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House of Representatives

The House met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. GIFFORDS).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

Washington, DC, March 6, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable GABRIELLE
GIFFORDS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———————

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5
minutes.

—————

WE MUST TAKE CARE OF OUR
VETERANS

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
historically, the month of March has
been a time when we greet representa-
tives of our Nation’s veterans who
come to Capitol Hill to advocate on be-
half of their fellow veterans. This year,
however, it is hard not to feel a sense
of shame as we see the veterans spread-
ing out over Capitol Hill again car-
rying their message. Sadly, as has been
shown in our hearings and on the front
pages of our papers around the country
in countless news accounts, Congress

has done a poor job of listening to their
needs in the past, and we are seeing
more than ever the need to address
those concerns directly.

I haven’t supported the reckless
treatment of our veterans. I have sup-
ported our Democratic efforts when we
were in the minority, fighting for ap-
propriate funding and equipment. But
we can only go so far with an adminis-
tration that has been focused on its
own version of reality and its own pri-
orities very much at variance with our
veterans, and that have been enabled
for the last 6 years by a Republican
leadership with their own sense of pri-
orities.

We have seen and heard from our vet-
erans about the long waits, the red
tape. It is not, however, the fault of
some faceless bureaucracy as implied
by Vice President CHENEY yesterday,
because there are countless dedicated
men and women who still provide good
care for most of our veterans and who
want to do better. It is an administra-
tion and its policies and the people
that they have put in charge that must
change. And, of course, it is the war in
Iraq, itself.

It is not just a question of money. We
have given plenty of money to this ad-
ministration, more in fact than they
have asked for. We are spending more
on our military and veterans than the
entire rest of the world combined. But
because of the mismanagement, we
have been giving too much to the
wrong people to do the wrong things,
dealing with the wrong priorities.

I just left a budget hearing. We are
still looking at an administration that
wants to lavish billions on missile de-
fense and Cold War era weapons, while
having proposals that would cut pro-
grams for traumatic brain injury and,
according to the Congressional Budget
Office, underfund our veterans’ needs
by some $3.4 billion over the next 5
years.

We are dealing with an administra-
tion that has put political operatives

in sensitive positions. The head of the
Veterans Administration, for example,
is a former head of the Republican
Party who was surprised about the
budget problems, whose administration
forgot about the thousands of return-
ing veterans that were going to need
more services, who was baffled by the
security lapses in the veterans’ files on
VA computers.

This last week, I hope the tide is
turning. I hope that finally the spot-
light that has been focused on ampli-
fying the concerns that a number of us
have heard and have talked about in
the past, will make a case that will not
be possible for this administration to
ignore any longer.

Mr. Vice President, it’s not just the
Federal bureaucracy. It’s your bu-
reaucracy after 6 years. It’s your budg-
ets, your priorities, your leaders who
are failing.

I am confident that this Congress
will be able to turn the tide so next
year, when our veterans’ representa-
tives are here on Capitol Hill, we are
not going to feel guilty; that we will be
able to look our young men and women
who are in the service today and the
people who are recovering from their
service overseas in the eye, knowing
that we, this Congress, the administra-
tion and the American people have
done all we could for them.

———
FIRST COOLING, NOW WARMING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. STEARNS) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. STEARNS. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

My colleagues, here is a quote from a
Newsweek article: ‘““There are ominous
signs that the Earth’s weather patterns
have begun to change dramatically,
and that these changes may portend a
drastic decline in food production, with
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serious political implications for about
every nation on Earth. The drop in
food output could begin quite soon,
perhaps only 10 years from now.”’

My colleagues, Newsweek published
this dire warning in its April 28, 1975
issue, years before global warming
began getting the headlines it does
today.

Did Newsweek accurately forecast
the coming of global warming more
than 30 years ago? No. The article enti-
tled ‘““The Cooling World” warned that
the Earth’s climate seemed to be cool-
ing to the point that populations
around the world are in imminent dan-
ger because of the coming ice age.

Newsweek was not the only publica-
tion to warn about the supposed threat
of global cooling during the 1970s. In an
article entitled ‘‘Another Ice Age?’’ the
June 24, 1974 issue of Time reported:
“When meteorologists take an average
temperature around the globe, they
find that the atmosphere has been
growing gradually cooler for the past
three decades.” And Time’s article did
not predict a break in this decade-long
cooling trend.

The article continued to warn that
“‘telltale signs were everywhere, from
the unexpected persistence and thick-
ness of packed ice in the waters around
Iceland to the southward migration of
warm-loving creatures like the arma-
dillo from the Midwest.”

Fortune magazine also gave warning.
A February 1974 article entitled ‘‘Omi-
nous Changes in the World’s Weather”’
claimed that ‘‘there is a fair agreement
among researchers that the earth is
now heading very slowly into another
major ice age, such as the one that
brought the glaciers deep into North
America before it retreated some 10,000
years ago.”’

This article also pointed to the sup-
posedly unusual weather patterns of
the day as indication of much worse
weather to come: ‘‘Climatologists now
blame those recurring droughts and
floods on a global cooling trend. It
could bring massive tragedies for man-
kind.”

These days, of course, we no longer
hear much, if anything, about the pos-
sibility of runaway global cooling trig-
gering another ice age. Instead, we
hear a lot about the threat of cata-
strophic global warming. Now, what
happened? Well, the temperature trend
changed. After dropping for about 35
years, the temperature started to rise
in the mid seventies, although the
global temperature now is only slightly
higher than it was in the 1940s when
the cooling trend began.

Over the centuries and millennia, the
weather has changed, at times radi-
cally. During the 10th century, the Vi-
kings established prosperous colonies
in Greenland, having named the island
for its lush pastures. By the early 15th
century, however, these were wiped out
by cold and hunger, and now four-fifths
of Greenland lies buried under hun-
dreds of feet of ice cap. No one blamed
human activity for this climate shift
or the ice age.
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But in the seventies, some experts ar-
gued that human impact on the envi-
ronment had grown to the point where
their atmospheric pollutants were con-
tributing significantly to global cool-
ing, just as some experts argue that
CO, and other greenhouse gas emis-
sions are causing global warming
today.

Climatologists suggested that dust
and other particles released into the
atmosphere as a result of farming and
the burning of fossil fuels were block-
ing more and more sunlight from
reaching and heating the surface of the
Earth. They projected that man’s po-
tential to pollute would increase six- to
eightfold over the next 50 years. And as
Reid Bryson stated in Fortune in Feb-
ruary 1974, ‘It is something that, if it
continues, will affect the whole human
occupation of the Earth, like a billion
people starving.”

Another of the concerned scientists
was Dr. Stephen Schneider, the co-au-
thor of the Science report, who in the
seventies was worried about the threat
of global cooling. Now at Stanford Uni-
versity, Dr. Schneider not only sees
things differently but is considered one
of the leading experts now sounding
the alarm about global warming. In a
recent MSNBC report, Dr. Schneider
argued that today’s warming trend
‘“‘has been induced by humans using the
atmosphere as a free place to dump our
tailpipe waste.”” However, not everyone
sounded the alarm about global cooling
in the seventies, just like not everyone
is sounding the alarm about global
warming today.

Madam Speaker, the fact that so
many experts were wrong about global
cooling in the seventies does not nec-
essarily mean that they are wrong
about global warming today, but it
does at least show that experts are

sometimes incredibly, incredibly
wrong.
—————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 43
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. WOOLSEY) at noon.

———

PRAYER

The Reverend Stan Gruneich, Na-
tional Chaplain, The American Legion,
offered the following prayer:

Holy God, our help in ages past,
present and future. In this place of his-
tory and memory, we remember with
gratitude that You have blessed our
Nation with this great land as our her-
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itage for this space in time. Grant that
in humility we all may live worthy of
that trust.

Bless this legislative body with clear
vision, deep insight and courage to
seek and do what is right. In Your gra-
cious mercy, Lord, may each strive to
see the best in everyone else. It is then
that we can discern what is best for all
here and in the world around us.

We pray for the men and women of
our military services. Sustain them
and their families during difficult
times. Give Your comfort to the
wounded in body or mind. Grant eter-
nal rest to those who died in the line of
duty.

Lord, hear our prayer. Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from South Dakota (Ms.
HERSETH) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. HERSETH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING REVEREND STAN
GRUNEICH

(Ms. HERSETH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HERSETH. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recognize Reverend Stan
Gruneich, National Chaplain of the
American Legion, as guest chaplain of
the House of Representatives.

On behalf of the entire House, thank
you, Reverend, for your prayer, for
serving as guest chaplain, for your
military service to this country, and
for your service to the American Le-
gion as national chaplain. We are hon-
ored to have you here today.

Reverend Gruneich was appointed
National Chaplain of the American Le-
gion on August 30, 2006. A U.S. Army
Vietnam-era veteran, he received his
bachelor of arts degree and his mas-
ter’s in divinity from the University of
Sioux Falls in Sioux Falls, South Da-
kota.

He is a member of the Kelly-Porter
Post 70 in Flandreau, South Dakota.
During his 22 years in the American
Legion, Chaplain Gruneich has held
several Kkey positions. In addition to
serving as post commander, he brings
15 years of experience as the South Da-
kota department chaplain to the floor
today.

Reverend Gruneich, I look forward to
continuing to work with you and your
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colleagues in the American Legion to
ensure our Nation’s veterans receive
the benefits they have earned and de-
serve.

Madam Speaker, thank you. And
thank you again to the Reverend, as we
thank him for sharing his spiritual
guidance and wisdom here today in the
House of Representatives and for his
commitment to serving his fellow vet-
erans.

———
SCOTT GARDNER ACT

(Mrs. MYRICK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MYRICK. Today, I reintroduce
the Scott Gardner Act. Tragically,
Scott Gardner, who was a loving hus-
band and father, was killed by a drunk
illegal alien who remained in our coun-
try even though he had previous DWI
convictions.

And we have had other constituents
killed recently. Jasmine Lawrence and
Min Chang were both killed in wrecks
caused by drunk-driving illegal immi-
grants in Charlotte, North Carolina,
area roads.

Most recently, 20-year-old LeeAnna
Newman and her unborn child were
killed just outside of my district after
her car was struck by an illegal alien
who later admitted to getting behind
the wheel after drinking tequila. He
had a previous conviction also in North
Carolina.

This act will give our law enforce-
ment and immigration officials the ca-
pacity and resources to deal with ille-
gal aliens driving under the influence
in a manner that fits the crime. It
would make DWI grounds for manda-
tory detention and deportation of ille-
gal aliens, and it would aid law en-
forcement and our immigration laws
by requiring the sharing of information
among Federal, State and local law en-
forcement agencies, who would be re-
quired to collect this information dur-
ing the course of their normal duties.

State and local law enforcement agencies
would be given the resouces required to de-
tain illegal aliens for DWI and immigration vio-
lations until they could be transferred to Fed-
eral authorities for deportation.

It is a travesty that our country allows illegal
immigrants to remain after being found guilty
of DWI.

We cannot prevent every instance of illegal
aliens driving under the influence.

However, there is no reason we should not
take every measure possible to remove habit-
ual DWI offenders from our roads.

Our constituents expect us to ensure their
safety and security.

The Scott Gardner Act will go a long way to-
ward clearing our roads of criminal illegal
aliens who represent a grave threat to the
safety of our citizens.

————
THE EMPLOYEE FREE CHOICE ACT

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, the
new Democratic Congress continues to
listen to the concerns of middle-class
Americans.

We know that average American fam-
ilies have actually lost ground over the
past several years, even after several
years of economic growth and high cor-
porate profits. Wages are stagnant, per-
sonal debts are at an all-time high, and
individual savings are at an all-time
low. Higher education and health care
costs are skyrocketing.

Last week, the Democratic Congress
took a step towards helping middle-
class families by passing the Employee
Free Choice Act, which helps Ameri-
cans join together to bargain for better
wages, benefits and working condi-
tions.

Once again, our legislation passed
with Dbipartisan support, and once
again, it will benefit working families
across this country. This is just one
more example of how the new Congress
is leading this Nation in a new direc-
tion, just as the American people asked
us to do last November.

———
SLOW-BLEED IS NO OPTION

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, right now, brave Americans
are going door to door in some of the
most dangerous parts of Iraq. They are
working with the Iraqi people to bring
stability to Iraq, and they are doing
this because it is their duty and be-
cause they understand our enemy,
what is at stake should we not succeed.

Right now, in households all across
this country, there are families pray-
ing for the safe return of their loved
ones. They understand the dangers.
They know what is at stake. Unfortu-
nately, in Washington, it would seem
that too many politicians do not real-
ize what is at stake, what the con-
sequences are of failure. Instead, some
propose we tell these soldiers and their
families that Congress believes that
the only choice is to close the door.
They say retreat is our only option.
Their desire is to adopt a policy of slow
bleed, methodically squeezing off the
necessary funding.

We all know our enemy is com-
mitted. We also know that this slow-
bleed tactic, supported by some here in
Washington, is a weakly disguised
measure to turn our backs on our sol-
diers. That is something, Madam
Speaker, that I cannot support.

SCOTT GARDNER ACT

(Mr. MCINTYRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCINTYRE. Madam Speaker, 1
am pleased to be speaking today about
an extremely important piece of legis-
lation that my good friend, Represent-
ative SUE MYRICK, and I are intro-
ducing. The Scott Gardner Act
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strengthens our national immigration
laws and preserves our public safety.

On July 16, 2005, 33-year-old husband
and father, Scott Gardner, was killed
by a drunk driver while his family was
driving to the beach located in my con-
gressional district. His wife was criti-
cally injured and his two children were
robbed of their father for the rest of
their lives. The drunk driver was a re-
peat offender and an illegal immigrant,
an individual who should never have
been in this country in the first place.

This tragedy was completely prevent-
able, but our broken borders allowed an
illegal immigrant with four prior
drunk driving charges to remain in the
United States. This situation must
change so that we never lose another
life to a criminal who doesn’t deserve
rightfully to be in our country.

This act, the Scott Gardner Act,
would ensure that DWI is grounds for
mandatory detention and deportation
of illegal aliens. It would improve com-
munications between Federal, State
and local agencies. And it would allow
those agencies and law enforcement to
collect immigration information in the
course of their normal duties.

——————

FAMILY FARM PRESERVATION
ACT

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, Amer-
ica has some of the most beautiful
farmland in the world. But rapidly ex-
panding urban sprawl is threatening
this cherished natural resource every
day. In fact, since 1960, approximately
1.5 million acres of American farmland
have been converted to nonagricultural
uses each year.

This week, I will introduce legisla-
tion aimed at slowing this trend that
threatens family farms and our cher-
ished open spaces. The Family Farm
Preservation Act would encourage
farmers to continue farming their land
by exempting them from capital gains
taxes when they sell their land devel-
opment rights to qualified groups com-
mitted to conservation. Without pro-
tection from this significant tax bur-
den, too many farmers are being forced
to sell their land to developers, and
that means fewer family farms and
ever-shrinking open spaces.

By giving farmers an incentive to
continue farming their land, this bill
helps preserve the cherished way of life
while protecting beautiful American
landscapes at the same time. I hope all
my colleagues will support the Family
Farm Preservation Act.

PRESIDENT’S HOMELAND
SECURITY BUDGET
(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, in his second State of the
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Union Address, President Bush stood in
this very Chamber and told the Nation
that the government would take un-
precedented measures to protect our
people and defend our homeland. As I
stand here, almost 5 years after the
creation of the Department of Home-
land Security, the President has deliv-
ered a budget that will not keep that
promise.

The President’s proposed budget once
again provides inadequate appropria-
tions for Homeland Security. President
Bush proposes slashing grants to our
first responders. This will include mas-
sive cuts to both our firefighter grants
and our State homeland security
grants. It includes cuts to law enforce-
ment and cuts to the Justice Depart-
ment, and all of this while trying to
fund tax cuts for the wealthiest among
us.

Madam Speaker, this Democratic
Congress remains focused on protecting
this Nation from the real threat of
global terrorism. Democrats are fight-
ing for America’s future. We will se-
cure not only our homeland but our
families, our jobs and our children’s fu-
ture.

————

HONDURAS MISSION

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recall the memory of
three selfless and courageous Geor-
gians, who tragically were killed in an
accident last month while performing
missionary work in rural Honduras.

Perry Goad and Ric Mason of
Cartersville and Martha Fuller of
Newnan were doing God’s work on a
church mission in the tiny village of
Mal Pais. Together with a group of vol-
unteers from several Georgia churches,
they were working to set up running
water, connect electricity, pave roads
and improve life for the families living
in Agalta Valley. It was during this ef-
fort that the group’s truck rolled over
on an undeveloped stretch of road, kill-
ing Perry, Ric and Martha.

Madam Speaker, these are three out-
standing citizens who eagerly dedi-
cated their time, their effort, their love
and spirit to helping those in need.
They were not content to simply sit in
church and learn about the problems
facing our world. They made an effort
to go out and to fix these problems.
And indeed, our community has truly
lost three guiding lights.

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me
in remembering the righteous lives of
Perry Goad, Ric Mason and Martha
Fuller and in offering prayers of heal-
ing to the other volunteers who were
injured in the accident.

———

FALSE LINK BETWEEN AL QAEDA-
IRAQ
(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. PASCRELL. It is not surprising
to learn that during the Scooter Libby
trial, Vice President CHENEY’s former
communications aide, Catherine Mar-
tin, said that delivering a message on
Meet the Press was a tactic we often
use. By the way, within the last 10 min-
utes, Mr. Libby has been found guilty
on four of five counts.

The truth shall lead America. The
truth is that the 9/11 Commission found
no credible evidence of a link between
Iraqg and Al Qaeda and the attacks
upon the United States. The epicenter
of our war against terror is not Iraq
but on the border of Pakistan and on
the border of Afghanistan.

The American people deserve the
truth instead of deceptive tactics. And
if this administration won’t give the
people the truth about this war, then
this Congress will.

He stated, Mr. CHENEY, five separate
occasions that Saddam Hussein was
joined at the hip with bin Laden. He
told the American people five times a
lie and repeated it year after year on
the same TV station. The epicenter of
our war on terror is on the border of
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers must refrain from engaging in
pesonalities toward the Vice President.

———

WE MUST TAKE CARE OF OUR
VETERANS

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, all
of us in this Chamber agree, our recov-
ering veterans deserve hospitals that
are clean, secure and sanitary when
they return home from the battlefield
defending our great Nation in the name
of liberty.

The recent findings at Walter Reed
Army Medical Center are a grave
breach of trust to those who shed blood
on the battlefield fighting for our free-
doms. This Congress must work with
the administration to implement a
comprehensive evaluation of condi-
tions at Walter Reed and hold those in
charge accountable for these deplor-
able conditions.

The bipartisan commission created
by the President to determine whether
similar problems exist at other mili-
tary and VA hospitals is also a nec-
essary and appropriate course of ac-
tion. Going forward, we must ensure
world-class standards and patient-cen-
tered efficiency for our veterans. Bet-
ter oversight is clearly necessary to en-
sure military facilities exemplify our
soldiers’ honor and courage.

As hearings on the conditions at Wal-
ter Reed are held this week, this Con-
gress must reaffirm its commitment to
our wounded soldiers and veterans to
ensure they are provided first class
medical care.
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WALTER REED SCANDAL

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker,
the long-festering situation at Walter
Reed’s Building 18 is nothing short of a
national scandal. I am pleased that the
new 110th Congress is taking critical
steps this week to investigate problems
at the facility, and hold accountable
leaders that allowed these conditions
to deteriorate to this disgraceful state.

Last week, I met with veterans from
my district to express deep concern
about the lack of adequate transpor-
tation for veterans, the increasing
length of time it takes for veterans to
receive benefits or access health care
and the stagnant funding of the VA
system over the last 6 years. And they
describe a system unable to cope with
increasing patients at a time of war.

The challenges faced by these Con-
necticut veterans are emblematic of a
military and VA health system
swamped by the influx of wounded from
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and
shortfalls of funding to adequately care
for them caused by the misplaced pri-
orities of the last Congress.

In the first days of this new Congress,
we took an important step to address
this problem by providing an addi-
tional $3.6 billion for veterans health
care, yet as my constituents related,
there remain critical issues that need
to be addressed as we move forward.
The men and women who serve this
country deserve nothing less than a
health care system worthy of their
service and sacrifice.

———
0 1215
CALLING FOR RESOURCES, ATTEN-
TION, AND ACCOUNTABILITY

FROM GOVERNMENT

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker,
you cannot run America on the cheap.

In the wake of Katrina, we learned
that years of requests for investment
in infrastructure and basic human
needs had been ignored. After sending
our troops into Iraq, we learned that
they lacked basic protective equipment
because this administration was look-
ing to save pennies even as it was wast-
ing billions of dollars on private con-
tracts run amok.

Now the scandal at Walter Reed Hos-
pital is revealing that behind the cur-
tain even our neediest veterans are not
being spared the double whammy of in-
adequate resources and lax account-
ability.

All Americans should be outraged at
this and demand accountability. But
we should also be outraged at the cyn-
ical agenda this administration has
brought to all government functions.
Resources are cut, making it impos-
sible for the affected workforce to de-
liver high-quality services. At the same
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time, critical functions are contracted
out to the private sector without ade-
quate oversight. Then the administra-
tion turns around and says, see, g0ov-
ernment doesn’t work.

Madam Speaker, it’s time we re-
versed course and put adequate re-
sources, attention, and accountability
towards the needs of all our citizens
but most especially our veterans.

———

PENTAGON SHOULD HAVE TAKEN
ACTION EARLIER THAN THE RE-
LEASE OF THE POST INVESTIGA-
TION

(Mr. SPACE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker, both
high-ranking Pentagon officials and
the White House have said that they
were shocked to learn of the shoddy
treatment wounded soldiers were re-
ceiving at Walter Reed. They say the
first time they heard about this treat-
ment was from The Washington Post
investigation last month.

Madam Speaker, there is simply no
way that the Bush administration did
not know that this was a problem be-
fore the Post report. Several GAO re-
ports have been conducted at the urg-
ing of Congress, and the findings of
those reports back up exactly what we
are now seeing at Walter Reed.

The Washington Post was also not
the first media outlet to highlight this
problem. Salon magazine reported on
the mistreatment of soldiers at Walter
Reed 2 years ago.

And yet the Bush administration
continues to claim that it knew noth-
ing about this until the Washington
Post investigation last month. The ad-
ministration is either completely out
of touch or it simply does not believe
taking care of our wounded military
personnel is a top priority. Either way,
it should be a top concern for this Con-
gress and the American people.

——————

BUSH ADMINISTRATION SHOULD
NOT BE NICKEL-AND-DIMING
AMERICA’S INJURED SOLDIERS

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, The
Washington Post headlines said it best:
“Rotten Homecoming—This is no way
to treat a veteran.”

A 4-month Washington Post inves-
tigation found frustrating delays some
of our returning soldiers are facing in
receiving the compensation they are
owed for the service to this Nation.
One soldier was sent to Walter Reed
after being smashed in the head by a
steel cargo door of an 18-wheeler near
the Iraqi border. Now the Pentagon is
saying that the soldier’s mental im-
pairment comes from his being slow in
high school, not from the dramatic
head injury he suffered in combat.

Madam Speaker, this Congress has
already begun investigating the out-
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rageous problems our soldiers are fac-
ing at Walter Reed. President Bush
cannot send them off to battle without
properly caring for them when they re-
turn home.

———————

CONGRESS MUST STOP FUNDING
THE WAR

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, it
appears that Congress, in the name of
supporting the troops, will soon give
President Bush the money he needs to
continue the war in Iraq even though
we don’t take care of the troops when
they come home.

If Congress funds the war, what will
happen next? More troop casualties;
more innocent civilians die; more de-
struction to Iraq; more destruction to
our budget here at home; cuts in health
care and education and job creation
and housing and, yes, in veterans care.

Unless Congress cuts off funds and
brings our troops home, we will be in
Iraq for years to come. And for what?

I have introduced H.R. 1234, a bill to
bring our troops home and stabilize
Iraaq.

Congress must take the first step and
stop funding the war. Support the
troops. Bring them home. Support H.R.
1234.

————

BUSH ADMINISTRATION NOT
PROPERLY PLANNING TO CARE
FOR WOUNDED MILITARY PER-
SONNEL

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, the
treatment some of our wounded mili-
tary personnel are receiving at Walter
Reed Army Hospital and other facili-
ties around the Nation is outrageous
and should be fixed immediately.

The conditions and the neglect that
many of these wounded soldiers are
facing is just another example of this
administration’s failure to plan for the
war in Iraq. It was bad enough that the
administration went into this war
without properly planning for the
aftermath of the fall of Baghdad. It is
inexcusable that the same administra-
tion does not have an acceptable plan
to care for wounded soldiers who re-
turn from combat in Iraq.

We have all heard the stories about
soldiers being moved into Building 18
with mold, mice, and cockroaches be-
cause Walter Reed had simply run out
of space.

Time after time this administration
has cut the Veterans Administration
budget during a time of war. And now
the President wants to send an addi-
tional 21,000 troops into Iraq. How can
we think of sending more troops into
Iraq when we don’t have enough space
here in our military hospitals to pro-
vide the wounded with the care they
rightfully deserve?
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We promise our veterans the quality
care they need and deserve when they
sign up to serve our country. It is time
we make good on that promise.

————————

WALTER REED HOSPITAL

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, at
yesterday’s hearing on Walter Reed, 1
asked the brass whether putting Walter
Reed on the BRAC closure list had af-
fected the hospital’s staffing and sta-
bility. All responded that it had. Army
Vice Chief of Staff Cody said, ‘“We're
trying to get the best people. Who
would want to sign up to work at a hos-
pital that might be closing?”’

You don’t close your premium mili-
tary hospital in the middle of a shoot-
ing war and the war on terrorism. I
can’t imagine that Congress would
spend $3 billion on bricks and mortar
that could go to wounded soldiers and
to veterans. Yet as long as BRAC man-
dates closure, vital staff who value
their careers get the closure signal.

This week I intend to file a bill to
keep Walter Reed open. Too much
harm has been done already. Let’s not
compound Walter Reed’s problems by
keeping a costly closure threat on the
books.

—————

SCHIP

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to speak about
the immediate crisis in Georgia’s
PeachCare program.

Georgia’s SCHIP program is expected
to have $131 million in shortfall this
fiscal year. This shortfall has forced
the Georgia Department of Community
Health to announce that by March 11,
in only 5 days, it will no longer accept
new enrollees. This means that by next
week nearly 300,000 children in Georgia
will remain uninsured and unable to
participate in this hugely successful
program.

The leadership in the Georgia Gen-
eral Assembly seems to think that
eliminating some children from the
program  will help resolve the
PeachCare crisis. The Governor has so
far not stated publicly that he will use
available State money to sustain
PeachCare during this shortfall crisis.
And Congress, for its part, has been un-
able to act quickly enough to appro-
priate the funds that Georgia and the
other 13 shortfall States need.

The Georgia General Assembly, the
Governor, and the Congress must act
immediately to save the PeachCare
program. Georgia must continue to
provide health care to children who are
currently enrolled in the PeachCare
program and to all of those children
who are eligible for the program.

Long live the Dixie Chicks.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 5, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 2, 2007, at 12:30 pm:

That the Senate passed S. 743.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 47.

