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Pearl Harbor where she made the ultimate 
sacrifice for her country. It has been 66 years 
and it is time we acted to fully honor the cou-
rageous women who are bestowed with the 
Purple Heart. Let us honor the memory of 
First Lieutenant Fox and the countless other 
women who have made unimaginable sac-
rifices for all of us by voting yes on H.R. 1119. 
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HONORING 2007 TUSKEGEE AIRMEN 

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 16, 2007 

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, it is my 
privilege to honor the three members of the 
Tuskegee Airmen from my home district: Mor-
ris Washington, Alvin LaRue, Julius Calloway. 
Sixty-five years ago, legally mandated bigotry 
permeated every aspect of civilian life. Oppor-
tunities for a Black man or woman were few, 
for the most superficial of reasons: the color of 
their skin. Still, when Congress demanded the 
formation of an all Black Army Air Corps unit 
in March of 1941, hundreds signed up for the 
99th Pursuit Squadron to defend the country 
that oppressed them. 

These brave men became the Tuskegee 
Airmen, and they did more than merely enlist. 
Ten months later, America found itself in the 
thralls of the Second World War. But despite 
showing remarkable aptitude—96 was the low-
est score among all their flight tests—a deep 
sense of racism blinded their commanders to 
the proper and necessary action, and the Air-
men were initially left out of combat. But as 
the conflict wore on, necessity sent these 
dedicated and capable men of valor into the 
skies where they deftly completed mission 
after mission, giving America a vital thrust in 
our efforts to defeat the Axis powers. 

In their legendary P–51 Mustangs, the 
Tuskegee Airmen astonished their doubters by 
prevailing against the Nazis who frequently 
outnumbered them. Soon, the Airmen were 
known for the prowess rather than their race 
and inspired a legend that they had never lost 
a single man to enemy fire. 

By the end of the war, they had flown more 
than 15,000 sorties on 1,500 missions and 
were awarded two Presidential Unit Citations, 
744 Air Medals, 150 Distinguished Flying 
Crosses, several Bronze and Silver Stars, and 
most recently a Congressional Gold Medal. 

Though officially recognized for their heroic 
accomplishments, the Airmen returned home 
to a nation still paralyzed by racial hatred and 
two more decades of legalized segregation. 

Every citizen who enjoys the freedom that 
America offers owes a debt to these coura-
geous men who, rather than seek revenge, 
chose to look past there own oppression and 
see the potential of their Nation’s greatness. 
We are ashamed of the treatment they re-
ceived and hope to follow their example, build-
ing a society where racial bigotry can be found 
only in the annals of our history books. 

I am proud that three of these heroes, Mor-
ris Washington, Alvin LaRue, and Julius 
Calloway, still call my district of Louisville, KY, 
home. I am honored to represent them and 
hope that you will all join me in giving them 
the recognition they deserve. 

TRIBUTE TO BARBARO 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 16, 2007 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize horse racing’s most inspirational fig-
ure, Barbaro. In his short-lived life, Barbaro 
quickly became one of the sport’s most re-
spected and beloved champions. Foaled on 
April 29, 2003, this American thoroughbred 
racehorse warmed his way into the hearts of 
many Americans with his success on the track 
and his courage through injury. 

Barbaro knew nothing but success in his 
racing career, winning his first six races and 
earning winnings of over $2 million. Yet de-
spite his undefeated record through his first 
five starts, his achievements went largely un-
noticed until May 6, 2006. On that day, his vic-
tory at the Kentucky Derby earned him the re-
spect of horse racing fans nationwide. Barbaro 
entered the race with odds of 6 to 1. After 
stumbling at the start, Barbaro moved easily to 
the front when the leading horses tired at the 
five-sixteenths pole and he glided through the 
stretch to win in a fast time of 2 minutes, 1.36 
seconds. Barbaro’s final quarter-mile run of 24 
and one fifth seconds was the fastest since 
Secretariat’s in 1973, and his victory margin of 
61⁄2 lengths was the longest since Triple 
Crown winner Assault won the Derby by eight 
in 1946. As the crowd celebrated and looked 
on the horse with amazement, jockey Edgar 
Prado rode Barbaro into the winner’s circle, 
pumping his fists at 108,065 cheering fans, 
the second largest crowd in Derby history. 

