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at her funeral in Detroit, MI. Just a
few days earlier, Rosa Parks became
the first woman in the history of the
United States to lie in honor in the
Capitol Rotunda. And, a few years ear-
lier on June 15, 1999, Rosa Parks was
presented with the highest honor of
Congress, the Congressional Gold
Medal. The actions of Rosa Parks
merit such honor, as her silent resist-
ance to the humiliation and demor-
alization of racial segregation sparked
the civil rights movement. Over 51
years ago in Montgomery, AL, she re-
fused to give up her seat and move to
the back of the bus. The strength and
spirit of this courageous woman and
her act of peaceful rebellion captured
the conscience of the American people
and the world. For Rosa Parks, this
was but a small part of a lifetime of
struggle for equality and justice. In
fact, 12 years earlier, Rosa Parks had
been arrested for violating another seg-
regation law, which required African
Americans to pay their fares at the
front of the bus, then exit and reenter
at the rear door. The driver of that bus
was the same driver that would order
Rosa Parks to the back of the bus in
December of 1955.

The boycott of the bus system in
Montgomery was a direct result of
Rosa Parks’ actions, which sparked a
movement that called attention to the
plight of African Americans nationwide
and introduced the world to the civil
rights movement and its young leader,
who would one day have a national hol-
iday declared in his honor, Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr.

Mr. President, we have come a long
way toward achieving justice and
equality for all. But we still have work
to do. We must rededicate ourselves to
continuing the struggle for civil rights
and human rights.

———

DEALERS MUST BE HELD
ACCOUNTABLE

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, the de-
mand for firearms by criminals and
other prohibited purchasers is high.
Unfortunately, there are also some
dealers willing to supply those fire-
arms. The simple fact is that criminals
would not be able to so readily acquire
weapons without gun dealers who are
willing to bypass gun sales laws. This
willingness by some licensed gun deal-
ers to supply gun traffickers with fire-
arms provides a steady flow of guns
into the illegal market.

Multiple sales of the same model of
gun to an individual are considered by
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives, ATF, to be among
the prime indicators that gun traf-
ficking is occurring from a gun shop.
Gun collectors generally do not collect
duplicates of the same firearm. The at-
tempt to make multiple purchases of
the same weapon should raise a red flag
for the dealer to the possibility of traf-
ficking, and reports of multiple sales
to the ATF by responsible gun dealers
provide a significant percentage of
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leads for gun trafficking investiga-
tions. According to ATF reports, hand-
guns sold as part of multiple sales com-
prised nearly a quarter of all guns sold
in 1999 that were traced to crime that
same year. Moreover, guns with oblit-
erated serial numbers, a clear sign of
trafficking, are substantially more
likely to have been part of a multiple
sale. Dealers are responsible for the
products they sell, and they must be
held accountable to inquire about the
purpose the buyer declares for pur-
chasing multiple handguns at one time
and report such suspicious behavior to
the ATF. One step several States have
taken in order to address the issue of
multiple purchases is instituting a one-
handgun-per-month purchasing restric-
tion.

Another common tool traffickers use
to acquire firearms from licensed deal-
ers is to avoid multiple sale reporting
requirements by waiting short periods
of time between handgun purchases.
During a police operation in Chicago,
some dealers suggested to undercover
officers that they space out their pur-
chases in order to avoid detection by
law enforcement. Under Federal law,
dealers are required to report only
sales of two or more handguns within a
5 day period to the ATF. By encour-
aging purchasers to stagger their pur-
chases every 6 days, a dealer would be
able to circumvent reporting potential
trafficking to law enforcement.

Using in-store accomplices to fill out
the required Federal paperwork is also
a common method gun traffickers em-
ploy. The most obvious sign of this oc-
curs when the person who fills out the
Federal purchasing forms is not the
person looking at, handling, or select-
ing the gun to be purchased or paying
for the weapon. Even if the purchaser
is buying only a single handgun, this
type of sale should not be permitted by
a licensed gun dealer.

These types of illegal transactions
likely occur every day in some licensed
gun dealerships across the country. We
must make it harder for criminals to
get guns to decrease the number of gun
violence victims. Those gun dealers
who willingly aid gun traffickers must
be held accountable for their actions.

———

NATIONAL SALUTE TO
HOSPITALIZED VETERANS WEEK

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, this week
we commemorate National Salute to
Hospitalized Veterans Week.

In recent years, more than 10 million
letters and cards, and thousands of per-
sonal visits have warmed the hearts of
hospitalized veterans during National
Salute to Hospitalized Veterans Week.
This wonderful outpouring of gratitude
has reached across the VA health care
system’s 155 hospitals, their 130-plus
nursing homes, and 45 domiciliaries—
which comprise the Nation’s largest in-
tegrated health care system.