That the Senate agreed to S. Con Res. 16.
Appointments:

British-American
Group

North Atlantic Treaty Organization Par-
liamentary Assembly

Canada-United States Interparliamentary
Group

Mexico-United States Interparliamentary
Group

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

Interparliamentary

LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

HONORING THE LIFE AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE LATE
DR. JOHN GARANG DE MABIOR

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 98) honoring the life
and achievements of the late Dr. John
Garang de Mabior and reaffirming the
continued commitment of the House of
Representatives to a just and lasting
peace in the Republic of the Sudan, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 98

Whereas Dr. John Garang de Mabior,
founder and leader of the Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), was
born on June 23, 1945, in Bor, Sudan;

Whereas Dr. Garang joined the Anya-Nya
Movement in 1970, a liberation movement in
Southern Sudan, and after the 1972 Addis
Ababa Peace Agreement, he became a mem-
ber of the Sudanese Armed Forces;

Whereas as Deputy Director of the Mili-
tary Research Branch of the Sudanese
Armed Forces, Dr. Garang demonstrated his
leadership abilities in the early stages of his
military career;

Whereas Dr. Garang studied economics at
Grinnell College and received his master of
arts and doctorate degrees from Iowa State
University;
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Whereas Dr. Garang skillfully managed to
consolidate his base after the devastating
split in the SPLM/A in 1991;

Whereas as the undisputed leader of the
SPLM/A, Dr. Garang demonstrated remark-
able political and military leadership for
over two decades;

Whereas Dr. Garang was a soldier, a schol-
ar, a statesman, and a father, who had a
clear vision and unwavering love for his peo-
ple and country;

Whereas Dr. Garang fought for 22 years to
achieve a just peace for his people, but only
served 21 days as First Vice President of
Sudan;

Whereas Dr. Garang fought not only for
the people in Southern Sudan, but also for
the forgotten and long marginalized people
of the Nuba Mountains, Southern Blue Nile,
Darfur, and other regions of the country;

Whereas Dr. Garang worked tirelessly to
help build international support for a new
Sudan that would be multi-ethnic, multi-re-
ligious, democratic, and united;

Whereas the new Sudan envisioned by Dr.
Garang, if fully realized, would be a country
in which all Sudanese would live in peace
without discrimination and hatred, with
equality, pride, and dignity;

Whereas Dr. Garang creatively and pains-
takingly managed the often conflicting aspi-
rations of his people for an independent
Southern Sudan and his vision for a new
Sudan;

Whereas the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment, which was signed by the Government
of Sudan and the SPLM/A on January 9, 2005,
provides Southern Sudan the right to self de-
termination through a referendum after six
years and also offers the northern establish-
ment in Sudan the opportunity to make
unity attractive during the interim period;

Whereas on July 8, 2005, millions of people
throughout Sudan came to show their sup-
port in Khartoum when Dr. Garang was
sworn in as First Vice President of Sudan;
and

Whereas on July 30, 2005, Dr. John Garang
died in a helicopter crash returning to
Southern Sudan from Uganda: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) honors the life and achievements of Dr.
John Garang de Mabior;

(2) reaffirms its commitment to a just and
lasting peace in the Republic of the Sudan;

(3) calls for full implementation of the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement without
any delay;

(4) strongly urges the people of Southern
Sudan and its leaders to continue to support
Dr. Garang’s vision for a new Sudan;

(5) strongly urges the full commitment of
the United States, the United Nations, the
European Union, the African Union, and the
League of Arab States to support Dr.
Garang’s vision for a new Sudan by endors-
ing democratic elections throughout Sudan
in 2009, as provided by the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement;

(6) strongly supports the creation of a Dr.
John Garang de Mabior Institute for Agri-
culture, Peace, and Economic Development
in Southern Sudan; and

(7) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to the Secretary of State
with a request that the Secretary transmit
it to Dr. Garang’s widow, Rebecca Garang,
and to the Government of Southern Sudan,
through the Office of the Sudan People’s Lib-
eration Movement (SPLM) in the District of
Columbia.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) and the gen-
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tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of House Res-
olution 98.

Let me begin by thanking Chairman
LANTOS for his leadership in the For-
eign Affairs Committee, which allowed
our resolution to come through the
committee, and our ranking member.
And I would like to also give special
acknowledgment to Congressman
FRANK Wolf, who for many, many
years, even preceding my entrance to
Congress, was working on issues deal-
ing with the problem in Sudan. And he
worked very closely with the late Dr.
John Garang de Mabior to help bring
about peace in southern Sudan.

Madam Speaker, H. Res. 98 honors
the life and achievements of Dr. John
Garang de Mabior and reaffirms the
continued commitment of the House of
Representatives to a just and lasting
peace in Sudan. The resolution honors
the life and achievements of Dr.
Garang; reaffirms its commitment to a
just and lasting peace in the Republic
of Sudan; calls for the full implementa-
tion of the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement without delay; strongly
urges the people of southern Sudan and
its leaders to continue to support Dr.
Garang’s vision for a new Sudan; and
strongly supports the creation of a Dr.
John Garang de Mabior Institute for
Agriculture, Peace, and Economic De-
velopment in southern Sudan.

Dr. Garang had a vision for a new
Sudan, a Sudan which is multicultural,
multi-ethnic, and peaceful. He fought
for 21 years as the leader of the Suda-
nese People’s Liberation Movement/
Army to achieve a just peace for his
people but only served 21 days as the
first Vice President of Sudan before
being killed in a tragic and mysterious
helicopter crash on July 30, 2005, in his
region of south Sudan where he was to
be sworn in as President.

Dr. John, as he was affectionately
called, was a powerful human being and
a symbol of a people’s freedom from op-
pression. Dr. John was born into a poor
family of the Dinka ethnic group in the
Upper Nile region of Sudan. He was or-
phaned by the age of 10 but supported
by his family members. When the first
civil war started in 1962, he was too
young to fight and was sent away to
school in Tanzania and later came to
the U.S. to get his degree and studied
at the University of California Berke-
ley but decided to go back.
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The fact is that Dr. Garang was a
person that we honor and respected so
much, and he will live on in that coun-
try. But there was this tragic and mys-
terious crash on July 30, 2005, which
took his life. At the time I was trav-
eling the region in hopes of seeing Dr.
Garang in Southern Sudan to discuss
the status of the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement. It was a terribly saddening
situation when I received the news of
his crash.

Besides leaving behind a wife and five
children, he also was mourned by the
people of all of Sudan, from east, west,
the center, to the north as well as the
south. They all saw him as their hope
for future peace and justice in Sudan.

Thankfully, the number two member
of the SPLM, Dr. Salva Kiir, was in-
stalled as the new first vice president
of the government of Sudan and Presi-
dent of the government of South
Sudan, and we are working to help pro-
fessionalize the government of South-
ern Sudan and the SPLA. This is a crit-
ical time for real and lasting peace in
Sudan.

We must support the government of
Southern Sudan in development efforts
and arrange for elections in 2 years. We
also must ensure that the people of
Southern Sudan get the right to self-
determination through a referendum in
2011, as provided for in the Comprehen-
sive Peace Agreement.

I have followed the crisis in Sudan
for most of the last 21 years as the Is-
lamic government in Khartoum waged
war against the Sudanese People’s Lib-
eration Army/Movement and the people
of the south. More than 4 million peo-
ple were displaced from Southern
Sudan, and over 2 million people were
killed over the course of this 21 year
war.

During that time, the National
Islamist Front Government, led by
Omar el Bashir, committed innumer-
able brutalities of unimaginable scope
against the people of the South and the
marginalized areas of Southern Blue
Nile and Nuba Mountains. It was the
longest running war in Africa until
January 9, 2005, when the parties
signed the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment.

I was in Nairobi for the signing of the
CPA and was cautiously hopeful that
the long awaited peace in Sudan would
work. However, once the north-south
conflict reached a point where an
agreement was imminent, the govern-
ment began its attack on the innocent
civilians in Darfur. With the help of
the Janjaweed, the National Congress
Party, formerly the National Islamic
Front, had destroyed villages and com-
munities, and maimed, raped, killed
and terrorized the people of Darfur.

In the annual Country Report on
Human Rights released today, the
State Department called Darfur ‘‘the
most sobering reality in 2006.”” Over
400,000 are dead; more than 2.5 million
displaced.

The people of Sudan have suffered
tremendously under the hands of this
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government which, by the way, came
to power in a bloody coup in 1989. This
same government harbored Osama bin
Laden for 5 years between 1991 and 1996.
He plotted several terrorist attacks
from there.

However, the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement so many people have
worked for has not been implemented
fully, and the genocide in Darfur is not
abating. We must be firm with Khar-
toum. Khartoum must comply with the
CPA. Khartoum must stop the killings
in Darfur.

I urge my colleagues to support the
passage of this resolution.

I also want to take the opportunity
on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives to congratulate Ghana on 50
years of independence from Britain.
Today, people from all over Ghana and
all over the world and many heads of
state are celebrating the first Sub-Sa-
haran country to gain its independence
50 years ago. So the correlation be-
tween the new Southern Sudan and
what happened 50 years ago in Ghana is
very important.

Let us remember that Ghana’s first
leader, Kwame Nkrumah, had a broad
vision of African unity. President
Nkrumah did not make a distinction
between north and south. He called it
one continent. His belief is in one Afri-
ca, one of the underpinnings for Afri-
can unity.

So Africa certainly has a long way to
go, but the continent as a whole is
more stable today than it was many
years ago, and with better governance
and use of resources, as well as fairer
trade policies by the U.S. and other
Western countries, African countries
can grow and develop into one of the
most important areas in the world.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, I thank Chairman
PAYNE for his words. I am also pleased
to support House Resolution 98, high-
lighting the life and achievements of
the late John Garang and reaffirming
the commitment of the House to a just
and lasting peace in Sudan.

While much attention is currently fo-
cused on the crisis in Darfur and that
region of western Sudan, it is critical
that we do not allow ourselves to be-
come complacent in the south. After
all, it was in the south that over 20
years of war between the government
in Khartoum and the Sudan People’s
Liberation Army left over 2 million
people dead and 4 million others dis-
placed. It was in the south that the
government of Sudan honed its craft in
genocide, manipulating ethnic ten-
sions, arming proxy militias, con-
ducting aerial bombardments of civil-
ians and engaging in forced displace-
ment, mass murder, looting, torture
and rape. It was also in the south that
a generation of boys was lost, having
been forcibly conscripted to serve as
child soldiers for the Armed Forces of
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Sudan, associated militias and the
Sudan People’s Liberation Army.

Any analyst will tell you that war is
a terrible business, and the war in
Southern Sudan was no exception.
There were no saints. That said, it is
clear that without the leadership of Dr.
Garang, it is likely that the oppressors
would have succeeded and that the op-
portunity for peace presented by the
conclusion of the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement for Sudan in 2005 would
have been lost.

Dr. Garang envisioned a united demo-
cratic Sudan, a country in which all
citizens enjoyed the freedom to live, to
worship and to prosper without the
fear of discrimination or persecution.
If realized, this dream would proffer
untold benefits, not only for the people
of the south, but also for those fighting
inequality in eastern Sudan and
Darfur. He fought fiercely toward this
end and succeeded in overcoming seem-
ingly insurmountable challenges so
that the south could negotiate with
one voice.

After years of negotiations and
countless failed attempts, it appeared
that Dr. Garang’s efforts would finally
pay off in January of 2005 as the his-
toric peace agreement which would end
Africa’s longest running civil war was
signed in Nairobi, Kenya. His tragic
death on July 30, 2005 proved to be the
first major test of the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement for Sudan. Unfortu-
nately, it would not be the last.

It is critical that the United States
Government not lose sight of the chal-
lenges that remain in implementation.
Too many innocents have died. It is
time for all Sudanese to pursue the
path toward peace and it is incumbent
upon us to help them on their way.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important resolution.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in strong support of H.
Res. 98. | rise to honor the life and achieve-
ments of the late Dr. John Garang de Mabior.
| rise to reaffirm the continued commitment of
the House of Representatives to a just and
lasting peace in the Republic of the Sudan.

Let me express my thanks to Mr. PAYNE and
Mr. WOLF, the chair and ranking member of
the Subcommittee on Africa and Global Health
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, respec-
tively. | also wish to express my appreciation
to the many other co-sponsors of this resolu-
tion who have worked long and hard to help
bring about a just and lasting peace in South-
ern Sudan.

Madam Speaker, the life of Dr. John Garang
de Mabior, “Dr. John,” as he was affection-
ately called, is testimony to mankind’s innate
capacity to do good and a powerful symbol of
a peoples’ struggle for freedom. In honoring
Dr. John today, we also keep alive the dreams
of his people. One day peace and justice will
flow like milk and honey for all people through-
out Southern Sudan.

Dr. John was born into a poor family of the
Dinka ethnic group, in the Upper Nile Region
of Sudan. He was orphaned by the age of 10
but was supported by his family members. It
truly took a village to raise a child and what
a child he was!
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When the civil war broke out in 1962, Dr.
John was too young to fight and was sent
away to high school in Tanzania. In 1969, he
earned a scholarship attend Grinnell College
in lowa. After graduation he could have at-
tended graduate school at the University of
California at Berkeley but turned it down,
choosing instead, to return to Tanzania to
study agricultural economics where he could
be closer to his people.

In 1972, Dr. John joined the Sudanese mili-
tary and became a career soldier. He eventu-
ally took a leave and earned his doctorate in
agricultural economics from the University of
lowa. But a life of academic repose was not
for Dr. John for he was a man of action and
passion. And the actions and passions of his
time called him to a life of struggle on behalf
of the oppressed people of his country.

In 1983, Dr. John left the military and joined
the newly created Sudanese Peoples’ Libera-
tion Army, a movement opposed to the impo-
sition of Sharia law. Thus began his long ca-
reer as the political and military leader of the
people of Southern Sudan.

Throughout this struggle, Dr. John devel-
oped a strong political and personal relation-
ship with many Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

The struggle for justice in Sudan was not a
partisan issue for Members of Congress.
Strong bonds of collegiality and friendship
were formed through our efforts to shape U.S.
foreign policy toward Sudan.

In that sense, Dr. John’s life and struggle,
and the struggle of the Southern Sudanese
people served to unite Democrats and Repub-
licans in a common cause for freedom.

When | first met with Dr. John in my con-
gressional office, | recall he did not waste
words. In his soft-spoken way, he laid out very
clearly his vision for Southern Sudan. And, in
his highly dignified way, this powerfully char-
ismatic man of deep conviction and strong
moral character asked for my support and the
support of the United States Congress on be-
half of his people. It was clear to me then, as
it is now, that Dr. John lived a purposeful life
of singular devotion to the liberation and well-
being of his people.

Dr. John’s tragic death in the mountains of
Uganda shocked the world. It seems enor-
mously unjust for this man, who brought his
people through a long and devastating civil
war, who became Vice President of Sudan,
and who later became head of Southern
Sudan, to die in 2005 in a helicopter crash.

Madam Speaker, out of this historic tragedy,
the people of Southern Sudan have been
called to carry on. As Dr. John said after being
inaugurated: “I congratulate the Sudanese
people. This is not my peace or the peace of
al-Bashir; it is the peace of the Sudanese peo-
ple.”

Madam Speaker, the recognition this House
today gives Dr. John Garang de Mabior
should also remind us of the importance of re-
doubling our resolve to end the genocide in
Darfur. There is wide-spread and broad-
based consensus in America and between
Democrats and Republicans that the ongoing
genocide in Darfur is intolerable and must be
ended. Thus, this is an area in which there is
ample opportunity for the Congress and the
Bush administration to find common ground to
alleviate the overwhelming suffering in Darfur.

Not since the Rwandan genocide of 1994
has the world seen such a systematic cam-
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paign of displacement, starvation, rape, mass
murder, and terror as we are witnessing in
Darfur for the last 3 years. At least 400,000
people have been killed; more than 2 million
innocent civilians have been forced to flee
their homes and now live in displaced-persons
camps in Sudan or in refugee camps in neigh-
boring Chad; and more than 3.5 million men,
women, and children are completely reliant on
international aid for survival. Unless the world
stirs from its slumber and takes concerted and
decisive action to relieve this suffering, the on-
going genocide in Darfur will stand as one of
the blackest marks on humankind for centuries
to come. The people of Darfur cannot wait.
The time has come for decisive leadership
from the United States.

It has been more than 2 years since | and
my colleagues in the Congressional Black
Caucus Darfur Task Force met with Secretary
Colin Powell to press successfully for the ad-
ministration to declare that the campaign of
ethnic cleansing and atrocities carried out
against civilians primarily by the Government
of Sudan and its allied Janjaweed militias is
genocide.

It has been more than a year since | flew to
Chad and walked across the border to Sudan
and met with African Union troops who plead-
ed for more peacekeeping authority and the
resources to protect the refugees from vio-
lence, rather than merely monitor it. After re-
turning from that Congressional delegation, |
worked with other Members of Congress to
secure increased funding to aid the thousands
of Sudanese displaced to refugee camps in
Chad and to provide additional funding to as-
sist Chad in responding to the humanitarian
crisis.

It has been almost 2 years since the UN
Security Council adopted Resolution 1556 de-
manding that the government of Sudan disarm
the Janjaweed. This demand was later fol-
lowed by Resolution 1706, which authorizes a
20,000 strong U.N. peacekeeping force.

It has been 6 months since the Darfur
Peace Agreement was brokered in May 2006
between the Government of Sudan and one
faction of Darfur rebels.

But still the violence continues; indeed, the
violence is escalating. This violence is making
it even more dangerous, if not impossible, for
most of the millions of displaced persons to
return to their homes and for humanitarian re-
lief agencies to bring food and medical aid.
According to Jan Egeland, the U.N.’s top hu-
manitarian official, the situation in Darfur is
“going from real bad to catastrophic.”

We have come full circle. Violence is in-
creasing, peace treaties are falling apart, and
again as a member of the Congressional
Black Caucus Darfur Taskforce and a ranking
member on the House Judiciary immigration
subcommittee, | have been meeting with Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza Rice seeking an
increase in the number of refugee visas for
Darfur students to come to the United States
to study. | will continue my ongoing, unceasing
efforts to end the suffering in Darfur and bring
peace to Sudan. These efforts include inten-
sifying my discussions with Secretary Rice,
the United States Ambassador to the United
Nations, representatives of the Arab League,
and humanitarian groups such as Human
Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and var-
ious African public policy groups to discuss
ways and means of bringing peace to that
troubled land.
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It is also not too early to begin the hard
thinking and hard work needed to transform
the Darfur region from killing field to economi-
cally, politically, and socially viable and peace-
ful community. This work will, of course, re-
quire the active and purposeful engagement of
the United States and other key stakeholders,
such as China, and the Arab League. In this
connection, | have been engaged in an on-
going dialogue with government representa-
tives of Egypt, a dialogue that has already
yielded significant dividends. For example,
Egypt has implemented several fast track
projects in southern Sudan in different sectors
involving health, agriculture, electricity, irriga-
tion, infrastructure, and education in order to
make unity an even more attractive option to
the people of south Sudan.

It must be noted that no just and lasting
peace in Sudan can be achieved without the
responsible intervention of China. For too long
China, which is Sudan’s biggest oil customer,
has also served as Khartoum’s enabler and
protector by preventing the U.N. Security
Council from imposing more serious sanctions
on Sudan in response to the genocide and
crimes against humanity committed in Darfur.
As former Deputy Secretary of State Robert
Zoellick stated in a major policy speech on
China a year ago: “China should take more
than oil from Sudan—it should take some re-
sponsibility for resolving Sudan’s human cri-
sis.” Based on my meetings with Zhou
Wenzhong, China’s ambassador to the United
States, | am hopeful that China can be per-
suaded to provide the type of constructive
leadership in Sudan befitting a great power.

There is much work to be done and not
much time, Madam Speaker. And | have no
doubt that our response will be worthy of our
responsibility as a world leader. But today, it
is right and good and just to pause, reflect,
and honor the remarkable life of a remarkable
human being—Dr. John Garang de Mabior,
which we will do by adopting H. Res. 98.

| urge all my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the resolution.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PAYNE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 98, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

NATO FREEDOM CONSOLIDATION
ACT OF 2007

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
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bill (H.R. 987) to endorse further en-
largement of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization (NATO) and to facili-
tate the timely admission of new mem-
bers to NATO, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 987

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “NATO Free-
dom Consolidation Act of 2007"".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The sustained commitment of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to mu-
tual defense has made possible the demo-
cratic transformation of Central and Eastern
Europe. Members of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization can and should play a crit-
ical role in addressing the security chal-
lenges of the post-Cold War era in creating
the stable environment needed for those
emerging democracies in Europe.

(2) Lasting stability and security in Europe
requires the military, economic, and polit-
ical integration of emerging democracies
into existing European structures.

(3) In an era of threats from terrorism and
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
is increasingly contributing to security in
the face of global security challenges for the
protection and interests of its member
states.

(4) In the NATO Participation Act of 1994
(title II of Public Law 103-447; 22 U.S.C. 1928
note), Congress declared that ‘‘full and ac-
tive participants in the Partnership for
Peace in a position to further the principles
of the North Atlantic Treaty and to con-
tribute to the security of the North Atlantic
area should be invited to become full NATO
members in accordance with Article 10 of
such Treaty at an early date ...”.

(56) In the NATO Enlargement Facilitation
Act of 1996 (title VI of section 101(c) of title
I of division A of Public Law 104-208; 22
U.S.C. 1928 note), Congress called for the
prompt admission of Poland, Hungary, the
Czech Republic, and Slovenia to the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, and declared
that ‘‘in order to promote economic stability
and security in Slovakia, HEstonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Romania, Bulgaria, Albania,
Moldova, and Ukraine ... the process of en-
larging NATO to include emerging democ-
racies in Central and Eastern Europe should
not be limited to consideration of admitting
Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, and
Slovenia as full members of the NATO Alli-
ance’’.

(6) In the European Security Act of 1998
(title XXVII of division G of Public Law 105-
277; 22 U.S.C. 1928 note), Congress declared
that ‘‘Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Re-
public should not be the last emerging de-
mocracies in Central and Eastern Europe in-
vited to join NATO” and that ‘‘Romania, Es-
tonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Bulgaria ...
would make an outstanding contribution to
furthering the goals of NATO and enhancing
stability, freedom, and peace in KEurope
should they become NATO members [and]
upon complete satisfaction of all relevant
criteria should be invited to become full
NATO members at the earliest possible
date’.

(7) In the Gerald B. H. Solomon Freedom
Consolidation Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-
187; 22 U.S.C. 1928 note), Congress endorsed
... the vision of further enlargement of the
NATO Alliance articulated by President
George W. Bush on June 15, 2001, and by
former President William J. Clinton on Octo-
ber 22, 1996”°.
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(8) At the Madrid Summit of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization in July 1997, Po-
land, Hungary, and the Czech Republic were
invited to join the Alliance, and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization heads of state
and government issued a declaration stating
“[t]he alliance expects to extend further in-
vitations in coming years to nations willing
and able to assume the responsibilities and
obligations of membership ... [n]Jo European
democratic country whose admission would
fulfill the objectives of the [North Atlantic]
Treaty will be excluded from consideration’.

(9) At the Washington Summit of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization in April
1999, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
heads of state and government issued a
communiqué declaring ‘‘[w]e pledge that
NATO will continue to welcome new mem-
bers in a position to further the principles of
the [North Atlantic] Treaty and contribute
to peace and security in the Euro-Atlantic
area ... [t]he three new members will not be
the last ... [n]Jo European democratic coun-
try whose admission would fulfill the objec-
tives of the Treaty will be excluded from
consideration, regardless of its geographic
location ...”.

(10) In May 2000 in Vilnius, Lithuania, the
foreign ministers of Albania, Bulgaria, Esto-
nia, Latvia, Lithuania, the Republic of Mac-
edonia, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia
issued a statement (later joined by Croatia)
declaring that—

(A) their countries will cooperate in joint-
ly seeking membership in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization in the next round of en-
largement of the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization;

(B) the realization of membership in the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization by one
or more of these countries would be a success
for all; and

(C) eventual membership in the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization for all of these
countries would be a success for Europe and
for the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

(11) On June 15, 2001, in a speech in War-
saw, Poland, President George W. Bush stat-
ed ‘‘[a]ll of Europe’s new democracies, from
the Baltic to the Black Sea and all that lie
between, should have the same chance for se-
curity and freedom—and the same chance to
join the institutions of Europe—as Europe’s
old democracies have ... I believe in NATO
membership for all of Europe’s democracies
that seek it and are ready to share the re-
sponsibilities that NATO brings ... [a]ls we
plan to enlarge NATO, no nation should be
used as a pawn in the agenda of others ...
[w]e will not trade away the fate of free Eu-
ropean peoples ... [n]Jo more Munichs ... [n]o
more Yaltas ... [a]s we plan the Prague Sum-
mit, we should not calculate how little we
can get away with, but how much we can do
to advance the cause of freedom”.

(12) On October 22, 1996, in a speech in De-
troit, Michigan, former President William J.
Clinton stated “NATO’s doors will not close
behind its first new members NATO
should remain open to all of Europe’s emerg-
ing democracies who are ready to shoulder
the responsibilities of membership ... [n]o
nation will be automatically excluded
[n]o country outside NATO will have a veto
... [a] gray zone of insecurity must not re-
emerge in Europe’’.

(13) At the Prague Summit of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization in November
2002, Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia were in-
vited to join the Alliance in the second
round of enlargement of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization since the end of the
Cold War, and the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization heads of state and government
issued a declaration stating ‘“NATO’s door
will remain open to European democracies

H2175

willing and able to assume the responsibil-
ities and obligations of membership, in ac-
cordance with Article 10 of the Washington
Treaty’.

(14) On May 8, 2003, the United States Sen-
ate unanimously approved the Resolution of
Ratification to Accompany Treaty Docu-
ment No. 108-4, Protocols to the North At-
lantic Treaty of 1949 on Accession of Bul-
garia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania,
Slovakia, and Slovenia, inviting Bulgaria,
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slo-
vakia, and Slovenia to join the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization.

(15) At the Istanbul Summit of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization in June 2004,
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
heads of state and government issued a
communiqué reaffirming that NATO’s door
remains open to new members, declaring
“[w]e celebrate the success of NATO’s Open
Door Policy, and reaffirm today that our
seven new members will not be the last. The
door to membership remains open. We wel-
come the progress made by Albania, Croatia,
and the former Yugoslav Republic of Mac-
edonia (1) in implementing their Annual Na-
tional Programmes under the Membership
Action Plan, and encourage them to con-
tinue pursuing the reforms necessary to
progress toward NATO membership. We also
commend their contribution to regional sta-
bility and cooperation. We want all three
countries to succeed and will continue to as-
sist them in their reform efforts. NATO will
continue to assess each country’s candidacy
individually, based on the progress made to-
wards reform goals pursued through the
Membership Action Plan, which will remain
the vehicle to keep the readiness of each as-
pirant for membership under review. We di-
rect that NATO Foreign Ministers keep the
enlargement process, including the imple-
mentation of the Membership Action Plan,
under continual review and report to us. We
will review at the next Summit progress by
aspirants towards membership based on that
report’’.

(16) Georgia and Ukraine have stated their
desire to join the Euro-Atlantic community,
and in particular, are seeking to join the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization. Georgia
and Ukraine are working closely with the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization and its
members to meet criteria for eventual mem-
bership in NATO.

(17) At a press conference with President
Mikhail Saakashvili of Georgia in Wash-
ington, DC on July 5, 2006, President George
W. Bush stated that ‘... I believe that NATO
would benefit with Georgia being a member
of NATO, and I think Georgia would benefit.
And there’s a way forward through the Mem-
bership Action Plan ... And I’'m a believer in
the expansion of NATO. I think it’s in the
world’s interest that we expand NATO”.

