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To the belfry chamber overhead, 
And startled the pigeons from their perch 
On the sombre rafters, that round him made 
Masses and moving shapes of shade,— 
By the trembling ladder, steep and tall, 
To the highest window in the wall, 
Where he paused to listen and look down 
A moment on the roofs of the town 
And the moonlight flowing over all. 
Beneath, in the churchyard, lay the dead, 
In their night encampment on the hill, 
Wrapped in silence so deep and still 
That he could hear, like a sentinel’s tread, 
The watchful night-wind, as it went 
Creeping along from tent to tent, 
And seeming to whisper, ‘‘All is well!’’ 
A moment only he feels the spell 
Of the place and the hour, and the secret 

dread 
Of the lonely belfry and the dead; 
For suddenly all his thoughts are bent 
On a shadowy something far away, 
Where the river widens to meet the bay,— 
A line of black that bends and floats 
On the rising tide like a bridge of boats. 

Meanwhile, impatient to mount and ride, 
Booted and spurred, with a heavy stride 
On the opposite shore walked Paul Revere. 
Now he patted his horse’s side, 
Now he gazed at the landscape far and near, 
Then, impetuous, stamped the earth, 
And turned and tightened his saddle girth; 
But mostly he watched with eager search 
The belfry tower of the Old North Church, 
As it rose above the graves on the hill, 
Lonely and spectral and sombre and still. 
And lo! as he looks, on the belfry’s height 
A glimmer, and then a gleam of light! 
He springs to the saddle, the bridle he turns, 
But lingers and gazes, till full on his sight 
A second lamp in the belfry burns. 

A hurry of hoofs in a village street, 
A shape in the moonlight, a bulk in the dark, 
And beneath, from the pebbles, in passing, a 

spark 
Struck out by a steed flying fearless and 

fleet; 
That was all! And yet, through the gloom 

and the light, 
The fate of a nation was riding that night; 
And the spark struck out by that steed, in 

his flight, 
Kindled the land into flame with its heat. 
He has left the village and mounted the 

steep, 
And beneath him, tranquil and broad and 

deep, 
Is the Mystic, meeting the ocean tides; 
And under the alders that skirt its edge, 
Now soft on the sand, now loud on the ledge, 
Is heard the tramp of his steed as he rides. 

It was twelve by the village clock 
When he crossed the bridge into Medford 

town. 
He heard the crowing of the cock, 
And the barking of the farmer’s dog, 
And felt the damp of the river fog, 
That rises after the sun goes down. 

It was one by the village clock, 
When he galloped into Lexington. 
He saw the gilded weathercock 
Swim in the moonlight as he passed, 
And the meeting-house windows, black and 

bare, 
Gaze at him with a spectral glare, 
As if they already stood aghast 
At the bloody work they would look upon. 

It was two by the village clock, 
When he came to the bridge in Concord town. 
He heard the bleating of the flock, 
And the twitter of birds among the trees, 
And felt the breath of the morning breeze 
Blowing over the meadow brown. 
And one was safe and asleep in his bed 
Who at the bridge would be first to fall, 
Who that day would be lying dead, 

Pierced by a British musket ball. 

You know the rest. In the books you have 
read 

How the British Regulars fired and fled,—— 
How the farmers gave them ball for ball, 
From behind each fence and farmyard wall, 
Chasing the redcoats down the lane, 
Then crossing the fields to emerge again 
Under the trees at the turn of the road, 
And only pausing to fire and load. 

So through the night rode Paul Revere; 
And so through the night went his cry of 

alarm 
To every Middlesex village and farm,—— 
A cry of defiance, and not of fear, 
A voice in the darkness, a knock at the door, 
And a word that shall echo for evermore! 
For, borne on the night-wind of the Past, 
Through all our history, to the last, 
In the hour of darkness and peril and need, 
The people will waken and listen to hear 
The hurrying hoof-beats of that steed, 
And the midnight message of Paul Revere. 