I commend each and every person
who has or will use this week as an op-
portunity to show their gratitude and
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respect to hospitalized veterans. Yet I
do not feel that we should stop when
this week ends. Hospitalized veterans,
and all veterans, should remain in our
hearts and minds throughout the year.
With them in mind, I want to discuss,
at this fitting moment, the President’s
budget proposal for VA.

I am concerned that President Bush’s
budget for VA medical care is out of
touch with the demands being placed
on the VA health care system. After
accounting for inflation and increased
utilization costs, President Bush’s
budget for VA health care translates to
a mere fourteen-hundredth of a 1-per-
cent increase in VA’s health care budg-
et. The President proposes that the VA
health system’s budget stays virtually
the same, while veterans’ needs are
changing and increasing.

Nearly 3,500 men and women in uni-
form have lost their lives in Iraq and
Afghanistan, and nearly 25,000 have
been wounded in action. Veterans of
previous wars are increasingly facing
age-related health concerns. This is a
critical time of critical need. At this
time, is a budget increase translating
to less than one-seventh of one percent
responsible? Is it really enough?

We should salute our hospitalized
veterans by providing the funds for the
health care they need and have earned.
After all, who can accept the alter-
native? Should we turn away aging vet-
erans? Deny proper medical care to the
physically wounded and mentally
scarred? Is it any good to have a week
honoring hospitalized veterans if we do
not tend to their wounds in the coming
year?

I believe serving veterans is a pri-
ority, especially those with urgent,
pressing medical needs. On this week
as much as any other, we must make
attending to those needs a budget pri-
ority as well.

———

THE TRAGEDY AT TROLLEY
SQUARE

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor and pay tribute to the
many heroes who have emerged out of
a horrific tragedy that took place in
my home State this week.

On Monday evening, February 12th, a
lone gunman entered Trolley Square, a
bustling shopping, dining, and enter-
tainment plaza located in Salt Lake
City. For the next several minutes he
randomly shot and killed five people
and wounded four others—leaving a
path of destruction and a community
in utter shock and grief.

Those who lost their lives that
evening included: Teresa Ellis and her
friend Brad Frantz; Kirsten Hinckley, a
15-year-old sophomore at Brighton
High School; Vanessa Quinn who was
meeting her husband at Trolley Square
to shop for a long-awaited wedding
ring; and Jeffery Walker, a Utah mar-
keting director.

In the ensuing minutes, shoppers
scrambled for cover and feared for their
lives. Shop owners corralled customers
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and helped them take refuge in closets,
backrooms, and hidden cubby holes.
Frantic 9-1-1 calls were placed by many
and within minutes courageous police
officers had contained the suspect.

As the story unfolded, one hero stood
out in the chaotic terror. Off-duty
Ogden police officer Kenneth Hammond
was at Trolley Square having a pre-
Valentines Day dinner with his preg-
nant wife, Sarita. As they were fin-
ishing their meal, the Hammonds heard
popping noises and looked over the
mall balcony to see bodies laying
below.

Officer Hammond sent his wife back
to call the police and lockdown the res-
taurant. Shouting his name to let cus-
tomers know he was an off-duty police
officer, and not a second gunman, he
made his way to the bottom level. He
engaged the shooter in a gun battle
hoping to distract him from killing any
other innocent people. Running out of
ammunition, he was soon joined by a
Salt Lake City officer and members of
the SWAT team. Within about 9 min-
utes, the battle was over—the suspect
lay dead along with five beloved mem-
bers of our community.

We can only imagine the terror that
the brave Hammonds felt. Mrs. Ham-
mond, fearing for her husband’s safety,
bravely went to protect other shoppers
and alert authorities. Officer Ham-
mond, fearing he would not be recog-
nized as a law enforcement official
since he was off duty and in another ju-
risdiction, still selflessly reacted to
save lives.

Without a moment’s hesitation, Offi-
cer Hammond put the needs of our
community first before any thought for
his own safety or well-being.

There is no question his heroic acts
saved countless other lives that could
have been lost on that tragic evening.

Words cannot express the vital role
his selfless service and courageous ac-
tion played in ending the massacre.

Salt Lake City Police Chief Chris
Burbank described Officer Hammond’s
quick action and courage this way:
“Going in and engaging a subject who
was well armed and prepared to engage
him, without having the benefits of a
uniform, extra equipment or magazines
for his firearms, is truly heroic.”

In addition to Officer Hammond, I
would like to take this opportunity to
recognize the many, many other police
officers from various law enforcement
agencies who responded to the calls for
help. Precisely and courageously these
officers went about their duties evacu-
ating the premises, getting immediate
help for hurt victims, comforting the
grief-stricken shoppers, and containing
the crime scene. I want to commend
the rapid response of law enforcement
agencies who worked together on a
crime scene of this magnitude. I am
proud of all of the officers who ren-
dered such important service.