(18) Following a meeting of NATO Foreign
Ministers in New York on September 21, 2006,
NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop
Scheffer announced the launching of an In-
tensified Dialogue on membership between
the Alliance and Georgia.

(19) At the NATO-Ukraine Commission
Summit in Brussels in February 2005, Presi-
dent of Ukraine Victor Yushchenko declared
membership in NATO as the ultimate goal of
Ukraine’s cooperation with the Alliance and
expressed Ukraine’s desire to conclude a
Membership Action Plan.

(200 At the NATO-Ukraine Commission
Foreign Ministerial meeting in Vilnius in
April 2005, NATO and Ukraine launched an
Intensified Dialogue on the potential mem-
bership of Ukraine in NATO.

(21) At the Riga Summit of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization in November 2006,
the Heads of State and Government of the
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member countries of NATO issued a declara-
tion reaffirming that NATO’s door remains
open to new members, declaring that ‘all
European democratic countries may be con-
sidered for MAP (Membership Action Plan)
or admission, subject to decision by the NAC
(North Atlantic Council) at each stage, based
on the performance of these countries to-
wards meeting the objectives of the North
Atlantic Treaty. We direct that NATO For-
eign Ministers keep that process under con-
tinual review and report to us. We welcome
the efforts of Albania, Croatia, and the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to
prepare themselves for the responsibilities
and obligations of membership. We reaffirm
that the Alliance will continue with Georgia
and Ukraine its Intensified Dialogues which
cover the full range of political, military, fi-
nancial and security issues relating to those
countries’ aspirations to membership, with-
out prejudice to any eventual Alliance deci-
sion. We reaffirm the importance of the
NATO-UKkraine Distinctive Partnership,
which has its 10th anniversary next year and
welcome the progress that has been made in
the framework of our Intensified Dialogue.
We appreciate Ukraine’s substantial con-
tributions to our common security, includ-
ing through participation in NATO-led oper-
ations and efforts to promote regional co-
operation. We encourage UkKkraine to con-
tinue to contribute to regional security. We
are determined to continue to assist,
through practical cooperation, in the imple-
mentation of far-reaching reform efforts, no-
tably in the fields of national security,
defence, reform of the defence-industrial sec-
tor and fighting corruption. We welcome the
commencement of an Intensified Dialogue
with Georgia as well as Georgia’s contribu-
tion to international peacekeeping and secu-
rity operations. We will continue to engage
actively with Georgia in support of its re-
form process. We encourage Georgia to con-
tinue progress on political, economic and
military reforms, including strengthening
judicial reform, as well as the peaceful reso-
lution of outstanding conflicts on its terri-
tory. We reaffirm that it is of great impor-
tance that all parties in the region should
engage constructively to promote regional
peace and stability.”

(22) Contingent upon their continued im-
plementation of democratic, defense, and
economic reform, and their willingness and
ability to meet the responsibilities of mem-
bership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation and a clear expression of national in-
tent to do so, Congress calls for the timely
admission of Albania, Croatia, Georgia, Mac-
edonia, and Ukraine to the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization to promote security and
stability in Europe.

SEC. 3. DECLARATIONS OF POLICY.

Congress—

(1) reaffirms its previous expressions of
support for continued enlargement of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization con-
tained in the NATO Participation Act of
1994, the NATO Enlargement Facilitation
Act of 1996, the European Security Act of
1998, and the Gerald B. H. Solomon Freedom
Consolidation Act of 2002;

(2) supports the commitment to further en-
largement of the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization to include European democracies
that are able and willing to meet the respon-
sibilities of Membership, as expressed by the
Alliance in its Madrid Summit Declaration
of 1997, its Washington Summit Communiqué
of 1999, its Prague Summit Declaration of
2002, its Istanbul Summit Communiqué of
2004, and its Riga Summit Declaration of
2006; and

(3) endorses the vision of further enlarge-
ment of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
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tion articulated by President George W.
Bush on June 15, 2001, and by former Presi-
dent William J. Clinton on October 22, 1996,
and urges our allies in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization to work with the United
States to realize a role for the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization in promoting global
security, including continued support for en-
largement to include qualified candidate
states, specifically by entering into a Mem-
bership Action Plan with Georgia and recog-
nizing the progress toward meeting the re-
sponsibilities and obligations of NATO mem-
bership by Albania, Croatia, Georgia, Mac-
edonia, and Ukraine.

SEC. 4. DESIGNATION OF ALBANIA, CROATIA,
GEORGIA, MACEDONIA, AND
UKRAINE AS ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE
ASSISTANCE UNDER THE NATO PAR-
TICIPATION ACT OF 1994.

(a) DESIGNATION.—

(1) ALBANIA.—The Republic of Albania is
designated as eligible to receive assistance
under the program established under section
203(a) of the NATO Participation Act of 1994
(title II of Public Law 103-447; 22 U.S.C. 1928
note), and shall be deemed to have been so
designated pursuant to section 203(d)(1) of
such Act.

(2) CrROATIA.—The Republic of Croatia is
designated as eligible to receive assistance
under the program established under section
203(a) of the NATO Participation Act of 1994,
and shall be deemed to have been so des-
ignated pursuant to section 203(d)(1) of such
Act.

(3) GEORGIA.—Georgia is designated as eli-
gible to receive assistance under the pro-
gram established under section 203(a) of the
NATO Participation Act of 1994, and shall be
deemed to have been so designated pursuant
to section 203(d)(1) of such Act.

(4) MACEDONIA.—The Republic of Mac-
edonia is designated as eligible to receive as-
sistance under the program established
under section 203(a) of the NATO Participa-
tion Act of 1994, and shall be deemed to have
been so designated pursuant to section
203(d)(1) of such Act.

(5) UKRAINE.—UKraine is designated as eli-
gible to receive assistance under the pro-
gram established under section 203(a) of the
NATO Participation Act of 1994, and shall be
deemed to have been so designated pursuant
to section 203(d)(1) of such Act.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The designa-
tion of the Republic of Albania, the Republic
of Croatia, Georgia, the Republic of Mac-
edonia, and Ukraine pursuant to subsection
(a) as eligible to receive assistance under the
program established under section 203(a) of
the NATO Participation Act of 1994—

(1) is in addition to the designation of Po-
land, Hungary, the Czech Republic, and Slo-
venia pursuant to section 606 of the NATO
Enlargement Facilitation Act of 1996 (title
VI of section 101(c) of title I of division A of
Public Law 104-208; 22 U.S.C. 1928 note), the
designation of Romania, Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, and Bulgaria pursuant to section
2703(b) of the European Security Act of 1998
(title XXVII of division G of Public Law 105
277; 22 U.S.C. 1928 note), and the designation
of Slovakia pursuant to section 4(a) of the
Gerald B. H. Solomon Freedom Consolida-
tion Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-187; 22 U.S.C.
1928 note) as eligible to receive assistance
under the program established under section
203(a) of the NATO Participation Act of 1994;
and

(2) shall not preclude the designation by
the President of other countries pursuant to
section 203(d)(2) of the NATO Participation
Act of 1994 as eligible to receive assistance
under the program established under section
203(a) of such Act.
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SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF SECURITY ASSIST-
ANCE FOR COUNTRIES DESIGNATED
UNDER THE NATO PARTICIPATION
ACT OF 1994.

Of the amounts made available for fiscal
year 2008 under section 23 of the Arms Export
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2763) such sums as
may be necessary are authorized to be appro-
priated for assistance to the Republic of Al-
bania, the Republic of Croatia, Georgia, the
Republic of Macedonia, and Ukraine.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. TANNER) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I want to thank
Chairman LANTOS and my good friend,
Representative PAUL GILLMOR from
Ohio, for helping with this bill, and
also the ranking member on the For-
eign Affairs Committee.

NATO is probably arguably one of
the most important organizations now
in this post-cold war period. NATO, our
allies in Europe and Canada, have pres-
ently almost 17,000 troops on the
ground in Kosovo and 35,000 in Afghani-
stan. The alliance is strong, and it is
very important from the standpoint of
being an international organization
that can go anywhere and bring order
to chaos and back it up with some mili-
tary capability. That is unique and
critical, in my judgment, in this post-
Cold War world.

NATO itself symbolizes really the co-
operative effort across the Atlantic to
promote regional and area-wide sta-
bility and also to encourage fledgling
democracies, particularly in Eastern
Europe. This legislation before us rec-
ognizes the continuing efforts of Alba-
nia, Croatia, Georgia, Macedonia and
Ukraine to become members of NATO
and encourages them to continue on
that path. It is a statement from the
Congress that we believe that what
they are doing is important, and we be-
lieve that they are moving in the right
direction.

Since 1989, 10 countries have joined
NATO. We have seen Eastern European
countries join NATO and make a re-
markable contribution to the ongoing
effort not only in Afghanistan and in
the Balkans, but also as it relates to
the furthering of democracy across
some of those formerly Warsaw Pact
countries. Every President has en-
dorsed the efforts that are embodied in
this bill in terms of the expansion of
NATO, and this process is not yet com-
plete.
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Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman for recognizing the great work
that both Chairman LANTOS as well as
Congressman GILLMOR of Ohio have
done in paying attention to this issue
of NATO.

Madam Speaker, I am so pleased to
support this very timely legislation.
This measure is a further step in help-
ing to ensure that NATO, its member
states and those aspiring to join this
alliance are united in pursuit of Euro-
pean democracy and security.

Since its formation in 1949, NATO’s
mission has been to safeguard the free-
dom, common heritage and civilization
of its members by promoting stability
and well-being in the North Atlantic
area.
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The measure before us serves to ex-
press America’s continued support for
these important goals.

The NATO Freedom Consolidation
Act should help to nurture all those
European states that may eventually
join that alliance and give it a sense of
common strategic peacekeeping goals,
by encouraging them to prepare, as-
sume and maintain the responsibilities
of membership.

Specifically, the legislation calls for
the timely admission of Albania, Cro-
atia, Georgia, Macedonia, and Ukraine
to NATO and authorizes security as-
sistance for these countries in fiscal
year 2008. The standards for joining
NATO should not be lowered in any
way and each country should be evalu-
ated individually on the merits.

Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia
have been making progress on reforms
through their participation in the
NATO Membership Action Plan since
2002.

Georgia and Ukraine have not yet
been granted a Membership Action
Plan, but these two nations are making
strides in order to qualify for MAP.

The NATO Freedom Consolidation
Act will provide important incentives
and assistance to the countries to con-
tinue the implementation of demo-
cratic, defense and economic reforms.
In these times, Madam Speaker, when
we have important missions to accom-
plish overseas, I encourage my col-
leagues to vote in support of this meas-
ure.

Madam Speaker, I yield such time as
he may consume to Mr. GILLMOR, who
just returned from a NATO conference
overseas.

Mr. GILLMOR. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman for yielding
and also for her support of this resolu-
tion. I am very pleased to join with my
colleague, JOHN TANNER, in supporting
this resolution.

NATO is our most successful military
alliance, maybe the most successful
military alliance in history. It won the
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Cold War, and it is also providing secu-
rity now in many other areas of the
world that are outside the exact geo-
graphical footprint of the NATO coun-
tries. For example, as Mr. TANNER
pointed out, there are troops in the
Balkans. There are NATO troops in Af-
ghanistan where they are carrying the
fight. Many of those NATO allies have
had troops also in Iraq.

Very shortly after NATO was created
in 1949, there was another group called
the NATO Parliamentary Assembly to
keep a close liaison between the North
Atlantic Council, which is NATO, and
the parliaments of those countries. Mr.
TANNER and I have had the opportunity
to represent the United States on that
organization for I think a little over 10
years, and it has been a very valuable
organization from the point of view of
the United States. We have both had
the opportunity at different times to
serve a8 vice president of it and as
chairman of the Economic and Secu-
rity Committee, and Mr. TANNER now
leads our delegation to that group.

One of the things that I think is im-
portant about that when we go, as Re-
publicans and Democrats, we seem to
quit being Republicans and Democrats
when we get outside of the United
States. I would say when we meet with
our European allies, the only way they
know which party we belong to is when
they ask us, because we speak with one
voice.

But many of the nations on the other
side of the Cold War east of the Iron
Curtain are now members of NATO,
and they are some of the strongest and
most enthusiastic members. As re-
cently as 2004, seven new countries
were added, all of them Warsaw coun-
tries, bringing the NATO membership
to 26: Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lith-
uania, Romania, Slovakia, and Slo-
venia.

I want to point out that NATO is not
a club you just join. You have to earn
membership in NATO. It is a military
alliance. You have to meet the criteria,
and you have to contribute your part
to that military strength in order to be
a member. As long as the new members
meet those commitments, NATO will
continue to be a strong alliance and
one of the strongest forces for peace,
stability, and democracy in the world.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, it is
my pleasure to recognize a member of
our delegation to the NATO PA; and by
the way, Mr. GILLMOR is a vice presi-
dent of the NATO PA this term, and I
am proud to serve with him, and now I
would like to recognize a member of
our delegation to the NATO Parliamen-
tary Assembly, the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. EMERSON), and yield to
her such time as she may consume.

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, 1
rise in support of H.R. 987.

I want to tell a little story, if that is
all right. Back in 1968 when I was 17
years old and a senior in high school,
my high school actually organized a
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spring break Eastertime trip to the So-
viet Union, to Czechoslovakia, to Po-
land, and to East Berlin. It was my
first trip out of the country; it was my
first trip on an airplane; and of all
places to go, it was behind the Iron
Curtain.

I knew a lot about NATO back then
simply because we were studying it in
my civics class, but I really didn’t un-
derstand the importance of NATO until
I went on that trip; and I didn’t under-
stand what it all meant until I went
with my colleagues to my very first
NATO Parliamentary Assembly meet-
ing a few years ago.

When you went to visit countries be-
hind the Iron Curtain back when com-
munism was rampant, it was remark-
able to go into these countries where
you had no freedom, no expression of
thought, no nothing. It was gray and it
was dreary, and it was so sad. Even
though we were able to spend, at least
in Czechoslovakia, time with some stu-
dents, you really understood the im-
portance of protecting your civil rights
and your freedom of speech. I really
understood that for the first time be-
cause of course we were all as kids
afraid that we were being bugged in our
hotel rooms and we were afraid to say
anything because we thought we would
get taken by the police.

Anyway, back to my first NATO
meeting and we are sitting across the
table from members of the Czech Re-
public, from Latvia, Lithuania, HEsto-
nia, countries that had always been
under the iron thumb of communism
and the Soviet Union, and with the fall
of the Berlin Wall, of course, were able
to come into their own once again.
That is one of the most remarkable
things about getting to known our fel-
low parliamentarians and under-
standing their great desire to join an
alliance like NATO that has done real-
ly an amazing job in protecting the
North Atlantic region and our allies
throughout that particular area.

I don’t know that people really un-
derstand the importance of this treaty
organization and how it has fostered
security and cooperation for almost 60
years now.

I know, though, that the work of
NATO is not complete because we have
newly democratic countries such as
Georgia and the Ukraine who have ex-
pressed strong interest in joining
NATO, as well as other countries like
Croatia and Macedonia who have actu-
ally opened constructive dialogues on
their potential for NATO membership.

When you have lived or touched on
what it is like to live in countries that
had no freedoms or protections like
NATO can offer, it is so important for
us to look favorably upon their oppor-
tunity to join this important treaty or-
ganization.

There is no doubt in my mind that
NATO membership will be able to fur-
ther our goal of extending democracy
throughout the globe. Certainly H.R.
987 will help accomplish this goal, and
I am very pleased that my colleague,
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Mr. TANNER, has offered this bill; and I
look forward to its passage.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time,
and I thank Mr. TANNER for his leader-
ship.

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, I
want to thank Mrs. EMERSON and Mr.
GILLMOR, and you, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN,
for participating. This is an important
bill.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
TANNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 987.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 149) supporting
the goals of International Women’s
Day.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 149

Whereas there are over 3,000,000,000 women
in the world, representing 51 percent of the
world’s population;

Whereas women continue to play the
prominent role in caring for families within
the home as well as serving as economic
earners;

Whereas women worldwide are partici-
pating in the world of diplomacy and poli-
tics, contributing to the growth of econo-
mies, and improving the quality of the lives
of their families, communities, and nations;

Whereas women leaders have recently
made significant strides, including the 2007
election of Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi as
the first female Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the 2006 election of Michelle
Bachelet as the first female President of
Chile, the 2006 election of Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf as the first female President in Afri-
ca’s history, and the 2005 election of Angela
Merkel as the first female Chancellor of Ger-
many, who will also serve as the second
woman to chair a G8 summit beginning in
2007;

Whereas women account for 80 percent of
the world’s 70 million micro-borrowers, 75
percent of the 28,000 United States loans sup-
porting small businesses in Afghanistan are
made to women, and 11 women are chief ex-
ecutive officers of Fortune 500 companies;

Whereas in the United States, women are
graduating from high school at higher rates
and are earning bachelors degrees or higher
degrees at greater rates than men, with 88
percent of women between the ages of 25 and
29 having obtained a high school diploma and
31 percent of women between the ages of 25
and 29 earning a bachelors degree or higher;

Whereas despite tremendous gains, women
still face political and economic obstacles,
struggle for basic rights, face the threat of
discrimination, and are targets of violence
all over the world;

Whereas worldwide women remain vastly
underrepresented in national and local as-
semblies, accounting on average for less than
10 percent of the seats in parliament, except

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

for in East Asia where the figure is approxi-
mately 18 to 19 percent, and in no developing
region do women hold more than 8 percent of
the ministerial positions;

Whereas women work two-thirds of the
world’s working hours and produce half of
the world’s food, yet earn only 1 percent of
the world’s income and own less than 1 per-
cent of the world’s property;

Whereas in the United States between 1995
and 2000, female managers earned less than
their male counterparts in the 10 industries
that employ the vast majority of all female
employees;

Whereas of the 1,300,000,000 people living in
poverty around the world, 70 percent are
women and children;

Whereas according to the United States
Agency for International Development, two-
thirds of the 876,000,000 illiterate individuals
worldwide are women, two-thirds of the
125,000,000 school-aged children who are not
attending school worldwide are girls, and
girls are less likely to complete school than
boys;

Whereas worldwide women account for half
of all cases of HIV/AIDS, approximately
42,000,000 cases, and in countries with high
HIV prevalence, young women are at a high-
er risk than young men of contracting HIV;

Whereas globally, each year over 500,000
women die during childbirth and pregnancy;

Whereas domestic violence causes more
deaths and disability among women between
ages 15 and 44 than cancer, malaria, traffic
accidents, and war;

Whereas worldwide, at least 1 out of every
3 women and girls has been beaten in her
lifetime;

Whereas according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, at least 1 out of
every 6 women and girls in the United States
has been sexually abused in her lifetime;

Whereas worldwide, 130,000,000 girls and
young women have been subjected to female
genital mutilation and it is estimated that
10,000 girls are at risk of being subjected to
this practice in the United States;

Whereas according to the Congressional
Research Service and the Department of
State, illegal trafficking in women and chil-
dren for forced labor, domestic servitude, or
sexual exploitation involves between 1,000,000
and 2,000,000 women and children each year,
of whom 50,000 are transported into the
United States;

Whereas between 75 and 80 percent of the
world’s 27,000,000 refugees are women and
children;

Whereas in times and places of conflict and
war, women and girls continue to be the
focus of extreme violence and intimidation
and face tremendous obstacles to legal re-
course and justice;

Whereas March 8 has become known as
International Women’s Day for the last cen-
tury, and is a day on which people, often di-
vided by ethnicity, language, culture, and in-
come, come together to celebrate a common
struggle for women’s equality, justice, and
peace; and

Whereas the people of the United States
should be encouraged to participate in Inter-
national Women’s Day: Now therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the
Women’s Day;

(2) recognizes and honors the women in the
United States and in other countries who
have fought and continue to struggle for
equality in the face of adversity;

(3) reaffirms its commitment to ending dis-
crimination and violence against women and
girls, to ensuring the safety and welfare of
women and girls, and to pursuing policies
that guarantee the basic human rights of

goals of International
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women and girls both in the United States
and in other countries; and

(4) encourages the President to—

(A) reaffirm his commitment to pursue
policies to protect fundamental human
rights and civil liberties, particularly those
of women and girls; and

(B) issue a proclamation calling upon the
people of the United States to observe Inter-
national Women’s Day with appropriate pro-
grams and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of this resolution, and I first want
to thank the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) and the other
cosponsors of this resolution for recog-
nizing International Women’s Day in
honor of the contributions and achieve-
ments of women all over the world and
the importance of promoting and pro-
tecting their rights.

I want to pay special tribute today to
my distinguished female colleagues on
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, who
are performing their important respon-
sibilities with distinction and honor. I
also want to recognize my distin-
guished colleague, the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), who
has achieved the distinction of becom-
ing the first woman to obtain the rank-
ing position on this committee.

Today, women all over the world are
becoming leaders in science, medicine,
the arts, politics, business, and even
the military.

Despite this progress, women and
girls continue to represent the major-
ity of the poor, the chronically hungry,
refugees, the HIV-infected, the sick,
the uneducated and the undereducated,
the unemployed and disenfranchised
people.

Women are also subject to specific
forms of physical and structural vio-
lence and discrimination because of
their gender. These include sexual vio-
lence in both conflict and nonconflict
situations, sex trafficking, and domes-
tic violence from their partners and
family members.

Cruel cultural practices targeted at
women include denial of voting rights,
freedom of movement, and property
rights. Women are also subjected to
genital mutilation, forced and early
marriages, humiliating and harmful
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widow practices, bride burnings and
honor killings. Women also continue to
experience an unequal remuneration
for work of equal value, discrimination
in hiring and admission to educational
institutions, and lack of flexibility for
special needs such as paid and extended
family leave.

It is not enough to simply declare the
equality of women, condemn their mis-
treatment, and increase the number of
women in the workplace. We must, in
all sectors of society, address the
structural mechanisms which deny
women and girls access to the same
rights and opportunities as boys and
men.
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We must also attack and eliminate
the criminal and cultural practices
which destroy the lives and freedom
and the health of women.

Statistics prove that when women
are better off in our society, their chil-
dren are happier, healthier and more
educated, and our world is better off.

I will do everything in my power to
ensure that every piece of legislation
we consider in the committee will im-
prove the security, opportunity and
prosperity of women, and I know my
colleagues will share this important
goal.

In honor of our wives, our mothers,
our daughters, our female colleagues
and our Speaker, and women around
the world, I am proud to support this
resolution, and I urge all my colleagues
to do the same.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I thank Ambassador WATSON for her
eloquent statements and as well as for
her leadership in our Foreign Affairs
Committee.

Madam Speaker, I also rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 149, supporting the goals
of International Women’s Day. Inter-
national Women’s Day has developed
into a day of recognition and celebra-
tion of the contributions and social ad-
vancement of women.

I want to thank the author of this
resolution, Representative SCHAKOW-
SKY of Illinois, for accepting the sug-
gested changes that we had to her base
text prior to the introduction and com-
mittee consideration.

These very modest clarifications em-
phasize that we are seeking to promote
for women and girls the full and equal
enjoyment of those fundamental
human rights and civil liberties that
are the birthright of all people, regard-
less of gender, race or creed, not some
separate of gender-based claims or a
problematic agenda related to abor-
tion.

We must all advance the cause of
human dignity by ending violence
against women and girls, by protecting
their fundamental freedoms and civil
liberties, and promoting their genuine
welfare through robust educational and
economic opportunities.
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To the extent that International
Women’s Day serves those purposes, it
deserves our recognition.

I ask my colleagues to render their
full support to this important measure.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of our time.

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY), the
author of the bill.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
I thank the gentlewoman for yielding
to me and for her great support for this
measure, and I also thank Representa-
tive ROS-LEHTINEN for her help for a
long time making this resolution pos-
sible today.

I do rise in support of H. Res. 149, the
International Women’s Day resolution.
I want to also thank Representative
JUDY BIGGERT, who is the lead Repub-
lican sponsor, for her consistent sup-
port and work to bring this resolution
to the House floor. We have introduced
this resolution honoring women three
times, and it has been a pleasure work-
ing with her over the years.

Also, as the vice chair of the Wom-
en’s Caucus, I am honored to have this
resolution to be the first of our top five
priority agenda items to make it to the
House floor with such remarkable bi-
partisan support under the leadership
of the chairwomen, LoIs CAPPS and
CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS. 1 appre-
ciate their help.

Each year, countries around the
world mark March 8 as International
Women’s Day as a day to recognize the
contributions and the impact that
women have made to our world’s his-
tory, to recognize those women who
have worked for gender equality and to
acknowledge the work that is yet to be
done.

Over the years, women have made
significant strides. Women all over the
world and throughout history have
consistently contributed to their
economies, participated in their gov-
ernments and improved the quality of
life of their families and their Nations.

In 2007, Congresswoman NANCY
PELOSI became the first woman in the
history of the United States to be
Speaker of the House. In 2006, I at-
tended the inauguration of Michelle
Bachelet, the first woman President of
Chile, and visited in Liberia its Presi-
dent Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, the first
woman President in Africa’s history. In
the 110th Congress, we have an all-time
high of 74 women in Congress, a 35 per-
cent increase from just 8 years ago.
However, women still make up only 16
percent of the House of Representa-
tives.

In the United States, we have made
significant strides in education. In
fact, women now graduate from high
school at higher rates and earn bach-
elor’s or higher degrees at greater rates
than men. While that is true, yet two-
thirds of the 876 million illiterate indi-
viduals in the world are women. That
is, two-thirds of them are women. Two-
thirds of the 125 million school-aged
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children who are not attending school
worldwide are girls, and girls are less
likely to complete school than boys
elsewhere around the world.

Women are making progress in busi-
ness, and women make up 11 of the cur-
rent CEOs of Fortune 500 companies.
However, more progress still needs to
be made. While great strides have been
made in business, women still earn
less, own less and have less access to
education and employment than men.
Globally, while women work two-thirds
of the world’s working hours and
produce one-half of the world’s food, we
still earn only 1 percent of the world’s
income and own less than 1 percent of
the world’s property. Of the 300 million
people living in poverty, 70 percent are
girls and women.

Although Congress passed the PRO-
TECT Act, a good bipartisan bill to
prevent trafficking, there are still mil-
lions of women and girls who are traf-
ficked, physically abused, sexually
abused or face the threat of violence
every day. In Iraq, Darfur and Afghani-
stan, women and girls continue to be
the targets of extreme violence, bru-
tality and intimidation where they
face overwhelming, if not insurmount-
able, obstacles to legal recourse and
justice. And in times of war and con-
flict, although most women and chil-
dren are not engaged in that conflict,
they continue to suffer the most.

So, Madam Speaker, it is important
that Congress recognize the impor-
tance of March 8 and participate with
the rest of the world in celebrating
International Women’s Day. Hopefully,
the passage of this critical resolution
will help raise awareness of the work
we need to do and will help women con-
tinue to overcome the overwhelming
obstacles that are still left to be over-
come.

We must make a commitment to in-
vest in women. Women contribute to
the growth of economies and improve
the quality of the lives of their fami-
lies, the health of their communities
and their Nations. We have won many
battles for equality and justice for
women worldwide, and we can do it.

The passage of this resolution puts
us, the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, firmly on the side of
women who are seeking gender equal-
ity across the world, and I urge its pas-
sage.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I
yield 3% minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Mrs. CAPPS).

