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March 1, 2007

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 745

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Gulf Coast
Export Recovery Act of 2007”°.

SEC. 2. ADDITIONAL STAFF FOR NEW ORLEANS
UNITED STATES EXPORT ASSIST-
ANCE CENTER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Com-
merce shall hire 1 additional full-time inter-
national trade specialist, to be located in the
New Orleans, Louisiana, United States Ex-
port Assistance Center.

(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The international
trade specialist hired under subsection (a)
shall provide service to the parishes of East
Baton Rouge, West Baton Rouge, Pointe
Coupee, Iberville, St. Martin, St. Landry,
and Iberia, Liouisiana, and any other parish
selected by the Secretary of Commerce.

SEC. 3. GULF COAST EXPORT ASSISTANCE.

(a) INCREASE IN SMALL BUSINESS INTER-
NATIONAL TRADE STAFF.—The Administrator
shall hire an additional full-time inter-
national finance specialist to the Office of
International Trade of the Administration.

(b) LOCATION AND SERVICE AREA.—The
international finance specialist hired under
subsection (a) shall—

(1) be located in the New Orleans, Lou-
isiana United States Export Assistance Cen-
ter;

(2) help to carry out the export promotion
efforts described in section 22 of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 649); and

(3) provide such services in the States of
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama.

(¢) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be
appropriated to the Administration such
sums as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion.

(2) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Amounts
made available under this subsection shall
remain available until expended.

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act, the terms ‘‘Ad-
ministration” and ‘‘Administrator” mean
the Small Business Administration and the
Administrator thereof, respectively.

By Mr. BROWNBACK (for him-
self, Mr. INOUYE, Ms. CANTWELL,
Mr. DopD, Ms. LANDRIEU, and
Mr. CRAPO):

S.J. Res. 4. A joint resolution to ac-
knowledge a long history of official
depredations and ill-conceived policies
by the United States Government re-
garding Indian tribes and offer an apol-
ogy to all Native Peoples on behalf of
the United States; to the Committee
on Indian Affairs.

S.J. RES. 4

Whereas the ancestors of today’s Native
Peoples inhabited the land of the present-day
United States since time immemorial and
for thousands of years before the arrival of
peoples of European descent;

Whereas the Native Peoples have for mil-
lennia honored, protected, and stewarded
this land we cherish;

Whereas the Native Peoples are spiritual
peoples with a deep and abiding belief in the
Creator, and for millennia their peoples have
maintained a powerful spiritual connection
to this land, as is evidenced by their customs
and legends;

Whereas the arrival of Europeans in North
America opened a new chapter in the his-
tories of the Native Peoples;
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Whereas, while establishment of perma-
nent European settlements in North America
did stir conflict with nearby Indian tribes,
peaceful and mutually beneficial inter-
actions also took place;

Whereas the foundational English settle-
ments in Jamestown, Virginia, and Plym-
outh, Massachusetts, owed their survival in
large measure to the compassion and aid of
the Native Peoples in their vicinities;

Whereas in the infancy of the TUnited
States, the founders of the Republic ex-
pressed their desire for a just relationship
with the Indian tribes, as evidenced by the
Northwest Ordinance enacted by Congress in
1787, which begins with the phrase, ‘“The ut-
most good faith shall always be observed to-
ward the Indians’’;

Whereas Indian tribes provided great as-
sistance to the fledgling Republic as it
strengthened and grew, including invaluable
help to Meriwether Lewis and William Clark
on their epic journey from St. Louis, Mis-
souri, to the Pacific Coast;

Whereas Native Peoples and non-Native
settlers engaged in numerous armed con-
flicts;

Whereas the United States Government
violated many of the treaties ratified by
Congress and other diplomatic agreements
with Indian tribes;

Whereas this Nation should address the
broken treaties and many of the more ill-
conceived Federal policies that followed,
such as extermination, termination, forced
removal and relocation, the outlawing of tra-
ditional religions, and the destruction of sa-
cred places;

Whereas the United States forced Indian
tribes and their citizens to move away from
their traditional homelands and onto feder-
ally established and controlled reservations,
in accordance with such Acts as the Indian
Removal Act of 1830;