It is hard to understand why some-
thing this horrific happens in life. But
in this time of our deepest sorrow, it
has been comforting to witness so
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many wonderful Utahns who have
stepped up to lighten the burdens of
those involved.

Neighbors in the vicinity of Trolley
Square opened their homes to shell-
shocked shoppers that night as a refuge
to wait for further instructions. Total
strangers hugged and comforted those
leaving the mall who desperately need-
ed a strong shoulder to lean on, and
grief counseling services are being
made available to those impacted by
this tragedy. As neighbors and fellow
Utahns, we are united in our grief and
desire to comfort those suffering.

My home State has suffered a trag-
edy of incomprehensible magnitude.
The actions of one determined to kill
will have an impact on many of our
wonderful citizens for years to come.
As difficult as this has been and will
continue to be, the examples of selfless
service and heroic acts will never be
forgotten.

I have been deeply touched by so
many who truly made a difference in
the aftermath of this tragedy. Elaine
and I pray that our Heavenly Father’s
peace will comfort the family members
and friends of the victims, as well as
all who have been forever touched by
this tragedy.

———————

REMEMBERING JUDGE THOMAS E.
FAIRCHILD

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today
I honor the memory of one of the great
jurists in the history of my State and
someone I was honored to call a friend
and mentor: Judge Thomas Fairchild.

Judge Fairchild earned the respect of
all who knew him for his keen mind,
his kind manner, and his humility. His
long and distinguished career in public
service included serving as Wisconsin’s
attorney general, as a State supreme
court justice, and as Federal appeals
court judge on the Seventh U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals, where he rose to be-
come chief judge. He held that position
from 1975 to 1981 when he became a sen-
ior judge on the appeals court.

Judge Fairchild stood for justice and
equality in his work on the bench, and
his work in politics as he made a cou-
rageous run for Senate against Joe
McCarthy in 1952. Through that and
other efforts, he played a critical role
in efforts to revitalize the State’s
Democratic Party.

Judge Fairchild was a brilliant legal
mind and a man of exceptional char-
acter. He was also an extremely special
person in my family and a great friend
of my father’s. As is the case with any-
one who has known me for more than
40 years, he called me Rusty.

Whenever my father, Leon Feingold,
or my mother, Sylvia Feingold, re-
ferred to Judge Fairchild, it was al-
ways with reverence. Some of the big-
gest decisions of his career were made,
at least in part, in our living room. I
have always been deeply proud of that
fact.

The Thomas E. Fairchild lecture at
University of Wisconsin Law School,
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established in 1988 as a tribute to
Judge Fairchild, is just one reflection
of his tremendous stature in Wisconsin.
When I delivered the Fairchild lecture
in 2005, with Judge Fairchild listening
in the audience, it was a great honor
for me, and a wonderful experience.

I am deeply saddened by the passing
of Judge Fairchild, for the loss this
means for his family, and for all those
who knew him. He was one of our
State’s great legal minds, and one of
our most dedicated public servants. I
feel so fortunate to have known him,
and so grateful for the many things he
taught me and the many kindnesses he
showed me over the years. The work he
did, and the life he lived, will continue
to enrich Wisconsin and the Nation for
many years to come.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

SPAY DAY 2007

e Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, as a
veterinarian, I often have animal
issues called to my attention by people
who—rightly—assume that my back-
ground gives me a deeper appreciation
of the matter. One such animal issue
that goes largely unnoticed is the prob-
lem of homeless cats in urban areas.
There are an estimated 125,000 such
cats in the Denver metro area that
never make it to a shelter. These cats,
unowned and unsocialized, continue to
breed and suffer in feral colonies.

I am pleased to recognize today Spay
Day USA, an event designed to manage
feral cat colonies through spaying and
neutering. On February 26, the Rocky
Mountain Alley Cat Alliance is
cohosting Spay a Stray Day with the
Cat Care Society and the Dumb
Friends League. A host of veterinar-
ians and other volunteers hope to spay
and neuter 120 cats that day, thus pre-
venting the births of hundreds of un-
wanted Kittens.

The Rocky Mountain Alley Cat Alli-
ance was founded in 1991. They work
with volunteers, veterinarians, and
citizens to prevent feral and stray kit-
tens from being born on the street and
to improve the lives of those already
born and abandoned. They are the only
local organization that specializes in
nonlethal population control and hands
on assistance with feral and stray cats.
Last year, the alliance spayed or
neutered over 2,000 feral and stray cats,
preventing an estimated 50,000 home-
less Kkittens from being born. They
treat injuries and illnesses wherever
possible and find homes for abandoned
cats and kittens. Unmanaged feral cat
colonies experience the worst forms of
suffering, yet they are the most under-
served segment of companion animal
overpopulation.

I am grateful for the alliance’s con-
tribution to our society and the good
they will do on the 26th with their
partners. I wish them continued suc-
cess.®
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