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, 1
thank my colleague for yielding, and it
is such a pleasure to rise in strong sup-
port of H. Res. 149 and to commend my

colleague from Illinois, JAN
SCHAKOWSKY, for bringing attention
through this resolution to Inter-

national Women’s Day, and to thank
my colleagues here in the House for
their support of this resolution.

As my friend from Illinois has point-
ed out, with today’s passage of this res-
olution, the Congressional Caucus for
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Women’s Issues is passing the first
item on its must-pass agenda list for
the 110th Congress. What a fitting way
that we begin this session and ac-
knowledge the importance of Inter-
national Women’s Day and the signifi-
cance of it in our country and around
the world.

As we look around this world and we
look here at home, we see that women
are reaching the highest levels of
power in many parts of the world and
with our own country as well. They are
being elected and appointed into posi-
tions previously reserved only for men.

We see this in our communities, in
business positions and education and in
civic life and we see it here in Con-
gress. As has been noted, we have for
the first time in our 200-year history as
a democracy we have a woman Speaker
of the House. We have in this 110th
Congress the most women who have
every served in this House. The Senate
can say the same this year.

At the same time, today, women re-
main around the world and here in this
country more likely to live in poverty,
lack education, be victimized by vio-
lence than ever before.

It is my pleasure and privilege to
serve on the House Democracy Assist-
ance Commission. In that capacity, I
have visited several emerging democ-
racies and have met with parliamentar-
ians of other countries where these de-
mocracies are emerging. In each case,
it is the women Members who reach
out to me on behalf of their sisters
throughout their country, and note
with dismay that they have so many
challenges to meet the needs of the
women that they serve.

I was especially touched when I vis-
ited the women of Afghanistan in their
1-year-old democracy who have strug-
gled over the years and are still strug-
gling and are so determined, despite
the extreme oppression by the Taliban,
determined to take their role in the
parliament. Both threats on their lives
and harassment and violence have
marred that passage. Determined to
make a better life for themselves and
their children.

Let me call out a similar kind of sit-
uation, a grassroots networking that I
have seen and we have all experienced
around this world today, networking to
provide microloans from woman to
woman, as is one of the nonprofit orga-
nizations called, giving women the op-
portunity to become self-sufficient for
themselves and their families. They
look to us as role models and as lead-
ers, and yet we have our own chal-
lenges here.

So as we become that role model for
s0 many democracies around the world
in so many emerging democracies, as
we see that we have challenges facing
our women in this country, let us cele-
brate then International Women’s Day
this Thursday making a firmer com-
mitment to improving the lives of
women here in the United States and
throughout this world.

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
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from the District of Columbia (Ms.
NORTON).

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I
thank my good friend from California
for yielding to me and my good friend
as well from Illinois for coming for-
ward with this bill.

To tell you the truth, I had often
looked at bills which celebrate groups
in two ways, because I noticed that
only insurgent groups have such days
named for them or groups most in
need, and so they become days of cele-
bration. I have warmed to them only
because I have recognized why such
groups have their own day, Inter-
national Women’s Day for example.

It is because having such a day pro-
vides an opportunity for a call to ac-
tion. I wish I could come to the floor to
celebrate women internationally. It is
hard for me to do that when I see the
progress in the global economy and
look at what has happened and is hap-
pening internationally to women who
are still chattel in most places in the
world, who essentially would qualify as
an oppressed group, not as a group
seeking equality. So I think we ought
to use International Women’s Day to
speak out for women who cannot speak
for themselves.

What is to me perhaps most tragic is
that the experience that most women
in this country welcome is one that
women across the world, particularly
in developing countries, may dread,
and that is the experience of preg-
nancy. Where pregnancy cannot be con-
trolled by a woman, it is not the ex-
traordinarily wonderful and welcome
state that it is in our country. There
will never be equality for women until
women can control their own fertility.
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As long as women are subject to men,
as long as they have no control over
their own fertility, then you will see
women with as much HIV and AIDS as
men. Where saying ‘‘no’” to a man isn’t
something you do as a woman, but
something you can’t do as a woman,
you are not equal.

So today I call attention to the world
that our country has done very little to
help women across the world control
their fertility and understand what
equality means. We would not have
women marching for equality and to-
ward equality today if each and every
woman who chose was not able to con-
trol her fertility. May we help obtain
the same for our good sisters around
the world.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, | am proud
today to join Congresswoman JAN SCHAKOW-
SKY—who continues to do a great job as a
Chief Deputy Whip—in recognizing the impor-
tance of International Women’s Day on March
8.

Almost 100 years ago, a group of coura-
geous women proposed creating an Inter-
national Women’s Day to honor the women’s
rights movement and to continue the fight for
universal suffrage. This day has since ex-
panded in scope to serve as an opportunity to
celebrate the accomplishments of women, and
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recommit ourselves to ending discrimination
and violence against women across the globe.

Since the first commemoration of Inter-
national Women’s Day in 1910, women have
made significant advances. Women have been
elected to the highest levels of government
across the world, and they serve as the lead-
ers of nations such as Chile, Liberia, and Ger-
many. An estimated 10.4 million businesses in
the United States are owned by women.
Worldwide, women receive eighty percent of
all micro-loans to start small businesses. In
the United States, women are graduating from
high school and college at record rates.

However, while these accomplishments are
indeed significant, we still have far more work
to do. In the United States and across the
world, women still face obstacles to political
and economic equality. While women work
two-thirds of the world’s working hours, they
earn only one percent of the world’s income.
Of the 1.3 billion people living in poverty, 70
percent are women and children. Violence
against women continues at a horrific rate.
These are unacceptable statistics, and we
must do everything we can to change them.

As we mark this year’s International Wom-
en’s Day, we must renew and reaffirm our
commitment to stopping violence against
women and putting an end to discriminatory
practices so that all women have a real oppor-
tunity to participate in society to the fullest.

By recognizing International Women’s Day
and all that it represents, we give hope to
women across the world. We honor the
women who have fought—and continue to
fight—for their rights, and | am proud to stand
with them as we continue efforts to achieve
equality and justice.

Again, | thank Congresswoman SCHAKOW-
SKY for introducing this important bill.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to
women by supporting the goals of Inter-
national Women’s Day. As a woman, | recog-
nize and honor all the women who have
fought and struggled for the equality of
women.

Women from all parts of the world are di-
vided by ethnic, linguistic, cultural, economic
and political differences. This day will allow for
the differences to be overshadowed by the
similarities. This day will enable them to look
back to a tradition that represents decades of
struggle for equality, justice, peace, and devel-
opment.

International Women’s Day recognizes the
importance of securing peace and allowing so-
cial progress by identifying the rights of
women to equal opportunity and freedom.
Women are being given the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the workforce and contribute to
international peace and security; this is an ex-
traordinary advancement.

As Members of Congress, we need to reaf-
firm the commitment of ending discrimination
and violence against women and girls. We
must continue to encourage the President to
affirm his commitment to pursue policies to
protect human rights and civil liberties.

Madam Speaker, the key fact remains:
women themselves have the right to live in
dignity. Let us rededicate ourselves to making
that a reality by honoring International Wom-
en’s Day. | urge my colleagues to vote in sup-
port of International Women'’s Day.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to support the goals of International
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Women’s Day. This is a day that not only rec-
ognizes the struggles women and girls have
faced and continue to face throughout the
world, but also celebrates their significant ad-
vancements and achievements.

Founded in the United States in the early
1900’s, International Women’s Day has grown
to be recognized throughout the world each
year on March 8th: from Australia, to Singa-
pore, to Afghanistan, to Chile. This year alone,
there are 269 International Women’s Day
events scheduled around the globe, with 44
occurring in the United States.

Since the inception of International Wom-
en’s Day, women have made considerable
progress throughout the world. A vast majority
of women now have the right to vote. There
currently are eleven women heads of state
and 27 women presiding over national assem-
blies across the globe—including NANCY
PELOSI, the first female Speaker of the U.S.
House.

Some of women’s most notable legislative
successes here at home include: securing the
right to vote in 1920; passage of the Equal
Pay Act in 1963; Title IX in 1972; and the Vio-
lence Against Women Act in 1994.

Despite these significant achievements,
women in the United States and throughout
the world still face obstacles to full equality.
Women and girls are more likely to be illit-
erate, impoverished and a victim of domestic
violence. Additionally, the U.S. Department of
State estimates that every year, 800,000 to
900,000 people are victims of trafficking—
most of them are women and girls.

| stand here today—in solidarity with women
and girls around the globe—to bring attention
to International Women’s Day. It is important
to recognize and celebrate the obstacles
women have surmounted on the road to
equality. Additionally, | hope to bring attention
to the inequalities that we still face, so that we
can continue to break down gender barriers in
the hope that we can one day eradicate gen-
der inequality.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H. Res, 149, a resolution supporting
International Women’s Day on March 8, 2007.
For several decades the international commu-
nity has reserved this day to celebrate the
achievements and contributions of women
around the world. International Women’s Day
is also a time to recognize and remember the
work we still have before us to achieve equal
social and political rights for women.

Today, women all over the world are be-
coming leaders in every professional field
imaginable. The achievements of women in
politics are especially noteworthy. As we cele-
brate Women’s History Month in the United
States, it is my honor to recognize this impor-
tant Day under the historic leadership of the
first woman Speaker of the House, my fellow
Californian, NANCY PELOSI.

The 110th Congress also marks the rise of
six women to seven committee chair positions,
the most ever held by women in any prior
Congress:

Congresswoman JUANITA MILLENDER-
MCDONALD from California is chairing the
House Committee on Administration;

Congresswoman LOUISE SLAUGHTER from
New York is chairing the House Rules Com-
mittee;

Congresswoman NYDIA VELAZQUEZ from
New York is chairing the House Committee on
Small Business;
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Congresswoman STEPHANIE TUBBS-JONES
from Ohio is chairing the House Committee on
Standards of Official Conduct;

Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN from California is
chairing the Senate Committee on Rules and
Administration; and

Senator BARBARA BOXER from California is
chairing the Senate Committee on the Envi-
ronment and Public Works and is currently
Acting Chair for the Senate Select Committee
on Ethics.

These women all honor our Nation with their
distinguished service and leadership.

| also want to pay special tribute to my dis-
tinguished colleague Congresswoman ROS-
LEHTINEN who has achieved the distinction of
becoming the first woman Ranking Member on
this committee. We all benefit from her con-
tributions and those of all of the women Mem-
bers who are performing important responsibil-
ities on the Committee of Foreign Affairs with
honor and distinction.

Despite notable political progress for women
in leadership positions in the U.S. and around
the world, women continue to struggle for
equal social and political rights; access to
health care, education and work; and freedom
from civil conflict, violence, human trafficking
and various cultural practices that put wom-
en’s lives at risk.

The theme for this years International
Women’s Day captures a critical goal we all
must share: “ending impunity for violence
against women and girls.”

While manifestations of violence against
women and girls vary across social, economic,
cultural and historical contexts, it is clear that
violence against women and girls remains a
devastating reality in all parts of the world.
The global evidence is chilling. Violence
against women is a pervasive violation of
human rights and a major impediment to
achieving gender equality, development and
peace.

According to the United Nations:

Domestic violence is the largest form of
abuse of women worldwide, irrespective of
region, culture, ethnicity, education, class
and religion. Violence against women is the
most common but least punished crime in
the world.

The number of women forced or sold into
prostitution is estimated worldwide at any-
where between 700,000 and 4 million per year.
Profits from sex slavery are estimated at $7
to $12 billion per year. The number of women
trafficked into forced labor put these num-
bers at even more astounding levels.

It is estimated that more than two million
girls are genitally mutilated per year.

Systematic rape continues to be used as a
weapon of terror in many of the world’s re-
cent conflicts—including Darfur, Bosnia and
Rwanda.

While international, regional and national
legal and policy frameworks have been estab-
lished, to address violence against women
and girls, implementation of these laws and
norms remains insufficient and inconsistent
around the world. Gender inequality, poverty
and endless cycles of violence are exacer-
bated as a result of failures to hold perpetra-
tors of violence against women and girls ac-
countable for their actions.

Eliminating violence against women remains
one of the most serious and urgent challenges
of our time. Each one of us has a duty to sup-
port and sustain a political and social environ-
ment where violence against women and girls
is not tolerated; where friends, family mem-
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bers, neighbors, men and women, intervene to
ensure these crimes and acts are not com-
mitted with impunity.

| will do everything in my power as chair-
man to ensure that every piece of legislation
we consider in this Committee will improve the
security, opportunity and prosperity of women
and | know my colleagues will share this im-
portant goal.

| want to thank my colleague Congress-
woman JAN SCHAKOWSKY and the other co-
sponsors of this resolution for giving us this
opportunity to recognize the importance of
International Women’s Day. | am proud to
support this resolution and | urge all my col-
leagues to do the same.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, | rise today as a cosponsor
of House Resolution 149, in support of Inter-
national Women’s Day. | thank my colleague,
Congresswoman SCHAKOWSKY of lllinois, for
introducing this important resolution.

Women in every country around the world
face an every-day battle for their safety, and
for equal rights, civil rights, and human rights.

Even here in this country, every day,
women are victims of sexual assault, abuse,
and domestic violence.

Today, | stand with my colleagues in the
House—with women in this country, and with
women around the world—to make a commit-
ment to work together to end discrimination
and violence against women.

Yesterday, | returned from a trip where | led
a Congressional delegation of female mem-
bers to visit Iraq. While. we were there, we
met with lragi women who told us that they
are treated like second class citizens.

This is unacceptable. Women in Iraq de-
serve the same basic human rights and civil
liberties as men. It is fitting that we should
take this occasion, on the day before March
8th—International Women’s Day—to restate
this basic and essential message.

| urge my colleagues to unanimously sup-
port this resolution, a message to women ev-
erywhere—that this House is committed to
fight for their civil rights, human rights, and
their right to live each day without fear of sex-
ual abuse, assault, and domestic violence.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise in strong support of H. Res.
149, which supports the goals of International
Women’s Day (IWD). International Women'’s
Day is a day on which millions around the
world come together to commemorate their
continued struggle for equality, justice, peace,
and development for all women around the
world.

International Women’s Day has grown to
become a global day of recognition and cele-
bration across developed and developing
countries alike. For decades, IWD has grown
from strength to strength annually. For many
years the United Nations has held an annual
IWD conference to coordinate international ef-
forts for women’s rights and participation in
social, political and economic processes.

Madam Speaker, 1975 was designated as
‘International Women’s Year by the United
Nations. Women’s organizations and govern-
ments around the world have also observed
IWD annually on March 8 by holding large-
scale events that honor women’s advance-
ment and while diligently reminding of the con-
tinued vigilance and action required to ensure
that women’s equality is gained and main-
tained in all aspects of life.
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There are over 3,000,000,000 women in the
world, representing 51 percent of the world’s
population; we need to celebrate and empha-
size the important roles that women play
around the world.

Throughout history women have faithfully
and fervently forged a strong fight to tear
down the walls of discrimination, bridge the
gap between the haves and have-nots, and
lay the foundation of a towering edifice of
equality and justice. Some of these strong sol-
diers for justice include Harriet Tubman, So-
journer Truth, and Rosa Parks. | am extremely
proud of the recent passage of H.R. 4510, a
bill on which Senator HILLARY CLINTON and |
worked diligently together to pay tribute to the
enormous contributions Sojourner Truth made
in the interests of all women. H.R. 4510 di-
rects the Joint Committee on the Library to ac-
cept the donation of a bust depicting So-
journer Truth and to display the bust in a suit-
able location in the Capitol. On behalf of
women in this country, and all around the
world, it was important to urge the recognition
and honor of abolitionist Sojourner Truth with
the addition of her likeness to the statue com-
memorating women’s suffrage in the United
States Capitol.

Women continue to play the prominent role
in caring for families within the home as well
as serving as economic earners. Women are
defined by their versatility. Women not only
cook, clean, and care for their children, but
they also own and operate businesses, teach
our schoolchildren, drive buses, create art,
practice medicine and law, and legislate, as
well as perform in many other capacities.

All over the world women play important
roles in the world of diplomacy and politics,
contribute to the growth of economies, and im-
prove the quality of the lives of their families,
communities, and nations.

Madam Speaker, we recently celebrated the
2007 election of Congresswoman NANCY
PELOSI as the first female Speaker of the
House, a significant stride in the cause of pro-
moting the advancement of women as leaders
and major players in politics. We also wit-
nessed the recent passage of H.R. 4510, a bill
| proudly introduced which directed the Joint
Committee on the Library to accept the dona-
tion of a bust depicting Sojourner Truth and to
display the bust in a suitable location in the
Capitol. On behalf of women in this country,
and all around the world, it was important to
urge the recognition and honor of abolitionist
Sojourner Truth with the addition of her like-
ness to the statue commemorating women’s
suffrage in the United States Capitol. We also
witnessed the 2006 election of Michelle
Bachelet as the first female President of Chile;
the 2006 election of Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf as
the first female President in Africa’s history;
and the 2005 election of Angela Merkel as the
first female Chancellor of Germany, who will
also serve as the second woman to chair a
G8 summit beginning in 2007.

Women account for 80 percent of the
world’s 70 million micro-borrowers and 75 per-
cent of the 28,000 United States loans sup-
porting small businesses in Afghanistan are
made to women, and 11 women are chief ex-
ecutive officers of Fortune 500 companies.

In the United States, women are graduating
from high school at higher rates and are earn-
ing bachelors degrees or higher degrees at
greater rates than men, with 88 percent of
women between the ages of 25 and 29 having
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obtained a high school diploma and 31 per-
cent of women between the ages of 25 and 29
earning a bachelors degree or higher.

But in spite of tremendous gains, women
still face political and economic obstacles,
struggle for basic rights, face the threat of dis-
crimination, and are targets of violence all
over the world.

Worldwide women remain vastly underrep-
resented in national and local assemblies, ac-
counting on average for less than 10 percent
of the seats in parliament, except for in East
Asia where the figure is approximately 18 to
19 percent. In no developing region do women
hold more than 8 percent of the ministerial po-
sitions.

Women work two-thirds of the world’s work-
ing hours and produce half of the world’s food,
yet earn only 1 percent of the world’s income
and own less than 1 percent of the world’s
property.

In the United States between 1995 and
2000, female managers earned less than their
male counterparts in the 10 industries that em-
ploy the vast majority of all female employees.
Of the 1,300,000,000 people living in poverty
around the world, 70 percent are women and
children.

Madam Speaker, we need to continue to
support programs that ensure women and girls
across the globe are empowered with an edu-
cation so that they reach their performance
potentials and therefore function as productive
citizens of the world.

According to the United States Agency for
International Development, two-thirds of the
876,000,000 illiterate individuals worldwide are
women, two-thirds of the 125,000,000 school-
aged children who are not attending school
worldwide are girls, and girls are less likely to
complete school than boys.

Women are particularly vulnerable to health
problems and we must continue to fight to en-
sure that every woman around the world has
access to adequate health care and health in-
surance.

Worldwide women account for half of all
cases of HIV/AIDS, approximately 42,000,000
cases, and in countries with a high prevalence
of HIV/AIDS, young women are at a higher
risk than young men of contracting HIV. Glob-
ally, each year over 500,000 women die dur-
ing childbirth and pregnancy.

We must also provide adequate protection
and support systems that empower women to
avoid or discontinue the victimization of abu-
sive relationships. Domestic violence causes
more deaths and disability among women be-
tween ages 15 and 44 than cancer, malaria,
traffic accidents, and war. Worldwide, at least
1 out of every 3 women and girls has been
beaten in her lifetime.

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, at least 1 out of every 6
women and girls in the United States has
been sexually abused in her lifetime.

Worldwide, 130,000,000 girls and young
women have been subjected to female genital
mutilation and it is estimated that 10,000 girls
are at risk of being subjected to this practice
in the United States. According to the Con-
gressional Research Service and the Depart-
ment of State, illegal trafficking in women and
children for forced labor, domestic servitude,
or sexual exploitation involves between 1 mil-
lion and 2 million women and children each
year, of whom 50,000 are transported into the
United States. Between 75 and 80 percent of
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the world’s 27,000,000 refugees are women
and children.

In times and places of conflict and war,
women and girls continue to be the focus of
extreme violence and intimidation and face
tremendous obstacles to legal recourse and
justice.

Madam Speaker, March 8 has become
known as International Women'’s Day for the
last century, and is a day on which people,
often divided by ethnicity, language, culture,
and income, come together to celebrate a
common struggle for women’s equality, justice,
and peace. For these reasons, the people of
the United States have reason and should be
eager to participate in International Women’s
Day.

| strongly support H. Res. 149.

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of our time.

Thank you, Ambassador Watson, and
thank you to the gentlewoman from II-
linois for introducing this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATSON) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 149.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

————

LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON DE-
PARTMENT OF EDUCATION
BUILDING

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 584) to designate the head-
quarters building of the Department of
Education in Washington, DC, as the
Lyndon Baines Johnson Federal Build-
ing, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 584

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The Federal building located at 400 Mary-
land Avenue Southwest in the District of Co-
lumbia shall be known and designated as the
“Lyndon Baines Johnson Department of
Education Building’’.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in law, map, regulation, doc-
ument, paper, or other record of the United
States to the Federal building referred to in
section 1 shall be deemed to be a reference to
the “Lyndon Baines Johnson Department of
Education Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON)
and the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
GRAVES) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 584.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia?

There was no objection.

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I commend Congressman GENE GREEN
of Texas for his steadfast advocacy to
this bill. In the 109th Congress, he in-
troduced H.R. 4252, a bill to designate
the Department of HEducation head-
quarters building. Lyndon Baines
Johnson, ‘‘the teacher who became
President,”” was one of the leading po-
litical figures of the 20th century, I
think, on both sides of the aisle, it
would be agreed.

He served the country in ways too
numerous to mention, including lieu-
tenant commander in the U.S. Navy
during World War II.

A Member of both Houses of Con-
gress, Vice President of the United
States and, of course, the 36th Presi-
dent of the United States, we are all
aware of President Johnson’s humble
beginnings in Stonewall, Texas. In 1927,
he enrolled in Southwest Texas State
Teachers College at San Marcos, Texas,
now the Texas State University at San
Marcos.

He graduated with a bachelor of
science degree in August 1930. After
graduation, he taught at Pearsall High
School in Pearsall, Texas, and taught
public speaking at Sam Houston High
School in Houston, Texas. In a special
election in 1937, President Johnson won
the U.S. House of Representatives seat
representing the 10th Congressional
District of Texas, defeating nine other
candidates. In the next election he was
elected to a full term in the 76th Con-
gress and to each succeeding Congress
until 1948.

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor,
on December 7, 1941, President Johnson
became the first Member of Congress to
volunteer for active duty in the Armed
Forces, enlisting in the U.S. Navy, re-
porting for active duty on December 9,
1941.

President Johnson received the Sil-
ver Star for gallantry from General
Douglas MacArthur.

In 1948, he campaigned for and was
elected to the U.S. Senate. He was
elected minority leader of the Senate
in 1953 and majority leader in 1955,
where he served until January 1961,
when he resigned to become Vice Presi-
dent of the United States.

Lyndon Johnson became the 36th
President of the United States on No-
vember 22, 1963, after the tragic assas-
sination of President John F. Kennedy.

During his administration, education
was one of the many areas where John-
son blazed new ground. He pursued nu-
merous education initiatives and
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signed many landmark education bills
into law.

In 1963, President Johnson approved
the Higher Education Facilities Act,
which authorized a 5-year program of
Federal grants and loans for construc-
tion for improvement of public and pri-
vate higher education facilities in 1964.
President Johnson signed the Library
Services Act in order to make high-
quality public libraries more accessible
to both urban and rural residents.

Later that year, President Johnson
signed the Civil Rights Act, which,
among its provisions, authorized the
Federal authorities to sue for the seg-
regation of schools and to withhold
Federal funds from education institu-
tions that practiced segregation, if I
may say so. The bill also authorized
title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act,
the equal employment part of the act
it was my great privilege to enforce as
Chair of the EEOC.

In 1965, President Johnson signed the
Elementary and Secondary Act. This
was the first general aid-to-education
program ever adopted, and it provided
programs to help educate disadvan-
taged children in urban and rural
areas.

Later that year, he also signed the
Higher Education Act, which was the

first U.S. congressional approval for
scholarships to undergraduate stu-
dents.

In 1965 as well, President Johnson
launched Project Head Start as an 8-
week summer program to help break
the cycle of poverty by providing pre-
school children of low-income families
with a comprehensive program to meet
their emotional, social, health, nutri-
tional, and psychological needs.

In 1966, President Johnson signed the
International Education Act, which
promoted international studies at
United States colleges and universities.

In 1968, he signed the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act amendments
of 1967, establishing bilingual edu-
cation programs for non-English speak-
ing children and providing more funds
for special education for handicapped
education.

Later that year, he also signed the
Handicapped Children’s Early Edu-
cation Assistance Act, which author-
ized experimental programs for handi-
capped children of preschool age. After
leaving office, President Johnson con-
tinued his involvement in education
and taught students while he wrote his
memoirs and pursued other academic
endeavors. President Johnson died Jan-
uary 22, 1973.

Lyndon Baines Johnson will be re-
membered not only as a great Presi-
dent and Member of the House and of
the Senate, but also as a champion of
education. Thus, the Department of
Education, located at 400 Maryland Av-
enue, Southwest, Washington, D.C.,
most appropriately should bear the
name of and be designated as the Lyn-
don Baines Johnson Department of
Education Building.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 584 designates
the Department of Education Building
as the Lyndon Baines Johnson Depart-
ment of Education Building. Lyndon
Baines Johnson was born in Stonewall,
Texas, on August 27, 1908, and his con-
nection to education began very early
in life when at the age of 4 his mother
persuaded the teacher at the nearby
one-room junction school to take him
as a student.

Lyndon Baines Johnson enrolled in
the Southwest Texas State Teachers
College in 1927. He graduated in 1930
and embarked on a teaching career
that would eventually lead him to the
White House. As was pointed out by the
gentlelady, in 1937 he was elected to
the U.S. House of Representatives in a
special election.

He was subsequently re-elected to the
House in each succeeding Congress
until 1948 when he was elected to the
United States Senate. In 1961, he re-
signed from the Senate to become the
37th Vice President; and on November
22, 1963, a day we all remember, Lyndon
Baines Johnson became the 36th Presi-
dent of the United States.

This teacher who would become
President pursued numerous education
initiatives, as was pointed out. He
signed into law education legislation
such as the Higher Education Facilities
Act, the Library Services Act, the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act,
and the Higher Education Act, just to
name a few.

After leaving office, President John-
son continued to have an impact on
education, as he taught students while
he was writing his memoirs, and subse-
quently passed away on January 22,
1973.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to recognize the gentleman
from South Carolina for such time as
he may consume.

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, as a
former public school teacher who start-
ed his educational pursuits as a 4-year-
old in his mother’s Kkindergarten, I
proudly rise in support of H.R. 584, leg-
islation to designate the headquarters
building of the Department of HEdu-
cation here in Washington as the Lyn-
don Baines Johnson Federal Building.

Madam Speaker, most people remem-
ber President Johnson for his poise and
confidence as he assumed the Presi-
dency during a turbulent and mournful
time for our Nation. He is also remem-
bered for his leadership and vision with
the passage of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

It was his support in the White House
for a movement that I and my brothers
and sisters were fighting for on buses
and at lunch counters throughout the
South and helped bring here today.

