and teach-
er training, can apply for federal funds to as-
sist in carrying out these initiatives.

Several states now require that the Holo-
caust be taught in public school curriculums.
Though there are resources such as the Holo-
caust Memorial Museum here in Washington,
DC, and similar museums in a few other cities,
many teachers are still left with the challenge
of teaching a complicated subject without the
expertise. Many Holocaust educational organi-
zations have risen to meet this demand, but
their resources are limited, hindering their out-
reach. This bill will provide more resources to
these organizations, who have the expertise
and knowledge of the tragic events during the
Nazi era, to teach more students, teachers
and communities the dangers of inter-group
conflict and the importance of tolerance in our
society.

———

HONORING MICHAEL B. SCHAD
FOR 35 YEARS OF SERVICE TO
THE UNITED STATES

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, it is my privilege to rise be-
fore you to honor Michael B. Schad, of
Langhorne, Pennsylvania, for his many years
of dedicated service to the U.S. Army National
Guard. For Mr. Schad, this marks the end of
a 35 year career with the National Guard dur-
ing which his willingness to go above and be-
yond the call of duty exemplified the true spirit
of our armed forces.

Mr. Schad first served four years with the
U.S. Navy during the Vietnam War. Upon re-
turning home, Mr. Schad joined the National
Guard and worked tirelessly, many times vol-
unteering for extra duty. When there was a
call for help to guard a nuclear facility in New
Jersey, Mr. Schad stepped up. When Hurri-
cane Katrina ravaged the Gulf Coast, Mr.
Schad joined the relief effort without hesi-
tation. Mr. Schad filled in at supply commands
at Fort Dix, McGuire Air Force Base and in
Germany. Yet through all of this, Mr. Schad
maintained a full-time job and raised a family,
a tremendous feat given his level of commit-
ment to the National Guard.

Madam Speaker, the eagerness with which
Mr. Schad served his country is the very trait
that serves as the backbone of the National
Guard. His willingness to stand at his coun-
try’'s guard, while at the same time under-
taking the rest of life’s responsibilities, de-
serves special appreciation and respect. |
would like to take this opportunity to recognize
Mr. Schad for what at many times may have
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seemed like a thankless task. Mr. Schad was
not seeking praise or reward, but only the
unique feeling of satisfaction that comes with
serving your country and making it safer for
others.

Mr. Schad has passed these principles on
to his son, U.S. Army Sgt. Brian Schad, who
will soon be deployed to Afghanistan after
serving in Djibouti, Africa. We all owe a debt
of gratitude to families such as the Schads,
who have taken up their country’s call. Madam
Speaker, | am proud to express the gratitude
and affection of myself and my constituents to
Mr. Schad and his entire family.

———

TRIBUTE TO COLORADO STATE
SENATOR JOHN EVANS

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor former Colorado State Senator
John Evans.

A fifth generation Coloradoan, Mr. Evans’s
contributions to the State of Colorado are in-
numerable.

After graduating from Lakewood High
School, Mr. Evans earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree from the University of Denver. He later
completed his Masters of Education and Ph.
D. at Georgia State University, in Atlanta. In
1986, Mr. Evans graduated from Valparaiso
University School of Law.

For over twenty-three years Mr. Evans de-
voted his talents to serving in both the public
and higher education arenas. Drawing on this
experience, he served as an at-large member
of the State Board of Education for four years.
During his tenure Mr. Evans was a leader in
making Colorado a national leader in school
reform.

Mr. Evans continued his work as a cham-
pion of Colorado school children in the state
Senate. In addition to his work on education
issues, he also served as Assistant Majority
Leader, Chair of the Legal Services Com-
mittee, and Vice-Chair of the Finance Com-
mittee.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Evans’s service to the
people—especially the students—of Colorado
will not soon be forgotten. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Mr. John
Evans.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ROSSI
RALENKOTTER

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and honor my friend Rossi
Ralenkotter for his commitment and dedication
to the Las Vegas community.

Rossi Ralenkotter has been a resident of
Las Vegas for over 54 years. During this time,
Rossi earned his bachelor of science in mar-
keting from Arizona State University and his
master of business administration from Univer-
sity of Nevada Las Vegas. He has worked
with the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors
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