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war against terrorism by carrying out com-
bat operations in Afghanistan, training oper-
ations in the Philippines, and other oper-
ations elsewhere;

Whereas in the aftermath of the Presi-
dent’s announcement of Operation Iraqi
Freedom in March 2003, the 75th Ranger
Regiment, special forces units, and units of
the 82nd Airborne Division, the 101st Air-
borne Division (Air Assault), and the 173rd
Airborne Brigade, together with other units
of the Armed Forces, have been prosecuting
the war against terrorism, carrying out com-
bat operations, conducting civil affair mis-
sions, and assisting in establishing democ-
racy in Iraq;

Whereas the airborne forces are and will
continue to be at the ready and the forefront
until the Global War on Terrorism is con-
cluded;

Whereas of the members and former mem-
bers of the United States combat airborne
forces, all have achieved distinction by earn-
ing the right to wear the airborne’s ‘““Silver
Wings of Courage’’, thousands have achieved
the distinction of making combat jumps, 69
have earned the Medal of Honor, and hun-
dreds have earned the Distinguished-Service
Cross, Silver Star, or other decorations and
awards for displays of such traits as heroism,
gallantry, intrepidity, and valor;

Whereas the members and former members
of the United States combat airborne forces
are members of a proud and honorable frater-
nity of the profession of arms that is made
exclusive by those distinctions which, to-
gether with their special skills and achieve-
ments, distinguish them as intrepid combat
parachutists, special operation forces, and
(in former days) glider troops; and

Whereas the history and achievements of
the members and former members of the air-
borne forces of the United States Armed
Forces warrant special expressions of the
gratitude of the American people as the air-
borne community celebrates August 16, 2007
as the 67th anniversary of the first official
jump by the Army Parachute Test Platoon:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates August 16, 2007 as ‘‘National
Airborne Day’’; and

(2) calls on the people of the United States
to observe ‘‘National Airborne Day’’ with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties.

SENATE RESOLUTION 83—TO
AMEND THE STANDING RULES
OF THE SENATE TO PROHIBIT
FILLING THE TREE

Mr. SPECTER (for himself and Mr.
COBURN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration:

S. RES. 83

Resolved, That (a) rule XV of the Standing
Rules of the Senate is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘6. Notwithstanding action on a first de-
gree amendment, it shall not be in order for
a Senator to offer a second degree amend-
ment to his or her own first degree amend-
ment.”’.

(b) The amendment made by subsection (a)

shall take effect at the beginning of the
111th Congress.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 84—OBSERV-
ING FEBRUARY 23, 2007, AS THE
200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE
TRADE IN THE BRITISH EMPIRE,
HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED
LIFE AND LEGACY OF WILLIAM
WILBERFORCE, AND ENCOUR-
AGING THE PEOPLE OF THE
UNITED STATES TO FOLLOW THE
EXAMPLE OF WILLIAM WILBER-
FORCE BY SELFLESSLY PUR-
SUING RESPECT FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS AROUND THE WORLD

Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself and
Mr. PRYOR) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

S. RES. 84

Whereas, at the age of 21, William Wilber-
force was elected to the House of Commons
of Great Britain;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce and his colleagues
actively engaged in many initiatives with
the sole purpose of renewing British culture
at the turn of the 19th century in order to
bring about positive social change;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce advocated prison
reform that equally respected justice and
human dignity, and encouraged reconcili-
ation;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce sought to im-
prove the conditions for, and minimize the
use of, child laborers;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce dedicated his life
to ending the British slave trade and the
abolition of slavery despite forceful opposi-
tion;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce was mentored by
former slave trader and author of the hymn
‘““Amazing Grace,”” John Newton, on the hor-
rors and inhumanity of the slave trade;

Whereas approximately 11,000,000 human
beings were captured and taken from Africa
to the Western Hemisphere to be sold as
commodities and forced into slavery and
bondage;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce fought for 20
years in the House of Commons to pass legis-
lation banning the slave trade;