But I give special thanks to his work
in an area that is dear to my heart,
education. President Johnson recog-
nized the power of education to
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strengthen the Nation and help bring
people out of poverty. He made his
name as the first education President
by signing into law over 60 education
bills during his Presidency, most nota-
bly the Economic Opportunity Act of
1964, the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965, and the Higher
Education Act of 1965.

He was the first President to recog-
nize the need for strong Federal invest-
ment in education, backing programs
that funded not only elementary and
secondary education, but higher edu-
cation with the Federal student loan
program for college and graduate
school students. He gave us the Head
Start Program, which since its incep-
tion has helped millions of disadvan-
taged children get off on the right foot
by providing health, nutritional and
educational assistance, recognizing
that an investment in our children at
an early age pays off in the long run.

His domestic vision for this country
was revolutionary in the areas of civil
rights and the fighting of poverty. We
still see the benefits of his vision for a
Great Society today. That is why I am
proud to join my colleagues in passing
this legislation to designate the De-
partment of Education, the first Fed-
eral building in Washington to bear his
name. I thank the gentlelady for yield-
ing me this time, and I thank her for
her leadership.

O 1330

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I
wish to yield 6 minutes to the ranking
member of the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. BARTON).

Mr. BARTON of Texas. I want to
thank Congressman GRAVES for his
gracious allocation of time.

I rise in strong support for H.R. 584,
a bill to name the Department of Edu-
cation headquarters in Washington,
D.C., as the Lyndon Baines Johnson
Federal Building. I am proud to be the
primary Republican sponsor of this leg-
islation, and I believe that all the Re-
publicans in the Texas delegation have
also cosponsored this particular piece
of legislation.

I commend Mr. GREEN of Texas for
being the primary sponsor of the over-
all bill and his tireless work on this. He
has worked on it for a number of years
now, and it is good to see that it has fi-
nally come to fruition.

I never had the privilege to meet the
late President Lyndon Baines Johnson.
I wish I had. I am a great admirer of
his in many ways, not so much some of
the policies that he pursued, but I am
a great admirer of the enthusiasm and
the tenacity with which he pursued
those policies.

In my first campaign for Congress in
1984, I read the first Caro book, ‘‘Path
to Power,” the first installment of
that, and required all my campaign
staff to read that book; because Presi-
dent Johnson, when he ran for Congress
in the 1930s in the middle of the De-
pression, he made it a motto of his that

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

he would literally search out the voters
of his congressional district one by
one, whether they were in the fields
plowing or in the stores working or at
church socials or wherever. He went
where the people were to spread his
message.

And I took that to heart, and numer-
ous times traveled hundreds of miles to
meet with small groups and in a few
cases one or two people just so I could
have an option. On one occasion, I went
and met with a gentleman at 6 a.m. be-
cause he didn’t think I would show up
at 6 a.m., and so he said meet him at 6
a.m. when he opened his business. And
I was there at 5:45. On another occa-
sion, a banker in Houston couldn’t see
me. I waited in his waiting room from
4 o’clock in the afternoon until 8:30
that evening, and finally, in exaspera-
tion, he agreed to see me and, before I
left, had given me a substantial con-
tribution and agreed to let me use his
name on my steering committee. Those
were both things that I got from the
way President Johnson ran his cam-
paign.

In terms of his policies, the two bills
that he supported that became law
that had the greatest impact on my life
were the creation of the White House
Fellows program in 1965. I was a White
House Fellow in 1981 and 1982. That is a
program that President Johnson estab-
lished to bring young Americans to
Washington for a year to work in the
Cabinet agencies, and then either go
back to their areas or to stay in Wash-
ington. And so far, there have been
about, I believe, 700 young Americans
have gone through that program. Tex-
ans like Henry Cisneros come to mind,
a former White House Fellow. Colin
Powell is a former White House Fellow,
Senator SAM BROWNBACK in the other
body is a former White House Fellow.
But it had a tremendous impact on my
life and led me for the first time to
think about trying to become a Mem-
ber of this body.

Another program that President
Johnson established was the Head
Start program. And in the summer I
believe of 1964 or 1965, when that pro-
gram was established in Waco, Texas,
my mother became a Head Start assist-
ant at Brooke Avenue Elementary
School in Waco, Texas, at a time when
my family was in need of financial in-
come, and so she decided to work part
time outside the home and went to
work at a Head Start program; and, be-
cause of that, became a school sec-
retary and spent her career in edu-
cation. The impact on me that summer
was, I was the oldest child, and it
forced me to learn to cook, learn to
clean and learn to take care of my
three younger brothers and sisters.

I will never forget the day that my
father showed up for lunch and I had
been trying to make gravy. To this
day, that gravy is still in the pan be-
cause it would not come out of the pan
when you turned it upside down. That
was my one and only attempt to learn
how to make gravy. And my father
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said, “From now on, son, if you need to
make gravy, ask your mother to do it
or ask me to do it, but nobody can eat
what you are trying to make.” So
thanks to President Johnson, I never
had to learn to cook, because that was
one of the few times I even attempted
it.

So I rise in strong support of this
piece of legislation. President Johnson
was a great President, he was a great
American, and he was obviously a
great Texan. And there are still people
in Washington today that are effective
in the political arena. People that
come to mind that are still active in
Washington, Jack Valenti who was for
many years the president of the Motion
Picture Association of America who
came to Washington with President
Johnson, and an attorney named Harry
McPherson who is still active in his
practice, he, too, was involved with the
President. Some of the former mem-
bers of this body, the late Jake Pickle,
the late Jack Brooks, were LBJ pro-
teges. And then former Governor of
Texas, John Connelly, a good friend of
mine who helped me politically when I
was getting started, is another protege
of Lyndon Johnson.

So I am proud to be a cosponsor of
the bill with Congressman GREEN. I
think it is right to honor President
Johnson with this building. He wanted
to be known as the ‘‘educational presi-
dent” and did many, many things to
bring forth public education for our
citizens.

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from Texas, Mr.
GREEN, the author of the bill, such
time as he may require.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker, as author and sponsor of the
bill, I rise in strong support of H.R. 584.
I would like to thank both Chairman
OBERSTAR and Chairwoman NORTON
and Ranking Member MICA and Rank-
ing Member GRAVES for moving this
legislation out of committee, and I like
to thank Majority Leader HOYER for
bringing it to the floor.

A bipartisan group of Texas delega-
tion members introduced this bill to
name the Department of Education
headquarters building in Washington,
D.C. the Lyndon Baines Johnson Fed-
eral Building. We now have over 50 co-
sponsors from around the country, and
I am proud to be joined on this legisla-
tion by the ranking member of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, JOE
BARTON, who just spoke, Congressman
MIKE McCAUL, and also our dean of the
Texas delegation, Congressman SOL-
OMON ORTIZ. Representative MCCAUL
actually represents the Johnson family
in Congress. Their bipartisan efforts
have helped move this bill to the floor,
and I think they should be congratu-
lated for the efforts.

I would say one thing, though.
Former Congressman Jack Brooks is
not deceased. He is still much alive,
and Congressman BARTON, I suspect
you will be getting a call very shortly
from Jack Brooks, as we all know,
former dean of the Texas delegation.
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I did have the opportunity at a very
young age to meet President Johnson.
In January 1973, I was a young State
Representative in Austin, Texas, my
first term. President Johnson came to
our swearing in my first term in 1973,
and I actually got a very candid photo
with him that I hang proudly in our of-
fice here in Washington. He passed
away a week later, and I was honored
to be able to go to his funeral and his
burial there at the Johnson Ranch.

President Johnson was a proud
Texan, and back in those days, many of
my Republican friends were Democrats
as well. President Johnson pioneered
issues such as civil rights and voting
rights, but his educational leadership
stands out even among these accom-
plishments. President Johnson passed
away over 30 years ago, and to this day,
he has no Federal buildings in his name
in the Capitol area. So we believe the
Education Building is a fitting honor.
Presidents Reagan and Bush have been
honored with the International Trade
Center for President Reagan and the
Central Intelligence Agency building
for President Bush reflecting their pri-
orities and contributions.

President Johnson presided during
turbulent times in our Nation’s his-
tory. He ascended to the presidency
after the Kennedy assassination and
faced a difficult conflict in Southeast
Asia. President Johnson was a very
human figure, but his legacy is with us
in many ways today.

Lyndon Johnson’s first priority in
life was education. He was the first
‘“Education President.” Before John-
son, educational opportunity in Amer-
ica was not a national priority, as it
continues to be today for both our par-
ties, including current President
George W. Bush.

In 1927, Lyndon Baines Johnson’s ca-
reer and education began when he went
to Southwest Texas State Teachers
College in San Marcos, Texas. He
earned money as a janitor and taught
the fifth, sixth, and seventh grades at
the Mexican-American School in the
South Texas town of Cotulla. He
taught later at Sam Houston High
School, which is part of our congres-
sional district.

As a Jeff Davis High School student,
which Madam Speaker, you actually
visited a few years ago, in 1965 and 1966,
I saw the impact of the first Federal
dollars that came to my high school
firsthand.

In his memoirs, President Johnson
declared, ‘“There is an old saying that
kids is where the money ain’t.”” And I
need to repeat that. That may be true
today, Madam Speaker, ‘“That Kkids is
where the money ain’t, which summed
up one of the major problems con-
fronting the American educational sys-
tem when I became President.” And
that is a direct quote.

Continuing the quote, ‘‘because of
these convictions, I made a personal
decision during the 1964 Presidential
campaign to make education a funda-
mental issue and to put it high on the
Nation’s agenda.
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“I proposed to act on my belief that,
regardless of a family’s financial condi-
tion, education should be available to
every child in the United States, as
much education as he or she could ab-
sorb. I had no intention of walking
away from this fight.”

President Johnson succeeded in his
fight to improve education for all
Americans. He signed into law 60 edu-
cation bills, including the Economic
Opportunity Act of 1964, which estab-
lished the Head Start program, the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965, the Higher Education Act of
1965.

The Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act was the first real Federal
assistance to grade school education,
and it is widely supported today. The
President actually signed that in a
one-room schoolhouse in Stonewall,
Texas, with his elementary school
teacher.

In large part, President Johnson’s
education priorities are accepted by
both political parties, as some of them
were then. The Higher Education Act
passed by 368-22 in the House and 79-3
in the Senate, strong bipartisanship
votes.

In discussing President Johnson’s
education legacy, we have to recognize
First Lady, Lady Bird Johnson, who
was also a major contributor and
strong advocate for his educational ini-
tiatives. During her White House years,
Ms. Johnson served as honorary chair
of the National Head Start program,
the program for underprivileged school
children which prepares them to take
their places in the classroom on par
with their peers.

In part for her education efforts,
President Ford presented her with the
country’s highest civilian award, the
Medal of Freedom. Mrs. Johnson
turned 94 last December, and hopefully
she is listening to this debate.

Mrs. Johnson also received the Con-
gressional Gold Medal from President
Reagan in 1988. This legislation is a fit-
ting honor for both President Lyndon
Baines Johnson and also First Lady,
Lady Bird Johnson.

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I
yield 7 minutes to another gentleman
from Texas (Mr. MCcCAUL).

Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. I want to
thank my colleague from Texas, Mr.
GREEN, for introducing this bill. It has
been a real honor to work with you on
this bill. I am proud to be a lead spon-
sor and to have played a role in terms
of whipping votes on my side of the
aisle and getting this bill to the floor
of the House where it stands today.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
this important piece of legislation
which honors a former President of the
United States and his commitment to
better educate the future generations
of America.

Today, we will vote to name the De-
partment of Education building in
Washington, D.C., the Lyndon Baines
Johnson Federal Building. And, by
doing so, we honor a son of Texas who
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left a positive mark on me, my family,
the State of Texas, and this country.

Born on August 27, 1908, in Stonewall,
Texas, Lyndon Johnson’s family knew
that he was destined to do great things.
The future President got his experience
in Washington first as a secretary to
Congressman Richard Kleburg. Shortly
after that, Johnson met Claudia Alta
Taylor, a woman the world has come to
affectionately know as Lady Bird.

In 1937, after the death of Congress-
man James Buchanan, Lyndon Johnson
entered a special election for the 10th
Congressional District of Texas, a dis-
trict which I am proud to represent
today. Representative Johnson beat
nine other candidates to win the seat,
an experience that I can personally re-
late to.

In addition to his tour of duty during
World War II, LBJ would spend the
next 23 years in the Congress as both a
Congressman and Senator. During his
career in the Congress, Johnson would
serve as Senate minority and Senate
majority leader. As President Ken-
nedy’s Vice President, Johnson served
as the chairman of NASA and the Pres-
idential Space Committee.

Lyndon Johnson early on earned a
reputation for getting things done for
the betterment of our Nation, and he
used that intensity to lead America to
land a man on the moon and continue
America’s dominance in space.
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But it was Lyndon Johnson’s steady
and calming leadership after the assas-
sination of President Kennedy which
helped to lead our Nation through one
of its most turbulent and tragic hours.

Taking the experience he had gained
from his younger days as a teacher,
President Johnson focused on working
with the Congress and passing several
landmark education bills. These initia-
tives served as a foundation for a new
standard of education in America.
Among them were programs such as
Head Start, the first Federal aid to
public schools and the first Federal
student loan programs.

President Johnson recorded in his
memoirs, he said, “I remember seeing
in the folder of reading material I took
to my bedroom one night, the account
of a 62-year old man who learned how
to write his name after years of mak-
ing an X for his signature. He was so
excited that he sat for a whole hour
just writing his name over and over
again.”

Johnson said, ‘‘Reading about this
man whose life had been so enriched, I
was almost as excited as the man him-
self.”

Now, that sums up so much of the
man President Johnson was. In his
story, our striving for increased oppor-
tunity and education took shape and
became real and valid. It is this love
and dedication to education that
makes this bill the ideal way, in my
view, and my judgment, to honor Presi-
dent’ Johnson’s memory.

While President Johnson will always
be remembered as a champion of the
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Civil Rights Act, it was President
Johnson’s wish that the education pa-
pers from his Presidency be the first
set of records to be made public be-
cause he believed, and I quote, in his
words, ‘“You can’t get your civil rights
without your education.” This is why,
in my judgment, he will always be
known as the first ‘‘Education Presi-
dent.”

One of the greatest honors I have had
during my tenure in the Congress was
the opportunity to sit down with Lady
Bird Johnson, who I am proud to have
as a friend and a constituent. I spoke
with her about my intention to see this
bill through the Congress and have the
Department of Education named for
her husband. And the excitement and
the gratitude in her eyes that she re-
sponded with will be a memory that I
will cherish for the rest of my life.

As the Representative of President
Johnson’s former congressional dis-
trict, I have been inspired by his dedi-
cation to the American people. I spe-
cifically look back to his work in sup-
porting the space program and edu-
cation as I consider ways to further im-
prove our great Nation.

So I urge my colleagues to honor this
great Texan and to support the Lyndon
Baines Johnson Department of Edu-
cation Act.

May God bless Lyndon Johnson, and
may God bless our national treasure,
Lady Bird, may God bless Texas, and
may God bless the United States of
America.

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, may I
ask how much time remains on both
sides?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman has 5% minutes. The gen-
tleman has 7 minutes.

Ms. NORTON. Does the gentleman
have any further speakers?

Mr. GRAVES. I don’t.

Madam Speaker, I would be more
than happy to yield 5 minutes to Chair-
man NORTON.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentlewoman will con-
trol 5 additional minutes.

There was no objection.

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I ap-
preciate very much the courtesy of the
gentleman in yielding additional time,
and I am pleased to yield 3 minutes to
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
DOGGETT).

Mr. DOGGETT. Madam Speaker,
today, we belatedly honor the Edu-
cation President by affixing his name
to the Education Building.

President Johnson began as student
Johnson, a Blanco County farm boy
going to college in Hays County, Texas,
at Southwest Texas State Teachers
College. It was a time when he re-
marked that ‘‘poverty was so common
we didn’t even have a name for it.”

He borrowed $75 to get his college
education, which is one of the reasons
he appreciated the need for strong stu-
dent financial assistance programs.
And he even took leave there at South-
west Texas, as it later became known,
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in order to teach school and earn a lit-
tle money to stay in school.

Recently, we dedicated an LBJ mu-
seum in San Marcos to commemorate
his years as a student there, recog-
nizing that now Texas State University
continues to provide quality higher
education to students across the State,
Nation and globe.

President Johnson continued his in-
volvement as President with students.
One of my own most memorable experi-
ences as a university student was going
with a small delegation of university
student leaders to meet with President
Johnson in the residence at the White
House and having an opportunity to
ask him questions about the important
work that he was doing in Washington.

In 1994, I had the good fortune to be
elected to represent the congressional
district that Lyndon Johnson once
served in this House, having served in
the State Senate before that time.

With his own premature passing, we
lost the opportunity to have his con-
tinued involvement in Texas, but we
have been blessed, as other speakers
have noted, with the active involve-
ment of the woman we know only as
“Lady Bird,” who continues now, even
at this point in her life, to make public
appearances and support causes for
education and other good deeds in the
Central Texas area.

Similarly, we are blessed that his
commitment to education is reflected
in the work of his daughter, Luci
Baines Johnson Turpin, and his grand-
daughter, Catherine Robb, who are ac-
tive participants in our Central Texas
community. This family recognized
that, as President Johnson said of the
NATO alliance many years ago, ‘‘There
are no problems we cannot solve to-
gether, and very few we can solve by
ourselves.”

The importance of working together
is true, whether our objective is to pro-
vide more children an education, guar-
antee seniors’ retirement security or
protect our veterans with the coverage
that they earned and deserve.

As we name this building to honor
President Johnson, I think that we
share his commitment to the least, the
last, and the most in need. All of us
welcome this measure as a fitting trib-
ute to a man who did so much for this
country, so much for education, and so
much to improve the quality of life for
all Americans.

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to another
gentleman from Texas (Mr.
RODRIGUEZ).

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker,
as a proud Texan, I rise this afternoon
in support of H.R. 584 in naming the
Department of Education Headquarters
Building in Washington, D.C. after the
first ‘“Education President,” President
Lyndon B Johnson.

Like myself, President Johnson
began his career in the field of edu-
cation and, like me, he also had to bor-
row money in order to attend college.

In 1927, he borrowed $75, as indicated
by the previous speaker, to attend the
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Southwest Texas State Teachers Col-
lege in San Marcos, Texas. He tempo-
rarily dropped out of school to serve
also as a principal and teacher, and he
taught at a school in South Texas in
La Salle County in a city by the name
of Cotulla, which is a city that I had
the pleasure of representing while I
was representing the 28th Congres-
sional District. There he taught a good
number of Mexican Americans as a
young man.

On August 19, 1930, President John-
son graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree
in Science and continued teaching at
Pearsall High School, also in the 28th
Congressional District that I served.

Pioneering the importance of edu-
cation as our President, on April 11,
1965, Johnson signed the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act, which
was the first Federal general aid to
education law and focused on disadvan-
taged children, both in inner cities and
rural communities throughout this
country.

Madam Speaker, President Johnson
has no Federal buildings in the District
of Columbia named after him, and
since he enacted over 60 education bills
in his term, including the Economic
Opportunity Act, Head Start, the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act
(title I) and the Higher Education Act,
(beginning student loan program), the
Department of Education building is a
fitting honor for President LBJ.

I urge my colleagues in joining me in
passing H.R. 584.

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. LAMPSON).

Mr. LAMPSON. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the gentlelady for yielding me
the time, and our Republican col-
leagues for the graciousness in extend-
ing our time.

I first met Lyndon Baines Johnson
when he was a Senator from Texas and
he came to my high school and showed
the commitment that he had to edu-
cation and to inspiring young people to
go into public service. I was one of
those young people who responded to
his words at that time. And I am privi-
leged today to represent the area where
the Lyndon Baines Johnson Space Cen-
ter, the Johnson Space Center, is lo-
cated in Texas, and it continues to be
a beacon to inspire young people to
enter into, particularly math and
science education, critical areas that
we need.

And I am also privileged to speak
today in support of this piece of legis-
lation, H.R. 584, a bill to name the De-
partment of Education’s Washington
headquarters in honor of one of our Na-
tion’s greatest Presidents, President
Lyndon Baines Johnson.

As a Texan, it gives me particular
pride to help this effort to name the
building after a man who did so much
to enhance and improve the edu-
cational system for all Americans. Not
only did he begin his storied career in
public service as an educator, as I did,
and some of my colleagues who have
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already spoken, President Johnson also
ushered in the Economic Opportunity
Act of 1964, the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965, and the
Higher Education Act of 1965, all key-
stones in our efforts to provide excel-
lent and enduring educational opportu-
nities for all of our children.

The House should take this simple
step to honor a great leader and educa-
tor and, of course, a great Texan. It is
a fitting tribute to his family that re-
mains, including Lady Bird. I ask for
the support of all Members of this piece
of legislation, H.R. 584.

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, may 1
ask Mr. GRAVES, the gentleman from
Missouri, whether he has any more
speakers and if he is prepared to yield
back his time?

Mr. GRAVES. I have none. I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. NORTON. I thank the gentleman
again for his courtesy in allowing a
number of Members to speak with the
time he provided.

Madam Speaker, before I yield back
the remainder of our time, I must say
that it would be hard to find a greater
domestic policy President than Lyndon
Baines Johnson. The only one I could
think of would be FDR himself, and of
course, President Johnson updated the
Roosevelt New Deal. In fact, we are
naming the education building, the De-
partment of Education building after
President Johnson. We could as soon
have named the HHS building. This is
the Medicare President. This is the
Medicaid President.

On both sides of the aisle, the his-
toric accomplishments of this great
President have been embraced. And I
must tell you, they have certainly been
embraced by our constituents. He up-
dated the New Deal. And as we consider
what domestic legislation lies ahead
for us, I think we would do well to re-
member that history gets made in one
era; and the New Deal era with Social
Security, unemployment insurance and
the like, and then in another era, new
issues come forward. President John-
son found those issues. None could
have been more important than edu-
cation and health care, and I appre-
ciate the bipartisan nature of this bill.

No building should be named in
Washington that is not embraced on
both sides of the aisle, and there is no
more appropriate person to name this
building after than President Lyndon
Baines Johnson.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H.R. 584, a bill to designate
the Department of Education headquarters
building located at 400 Maryland Avenue
Southwest in the District of Columbia as the
“Lyndon Baines Johnson Department of Edu-
cation Building.”

| commend the gentleman from Texas, Mr.
GREEN, and his colleagues of the Texas dele-
gation, for their steadfast advocacy for this bill.
In the 109th Congress, Mr. GREEN introduced
a similar bill, H.R. 4252. Regrettably, the
House did not take action on that legislation.

Lyndon Baines Johnson, “the Teacher who
became President,” was one of the leading
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political figures of the 20th century. He served
his country in ways too numerous to detail, in-
cluding as lieutenant commander in the U.S.
Navy during World War 1l, Member of both
houses of Congress, Vice President of the
United States, and the 36th President of the
United States.

President Johnson was born on August 27,
1908, in Stonewall, TX. In 1927, he enrolled in
Southwest Texas State Teachers College at
San Marcos, TX—Texas State University—
San Marcos. He took a leave of absence for
a year to serve as principal and teach fifth,
sixth, and seventh grades at Welhausen
School, a school in the south Texas town of
Cotulla. He graduated with a bachelor of
science degree in August 1930. After gradua-
tion, he taught at Pearsall High School in
Pearsall, TX, and taught public speaking at
Sam Houston High School in Houston, TX.

In a special election in 1937, Johnson won
the U.S. House of Representatives seat rep-
resenting the 10th Congressional District of
Texas, defeating nine other candidates. In the
next election, he was re-elected to a full term
in the 76th Congress and to each succeeding
Congress until 1948.

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor on De-
cember 7, 1941, Johnson became the first
Member of Congress to volunteer for active
duty in the Armed Forces—U.S. Navy, report-
ing for active duty on December 9, 1941.
Johnson received the Silver Star from GEN
Douglas MacArthur for gallantry in action dur-
ing an aerial combat mission over hostile posi-
tions in New Guinea on June 9, 1942. Presi-
dent Roosevelt ordered all Members of Con-
gress in the Armed Forces to return to their of-
fices, and Johnson was released from active
duty on July 16, 1942.

In 1948, he campaigned for and was elect-
ed to the U.S. Senate. He was elected minor-
ity leader of the Senate in 1953 and majority
leader in 1955, where he served until January
1961, when he resigned to become Vice
President.

Lyndon Johnson became the 36th President
of the United States on November 22, 1963,
after the assassination of President John F.
Kennedy.

During President Johnson’s administration,
education was one of the many areas where
Johnson blazed new ground. He pursued nu-
merous education initiatives, and signed many
landmark education bills into law.

In 1963, President Johnson approved the
Higher Education Facilites Act—P.L. 88—
204—which authorized a 5-year program of
Federal grants and loans for construction or
improvement of public and private higher edu-
cation academic facilities. This legislation cre-
ated the largest education program since en-
actment of the National Defense Education
Act of 1958, and it was the first comprehen-
sive education bill enacted in the post-World
War |l period that was not tied to national de-
fense.

In 1964, President Johnson signed the Li-
brary Services Act—P.L. 88-269—to make
high quality public libraries more accessible to
both urban and rural residents. The funds
made available under this act were used to
construct as well as operate libraries, and to
extend this program to cities as well as rural
areas. Later that year, President Johnson
signed the Civil Rights Act—P.L. 88-352—
which, among its landmark provisions, author-
ized Federal authorities to sue for the deseg-
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regation of schools and to withhold Federal
funds from education institutions that practiced
segregation.

In 1965, President Johnson signed the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Act—P.L. 89-10. This
legislation was the first general aid-to-edu-
cation program ever adopted by Congress,
and it provided programs to help educate dis-
advantaged children in urban and rural areas.
Later that year, he also signed the Higher
Education Act—P.L. 89-329, which was the
first program approved by Congress for schol-
arships to undergraduate students.

President Johnson launched Project Head
Start, as an 8-week summer program in 1965,
to help break the cycle of poverty by providing
pre-school children of low-income families with
a comprehensive program to meet their emo-
tional, social, health, nutritional, and psycho-
logical needs. Recruiting children ages three
to school-entry age, Head Start was enthu-
siastically received by education and child de-
velopment specialists, community leaders, and
parents across the Nation. Currently, Head
Start continues to serve children and their
families each year in urban and rural areas in
all 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puerto
Rico, and the U.S. territories, including many
American Indian and migrant children.

In 1966, President Johnson signed the Inter-
national Education Act—P.L. 89-698, which
promoted international studies at U.S. colleges
and universities.

In 1968, he signed the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act Amendments of 1967—
P.L. 90-247, establishing bilingual education
programs for non-English speaking children,
and providing more funds for special edu-
cation for disabled children. Later that year,
President Johnson also signed the Handi-
capped Children’s Early Education Assistance
Act—P.L. 90-538, which authorized experi-
mental programs for disabled children of pre-
school age.

After leaving office, Lyndon Baines Johnson
continued his involvement in education and
taught students while he wrote his memoirs
and pursued other academic endeavors. Lyn-
don Johnson died January 22, 1973.

Lyndon Baines Johnson will be remembered
not only as a great President and Member of
Congress, but also as a champion for edu-
cation. Thus, it is very appropriate that the
headquarters building of the Department of
Education, located at 400 Maryland Avenue
Southwest in the District of Columbia, be des-
ignated as the “Lyndon Baines Johnson De-
partment of Education Building.”

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 584.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, today | join
Congressman GENE GREEN and a bipartisan
group of the Texas delegation in supporting
the renaming of the Department of Education
headquarters building to the “Lyndon Baines
Johnson Federal Building.”