Whereas many Native Peoples suffered and
perished—

(1) during the execution of the official
United States Government policy of forced
removal, including the infamous Trail of
Tears and Long Walk;

(2) during bloody armed confrontations and
massacres, such as the Sand Creek Massacre
in 1864 and the Wounded Knee Massacre in
1890; and

(3) on numerous Indian reservations;

Whereas the United States Government
condemned the traditions, beliefs, and cus-
toms of the Native Peoples and endeavored
to assimilate them by such policies as the re-
distribution of land under the General Allot-
ment Act of 1887 and the forcible removal of
Native children from their families to far-
away boarding schools where their Native
practices and languages were degraded and
forbidden;

Whereas officials of the United States Gov-
ernment and private United States citizens
harmed Native Peoples by the unlawful ac-
quisition of recognized tribal land and the
theft of tribal resources and assets from rec-
ognized tribal land;

Whereas the policies of the United States
Government toward Indian tribes and the
breaking of covenants with Indian tribes
have contributed to the severe social ills and
economic troubles in many Native commu-
nities today;

Whereas, despite the wrongs committed
against Native Peoples by the United States,
the Native Peoples have remained com-
mitted to the protection of this great land,
as evidenced by the fact that, on a per capita
basis, more Native people have served in the
United States Armed Forces and placed
themselves in harm’s way in defense of the
United States in every major military con-
flict than any other ethnic group;
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Whereas Indian tribes have actively influ-
enced the public life of the United States by
continued cooperation with Congress and the
Department of the Interior, through the in-
volvement of Native individuals in official
United States Government positions, and by
leadership of their own sovereign Indian
tribes;

Whereas Indian tribes are resilient and de-
termined to preserve, develop, and transmit
to future generations their unique cultural
identities;

Whereas the National Museum of the
American Indian was established within the
Smithsonian Institution as a living memo-
rial to the Native Peoples and their tradi-
tions; and

Whereas Native Peoples are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable
rights, and that among those are life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND APOLOGY.

The United States, acting through Con-
gress—

(1) recognizes the special legal and polit-
ical relationship the Indian tribes have with
the United States and the solemn covenant
with the land we share;

(2) commends and honors the Native Peo-
ples for the thousands of years that they
have stewarded and protected this land;

(3) recognizes that there have been years of
official depredations, ill-conceived policies,
and the breaking of covenants by the United
States Government regarding Indian tribes;

(4) apologizes on behalf of the people of the
United States to all Native Peoples for the
many instances of violence, maltreatment,
and neglect inflicted on Native Peoples by
citizens of the United States;

(5) expresses its regret for the ramifica-
tions of former wrongs and its commitment
to build on the positive relationships of the
past and present to move toward a brighter
future where all the people of this land live
reconciled as brothers and sisters, and har-
moniously steward and protect this land to-
gether;

(6) urges the President to acknowledge the
wrongs of the United States against Indian
tribes in the history of the United States in
order to bring healing to this land by pro-
viding a proper foundation for reconciliation
between the United States and Indian tribes;
and

(7) commends the State governments that
have begun reconciliation efforts with recog-
nized Indian tribes located in their bound-
aries and encourages all State governments
similarly to work toward reconciling rela-
tionships with Indian tribes within their
boundaries.

SEC. 2. DISCLAIMER.

Nothing in this Joint Resolution—

(1) authorizes or supports any claim
against the United States; or

(2) serves as a settlement of any claim
against the United States.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 92—CALLING
FOR THE IMMEDIATE AND UN-
CONDITIONAL RELEASE OF SOL-
DIERS OF ISRAEL HELD CAPTIVE
BY HAMAS AND HEZBOLLAH

Mrs. CLINTON (for herself, Mr.
VOINOVICH, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. BROWN-
BACK, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
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COLEMAN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and
Mr. NELSON of Florida) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. REsS. 92

Whereas Israel withdrew from southern
Lebanon on May 24, 2000;