Whereas, on February 23, 1807, Parliament
passed a bill banning the slave trade in the
British Empire as a direct result of the ef-
forts of Mr. Wilberforce;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce inspired and en-
couraged those who opposed slavery in the
United States, including political leaders
like John Quincy Adams, and spread a mes-
sage of hope and freedom throughout the
United States;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce labored for 46
years to abolish the institution of slavery in
the British Empire, ceaselessly defending
those without a voice in society;

Whereas, in 1833, Mr. Wilberforce was in-
formed on his death bed that the House of
Commons had voted to abolish slavery alto-
gether;

Whereas section 102(a) of the Victims of
Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of
2000 (22 U.S.C. 7101(a)) states that human
trafficking is ‘‘a contemporary manifesta-
tion of slavery whose victims are predomi-
nantly women and children’’;

Whereas the scourge of human slavery con-
tinues to pollute our world and assault
human dignity and freedom;

Whereas, in 2006, the United States Depart-
ment of State estimated that between 600,000
and 800,000 men, women, and children were
trafficked across international borders for
use as bonded laborers or sex slaves, or for
other nefarious purposes;

Whereas the International Labour Organi-
zation estimates that there are more than
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12,000,000 people in forced labor, bonded
labor, forced child labor, and sexual ser-
vitude around the world, a number that is
greater than the number of slaves that ex-
isted at the time of Mr. Wilberforce’s death;

Whereas all people must continue to fight,
as Mr. Wilberforce fought, for the true aboli-
tion of slavery and for respect for human
dignity in all aspects of modern culture; and

Whereas the people of the United States
should carry on the legacy of William Wil-
berforce by working to end the modern slave
trade, human trafficking, and the degrada-
tion of human dignity: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) observes February 23, 2007, as the 200th
anniversary of the ban of the slave trade in
the British Empire;

(2) recognizes the positive impact William
Wilberforce had on renewing the culture of
his day and ending the inhumane practice of
human slavery;

(3) commends to the people of the United
States the example of William Wilberforce
and his commitment to the values of inher-
ent human dignity and freedom, which reside
in each and every human being;

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to—

(A) observe the 200th anniversary of the
ban of the slave trade in the British Empire;

(B) reflect on William Wilberforce’s selfless
dedication to the fight against slavery and
his commitment to the neediest in society:;
and

(C) commit themselves to recognize the
value of human life and human dignity; and

(5) unequivocally condemns all forms of
human trafficking and slavery, which are an
assault on human dignity that William Wil-
berforce would steadfastly resist.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 12—SUPPORTING THE
GOALS AND IDEALS OF A NA-
TIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR AND
TO CELEBRATE AND HONOR THE
RECIPIENTS OF THE MEDAL OF
HONOR ON THE ANNIVERSARY
OF THE FIRST AWARD OF THAT
MEDAL IN 1863

Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Mr. CRAIG,
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. KERRY,
Mr. DORGAN, Mr. WEBB, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
BINGAMAN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. WARNER,
Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. SALAZAR,
and Ms. SNOWE) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. CON. REs. 12

Whereas the Medal of Honor, the highest
award for valor in action against an enemy
force that can be bestowed to a member of
the Armed Forces, is awarded by the Presi-
dent, in the name of Congress, to individuals
who have distinguished themselves conspicu-
ously by gallantry and intrepidity at the
risk of their lives above and beyond the call
of duty;

Whereas the United States will forever be
in debt to the recipients of the Medal of
Honor for their bravery and sacrifice in
times of war or armed conflict;

Whereas the first Medal of Honor awards
were presented to 6 men on March 25, 1863, by
the Secretary of War;

Whereas only 3,443 individuals out of the
millions of men and women who have served
the United States in war, military oper-
ations, or other armed conflicts have been
awarded the Medal of Honor;

Whereas there are 111 living recipients of
the Medal of Honor, as of January 1, 2007;
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