—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

WE THE PEOPLE NATIONAL 
FINALISTS 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, from 
April 28 to 30, 2007, more than 1,200 stu-
dents from across the country will visit 
Washington, DC, to take part in the 
national finals of We the People: The 
Citizen and the Constitution, the most 
extensive educational program in the 
country developed to educate young 
people about the U.S. Constitution and 
Bill of Rights. Administered by the 
Center for Civic Education, the We the 
People Program is funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education by act of 
Congress. 

I am proud to announce that the 
State of Arkansas will be represented 
by a class from Pottsville High School 
at this prestigious national event. 
These outstanding students, through 
their knowledge of the U.S. Constitu-
tion, won their statewide competition 
and earned the chance to come to our 
Nation’s Capital and compete at the 
national level. 

While in Washington, the students 
will participate in a 3-day academic 
competition that simulates a congres-
sional hearing in which they ‘‘testify’’ 
before a panel of judges. Students dem-
onstrate their knowledge and under-
standing of constitutional principles as 
they evaluate, take, and defend posi-
tions on relevant historical and con-
temporary issues. It is important to 
note that results of independent stud-
ies of this nationally acclaimed pro-
gram reveal that We the People stu-
dents have knowledge gains that are 
superior to students who have not par-
ticipated in the program. Students also 
display a greater political tolerance 
and commitment to the principles and 
values of the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights than do students using tradi-
tional textbooks and approaches. With 
many reports and surveys indicating a 
lack of civic knowledge and civic par-
ticipation, I am pleased to support 
such a superb program that is pro-

ducing an enlightened and engaged 
citizenry. 

The names of these outstanding stu-
dents from Pottsville High School are 
Jimmy Freeman, Amber Fuentes, 
Dustin Harrell, Zach Murdoch, Brent 
Pless, James Schell, Hannah Walker, 
Hannah Williamson, and Tyler 
Winchell. 

I also wish to commend the teacher 
of the class, James Wagner, who is re-
sponsible for preparing these young 
constitutional experts for the national 
finals. Also worthy of special recogni-
tion is Jeff Wittingham, the State co-
ordinator, and Marilyn Friga, the dis-
trict coordinator, who are among those 
responsible for implementing the We 
the People Program in my State. 

I wish these students much success as 
they prepare to compete at the We the 
People national finals and applaud 
their exceptional achievement.∑ 
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COMMENDING DICK MUNSON 
∑ Mr. REED. Mr. President, on behalf 
of the 29 members of the Northeast- 
Midwest Senate Coalition, I commend 
Richard Munson for his distinguished 
service as the director of the North-
east-Midwest Institute. For more than 
two decades through four Presidential 
administrations, 10 Congresses, and 
dramatic changes in our Nation’s polit-
ical landscape—Mr. Munson’s leader-
ship has kept the institute at the fore-
front of policy innovations to benefit 
our region. 

Formed in the mid-1970s, the insti-
tute works with the bipartisan North-
east-Midwest Senate and Congressional 
Coalitions to develop and implement 
policies that promote the economic vi-
tality and environmental quality of the 
region’s 18 States. As the institute’s 
lead strategist, Mr. Munson has col-
laborated with the coalitions’ leaders 
and task forces to identify the region’s 
pressing concerns, deliver high quality 
research about policies to address 
them, and provide information that 
made a compelling case for legislation. 

Mr. Munson brought to the institute 
an unparalleled grasp of the internal 
workings of Congress. In 1993, he au-
thored the Cardinals of Capitol Hill, a 
story about the men and women who 
control government spending which 
former House Budget Committee 
Chairman James Jones said ‘‘should be 
required reading for those who want to 
understand our government.’’ Mr. Mun-
son also provided expertise in energy 
efficiency and utility regulation, dem-
onstrated in his book, ‘‘The Power 
Makers,’’ and more recently, ‘‘From 
Edison to Enron: The Business of 
Power and What It Means for the Fu-
ture of Electricity.’’ 

To complement his own skills and 
knowledge, Mr. Munson enlisted a staff 
of seasoned policy entrepreneurs, af-
fording them the flexibility and lati-
tude to launch groundbreaking initia-
tives from Great Lakes restoration to 
brownfields revitalization to commu-
nity-based agriculture. Much of the in-
stitute’s success has been rooted in Mr. 
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