Whereas Congress expressed concern for
soldiers of Israel missing in Lebanon and
Syrian-controlled territory of Lebanon in
the Act entitled “To locate and secure the
return of Zachary Baumel, a United States
citizen, and other Israeli soldiers missing in
action’”, approved November 8, 1999 (Public
Law 106-89), which required the Secretary of
State to raise the status of missing soldiers
of Israel with appropriate government offi-
cials of Syria, Lebanon, the Palestinian Au-
thority, and other governments in the re-
gion, and to submit to Congress reports on
those efforts and any subsequent discovery
of relevant information;

Whereas, on June 18, 2000, the United Na-
tions Security Council welcomed and en-
dorsed the report by United Nations Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan that Israel had
withdrawn completely from Lebanon under
the terms of United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 425 (1978);

Whereas Israel completed its withdrawal
from Gaza on September 12, 2005;

Whereas, on June 25, 2006, Hamas and allied
terrorists crossed into Israel to attack a
military post, killing 2 soldiers and wound-
ing a third, Gilad Shalit, who was kidnapped;

Whereas, on July 12, 2006, terrorists of
Hezbollah crossed into Israel to attack
troops of Israeli patrolling the Israeli side of
the border with Lebanon, killing 3 soldiers,
wounding 2 more, and Kkidnapping Ehud
Goldwasser and Eldad Regev;

Whereas Gilad Shalit has been held in cap-
tivity by Hamas for more than 7 months;

Whereas Ehud Goldwasser and Eldad Regev
have been held in captivity by Hezbollah for
more than 6 months;

Whereas Hamas and Hezbollah have with-
held all information on the health and wel-
fare of the men they have kidnapped; and

Whereas, contrary to the most basic stand-
ards of humanitarian conduct, Hamas and
Hezbollah have prevented access to the
Israeli captives by competent medical per-
sonnel and representatives of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) demands that—

(A) Hamas immediately and uncondition-
ally release Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit;

(B) Hezbollah accept the mandate of
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1701 (2006) by immediately and uncondition-
ally releasing  Israeli soldiers  Ehud
Goldwasser and Eldad Regev; and

(C) Hezbollah and Hamas accede to the
most basic standards of humanitarian con-
duct and allow prompt access to the Israeli
captives by competent medical personnel
and representatives of the International
Committee of the Red Cross;

(2) expresses—

(A) vigorous support and unwavering com-
mitment to the welfare and survival of the
State of Israel as a Jewish and democratic
state with secure borders;

(B) strong support and deep interest in
achieving a resolution of the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict through the creation of a via-
ble and independent Palestinian state living
in peace alongside of the State of Israel;

(C) ongoing concern and sympathy for the
families of Gilad Shalit, Ehud Goldwasser,
Eldad Regev, and all other missing soldiers
of Israel; and
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(D) full commitment to seek the imme-
diate and unconditional release of the Israeli
captives; and

(3) condemns—

(A) Hamas and Hezbollah for the cross bor-
der attacks and Kkidnappings that precip-
itated weeks of intensive armed conflict be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah and armed Pales-
tinian groups; and

(B) Iran and Syria for their ongoing sup-
port of Hezbollah and Hamas.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 15—AUTHORIZING THE RO-
TUNDA OF THE CAPITOL TO BE
USED ON MARCH 29, 2007, FOR A
CEREMONY TO AWARD THE CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO
THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN

Mr. LEVIN (for himself and Mr. STE-
VENS) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was referred to
the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration:

S. CoN. RESs. 15

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Rotunda of
the Capitol is authorized to be used on
March 29, 2007, for a ceremony to award a
Congressional Gold Medal collectively to the
Tuskegee Airmen in accordance with Public
Law 109-213. Physical preparations for the
ceremony shall be carried out in accordance
with such conditions as the Architect of the
Capitol may prescribe.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 16—CALLING ON THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF UGANDA AND THE
LORD’S RESISTANCE ARMY (LRA)
TO RECOMMIT TO A POLITICAL
SOLUTION TO THE CONFLICT IN
NORTHERN UGANDA AND TO RE-

