H2140

then known as Coahuila y Tejas: the
elimination of the State’s legislative
body; the denial of religious freedom;
the elimination of the civil justice sys-
tem; and the confiscation of firearms,
which was one particularly intolerable
act among Texans.

Finally, it stated that because of the injustice
of Santa Anna’s tyrannical government, Tex-
ans were severing their connection with the
Mexican nation and declaring themselves “a
free, sovereign, and independent republic . . .
fully invested with all the rights and attributes”
that belong to independent nations; and a dec-
laration that they “fearlessly and confidently”
committed their decision to “the Supreme Ar-
biter of the destinies of nations.”

Mr. Speaker, | hope that Congress and this
whole country join all Texans in honoring
these brave men who stood up for liberty and
freedom 171 years ago.

——————

MORROW COUNTY ROADS AND
ACCESS TO PUBLIC LANDS

(Mr. WALDEN of Oregon asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, the failure of Congress to reauthor-
ize the Secure Rural Schools and Com-
munity Self-Determination Act is a
breach of faith to more than 600 for-
ested counties and 4,400 school districts
across our great country.

There are more than 400 miles of
paved road in Morrow County, Oregon,
where every county road leads to a na-
tional forest. Lioss of this program and
funds means no portion of any paved
road will be replaced and basic mainte-
nance will stop. One of the most expen-
sive roads for the county to maintain
runs through the Umatilla National
Forest and is a designated scenic
byway.

Without county payments, people
won’t be able to safely access their
public lands, and the hope of a new out-
door recreation economy to replace the
lost timber jobs goes unfulfilled.

County Public Works Director Burke
O’Brien says: ‘“We are not the ones who
stopped our sustainable Federal timber
harvest. However, now we are being
forced to lose even the funds promised
to replace the lost forest revenues.”

My colleagues, Congress must keep
the Federal Government’s word and its
promise to the timbered communities.
It is time to get a hearing and a mark-
up and to pass H.R. 17. Time is running
out for forested timber communities.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT OF UGANDA
RESOLUTION

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to bring attention to
the dire situation in Africa that does
not receive the attention it deserves.

Today, along with Senator RUSS
FEINGOLD, I introduced a concurrent
resolution that I hope will eventually

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

bring some peace to the ravaged region
of northern Uganda. Specifically, it
calls on the Government of Uganda and
the so-called Lord’s Resistance Army
to recommit to a political solution to
the conflict in northern Uganda and to
recommence peace talks that are vital.

It also urges immediate and substan-
tial support for the ongoing peace proc-
ess from the United States and the
international community.

Mr. Speaker, the tragedy in Darfur
rightfully has been receiving a great
deal of attention as of late. But to the
southeast of that region, another trag-
edy has been developing for nearly two
decades. More than 200,000 Ugandans
have died from the violence and disease
brought about by the conflict between
the Ugandan Government and the LRA.

What is particularly disgusting about
this conflict is the forced recruitment
of children by LRA. The boys are
turned into killing machines and the
girls into sex slaves.

Former U.N. Under Secretary Gen-
eral Jan Egeland has called the crisis
in northern Uganda the biggest forgot-
ten humanitarian emergency in the
world today.

————
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WELCH of Vermont). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 18,
2007, and under a previous order of the
House, the following Members will be
recognized for 5 minutes each.

——————

FORMER U.S. BORDER PATROL
AGENTS RAMOS AND COMPEAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today is the 48th day since a
great injustice took place in this coun-
try. On January 17 of 2007, two U.S.
Border Patrol agents entered Federal
prison to begin serving 11- and 12-year
sentences respectively.

Agents Compean and Ramos were
convicted last spring for shooting a
Mexican drug smuggler who brought
743 pounds of marijuana across our bor-
der into Texas. The smuggler’s van
contained $1 million worth of mari-
juana.

These agents never should have been
prosecuted, but they are now hand-
cuffed in Federal prison.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office granted
immunity to the smuggler and pros-
ecuted the agents almost exclusively
on the testimony of an admitted drug
smuggler who claimed he was unarmed.
The drug smuggler received full med-
ical care in El1 Paso, Texas, was per-
mitted to return to Mexico, and is now
suing the Border Patrol for $5 million
for violating his civil rights.

Mr. Speaker, he is not an American
citizen. He is a criminal.

Mr. Speaker, countless citizens and
dozens of Members of Congress want to
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know why our government is on the
wrong side of this case. Over the past 6
months, Members of Congress have re-
peatedly petitioned President Bush to
pardon these agents.

Since the agents’ conviction, new de-
tails continue to emerge that call into
question the prosecution and the out-
come of this case. Recently, I sent a
letter to the President detailing the
troubling revelations that the prosecu-
tors in this case may not have provided
crucial evidence to the defense. This
evidence includes a Homeland Security
memo that states two supervisors at
the scene knew about the shooting, but
failed to report it. This contradicts the
prosecution’s claim that the agents
knew they did something wrong and
tried to cover up the shooting.

Since then, Drug Enforcement Agen-
cy, DEA, reports have also revealed
that the Mexican drug smuggler
brought a second load of 752 pounds of
marijuana, but the prosecutors suc-
ceeded in Kkeeping this information
sealed from the jury and the public.

Citizens across this country and
Members of Congress want to know
why does the U.S. Attorney’s Office in
western Texas choose to go after law
enforcement officers while protecting
illegal aliens who commit crimes in
this great Nation.

Mr. Speaker, every day that these
men remain behind bars is a travesty
of justice. Because the President has so
far refused to stand up for justice in
this case, last month Agent Ramos was
assaulted in prison.

But, Mr. Speaker, the President has
the power to immediately reverse this
injustice by granting a pardon to these
two innocent men.

And, Mr. Speaker, before I close, I
want to say that the American people
have rallied behind these two Border
agents who are heroes in this country,
not criminals. And it is time that this
White House wake up and listen to the
American people.

————

HONORING THOMAS F. EAGLETON
FOR 50 YEARS OF PUBLIC SERVICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. CARNAHAN)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, this
evening I would like to speak about a
true statesman that we have lost in our
country and in my home State of Mis-
souri. We lost, over the weekend,
former U.S. Senator Thomas F. Eagle-
ton. Not only was he a true statesman,
but he had a giant heart, a powerful in-
tellect, and a keen wit.

He leaves behind his wife, Barbara,
whom he married in 1956, two children,
son Terence and daughter Christie,
three grandchildren and a brother.

Not long ago, friends gathered in St.
Louis and celebrated 50 years since
Senator Eagleton had entered public
service. And he had many chapters in
an amazing life. He served his country
honorably in the United States Navy,
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