It is a fitting tribute to name the building that
houses the Department of Education after
President Lyndon B. Johnson. Under his
watch, over 60 education bills were signed
into law, several of which changed the face of
education in America.

One such bill enacted by President Johnson
is the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965. For the first time, Federal funds
were explicitly directed to elementary and sec-
ondary public schools. These funds have im-
proved the quality of education received by
millions of students over the past 42 years.
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President Johnson soon followed this meas-
ure with the Higher Education Act of 1965.
This legislation made a college education pos-
sible for millions of Americans by creating the
Federal student aid program.

Additionally, the Economic Opportunity Act
of 1964 contained the provisions creating the
Head Start Program, which has put genera-
tions of preschool-age children on the path of
learning and success. Head Start gives chil-
dren the foundation they need in order to be
successful in school in the future.

As President Johnson himself once said,
“Poverty must not be a bar to learning and
learning must offer an escape from poverty.”
By opening the doors of education to millions
of Americans, President Johnson improved
countless lives and put the American dream
within the reach of many.

| thank Congressman GREEN for bringing
this bill to the floor so that we all may recog-
nize the contributions of President Johnson to
this Nation and to our educational system.

Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 584, a bill introduced by my friend
GENE GREEN of Houston, which names the
Department of Education Headquarters Build-
ing in Washington, DC, after President Lyndon
B. Johnson.

President Johnson’s legacy is vast and
mostly underappreciated. He was a visionary
in terms of groundbreaking social legislation
that literally changed the way this country
elected leaders, treated one another in the
workplace, and educated our children.

President Johnson passed away over 30
years ago, and is survived by his First Lady,
Lady Bird Johnson. Despite the
groundbreaking work in education and so
many other levels, no Federal buildings bear
his name in the national Capital area.

In May 1964, Johnson called for a nation-
wide war against poverty and outlined a vast
program of economic and social welfare legis-
lation designed to create what he termed the
Great Society. Central to his vision of a nation
no longer hindered by poverty and hate was
an education for every child, no matter what
their economic status.

During his time in office, President Johnson
passed over 60 education bills, including the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965, the Higher Education Act of 1965, and
created the Head Start Program. Taken to-
gether, these legislative feats form the basis of
public education in the United States today.

President Johnson grew up in San Marcos,
TX, seeing abject poverty all around him and
seeing the power scheme that separated white
children from Hispanic and African-American
children. From his earliest days, he concluded
the only true equalizing influence in our Nation
was through an equal education for all Ameri-
cans, no matter what their skin color or their
economic status.

The Department of Education headquarters
building on Maryland Avenue, SW., in Wash-
ington, DC, has no name on it today. Bearing
the name of our 36th President would be a fit-
ting tribute to the life and legislative accom-
plishments in education of the Johnson presi-
dency.

While novel in his day, the Johnson admin-
istration’s policy to place a national priority on
education is supported by large majorities of
both parties today, illustrating the long-term
righteousness of Johnson’s cause.

Truly, the only silver bullet to equalize peo-
ple in this Nation is education. That was LBJ’s
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vision, and perfecting that vision should be our
duty in the 21st century.

| thank the gentleman from Texas for his
work in bringing this bill to the floor today.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 584, a bill to name the
headquarters of the United States Department
of Education after President Lyndon B. John-
son.

In the entire District of Columbia, with all its
Federal buildings, parks and monuments,
there is not a single Federal facility named
after the man many historians call one of the
best Presidents in American history. From his
stewardship of legislation creating Medicare
and Medicaid, to his passage of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act
of 1965, President Johnson left a legacy on
this Nation that we still enjoy today.

In addition to his quest to achieve racial
equality in the United States, President John-
son was an avid supporter of education. In
1965 he signed the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act into law. This landmark
bill provided significant federal funding to pub-
lic schools. Also in 1965, he stewarded the
Higher Education Act to passage. Thanks to
this legislation, children in poverty for the first
time were able to attend college.

Madam Speaker, like President Johnson, |
was a public school teacher, and | understand
the importance of a good education. Let me
conclude by quoting President Johnson him-
self.

I shall never forget the faces of the boys
and the girls in that little Welhausen Mexi-
can School, and I remember even yet the
pain of realizing and knowing then that col-
lege was closed to practically every one of
those children because they were too poor.
And I think it was then that I made up my
mind that this Nation could never rest while
the door to knowledge remained closed to
any American.

Madam Speaker, | can think of no better
person after whom we should name the build-
ing of the Department of Education. | urge my
colleagues to support H.R. 584.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, | rise in
proud support of H.R. 584, a bill to re-name
the Department of Education Building after a
great Texan and a great American, Lyndon
Baines Johnson. | would like to thank my good
friend and colleague, GENE GREEN for bringing
this bill to us.

Today, we aspire to fulfill the vision of the
Great Society that President Johnson envi-
sioned for this Nation—in his words—a place
where the meaning of man’s life matches the
marvels of man’s labor.

Early on in his life, President Johnson was
exposed to the unacceptable inequities in our
Nation’s education system. As a teacher and
a principal in Cotula, TX, President Johnson
worked with impoverished Hispanic students
for whom the dream of pursuing higher edu-
cation was all but out of reach. He saw a na-
tion failing to live up to its potential because
it failed to develop the talents of its low-in-
come and minority citizens. He vowed not to
rest until America’s opportunities were open
and accessible to everyone.

It is a fitting tribute to name the Department
of Education headquarters after the President
who brought us the Head Start Program, the
Higher Education Act and student financial
aid, as well as the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act, which today we know as the
No Child Left Behind Act.
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Under his watch, our Nation made a com-
mitment to education so that opportunity and
success would no longer be determined by
family wealth or the color of one’s skin.

President Johnson was a visionary and a
patriot. For me, a member of the Education
and Labor Committee, he was a hero.

| urge all my colleges to support H.R. 584.

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 584, legislation to designate
the Department of Education headquarters in
Washington, DC, after our 36th President,
Lyndon Baines Johnson.

An elementary school teacher himself,
President Johnson had a deep appreciation
for the importance of education. In his “Great
Society” speech at the University of Michigan
in 1964, President Johnson stated:

We must seek an educational system which
grows in excellence as it grows in size. This
means better training for our teachers. It
means preparing youth to enjoy their hours
of leisure as well as their hours of labor. It
means exploring new techniques of teaching,
to find new ways to stimulate the love of
learning and the capacity for creation.

President Johnson’s statement rings true to
this day. Now is an especially important time
to revisit his vision. As the global marketplace
becomes more competitive, it is becoming
clear that education is the vehicle that will
drive U.S. global leadership into the future. It
is therefore vital that we renew our commit-
ment to Federal education programs.

Some of President Johnson’s largest edu-
cation initiatives were passed in 1965, includ-
ing the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act—ESEA—and the Higher Education Act
HEA. ESEA provided the first program ever
adopted by Congress to provide Federal sup-
port for public schools, and HEA provided the
first-ever Federal financial aid programs to
help students afford college. In addition, 1965
saw the passage of legislation to create the
National Head Start program and the National
Endowments for Arts and Humanities.

For over 40 years, President Johnson’s edu-
cation initiatives have helped millions of chil-
dren across the country achieve the American
dream. It is only fitting that the Federal De-
partment of Education building be named after
a man who was a pioneer in his endeavors to
promote Federal investment in education.

| am proud to be an original cosponsor of
this legislation and | urge my colleagues to
join me in voting for it.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, | rise today in support of this
legislation to name the Department of Edu-
cation Building in honor of President Lyndon
B. Johnson.

President Johnson believed that everyone
should have the right to a free and adequate
education regardless of their gender, race or
economic status. President Johnson fought for
opportunity and access for all Americans, and
| can truly think of no one better person for
whom to name the Department of Education
building.

President Johnson’s first job was as a
Texas elementary school teacher and principal
at a segregated school attended by only Mexi-
can-Americans. He held that experience with
him, and continually fought for education and
equality for all Americans. President Johnson
recognized that education meant opportunity
for millions of Americans who would otherwise
never be able to achieve the American dream.
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The strides made for educational equality
and fairness under the Johnson administration
were truly remarkable. Under President John-
son, we adopted many landmark education
policies including the Early and Secondary
Education Act of 1965, the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, the National Endowment for
Humanities, and the Higher Education Act of
1965. Perhaps no other President has ever
overseen so many pioneering changes to the
way that we educate our Nation’s children.

| fully support Congressman GENE GREEN’s
effort to name the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation building in honor of President Lyndon
B. Johnson, and | urge my colleagues to vote
in support of this legislation.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, as an original cosponsor and proud
Texan, | rise today in strong support of H.R.
584, which designates the national head-
quarters building of the U.S. Department of
Education located in the District of Columbia
as the Lyndon Baines Johnson Department of
Education Building. | support this bill because
it is a fitting tribute to the greatest “education
President” in the history of our Nation.

It is no exaggeration to say, Madam Speak-
er, that Lyndon Baines Johnson’s record of
extending the benefits of education to all
Americans in every region of the country, of
every race and gender, irrespective of eco-
nomic class or family background, remains un-
surpassed. Lyndon Johnson recognized that
the educated citizenry is a nation’s greatest
economic asset and most powerful guardian of
its political liberties.

Madam Speaker, Lyndon Johnson did more
than any single American, living or dead, to
make the Federal Government a partner with
States and localities in the vitally important
work of educating the people of America, from
pre-kindergarten to post-graduate school. It
makes perfect sense, therefore, to name the
headquarters building of the U.S. Department
of Education in his honor.

Madam Speaker, Lyndon Baines Johnson
was one of the leading figures of the 20th cen-
tury. This teacher who became a President
served his country in numerous, distinguished
ways, including as lieutenant commander in
the U.S. Navy during World War Il, as a Mem-
ber of both Houses of Congress, as Vice
President of the United States, and as the
36th President of the United States.

Lyndon Baines Johnson was born on Au-
gust 27, 1908, in Stonewall, TX. In 1927, he
enrolled in Southwest Texas State Teachers
College at San Marcos, TX—Texas State Uni-
versity—San Marcos. He took a leave of ab-
sence for a year to serve as principal and
teach fifth, sixth, and seventh grades at
Welhausen School, a Mexican-American
school in the south Texas town of Cotulla. He
graduated with a bachelor of science degree
in August 1930. After graduation he taught at
Pearsall High School in Pearsall, TX, and
taught public speaking at Sam Houston High
School in Houston, TX. In the spring of 1931,
his debate team won the district champion-
ship.

Iﬁ a special election in 1937, Johnson won
the U.S. House of Representatives seat rep-
resenting the 10th Congressional District of
Texas, defeating nine other candidates. He
was re-elected to a full term in the 76th Con-
gress and to each succeeding Congress until
1948.

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor on De-
cember 7, 1941, Johnson became the first

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Member of Congress to volunteer for active
duty in the Armed Forces—U.S. Navy, report-
ing for active duty on December 9, 1941.
Johnson received the Silver Star from GEN
Douglas MacArthur for gallantry in action dur-
ing an aerial combat mission over hostile posi-
tions in New Guinea on June 9, 1942. Presi-
dent Roosevelt ordered all Members of Con-
gress in the Armed Forces to return to their of-
fices, and Johnson was released from active
duty on July 16, 1942.

In 1948, after a campaign in which he trav-
eled by “newfangled” helicopter all over the
State, Johnson won the primary by 87 votes
and earned the nickname “Landslide Lyndon,”
and in the general election was elected to the
U.S. Senate. He was elected minority leader
of the Senate in 1953 and majority leader in
1955. He served in the U.S. Senate until he
resigned to become Vice President in January
1961.

Lyndon Johnson became the 36th President
of the United States on November 22, 1963,
after the assassination of President John F.
Kennedy.

During his administration, education was
one of the many areas where President John-
son blazed new ground. He pursued numer-
ous education initiatives, and signed many
landmark education bills into law.

In 1963, President Johnson approved the
Higher Education Facilities Act—P.L. 88-204,
which authorized a five-year program of Fed-
eral grants and loans for construction or im-
provement of public and private higher edu-
cation academic facilities. This legislation was
the largest education program enacted by
Congress since the National Defense Edu-
cation Act of 1958, and it was the first broad
education bill enacted in the post-World War I
period that was not tied to national defense.

In 1964, Johnson signed the Library Serv-
ices Act—P.L. 88-269—to make high quality
public libraries more accessible to both urban
and rural residents. The funds made available
under this act were used to construct as well
as operate libraries, and to extend this pro-
gram to cities as well as rural areas. Later that
year, President Johnson signed the Civil
Rights Act—P.L. 88-352, which among its
landmark provisions authorized Federal au-
thorities to sue for the desegregation of
schools and to withhold Federal funds from
education institutions that practiced segrega-
tion.

In 1965, President Johnson signed the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act—P.L.
89-10—at the former Junction Elementary
School in Stonewall, TX, where he first at-
tended school. Sitting beside him as he signed
the bill was his first teacher, Mrs. Kathryn
Deadrich Loney. This legislation was the first
general aid-to-education program ever adopt-
ed by Congress, and it provided programs to
help educate disadvantaged children in urban
and rural areas. Later that year, he also
signed the Higher Education Act—P.L. 89—
329, which was the first program approved by
the U.S. Congress for scholarships to under-
graduate students.

In 1965, President Johnson launched
Project Head Start, as an 8-week summer pro-
gram, to help break the cycle of poverty by
providing pre-school children from low-income
families with a comprehensive program to
meet their emotional, social, health, nutritional,
and psychological needs. Recruiting children
from ages three to school-entry age, Head
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Start was enthusiastically received by edu-
cation and child development specialists, com-
munity leaders, and parents across the Nation.
Currently, Head Start continues to serve chil-
dren and their families each year in urban and
rural areas in all 50 States, the District of Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. territories,
as well as many migrant children.

In 1966, President Johnson signed the Inter-
national Education Act—P.L. 89-698, which
promoted international studies at U.S. colleges
and universities.

In 1968, he signed the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act Amendments of 1967—
P.L. 90-247, establishing bilingual education
programs for non-English speaking children,
and providing more funds for special edu-
cation for disabled children. Later that year, he
also signed the Handicapped Children’s Early
Education Assistance Act—P.L. 90-538, which
authorized experimental programs for disabled
children of pre-school age.

After leaving office, Lyndon Johnson re-
turned to his native Texas and continued his
involvement in public education. His presi-
dential papers are housed at the Lyndon
Baines Johnson Library and Museum at the
University of Texas, which in 1970 established
the Lyndon Baines Johnson School of Public
Affairs, The “LBJ School,” as is commonly
known, pioneered what was then regarded as
a novel approach to training for public service.

The curriculum combined courses in theory
with courses that took students into govern-
ment agencies to work and conduct research;
the faculty included academics from various
disciplines as well as practitioners from var-
ious levels of government; public service pro-
grams included an academic publishing pro-
gram as well as workshops for government of-
ficials. This blend of the academic and the
practical remains the distinguishing char-
acteristic of the LBJ School and this highly ef-
fective approach to training for public service
is today an accepted model for public affairs
graduate programs across the country.

Madam Speaker, Lyndon Baines Johnson,
who died January 22, 1973, will be remem-
bered not only as a great President and Mem-
ber of Congress, but also as the greatest
champion of accessible and affordable quality
education for all. President Johnson truly un-
derstood the importance of leaving no child
behind, and he didn’t.

For all these reasons, Madam Speaker, it is
most appropriate that the headquarters build-
ing of the Department of Education located at
400 Maryland Avenue, SW., in the District of
Columbia be designated the “Lyndon Baines
Johnson Department of Education Building.”

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, 1
yield back the remainder of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from the District of
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 584, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘““To designate the Federal
building located at 400 Maryland Ave-
nue Southwest in the District of Co-
lumbia as the ‘Liyndon Baines Johnson
Department of Education Building’ .
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
O 1400

R. JESS BROWN UNITED STATES
COURTHOUSE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 399) to designate the United
States Courthouse to be constructed in
Jackson, Mississippi, as the ‘“R. Jess
Brown United States Courthouse”.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 399

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The United States Courthouse to be con-
structed at the site bounded on the north by
Court Street, on the west by West Street, on
the south by South Street, and on the east
by President Street in Jackson, Mississippi,
shall be known and designated as the ‘“R.
Jess Brown United States Courthouse’.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the courthouse referred to
in section 1 shall be deemed to be a reference
to the “R. Jess Brown United States Court-
house”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROTHMAN). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. GRAVES)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia.
GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material con-
cerning H.R. 399.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia?

There was no objection.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise to support H.R. 399, a bill to
designate the courthouse to be con-
structed in Jackson, Mississippi, as the
R. Jess Brown United States Court-
house.

R. Jess Brown was born in Coffey-
ville, Kansas on September 2, 1912. He
was educated in the Muskogee, Okla-
homa, public schools and received a
bachelor of education degree from the
Illinois State Normal University in
1935 and a master of education degree
from the University of Indiana in 1943.
He attended Texas Southern Law
School.

In 1953, he was admitted to the bar
for the State of Mississippi and admit-
ted to practice before the TUnited
States District Court for the Southern
District of Mississippi. In 1955, he co-
founded the Magnolia Bar Association,
and he later served on the board of the
National Bar Association for nearly 15
years. In 1958, he was admitted to prac-
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tice before the United States Supreme
Court.

As associate counsel for the NAACP
Defense and Educational Fund, Mr.
Brown filed the first civil rights suit in
Mississippi in the 1950s in Jefferson
Davis County, seeking the enforcement
of the right of black citizens to become
registered voters. In 1961, Mr. Brown
represented James H. Meredith in a
suit to enter the University of Mis-
sissippi. This victory in this case
opened the doors to that university to
all Mississippi citizens. While an asso-
ciate with the NAACP Legal Defense
Fund, he played a major role in fight-
ing discrimination in transportation
and other public accommodations,
working together with Thurgood Mar-
shall, who would later become Asso-
ciate Justice of the United States Su-
preme Court.

Mr. Brown also served as counsel to
the American Civil Liberties Union,
where he was successful in obtaining
reversals of convictions of black de-
fendants because of discrimination in
jury selection. He also represented nu-
merous black defendants in cases
where the State sought the death pen-
alty. As a result of these appeals, none
of these defendants were ever executed.

R. Jess Brown died in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, on January 2, 1990. He is re-
membered as a brave American, bril-
liant attorney, civil rights leader, and
devoted family man. It is both fitting
and appropriate that the United States
courthouse, soon to be constructed in
Jackson, Mississippi, would be des-
ignated the R. Jess Brown United
States Courthouse.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 399 designates the
United States courthouse, which is to
be constructed in Jackson, Mississippi,
as the R. Jess Brown United States
Courthouse. This bill honors R. Jess
Brown’s work as an attorney and civil
rights leader.

As was so eloquently pointed out,
and I think Chairman NORTON went
through it very well, Mr. Brown was
the associate counsel for the Legal De-
fense and Education Fund for the Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, where his work
was well documented.

He worked alongside Thurgood Mar-
shall, who would later become Asso-
ciate Justice to the United States Su-
preme Court. And as Mr. Brown was
working for the NAACP in that capac-
ity, he filed the very first civil rights
suit in Mississippi in the 1950s.

Mr. Brown died in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, on January 2, 1990.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to introduce the author of the
bill, who represents the district in
Jackson, Mississippi, where this court-
house will be located.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 399,
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the bill naming the soon-to-be-con-
structed courthouse in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, after attorney R. Jess Brown.

For most of those individuals here, I
represent Jackson, Mississippi. I knew
R. Jess Brown. Most of the African
American attorneys in the State of
Mississippi would not be there had it
not been for R. Jess Brown’s tenacity
and perseverance to encourage other
people to participate.

Both speakers have talked about his
ability as a lawyer; but the one thing
that I would like to share is, while he
did not graduate from law school, when
he was practicing, you could practice
law if you could pass the bar. He
taught himself law and ultimately be-
came one of the great lawyers in our
State. He represented James Meredith.
He represented Medgar Evers. He rep-
resented teachers who were trying to
get equity in pay. He represented other
students trying to go to the University
of Southern Mississippi, a number of
schools.

But the good thing about R. Jess
Brown, Mr. Speaker, he also was a
teacher. He always had time for young
people. He taught at Alcorn State Uni-
versity as well as Lanier High School
at a time where practicing law was not
as beneficial as it is perhaps now.

I am happy to join the support of
H.R. 399, this bill nominating the soon-
to-be-constructed courthouse after R.
Jess Brown.

The Brown family in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, is well known. The widow of
attorney Brown will be quite pleased
with this. Oftentimes we don’t give
flowers to people while they are living,
but perhaps this legacy in naming this
Federal courthouse after attorney R.
Jess Brown is fitting and proper.

So R. Jess Brown, Mr. Speaker, will
be remembered more than as a bril-
liant attorney and civil rights leader.
He will be remembered as a great
American. As such, it is very appro-
priate that the United States court-
house soon be built in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, is designated the R. Jess
Brown United States Courthouse.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H.R. 399, a bill to designate
the United States Courthouse to be con-
structed in Jackson, Mississippi, as the “R.
Jess Brown United States Courthouse”.

R. Jess Brown was born in Coffeeville, Kan-
sas, on September 2, 1912. He was educated
in the Muskogee Oklahoma public schools and
received a Bachelor of Education Degree from
lllinois State Normal University in 1935, and a
Master of Education Degree from the Univer-
sity of Indiana in 1943. He attended Texas
Southern Law School.

In 1948, he was a co-plaintiff in a suit for
equal salaries for Jackson, Mississippi school
teachers.

In 1953, he was admitted to the bar for the
State of Mississippi and admitted to practice
before the United States District Court for the
Southern District of Mississippi. In 1955, he
co-founded the Magnolia Bar Association, and
he later served on the Board of the National
Bar Association for nearly 15 years. In 1958,
he was admitted to practice before the United
States Supreme Court.
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As associate counsel for the NAACP Legal
Defense and Educational Fund, Brown filed
the first civil rights suit in Mississippi in the
1950s in Jefferson Davis County, seeking the
enforcement of the right of black citizens to
become registered voters. In 1961, Brown rep-
resented James H. Meredith in his suit to
enter the University of Mississippi; his victory
in this case opened the doors of that univer-
sity to all of Mississippi’s citizens. While an as-
sociate with the NAACP Legal Defense Fund,
he played a major role in fighting discrimina-
tion in the areas of transportation and other
public accommodations working along side
Thurgood Marshall, who would later become
Associate Justice of the United States Su-
preme Court.

Brown also served as counsel for the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union, where he was suc-
cessful in obtaining reversals of convictions of
black defendants because of discrimination in
jury selection. He also represented numerous
black defendants in cases where the State
sought the death penalty. As a result of these
appeals, none of these defendants were ever
executed.

R. Jess Brown died in Jackson, Mississippi,
on January 2, 1990.

R. Jess Brown will be remembered as more
than a brilliant attorney and civil rights leader;
he will also be remembered as a great Amer-
ican. As such, it is very appropriate that the
U.S. Courthouse in Jackson, Mississippi, be
designated the “R. Jess Brown United States
Courthouse”.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 399.

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I would
urge my colleagues to support this bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I think
this bill deserves the unanimous vote
of Members on both sides of the aisle.
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from the District of
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 399.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

SANTIAGO E. CAMPOS UNITED
STATES COURTHOUSE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 544) to designate the United
States courthouse at South Federal
Place in Santa Fe, New Mexico, as the
“Santiago E. Campos United States
Courthouse”.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 544

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The United States courthouse at South
Federal Place in Santa Fe, New Mexico,
shall be known and designated as the
“Santiago E. Campos United States Court-
house™.
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SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed
to be a reference to the ‘“Santiago E. Campos
United States Courthouse’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON)
and the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
GRAVES) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material con-
cerning H.R. 544.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia?

There was no objection.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, in the 107th, 108th and
109th Congresses, Congressman Tom
Udall introduced legislation to des-
ignate the Federal courthouse in Santa
Fe, New Mexico, as the Santiago E.
Campos United States Courthouse. No
action was taken during the past Con-
gress. Therefore, it is with great pleas-
ure that the 110th Congress finally
moves forward with this bill to honor
an outstanding American.

Judge Campos was a life-long resi-
dent of the United States and grad-
uated first in his class from the Univer-
sity of New Mexico. He served the peo-
ple of New Mexico and his country with
honor and great distinction. He was a
World War II veteran, serving the
United States Navy as a seamen first
class from 1944 to 1946. After leaving
the Navy, Judge Campos attended the
Central College in Fayette, Missouri,
and received his law degree from the
University of New Mexico in 1953, grad-
uating first in his class again. From
1954 to 1957, he worked as an assistant
attorney general and subsequently as
first assistant attorney general for the
State of New Mexico. After 14 years in
private practice, Judge Campos was
elected district judge for the First Ju-
dicial District of New Mexico in 1971
and served in that capacity until 1978.

President Jimmy Carter appointed
him to the Federal bench in 1978. Judge
Campos was the first Hispanic ap-
pointed to the Federal bench in New
Mexico. He served as chief judge from
1987 until 1989. Known for his compas-
sion, quick wit and inquisitive mind,
Judge Campos was a role model for stu-
dents, fellow jurists and professional
colleagues. He was well liked among
peers and judicial staff as well.

I strongly support Congressman
UDALL and his efforts on behalf of this
bill, and I urge my colleagues to join in
support of H.R. 544.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I would
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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Mr. Speaker, H.R. 544, introduced by
Representative UDALL of New Mexico,
designates the United States court-
house at South Federal Place in Santa
Fe, New Mexico, as the Santiago E.
Campos United States Courthouse. The
bill honors Judge Campos, who was the
first Hispanic to be appointed to the
U.S. District Court of New Mexico.

Judge Campos served in the United
States Navy during World War II and
graduated first in his law class at the
University of New Mexico. His career
in public service included serving as
the assistant and first assistant attor-
ney general in New Mexico, and serving
as a district court judge in New Mexi-
co’s First Judicial District, and cul-
minated in his appointment to the Fed-
eral bench.

Judge Campos was appointed by
President Carter in 1978 to the District
Court of New Mexico. He served as
chief judge from 1987 to 1989 and be-
came a senior judge on December 26,
1992. He served with distinction on the
bench, and on January 20, 2001, Judge
Campos passed away.

I support this legislation, and I en-
courage my colleagues to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. NORTON. I thank the gentleman.
And I concur and strongly support this
legislation as well.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H.R. 544, a bill to designate
the United States Courthouse at South Fed-
eral Place, Santa Fe, New Mexico, as the
“Santiago E. Campos United States Court-
house”.

| commend the Gentleman from New Mex-
ico (Mr. UDALL) for his steadfast support of this
bill to honor an outstanding jurist.

Mr. UDALL introduced identical legislation in
three previous Congresses—H.R. 5083 in the
107th Congress, H.R. 2274 in the 108th Con-
gress, and H.R. 984 in the 109th Congress.
Regrettably, the House never considered
those bills. | am pleased that we are moving
forward on this legislation today.

Santiago E. Campos was born on Decem-
ber 25, 1926, in Santa Rosa, New Mexico. He
served in the United States Navy as a Sea-
man 1st Class from 1944 to 1946. After leav-
ing the Navy, Judge Campos attended Central
College in Fayette, Missouri, and received his
law degree from the University of New Mexico
in 1953, graduating first in his class.