COMMENCE VITAL PEACE
TALKS, AND URGING IMMEDIATE
AND SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT

FOR THE ONGOING PEACE PROC-
ESS FROM THE UNITED STATES
AND THE INTERNATIONAL COM-
MUNITY

Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. KERRY,
Mr. MARTINEZ, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mrs.
BOXER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Ms. COLLINS, and Mr. MCCAIN)
submitted the following concurrent
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. CON. RES. 16

Whereas, for nearly two decades, the Gov-
ernment of Uganda has been engaged in an
armed conflict with the Lord’s Resistance
Army (LRA) that has resulted in up to
200,000 deaths from violence and disease and
the displacement of more than 1,600,000 civil-
ians from eastern and northern Uganda.

Whereas former United Nations Undersec-
retary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and
Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland
has called the crisis in northern Uganda ‘‘the
biggest forgotten, neglected humanitarian
emergency in the world today’’;

Whereas Joseph Kony, the leader of the
LRA, and several of his associates have been
indicted by the International Criminal Court
for war crimes and crimes against humanity,
including rape, murder, enslavement, sexual
enslavement, and the forced recruitment of
an estimated 66,000 children;
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Whereas the LRA is a severe and repeat vi-
olator of human rights and has continued to
attack civilians and humanitarian aid work-
ers despite a succession of ceasefire agree-
ments;

Whereas the Secretary of State has labeled
the LRA ‘‘vicious and cult-like”” and des-
ignates it as a terrorist organization;

Whereas the 2005 Department of State re-
port on the human rights record of the Gov-
ernment of Uganda found that ‘‘security
forces committed unlawful killings... and
were responsible for deaths as a result of tor-
ture” along with other ‘‘serious problems,”’
including repression of political opposition,
official impunity, and violence against
women and children;

Whereas, in the 2004 Northern Uganda Cri-
sis Response Act (Public Law 108-283; 118
Stat. 912), Congress declared its support for a
peaceful resolution of the conflict in north-
ern and eastern Uganda and called for the
United States and the international commu-
nity to assist in rehabilitation, reconstruc-
tion, and demobilization efforts;

Whereas the Cessation of Hostilities Agree-
ment, which was mediated by the Govern-
ment of Southern Sudan and signed by rep-
resentatives of the Government of Uganda
and the LRA on August 20, 2006, and ex-
tended on November 1, 2006, requires both
parties to cease all hostile military and
media offensives and asks the Sudan People’s
Liberation Army to facilitate the safe as-
sembly of LRA fighters in designated areas
for the duration of the peace talks;

Whereas the Cessation of Hostilities Agree-
ment is set to expire on February 28, 2007,
and although both parties to the agreement
have indicated that they are willing to con-
tinue with the peace talks, no date has been
set for resumption of the talks, and recent
reports have suggested that both rebel and
Government forces are preparing to return
to war;

Whereas a return to civil war would yield
disastrous results for the people of northern
Uganda and for regional stability, while
peace in Uganda will bolster the fragile Com-
prehensive Peace Agreement in Sudan and
de-escalate tensions in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo;

Whereas continuing violence and insta-
bility obstruct the delivery of humanitarian
assistance to the people of northern Uganda
and impede national and regional trade, de-
velopment and democratization efforts, and
counter-terrorism initiatives; and

Whereas the Senate unanimously passed
Senate Resolution 366, 109th Congress,
agreed to February 6, 2006, and Senate Reso-
lution 573, 109th Congress, agreed to Sep-
tember 19, 2006, calling on Uganda, Sudan,
the United States, and the international
community to bring justice and provide hu-
manitarian assistance to northern Uganda
and to support the successful transition from
conflict to sustainable peace, while the
House of Representatives has not yet consid-
ered comparable legislation: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) disapproves of the LRA leadership’s in-
consistent commitment to resolving the con-
flict in Uganda peacefully;

(2) urges the Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA) and the Government of Uganda to re-
turn to negotiations in order to extend and
expand upon the existing ceasefire and to re-
commit to pursuing a political solution to
this conflict;

(3) entreats all parties in the region to im-
mediately cease human rights violations and
address, within the context of a broader na-
tional reconciliation process in Uganda,
issues of accountability and impunity for
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