A new hero had been born as Barbaro be-
came just the sixth undefeated winner in the 
Derby’s 132 year history. His impressive per-
formance under the Twin Spires at Churchill 
Downs inspired diehard racing fans and cas-
ual observers alike. Heading into The 
Preakness as the heavy favorite, Barbaro was 
thought by many to have the best chance of 
becoming the first Triple Crown winner since 
1978. 

As fate would have it, Barbaro was unable 
to finish the race due to what would become 
a fatal injury. Barbaro shocked spectators by 
breaking through the starting gate just before 
the race began. After being reloaded, he tore 
away from the gate, determined not to let his 
previous jumpstart stand in the way of victory. 
But just seconds into the race, Barbaro broke 
down in his right hind leg and was prudently 
pulled up by Prado. Barbaro fans would soon 
learn that he had fractured three bones in and 
around the ankle of his right hind leg, making 
it impossible for him to race ever again. 

Nevertheless, Barbaro’s terrifying break-
down on national television would not be his 
legacy. Instead, the story of this great horse 
became a tale of unyielding love and deter-
mination that captured the attention of millions 
across the country. The unprecedented level 
of care and advanced medical treatment of-
fered by Barbaro’s owners, Roy and Gretchen 
Jackson, and his medical team were displayed 
on network news shows and national maga-
zines. Get-well cards and letters from around 
the world were sent to him throughout his 
struggle to recover. 

Despite receiving the best possible care and 
an outpouring of public affection, Barbaro’s 
eight month battle for life was characterized by 

significant progress followed by substantial 
setbacks. On January 29, 2007, Roy and 
Gretchen Jackson came to the conclusion with 
Barbaro’s veterinarian, Dr. Dean W. Richard-
son, that Barbaro was in too much pain and 
that it was no longer possible for Barbaro to 
make the miracle recovery everyone was hop-
ing for. 

Barbaro’s fight for life demonstrated unique 
courage and remarkable spirit that captured 
the hearts of America. Millions of people em-
braced this amazing racehorse, followed his 
struggle, and waited for his miracle recovery. 
We all hoped and prayed for a happy ending 
to this fairy tale story but there would be no 
such ending. 

Barbaro’s story is one of great perseverance 
and great integrity that was shown day in and 
day out by him, his owners, and his care-
givers. Barbaro proved that greatness is not 
only achieved on the racetrack but through a 
willingness and determination to overcome all 
obstacles life may present. This son of 
Dynaformer out of Carson City mare La Ville 
Rouge gave us a lifetime of memories to be 
proud of, and he will be remembered in the 
annals of horse racing for all of history. 
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RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF WAYNE PEACOCK 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 16, 2007 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, it 
is an honor for me to rise today to recognize 
the retirement of Wayne Peacock. Over the 
last three decades, Mr. Peacock dedicated his 
work to local government in my district in 
northwest Florida. 

After growing up in Pensacola and grad-
uating from Pensacola High School, Wayne 
joined the United States Marine Corps. This 
devotion to country and desire to serve and 
help others would be a resonating theme 
throughout the rest of his life. After 4 years in 
the corps, he went back to college and re-
ceived a bachelor of science degree at the 
University of West Florida. 

Mr. Peacock’s first job out of college was a 
teacher, which helped fine tune his ability to 
guide and inspire other people. Over the next 
3 years, he worked as a counselor with sev-
eral different programs under the Community 
Action Program. These programs were set up 
to help people of different ages who were un-
employed or disadvantaged to join the work-
force and set employment goals. 

Over the next several years, Wayne contin-
ued his dedicated service to the community. 
He moved up within the Community Action 
Program becoming responsible for its overall 
curriculum, as well as serving as liaison to 
local educational institutions, ensuring compli-
ance with Federal regulations, and maintaining 
the program’s success. 

By 1977, Wayne Peacock had already 
made a tremendous impact on thousands of 
lives as he helped people get back on their 
feet and join the American workforce. With his 
energy still full as ever and as others recog-
nized his knowledge of community-based pro-
grams, he became an interagency coordinator 
for all of Escambia County—a position which 
coordinated all social service programs involv-
ing local, State, and Federal agencies. Wayne 
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