From 1954 until 1957, he worked as an As-
sistant Attorney General and subsequently as
First Assistant Attorney General for the State
of New Mexico. After 14 years in private prac-
tice, Judge Campos was elected District
Judge for the 1st Judicial District of New Mex-
ico in 1971, and served in that capacity until
1978. In 1978, Judge Campos was appointed
to the Federal Bench by President Jimmy
Carter and began serving on July 20, 1978.

Judge Campos was the first Hispanic Amer-
ican to serve as a Federal Judge in the Dis-
trict Court of New Mexico, as well as the first
Hispanic American to serve as its Chief
Judge. He held the title of Chief U.S. District
Judge from February 5, 1987, to December
31, 1989, and took senior status on December
26, 1992. Judge Campos died on January 20,
2002, after suffering a long bout with cancer.
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During his career, Judge Campos was
named an honorary member of the Order of
the Coif. He also received the Distinguished
Achievement Award of the State Bar of New
Mexico in 1993, and in the same year the Uni-
versity of New Mexico honored him with a Dis-
tinguished Achievement Award.

H.R. 544 has received the unanimous en-
dorsement of the Judges of the 10th Circuit
Court in New Mexico and the district judges of
the District of New Mexico.

In honor of Judge Campos’s trailblazing
legal career in New Mexico and his out-
standing contributions to the legal profession,
it is both fitting and proper to designate the
courthouse located at South Federal Place in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, as the “Santiago E.
Campos United States Courthouse”.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 544.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from the District of
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 544.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
0 1415

CHARLIE W. NORWOOD LIVING
ORGAN DONATION ACT

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 710) to amend the National Organ
Transplant Act to clarify that kidney
paired donation does not involve the
transfer of a human organ for valuable
consideration, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 710

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Charlie W.
Norwood Living Organ Donation Act”.

SEC. 2. NATIONAL ORGAN TRANSPLANT ACT;
AMENDMENT REGARDING PAIRED
DONATION OF HUMAN KIDNEYS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 301(a) of the Na-
tional Organ Transplant Act (42 U.S.C.
274e(a)) is amended by adding at the end the
following: ‘‘The preceding sentence does not
apply with respect to the paired donation of
human kidneys.”.

(b) DEFINITION.—Section 301(c) of the Na-
tional Organ Transplant Act (42 U.S.C.
274e(c)) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘‘(4) The term ‘paired donation of human
kidneys’ means the donation and receipt of
human kidneys under the following cir-
cumstances:

““(A) An individual (referred to in this
paragraph as the ‘first donor’) desires to
make a living donation of a kidney specifi-
cally to a particular patient (referred to in
this paragraph as the ‘first patient’), but
such donor is biologically incompatible as a
donor for such patient.

“(B) A second individual (referred to in
this paragraph as the ‘second donor’) desires
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to make a living donation of a kidney spe-
cifically to a second particular patient (re-
ferred to in this paragraph as the ‘second pa-
tient’), but such donor is biologically incom-
patible as a donor for such patient.

“(C) Subject to subparagraph (D), the first
donor is biologically compatible as a donor
of a kidney for the second patient, and the
second donor is biologically compatible as a
donor of a kidney for the first patient.

‘(D) If there is any additional donor-pa-
tient pair as described in subparagraph (A)
or (B), each donor in the group of donor-pa-
tient pairs is biologically compatible as a
donor of a Kkidney for a patient in such
group.

‘‘(E) All donors and patients in the group
of donor-patient pairs (whether two pairs or
more than two pairs) enter into a single
agreement to donate and receive such Kkid-
neys, respectively, according to such biologi-
cal compatibility in the group.

‘(F) Other than as described in subpara-
graph (E), no valuable consideration is know-
ingly acquired, received, or otherwise trans-
ferred with respect to the kidneys referred to
in such subparagraph.’.

SEC. 3. ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR THE MEDI-
CARE PHYSICIAN ASSISTANCE AND
QUALITY INITIATIVE FUND.

Section 1848(1)(2) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w-4(1)(2)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by adding at the
end the following: ‘“‘In addition, there shall
be available to the Fund for expenditures
during 2009 an amount equal to $30,000,000
and for expenditures during or after 2013 an
amount equal to $470,000,000.”’; and

(2) in subparagraph (B)—

(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘FURNISHED
DURING 2008’";

(B) by striking ‘‘specified in subparagraph
(A)” and inserting ‘‘specified in the first sen-
tence of subparagraph (A)’’; and

(C) by inserting after ‘‘furnished during
2008 the following: ‘‘and for the obligation
of the entire first amount specified in the
second sentence of such subparagraph for
payment with respect to physicians’ services
furnished during 2009 and of the entire sec-
ond amount so specified for payment with re-
spect to physicians’ services furnished on or
after January 1, 2013”°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. INSLEE) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BARTON) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Washington.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE CONSIDERED AS
FIRST SPONSOR OF H.R. 710

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that I may here-
after be considered as the first sponsor
of H.R. 710, a bill originally introduced
by Representative Norwood of Georgia,
only for the purpose of adding cospon-
sors and requesting reprintings pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XII.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?
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There was no objection.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we are here today to
pass the Charlie W. Norwood Living
Kidney Organ Donation Clarification
Act. We do so both to honor Dr. Nor-
wood, who provided such great service
to his district and to the country for
many years; of course, Dr. Norwood did
so as the result of being a recipient of
lung transplants himself; but also to
honor the thousands of Americans who
are today waiting for kidney trans-
plants. This bill, we believe, will be a
great step forward to hasten the day
when those folks can potentially have
kidney transplants.

It is a fitting tribute to Dr. Norwood
for his tireless efforts to improve our
Nation’s health and his great work in
fighting as a patient’s advocate. I will
submit for the record a statement from
Dr. Norwood in support of this legisla-
tion.

Second, I would like to thank the
staff of both of the committees, as well
as Dr. Norwood’s office and personal
staff, for their work to make this bill a
reality.

This legislation would allow a proce-
dure commonly known as paired dona-
tion to be legal, to make that clear,
and to provide hope to patients waiting
for kidney transplants. Paired organ
donation will make it possible for
thousands of people who wish to donate
a kidney to a spouse, a family member
or a friend but find that they are medi-
cally incompatible to still become liv-
ing kidney donors.

This is very important, because, as of
February 23, we had over 70,000 patients
who are now on the waiting list for a
kidney transplant, and yet we per-
formed only 16,500 kidney transplants
in 2005, of which only 6,500 were living
kidney donors. H.R. 710 will take a sig-
nificant step towards reducing the
number of patients on the waiting list
and giving many more the hope that
their wait will not be endless.

Further, this bill is supported by nu-
merous medical organizations, includ-
ing the United Network for Organ
Sharing, the American Society of
Transplant Surgeons, the American So-
ciety of Transplantation, the National
Kidney Foundation and the American
Society of Pediatric Nephrology.

I have sort of a local person who
gives me advise about this, Dr. Connie
Davis, who is a transplant expert, a
physician, and she says that this bill is
a huge step forward for the transplant
community as clinical efforts in the di-
rection of paired donation have been
severely hampered by concerns over
the legal status of such activity.

I believe it is imperative that we
make it clear that there is no intent by
Congress to bar this procedure. It is my
hope that the Senate will act quickly
on this. Simply put, we want this legis-
lation to save lives immediately.

So, for the 70,000 patients waiting for
lifesaving Kkidney transplants, with
time spent on costly and often arduous
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dialysis treatment, their time on the
waiting list can be significantly short-
ened with passage and implementation
of this bill.

It is an honor to stand here working
for the name of Dr. Charlie Norwood. I
want to thank all those who have
worked on this bill, and I hope very
shortly we can have this on the Presi-
dent’s desk and help those 70,000 people
to a healthy future and great produc-
tive years, just like Dr. Norwood had in
the U.S. Congress.

STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE CHARLIE
NORWOOD

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 710,
the Living Kidney Organ Donation Clarifica-
tion Act. This bill will explicitly state that
Americans in need of a kidney will have a
greater chance of receiving one through the
process of paired donation.

Over 70,000 Americans are currently in
need of a kidney transplant. As a result of
significant demand and limited supply, most
transplantees wait for over four years before
receiving a kidney. Four years for their lives
to be saved or lost.

During this time, if their kidneys fail, End
Stage Renal Disease can set in. These pa-
tients must undergo dialysis. While dialysis
extends patients’ lives, their condition often
prevents them from being fully engaged in
their community and career. Dialysis is life-
extending, but not life-bettering.

Sadly, in many cases, this is where pa-
tients lose their battle. In 2004 alone, 3,823
transplant candidates died awaiting a kid-
ney. As our population ages, that figure is
going to increase.

Mr. Speaker, medical science has enabled
us to perform more successful organ trans-
plants than ever before. These transplants
give patients a new lease on life. Many Mem-
bers in this body or their loved ones have
been touched by the lifesaving gift of organ
donation, myself included.

Kidney transplants from living donors tend
to be highly successful, but in many cases,
those who want to give a kidney to a loved
one feel they cannot help because they are
not biologically compatible with the patient
in need.

H.R. 710 is very simple. It clarifies that
paired donation is legal under the National
Organ Transplant Act. As a result, a pair
consisting of a kidney transplant candidate
and an incompatible living donor can be
matched with another such incompatible
pair to enable two transplants that other-
wise would not occur.

Remember those 3,823 souls and ask your-
self—could you justify not allowing a process
of simply cross-matching to save their lives?

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this legislation in memory of those
who have died waiting for a kidney as well as
the thousands of Americans who are seeking
a transplant or trying to become a living
donor to save a loved ones’ life.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

(Mr. BARTON of Texas asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
first, I want to thank Chairman DIN-
GELL and Subcommittee Chairman
PALLONE and Ranking Member DEAL
and Congressman INSLEE for expediting
consideration of this specific piece of
legislation.
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As I have pointed out earlier on the
House floor after notification of Con-
gressman Norwood’s passing, he wrote
me a letter the last day he was in
Washington before he flew home to
Georgia, and this particular piece of
legislation was the primary issue in
that letter. It is very, very heart-
warming, and I am very grateful that
the majority would move this piece of
legislation as quickly as they have
done. I want to thank them sincerely
for doing that.

As has been pointed out, this piece of
legislation will be called the Charlie
Norwood Living Kidney Organ Dona-
tion Clarification Act, and it is in
honor of Congressman Norwood, the
late Congressman from the Tenth Dis-
trict of Georgia.

There are over 78,000 Americans who
need kidney transplants. The average
wait is over 4 years. Paired donation
can create greater access to Kkidney
transplants. A paired donation consists
of a transplant candidate and an in-
compatible 1living donor who are
matched with another similar pair so
as to enable two transplants that
would otherwise not occur.

The legislation before us today clari-
fies the ability to perform paired
transplantations through the National
Organ Transplant Act, or NOTA. This
legislation clarifies that paired dona-
tions are not considered a valuable
consideration.

This legislation has received the
strong support of all the major trans-
plant organizations, including the
United Network for Organ Sharing, the
American Society of Transplantation,
the Association of Organ Procurement
Organizations, the National Kidney
Foundation, the American Society of
Pediatric Nephrology, the Cedars Sinai
Health Systems, Johns Hopkins, and
the American Society of Transplant
Surgeons.

As a consequence of the legislation
that Congressman Norwood and Con-
gressman INSLEE have crafted, we as-
sume that at least an additional 2,000
organ transplants a year will occur.
That is truly a gift of living that will
keep on giving for many, many years
to come.

This legislation, unfortunately, will
be the last of many great pieces of leg-
islation that Congressman Norwood
helped to pass when he was a colleague
of ours in this body. He was a true
statesman and sincerely a warm, per-
sonal friend of mine. I will miss him
greatly.

Before I yield back, I want to tell a
story about Charlie and then read
something into the RECORD.

Congressman Norwood always consid-
ered himself to be very prepared. He
was always ready for almost any con-
tingency.

The night that we voted the Medicare
Modernization Act part D prescription
drug benefit on this floor will be a time
that will long be remembered because
it was such a close vote and it took so
long to get it passed. Charlie and my-
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self and three other members of the
Energy and Commerce Committee on
the Republican side had been a part of
a group to craft an alternative program
for the part D prescription drug ben-
efit. Some of our alternative program
was in the final legislation, but not all
of it. As a consequence, Charlie was
listed as a ‘‘lean no.”’” He was in reality
a ‘“‘hard no,” but he listed himself as a
‘“‘lean no.”

As we all know, when the climactic
vote occurred, there weren’t enough
yeses on the board to pass it. So I went
to one of the senior leaders of the ma-
jority party, I am not going to say
which one, but I went to one of the sen-
ior leaders and I said, ‘I think we can
get Charlie Norwood to vote for this
bill.”” They said, ‘““No, you’re not going
to get Charlie to vote for the bill.” I
said, “‘I think we can, if you’ll talk to
him.”

So I went to Charlie and I said,
“Would you talk?”’ Charlie said, “I
don’t want to talk to anybody. I'm
going to vote against the bill.”

I went back and forth. I finally ar-
ranged a meeting back in the Repub-
lican cloakroom where Charlie would
discuss this particular piece of legisla-
tion.

Now, he had been a no, no, no, no, no
for the last 2 weeks. So when I finally
got the two parties together, Norwood
immediately pulled out a list from his
pocket. Now, he is deceased, so what-
ever the statute of limitations is has
expired. And this Congressman, who
had been a lean no, lean no, lean no,
had a list of 10 things, 10, that if the
senior leadership on the Republican
side would consider, he would consider
voting for the bill. Ten.

Obviously, that discussion didn’t go
too far, so he ended up voting no. But
he was prepared, and he had a list of
things.

Now, in that same sense of being pre-
pared, Mr. INSLEE has already put into
the RECORD Congressman Norwood’s
statement on this bill. Isn’t that amaz-
ing? I am going to read it into the
RECORD. This is the floor statement in
support of this bill by the late Con-
gressman Charlie Norwood of the 10th
District of Georgia.

“Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I also offer
a sincere thank you to Ranking Mem-
ber BARTON, Chairman DINGELL and
Mr. INSLEE for all of their help moving
this bill. Committee staff, including
Katherine Martin, John Ford and Peter
Goodloe should be acknowledged for
their aid as well. A special thank you
to Nick Shipley with Mr. INSLEE’S of-
fice who worked with J.P. from my
staff from day one as a tireless advo-
cate to get this bill into law.

“It has been said that common sense
is the knack of seeing things as they
are and doing things as they ought to
be done. Well, let me tell you how
things were being done. For years, peo-
ple missed or were delayed in an oppor-
tunity to have a life-saving Kkidney
transplant simply because a member of
the executive branch couldn’t grasp the
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true intent of the National Organ
Transplant Act’s valuable consider-
ation clause. The valuable consider-
ation clause was meant to outlaw the
buying and selling of organs, which ev-
eryone agrees is proper.

‘““Now, there are two types of trans-
plant donors, living and cadaveric, or
deceased. As a lung transplant recipi-
ent, I benefited from the latter, but in
the case of the first, a friend or a rel-
ative wanting to spare their loved ones
from death or dialysis graciously offers
to give up one of their kidneys. Regard-
less of the method, both patient and
donor must be biologically compatible.

“In recent years doctors discovered
that by using the simple database
methods that we use in our everyday
lives and business, a paired donation
could take place with these living do-
nors.

“In the process of a kidney paired
donor transplant, a pair consisting of a
kidney transplant candidate and an in-
compatible living donor is matched
with another such incompatible pair to
enable two transplants that otherwise
would not occur.

“Now, I'm just an old country den-
tist, but isn’t this just common sense?
I want to give to someone, but I'm not
compatible, but I can give to another
patient. Their willing, yet also incom-
patible, friend can give to my loved
one. As a result, two people live; two
more slots are opened on the list for
even more transplants to take place.
Common sense, Mr. Speaker.

‘““However, instead of every single
transplant center undertaking this
commonsense approach, some folks
were denied the chance to be cross-
matched and, instead, their loved one
suffered and even died while awaiting a
transplant.

¢73,652. That is roughly the number,
Mr. Speaker, of people waiting for a
kidney transplant. I can’t imagine
looking at any of those people and tell-
ing them ‘I am sorry, some bureaucrat
10 years ago inspired fear around the
simple process to save you today, so
you will have to languish on the list
and hope for the best.’

“I will tell you what: That is hog-
wash. Times have changed. Paired do-
nation is saving lives today and will
save even more once we get this bill
done. H.R. 710 has the support of every
major transplant organization, from
the United Network for Organ Sharing,
who will manage the national list, to
the surgeons who will perform the
transplants, to the patient advocates
to the hospitals.

“In fact, a study published in the
Journal of Transplantation predicts a
14 percent increase in the live kidney
donor transplants performed each year
if paired donation were allowed. More-
over, for each patient who receives a
kidney, Medicare will save $220,000 in
dialysis costs.

“In fact, Johns Hopkins just did a
five-way paired donation where five
people were saved instead of being put
on the waiting list. Now imagine the
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good a national list will do. Thousands
will be saved through simple common
sense. Paired donation is the way
things ought to be done.

‘“How often can we stand in this well
on this floor and know what we are
doing will save the government money,
improve patient quality of life and save
lives? Not too often, Mr. Speaker. I can
testify to that.

“What the bureaucracy has failed to
correct, this Congress will now step up
and take care of, unfortunately for all
of those who have not been able to ben-
efit, not a minute too soon.

“I yield back the balance of my
time.”

That is the floor statement of the
late Congressman Norwood on a bill
that, at the time he prepared this, he
wasn’t sure would get to the floor.
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Yet because of his tenacity and pre-
paredness and the willingness of Mr.
DINGELL and Mr. INSLEE and Mr.
PALLONE and Speaker PELOSI, the bill
is on the floor. I would urge all of my
colleagues to support this bill. I do in-
tend to ask for a rollcall vote and let
us leave a living legacy of life for the
late Congressman Charlie Norwood.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank Mr. BARTON for reading Dr. Nor-
wood’s eloquent statement into the
RECORD.

I want to note that kidney donation
is not just for the recipients. It is for
their families and the places they
work, and even the U.S. Congress. The
reason we had the benefit of Dr. Nor-
wood’s wisdom for years in the U.S.
Congress was because of a lung trans-
plant. I want to note that what we are
doing today is not only helping those
70,000 people, but also their families
and workplaces and the whole U.S.
economy.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. DEAL), the ranking mem-
ber of the Health Subcommittee.

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the ranking member for yielding
me this time.

I too wish to express appreciation to
the sponsor and all of those who have
made it possible to bring this bill to
the floor today. It is certainly alto-
gether fitting and proper that we name
this bill after the late Charlie Nor-
wood.

This bill does two very important
things that Charlie really believed in.
The first is he believed in organ trans-
plant. As Mr. INSLEE alluded, he was
the recipient of a lung transplant that
extended his life. He believed in organ
transplants.

The second thing that it does is
something that he really believed in as
well, and that is overcoming bureau-
cratic red tape that made no common
sense. And that is what this bill does.
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Pairing of donations for kidneys makes
all of the common sense in the world.
It will save lives and money. Certainly
in the tradition of Charlie Norwood, it
will perpetuate the importance of
organ donations and do so in the mem-
ory and in the honor of a great Member
of this body.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I would
yield to the dean of the House whose
leadership helped bring this bill to the
floor today, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. DINGELL), for such time as he
may consume.

(Mr. DINGELL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, my col-
leagues have said strongly why this is
a good piece of legislation and why it
should be enacted. I strongly support
it, and I urge my colleagues to vote for
H.R. 710, the Charlie W. Norwood Liv-
ing Organ Donation Act. I am delighted
that the Commerce Committee could
report this good piece of legislation to
the House floor, and I am pleased by
the consequences of it because we will
achieve more help to those in need of
organ donation, something which is of
great importance to the country and to
those who are in such grave and serious
need.

Charlie Norwood wanted this bill
very badly. It is a good bill. We are de-
lighted that we could bring to the
House floor a good bill which not only
does good but which honors its author,
Charlie Norwood, by carrying forward
his goals, his purposes, and his inten-
tions with regard to helping his fellow
Americans. I am delighted we can do
this for Charlie Norwood who was a
valuable member of the committee and
who will indeed be missed by his col-
leagues in Congress on both sides of the
aisle.

I have a longer statement which will
appear in the RECORD which I believe
sets forth some of the things already
said by my colleagues. I thank my good
friend, the manager of the bill on this
side, and the former chairman of the
committee, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. BARTON), my dear friend, for their
leadership on this matter.

| rise in strong support of H.R. 710, the
“Charlie W. Norwood Living Organ Donation
Act.”

Representative Charlie Norwood was a dear
friend and colleague of mine. Beginning in
1995, Charlie served the people of the tenth
district of Georgia admirably and honorably in
the House of Representatives. Sadly, Charlie
lost his long battle with cancer on February
13, 2007, but he shall not be forgotten and we
will pass this legislation in his honor.

H.R. 710 would modify the National Organ
Transplant Act (NOTA) to clarify that “paired”
kidney donations do not violate a clause of the
act regarding “valuable consideration,” which
outlaws the buying or selling of kidneys and
other organs.

A “paired” donation occurs when a donor
who is willing to give a kidney to a family
member or friend, but is biologically incompat-
ible, donates to another patient, who also has
an incompatible donor. By cross-matching two
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or more incompatible donor-recipient pairs,
more patients can receive kidneys and more
donors can give them.

Currently, an estimated 6,000 individuals
nationwide have offered kidneys to family
members and friends, only to have the dona-
tion rejected because they are incompatible.
Many providers will not perform paired dona-
tions, however, for fear of violating NOTA. If
paired donations were allowed, a study pub-
lished in the Journal of Transplantation by
Johns Hopkins Hospital and the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology predicts that
there would be a 14 percent increase in the
number of live kidney donor transplants per-
formed each year.

The controversy over paired organ donation
began with an interpretation by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (HHS)
stating that paired donation MAY be in viola-
tion of NOTA’s valuable consideration clause.
The clause was intended to outlaw the buying
or selling of transplantable human organs.
This stigma against paired donation elicits
concern within some areas of the transplant
community, which desperately wants clear leg-
islative guidance on this issue.

This legislation is supported by leading
organ donation and organ transplant organiza-
tions such as the National Kidney Foundation,
the American Society of Transplantation, the
American Society of Transplant Surgeons, the
Association of Organ Procurement Organiza-
tions, the Organization for Transplant Profes-
sionals, and the United Network for Organ
Sharing (UNOS).

Paired transplantation is a way to solve the
dilemma faced by people who want to become
living organ donors for a family member or
friend, but are unable to do so because they
are biologically incompatible. And one of the
added benefits of this bill is that it produces
savings. Since Dr. Norwood was dedicated to
making sure that physicians were treated right
and paid properly, we will be using this sav-
ings to do just that.

| would like to sincerely thank Representa-
tives Norwood and INSLEE for their leadership,
dedication, and diligent work on this important
legislation. | urge all of my colleagues to join
me in strong support of H.R. 710, the “Charlie
W. Norwood Living Organ Donation Act.”

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Before I yield
to Dr. GINGREY, I want to thank the
gentleman from Michigan for his excel-
lent leadership and his willingness to
expedite this process. It is because of
JOHN DINGELL that this bill is on the
floor this afternoon. We on the minor-
ity are very appreciative of that.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
GINGREY).

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the ranking member for recognizing
me, and I have a longer speech that I
want to submit for the RECORD. I think
my staff must have been looking over
the ranking member’s shoulder when
they wrote it. He has already said
those nice things about our good
friend, Charlie Norwood.

I was touched, though, in the letter
that he received and read, the phrases
“‘hogwash’ and an ‘‘old country den-
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tist.” I was sitting here thinking, I can
see Charlie saying those things on this
floor. That is the way he was and that
is the way we remember him. He
wasn’t an old country dentist, let me
assure you. He was a prosperous dentist
in Augusta, Georgia, a population of
130,000, the home of the Masters; but
that was Charlie.

Let me join JOE BARTON, the ranking
member, in thanking Chairman DIN-
GELL. I mentioned this bill to the
chairman last week, and he looked at
me and said, Doc, and he had a little
mist of tear in his eye, he said, Don’t
worry about this; we are going to do
this. And I knew then that the chair-
man and Representative INSLEE and
others were fully supportive of what
Charlie was trying to do.

If he was thinking just of himself,
Mr. Speaker, this bill probably would
say the Living Lung Organ Donation
Act, which also would be possible; but
that wasn’t Charlie. He was thinking
about those 70,000 other people who are
waiting for a kidney.

Charlie himself had to wait a long
time to get that lung. Too long, we
think. I don’t know if it would have
saved his life if he would have had an
opportunity for a paired living lung
donor, but he was thinking of others
who were suffering, and as others have
said, to bring a commonsense solution
to problem solving in a bipartisan way.
They described Charlie as a dog that
has got ahold of a bone and won’t let it
go. Well, we can say to Charlie today,
as part of our legacy to him, that he
has succeeded.

Mr. Speaker, let’s support this bill as
a legacy and tribute to the great Mem-
ber, Charlie Norwood.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation honors a dear
friend and former colleague in this body, the
late Congressman Charlie Norwood. Charlie
worked tirelessly as an advocate for patients
across our Nation, and this bill is a fitting trib-
ute to the tremendous impact he’s made on
healthcare in America.

Mr. Speaker, in this country, there are more
than 74,000 men, women and children on the
waiting list for a kidney transplant. Unfortu-
nately, if the current trend of kidney trans-
plants continues, only about half of these can-
didates will ever receive a life-saving trans-
plant. Tragically, in 2004, nearly 4,000 listed
patients died while awaiting a kidney.

One way for individuals to avoid the kidney
transplant waiting list all together is to find a
living donor, like a friend or family member
who is willing to selflessly donate a kidney to
save a loved one. The limitation on this com-
passion is that only compatible matches can
donate kidneys; if your friends and family are
not a match, they can’t be your donor.

But those of us who knew Charlie know that
he was an excellent problem solver, always
turning challenges into opportunities. With the
limited donor options individuals face within
their community of family and friends, patient
advocates and healthcare providers have
pushed for living organ donors. Charlie was
convinced of the unlimited potential that could
be realized when the pool of living donors
would be expanded beyond one’s immediate
family and friends. In fact, there have been
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success stories of hospitals doing just this—
finding pairs of living kidney donors who aren’t
matches for their own loved ones, but are
matches for someone else’s loved one.

Unfortunately, due to conflicting interpreta-
tions of the National Organ Transplant Act,
hospitals across the country are hesitant to
make this type of procedure a rule—and this
where the Charlie Norwood Living Kidney
Organ Donation Act will create miracles.

H.R. 710 would clarify in statute that this
type of paired living kidney donation would be
allowed under Federal law. This will alleviate
the concerns of hospitals and healthcare pro-
viders that want to give all kidney patients the
hope that transplants represent but ambiguity
in law currently prevents.

Mr. Speaker this is a win-win situation. More
patients would benefit from a kidney trans-
plant, thereby reducing the number of individ-
uals on the waiting list. In turn, more Ameri-
cans—both on the waiting list and off—will
have that miraculous second chance at life.

Mr. Speaker, passing this legislation will be
a lasting tribute to Charlie Norwood'’s selfless
efforts to help those in need. While we all wish
our friend’s lung transplant had saved his life,
we can honor him by giving Americans across
our Nation greater access to the potential mir-
acle of an organ donation.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 2 minutes to another distin-
guished member of the Georgia delega-
tion, Congressman John Linder.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time.

I rise in support of the underlying
legislation, and in support of the mem-
ory and legacy of its author, my friend
and colleague, Charlie Norwood.

Many people may remember the
story of Nicholas Greene, the 17-year-
old boy who was killed during a family
vacation in Italy. The tragic and sud-
den loss of this young boy was turned
into a story of hope and love when his
parents generously donated his organs.
Out of his tragic death sprang life, as
seven people received Nicholas’ heart,
liver, kidneys, corneas, and pancreatic
cells.

If there is one lesson we can take
from Nicholas’ great gift to the world
and from the strong humanitarian leg-
acy of Charlie Norwood, it is that we
must support life whenever we have
that opportunity.

H.R. 710 specifically excludes kidney-
paired donation from the National
Organ Transplant Act’s valuable con-
sideration clause. The valuable consid-
eration clause has a noble purpose,
which is to keep people from buying
and selling human organs. In the case
of Kkidney-paired donation, which is
held to the highest of medical ethical
standards, that purpose is obstructing
the ability to save lives. By supporting
this bill, we can give countless people a
better chance for survival.

Let me be clear: paired-organ dona-
tion does not constitute the buying or
selling of organs. If we believe as much,
then we accept the idea that the gift of
life has a monetary value. Charlie ve-
hemently opposed this concept, and so
should we.
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Thousands of people die each year
waiting on a transplant list, praying
for the right match for a Kkidney.
Paired donation will significantly in-
crease the number of available kidneys
each year, allowing even more people
to live productive, healthy lives.

H.R. 710 honors the memory of our
friend Charlie Norwood, it honors the
memory of Nicholas Greene and his
family, and it honors all those Ameri-
cans who have lost their lives while
waiting on a transplant list. As such, I
urge all of my colleagues to join me in
passing this critically important vehi-
cle for giving the gift of life to others.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, in closing,
I want to make a point. I think this is
a great bipartisan success, to try to
improve organ donation prospects for
these 70,000 Americans. But we have
more work to do. This bill is not the
end of our efforts. I worked for 2 years
with MIKE BILIRAKIS, a great Repub-
lican, to try to have people in hospitals
work with families on transplant dona-
tion issues. We need to fund that bill,
and I hope we can have a bipartisan ef-
fort to do that.

We have work to do to fund
immunosuppressant drugs. Right now,
we are not funding the drugs that
donees need to suppress the
immunological response to donation.

So I hope we can continue to work in
a bipartisan fashion to help these 70,000
Americans. We will remember Charlie
Norwood’s efforts in this regard and on
future successes.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 2% minutes to another distin-
guished member of the Georgia delega-
tion, Jack Kingston from Savannah.

Mr. KINGSTON. Thank you, Mr. BAR-
TON, and I thank Dr. BURGESS for let-
ting a noncommittee member go first.
I appreciate the courtesy; and I wanted
to thank Mr. INSLEE for his help on this
bill and all of the work and leadership
by both parties on this.

If Charlie Norwood were here today,
he would be sitting there and he would
be embarrassed. He would be deflecting
all of these sweet things that are being
said about him. But if this bill was con-
troversial and was having a tough
fight, Charlie Norwood would be right
in the middle of it and pushing it along
and making sure it got done and stand-
ing up for the folks outside the 70,000-
plus folks who are in line for an organ
transplant right now. That is who he
always answered to.

I remember the Norwood-Dingell bill
on the Patients’ Bill of Rights, how he
did not appreciate the leadership in our
party’s position on it, so he went out
and found alternative ways to get it
done. And in that case, he cobbled to-
gether a bipartisan group of Democrats
and Republicans to push his Patients’
Bill of Rights because Charlie Norwood
was a fighter, and he was always a
fighter for a good cause. So it is fitting
and proper for him to be recognized in
this bill.
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A couple of weeks ago I was at the
University of Georgia, which is located
in Athens, my hometown and in Char-
lie Norwood’s district. And I met with
Dr. Steve Stice. He told me he is doing
a lot of work on stem cell, and he cas-
ually mentioned that the University of
Georgia had cloned about 50 cattle and
sheep. I could not believe they had
cloned that many.

But as I listened to him and all of the
technological breakthroughs that are
happening in the world of science and
medicine today, I think what lies out
there in organ transplant, we have not
even scratched the surface. There will
be medical revolutions in the years to
come because of the technology that is
out there.

So our laws and what we are doing
today is keeping the law current with
the technology and with the science.
That is why it is a good thing to do
this. Think about Floyd Spence, our
colleague from South Carolina, who
had a lung transplant for 12 years, and
our brave Charlie Norwood. Think
about what they do; they educate the
rest of us.

Our day in office for all of us will
end. Either politically or biologically
or for whatever reason, but what a
great thing it is to have that service
time in the House be used to hold a
baton high that you can pass on to the
next generation and have true national
impact. That is what we are doing here
today.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. How much
time do I have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 1¥%2 minutes re-
maining.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. I, unfortu-
nately, can only yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS), a
member of the committee.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mr. BARTON for the time, and I thank
Chairman DINGELL for bringing this
bill to the floor. This is a wonderful
legacy for Charlie Norwood. Charlie
was all about clarification and com-
mon sense. We miss him on the com-
mittee. Personally, he was my mentor
and had seen me through many issues
on the committee. But I can think of
no more fitting way to close out the
legacy of Charlie Norwood than with
this act that brings clarification to
Federal law and allows paired dona-
tions to proceed apace.

Charlie Norwood, from life hereafter,
has reached back to this House and de-
livered one last dose of common sense.
Thank you, Charlie.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
could I ask unanimous consent for 3 ad-
ditional minutes to tell one last Char-
lie Norwood story.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.
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Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
before I close, since we have painted
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Charlie Norwood to be such a saint
today, I have got to kind of get a little
bit truer picture of him.

In the Energy Policy Act debate of
2005, there was a provision in the bill
that was not controversial in the over-
all part of the bill, but it was very con-
troversial in certain areas of the coun-
try. One of those areas was in Charlie’s
area of the southeast.

I had been working with him all
through the debate to try to get him to
help me forge a compromise on this
particular issue, and he agreed that the
compromise was the best public policy,
but it wasn’t the policy that his region
supported. So he was in a difficult posi-
tion of agreeing with me, the chair-
man, on what the good public policy
was, but knowing that that was not a
vote that he would be supported in tak-
ing for his region.

I went round and round with him
about how to convince him to support
this particular item in the bill, and he
just flat couldn’t do it. But I finally
got him to agree that, at the critical
moment, he would not be there to vote
against it. In other words, he would be
absent, meeting a constituent or some-
thing, and he just couldn’t be there. He
and I agreed on this, and our staffs had
worked it out so that when the time
came to vote, Mr. Norwood would not
vote ‘‘no,” which would make me
happy, but he wouldn’t vote ‘‘yes” ei-
ther, which would have made me even
happier. He just wouldn’t vote.

So, sure enough, the critical moment
came, and the vote occurred. True to
his word, Charlie Norwood was not
around, but as soon as I gaveled the
vote, he burst into the room, Mr.
Chairman, Mr. Chairman, could I be re-
corded. I said, no, the vote has already
expired. He said, what kind of hogwash
is this and just raised holy cane, purely
for theatrical purposes, but you know,
the point had been made.

So his constituency felt justified in
his support, and I felt justified in he
didn’t vote against me, and yet he had
upstaged his chairman, but in some
cases, that was Charlie Norwood.

We rise in support of this bill. It does
save money. It saves $30 million or $40
million the first year and I think $400
million to $500 million over the 10-year
scoring period. So we are going to work
with the majority to find a way to put
these savings to use so, once again,
Congressman Norwood not only is
doing a good thing, providing a gift to
the living, but this piece of legislation,
if it becomes law, will also save the
taxpayers money.

I would strongly urge a ‘“‘yes’ vote on
this bill.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
support legislation by Congressman JACK INS-
LEE that will save thousands of lives by speed-
ing the kidney donation process.

By making paired kidney donation legal, this
bill will facilitate the identification of kidney do-
nors and speed the process by which donors
are matched with patients. In fact, this bill
could increase the number of live kidney
donor transplants performed each year by 14
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percent according to a study by the Journal of
Transplantation.

In addition to the positive effects for kidney
transplant patients, speeding the donation
process will also help reduce federal spend-
ing. According to the Congressional Budget
Office, this bill will reduce Medicare spending
for dialysis by $500 million over 10 years.

This legislation has a wide base of support
from the medical community, including the
United Network for Organ Sharing, the Amer-
ican Society of Transplantation, the Kidney
Fund, the Transplant Surgeons, and the Asso-
ciation of Organ Procurement Organizations. |
am proud to add my vote of support to this
list.

This bill will give much needed hope to the
more than 95,000 people who are waiting for
a life-saving organ donation. | commend Con-
gressman INSLEE for introducing this important
bill.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
INSLEE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 710, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has agreed to a concur-
rent resolution of the following title in
which the concurrence of the House is
requested:

S. Con. Res. 15. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the Rotunda of the Capitol to be
used on March 29, 2007, for a ceremony to
award the Congressional Gold Medal to the
Tuskegee Airmen.

———

COMMENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING VIRGINIA STATE UNI-
VERSITY ON ITS 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the resolution (H. Res. 182) com-
mending and congratulating Virginia
State University on the occasion of its
125th anniversary, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 182

Whereas Virginia State University, over-
looking the Appomattox River in the Town
of Ettrick in Chesterfield County, will cele-
brate its 125th anniversary in 2007;

Whereas Virginia State University (VSU)
was founded on March 6, 1882, as the Virginia
Normal and Collegiate Institute, making it
the first fully State-supported 4-year institu-
tion of higher learning for black Americans
and one of Virginia’s two land-grant institu-
tions;
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Whereas since its humble beginnings, Vir-
ginia State University has responded to the
needs of Virginians as a dynamic institution
offering an accessible, affordable, quality
education;

Whereas with an enrollment of nearly
5,000, VSU students live and attend classes
on a beautiful 236-acre main campus with
more than 50 buildings, including 15 dor-
mitories, 16 classroom buildings, and a 416-
acre agricultural research facility;

Whereas the first president of Virginia
State University was John Mercer Langston,
who became the first African American
elected to Congress from Virginia;

Whereas Virginia State University has an
exemplary and dedicated faculty and staff,
who are committed to offering their students
the personal attention that smaller institu-
tions can offer;

Whereas Virginia State University’s aca-
demic programs include the Bridges to Bac-
calaureate program for students transferring
from 2-year colleges who want to major in
the sciences, the Ronald E. McNair Scholars
Program for students planning to pursue
doctoral degrees, and the Honda Campus All-
Star Challenge;

Whereas Virginia State University offers 45
baccalaureate and master’s degree programs
within its 5 schools (the School of Agri-
culture, School of Business, School of Engi-
neering, Science, and Technology, School of
Liberal Arts and Education, and the School
of Graduate Studies, Research, and Out-
reach), and a Certificate of Advanced Study
may also be earned from each school;

Whereas honors scholarships are available
to entering VSU freshmen, including the
Presidential and Provost Scholarships;

Whereas in 2003 Virginia State University
introduced its first doctoral program and 12
enthusiastic students enrolled in the new
Doctor of Education in Administration and
Supervision program;

Whereas in 2005 Virginia State University
began a vital new nursing degree program,
an important initiative that will train
nurses to meet the urgent demand for quali-
fied medical professionals in the hospitals
and clinics of Southside Virginia;

Whereas the School of Graduate Studies,
Research and Outreach allows students,
often working adults with diverse profes-
sional and educational backgrounds, to more
conveniently continue their education on a
full-time or part-time basis; the school also
provides workshops, seminars, and credit
courses on campus and at sites in Richmond,
Emporia, Petersburg, Chesterfield,
Dinwiddie, Henrico, and other Southside Vir-
ginia locations; and

Whereas Virginia State University has a
long and rich history and has grown and
changed considerably since 1882, and it con-
tinues that growth today, enriching indi-
vidual lives, the surrounding community,
and the Commonwealth through excellent
teaching and innovative and engaging pro-
grams of study: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives commends and congratulates Virginia
State University on the occasion of its 125th
anniversary.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I request 5 legislative days during
which Members may insert material
relevant to H. Res. 182 into the RECORD.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 182 is a resolu-
tion commending and congratulating
Virginia State University on the occa-
sion of its 1256th anniversary. H. Res.
182 was introduced by my colleague
from Virginia from the Fourth Con-
gressional District of Virginia, Mr.
FORBES.

Virginia State University was found-
ed on March 6, 1882, as the Virginia
Normal and Collegiate Institute, mak-
ing it the first fully State-supported 4-
year institution of higher learning for
African Americans. Today, it is one of
Virginia’s two land-grant institutions.

The first president of Virginia State
University was John Mercer Langston
who upon his election to Congress in
1890 was the first African American
elected to Congress and, until my elec-
tion in 1992, had been the only African
American elected from Virginia.

In 1935, Virginia State University
founded a 2-year satellite school at
Norfolk, Virginia. That school today is
known as Norfolk State University.

Today, Virginia State has an enroll-
ment of nearly 5,000 students who live
and learn on a 236-acre main campus
overlooking the Appomattox River in
Chesterfield County, Virginia. The
school also has a 416-acre agricultural
research facility.

The University’s academic programs
include the ‘‘Bridges to Baccalaureate’
program for students transferring from
2-year colleges who want to major in
science, as well as the Honda Campus
All-Star Challenge and the Ronald E.
McNair Scholars Program for students
planning to pursue doctoral degrees.

Virginia State has helped set the
standard for minority-serving institu-
tions in Virginia and across the Nation
by providing quality higher education
opportunities for 125 years.

My family has a proud Trojan tradi-
tion. My mother attended Virginia
State, my older brother is a graduate
of Virginia State, and I am honored to
have an honorary degree from Virginia
State.

So I congratulate Virginia State Uni-
versity on its 125th anniversary and
wish them another successful 125 years.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I might consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.
Res. 182, a resolution to recognize the
contributions of Virginia State Univer-
sity on the occasion of its 125th anni-
versary.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. FORBES) and my col-
league on the Education and Labor
Committee, Mr. ScorT, for introducing
this resolution and recognizing the im-
portant role that Virginia State Uni-
versity plays in educating young peo-
ple from all over the world.
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As a historically black college and
university, or HBCU, Virginia State
University is one of a diverse commu-
nity of institutions. Historically black
colleges and universities include 2- and
4-year institutions, public and private
institutions, as well as single-sex and
coed institutions. To be designated a
historically black college or univer-
sity, an institution must have been es-
tablished prior to 1964 with a primary
mission of educating African Ameri-
cans.

Mr. Speaker, HBCUs have a long,
proud and well-established heritage.
These institutions have been educating
the students of this Nation for over 100
years. While comprising fewer than 3
percent of the country’s 2-and 4-year
institutions, HBCUs are responsible for
producing a significant number of all
bachelor’s, master’s and professional
degrees earned by African Americans.

Congress has repeatedly recognized
the importance of the historically
black colleges and universities. Be-
tween 1995 and 2006, congressional fund-
ing for the Strengthening Historically
Black Colleges and Universities Pro-
gram rose from $109 million to $238 mil-
lion, a 118 percent increase. What is
more, funding for the HBCU Grad Pro-
gram increased from $19.6 million to
$567.9 million, an increase of 195 percent.

Virginia State University, located in
Petersburg, VA, was originally founded
on March 6, 1882, as the Virginia Nor-
mal and Collegiate Institute and was
the first fully State-supported 4-year
institution of higher education for Af-
rican Americans and one of Virginia’s
two land-grant institutions. VSU’s
first president, John Mercer Langston,
went on to become the first African
American Member of Congress from
the Commonwealth of Virginia.

This school offers 43 undergraduate
degree programs and 15 graduate de-
gree programs. The campus is com-
posed of more than 50 buildings, which
include a 416-acre agricultural research
facility. Since its founding, VSU has
grown from a small HBCU to an insti-
tution that enrolls just over 5,000 stu-
dents, 96 percent of whom are African
American.

Mr. Speaker, it is for all of these rea-
sons and more that I urge my col-
leagues to honor the 125th anniversary
of Virginia State University and sup-
port H. Res. 182.

Mr. Speaker, I now yield as much
time as he needs to my colleague from
Virginia (Mr. FORBES).

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to begin by thanking Chairman
MILLER and Ranking Member MCKEON
for their work in getting this resolu-
tion to the floor. I also want to thank
my friend and colleague, Congressman
ScoTT, for his hard work and the work
of his staff in getting the bill here and
also Congresswoman FoXX for her ef-
forts and her staff in helping to get H.
Res. 182 on the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today, as do my
colleagues, to commend Virginia State
University on the celebration of their
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125th anniversary. This resolution hon-
ors Virginia State University’s contin-
ued resolve to provide an excellence in
education since March 6, 1882.

Mr. Speaker, today we just pause and
we say to all of the current students of
Virginia State University, to the alum-
ni, to the faculty and to the adminis-
tration, thank you for a job well done
in the pursuit of excellence that you
have done for these last 125 years.

As you may know and you have heard
mentioned today, Mr. Speaker, Vir-
ginia State University is located in my
district in Chesterfield County, and it
is warmly embraced by the neighboring
city of Petersburg. It was the first uni-
versity to be fully funded by the Com-
monwealth of Virginia as an institu-
tion of higher learning for African
Americans.

Currently, Virginia State University
offers 45 baccalaureate and master’s de-
gree programs and introduced their
first doctoral program in 2003. This
campus includes 236 acres and an addi-
tional 416-acre agriculture research fa-
cility. They host nearly 5,000 students
and continue to grow.

It fills me with pride to stand on the
House floor today to present this reso-
lution. We have had a long-standing re-
lationship with Virginia State Univer-
sity and look forward to continuing
this through the years to come.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution comes
before the House floor cosponsored by
the entire Virginia congressional dele-
gation. Though I cannot speak for my
colleagues, I believe I can say we are
proud of the progress Virginia State
University has provided through its 125
years of service to the students in Vir-
ginia and beyond. This anniversary
represents a significant milestone in
the Commonwealth of Virginia’s his-
tory.

The university is more than worthy
of this distinguished recognition for
the impressive advancements and ac-
complishments in their 125-year his-
tory, and we are honored to acknowl-
edge their achievements today.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
125 years ago, Virginia State Univer-
sity was founded. I want to thank my
colleague from Virginia for his leader-
ship in introducing this resolution, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 182, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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AUTHORIZING USE OF ROTUNDA
FOR CEREMONY TO AWARD CON-
GRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR
TO THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN

Ms. MILLENDER-MCcDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and concur in the Senate concurrent
resolution (S. Con. Res. 15) authorizing
the Rotunda of the Capitol to be used
on March 29, 2007, for a ceremony to
award the Congressional Gold Medal to
the Tuskegee Airmen.

The Clerk read as follows:

S. CoN. RES. 15

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Rotunda of
the Capitol is authorized to be used on
March 29, 2007, for a ceremony to award a
Congressional Gold Medal collectively to the
Tuskegee Airmen in accordance with Public
Law 109-213. Physical preparations for the
ceremony shall be carried out in accordance
with such conditions as the Architect of the
Capitol may prescribe.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD)
and the gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCARTHY) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of Sen-
ate Concurrent Resolution 15, which
would authorize the use of the Capitol
rotunda on March 29, 2007, to present a
Congressional Gold Medal to members
of the Tuskegee Airmen.

With the passage of the Civilian Pilot
Training Act of 1939, Tuskegee Univer-
sity, along with various civil rights
groups and the black press, began an
effort to transform Federal Govern-
ment policies and procedures that ex-
cluded African Americans from pilot
training programs.

In this initial phase, Tuskegee Insti-
tute, which had a proven civilian pilot
training program and had a history of
producing graduates with the highest
of flight aptitude exam scores, was
awarded a contract by the U.S. Army
Air Corps to help train America’s first
black military aviators.

Between 1940 and 1946, nearly 1,000
black pilots were trained at Tuskegee
University. This undertaking produced
the unrivaled Tuskegee Airmen, who
are credited with not losing a single
bomber to enemy fire in more than 200
combat missions as air escorts, a
record unmatched by any other fighter
group.

The Tuskegee Airmen destroyed
some 260 enemy aircraft. These brave
men accumulated a total of 850 medals
for their service and valor. Tuskegee
University continues its legacy of lead-
ership in aeronautics.

Today, it is the first and only His-
torically Black College or University
to offer a degree in aerospace science
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engineering. Since 1983, it has produced
the largest number of black aerospace
engineers of any institution in Amer-
ica.

In spite of the adversity and limited
opportunities, African Americans have
played a significant role in the U.S.
Navy and military history. The
Tuskegee Airmen overcame segrega-
tion and prejudice to become one of the
most highly respected fighter groups of
World War II.

So on March 29, 2007, the President of
the United States will present the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to the survivors
expected to attend the ceremony, after
which the medal will be given to the
Smithsonian Institution and will be
displayed in the future as appropriate.

Last year, the House and Senate
unanimously passed legislation
brought to the floor by the Financial
Services Committee to authorize the
Congressional Gold Medal, which be-
came Public Law 109-213. The bill had
310 cosponsors in the House and 77 in
the Senate. Our colleague, the Honor-
able CHARLIE RANGEL of New York, has
worked tirelessly as the lead House
sponsor of this legislation, and he has
been the catalyst to ensure that these
men got their rightful spot in history.

Since the House Administration
Committee has jurisdiction over mat-
ters relating to the Smithsonian Insti-
tution, I am especially pleased that
language was able to be worked out in
the bill which would allow the Smith-
sonian to accept this historic medal on
behalf of the American people and to
display it as appropriate, including a
location associated with the Tuskegee
Airmen.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. McCARTHY of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself as much time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. Con. Res. 15, which authorizes the
use of the rotunda of the Capitol for
the ceremony to award the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the Tuskegee Air-
men.

I would like to thank the distin-
guished chairman from New York (Mr.
RANGEL) for sponsoring the House
version of this resolution. I would also
like to thank my Chair of House Ad-
ministration for her work as well.

All of our men and women of the
armed services deserve our praise and
recognition for the contributions they
have made in defense of our country. It
is notable that in the case of the
Tuskegee Airmen they were fighting
not one but two battles. As they brave-
ly flew and maintained combat aircraft
in World War II, these men also fought
against the notion that somehow the
color of their skin would affect their
ability to courageously protect our Na-
tion.

In 1941, the formation of the all Afri-
can American squadron based in
Tuskegee, Alabama, a group that
would come to be known as the
Tuskegee Airmen, was largely regarded
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as an experiment of the U.S. military
to test the combat readiness of the all-
black fighting squadron. Sadly, there
were some at the time who expected or
perhaps even hoped that the experi-
ment would fail. Instead, the Tuskegee
Airmen became one of the most highly
regarded units of the war, fighting
bravely with distinction.

Among the honors bestowed upon
them, they were awarded 150 Distin-
guished Flying Crosses, 744 Air Medals,
14 Bronze Stars, and 8 Purple Hearts. 1
proudly support authorization of the
use of the Capitol rotunda where they
will be recognized once more for their
bravery and for blazing a trail, not
only in the sky, but in the history as
well.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. McCARTHY of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield as much time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
the great State of California (Mr. DAN-
IEL E. LUNGREN).

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of
this resolution authorizing the use of
the rotunda of the Capitol for the cere-
mony honoring the Tuskegee Airmen
with the Congressional Gold Medal. I
am pleased that S. Con. Res. 15 is cur-
rently under consideration.

As we all know, the Tuskegee Airmen
were young men who enlisted to be-
come America’s first black military
airmen at a time where, sadly in this
country, there were many people who
argued that black men lacked the nec-
essary skills or ability to be part of an
effective military force. Well, the
Tuskegee Airmen effectively dispelled
that notion that in any way African
Americans were second-class citizens.

Mr. Speaker, although the term
‘“hero” is perhaps overused in today’s
discourse, there is no better descrip-
tion of the Tuskegee Airmen. Not only
were they the first black airmen to
perform as they did, but they put their
lives on the line for all Americans, re-
gardless of color.

For that, we are all eternally grate-
ful and eternally in their debt; and it is
not only appropriate, but fitting, for us
to take this step today. As one in his
younger years who had an opportunity
to meet some of these Tuskegee Air-
men, I can tell you that they carried
themselves with a great deal of pride in
the contribution they had made to this
Nation, and any conversations I had
with such airmen, that is what they
stressed, their contribution to this Na-
tion.

So it is fitting that we take the time,
as a thankful Nation, to give them this
respect and honor them in this singular
way with a Congressional Gold Medal
and to have this done here at the cen-
ter, at the heart of our democracy, the
rotunda of the United States Capitol.

Mr. McCARTHY of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.
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Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. On
March 29 of this year, this Nation will
give to its Americans, rightfully, the
Congressional Gold Medal that they de-
serve.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H. Con. Res.
78, which authorizes the use of the Capitol
Rotunda for a ceremony to award the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to the Tuskegee Air-
men. | strongly support the resolution because
it is an appropriate and fitting tribute to one of
the greatest groups of the Greatest Genera-
tion.

On July 19, 1941, the American Air Force
created an all black flight training program at
the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. The
Tuskegee Airmen were not only unique in their
military record, but they inspired revolutionary
reform in the Armed Forces, paving the way
for integration of the Armed Services in the
uU.S.

The first class of cadets began in July of
1941 with 13 men, all of whom had college
degrees, some with PhDs and all had pilot’s li-
censes. From all accounts, the training of the
Tuskegee Airmen was an experiment estab-
lished to prove that “coloreds” were incapable
of operating expensive and complex combat
aircraft. Stationed in the segregated South, the
black cadets were denied rifles.

The Tuskegee Airmen were credited with
261 aircraft destroyed, 148 aircraft damaged,
15,553 combat sorties and 1,578 missions
over ltaly and North Africa. They destroyed or
damaged over 950 units of ground transpor-
tation and escorted more than 200 bombing
missions. “We proved that the antidote to rac-
ism is excellence in performance,” said retired
LTC Herbert Carter, who started his military
career as a pilot and maintenance officer with
the Tuskegee Airmen’s 99th Fighter Squadron.
Clearly, the experiment, as it was called, was
an unqualified success.

The Tuskegee Airmen were awarded 3
Presidential Unit Citations, 150 Distinguished
Flying Crosses and Legions of Merit, along
with The Red Star of Yugoslavia, 9 Purple
Hearts, 14 Bronze Stars and more than 700
Air Medals and clusters. On February 28,
2006, the House passed H. Con. Res. 1259,
authorizing the award of a Congressional Gold
Medal on behalf of the Tuskegee Airmen. The
President signed the legislation and it became
Public Law 109-213 on April 11, 2006. The
concurrent resolution before us authorizes the
use of the Capitol Rotunda on March 29,
2007, for the award ceremony.

| would like to thank Congressman RANGEL
for his tenacity in seeing to it that the contribu-
tions of Tuskegee Airmen are fully recognized
and acknowledged by the people of the United
States. | urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the resolution.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
MILLENDER-MCDONALD) that the House
suspend the rules and concur in the
Senate concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 15.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
concurrent resolution was concurred
in.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. MILLENDER-MCcDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks in the RECORD on Senate Con-
current Resolution 15.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF THE NEGRO BASEBALL
LEAGUES AND THEIR PLAYERS

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 162) recognizing the con-
tributions of the Negro Baseball
Leagues and their players, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 162

Whereas even though African Americans
were excluded from playing in the major
leagues of their time with their white coun-
terparts, the desire of many African Ameri-
cans to play baseball could not be repressed;

Whereas Major League Baseball did not
fully integrate its leagues until July 1959;

Whereas African Americans began orga-
nizing their own professional baseball teams
in 1885;

Whereas the skills and abilities of Negro
League players eventually made Major
League Baseball realize the need to integrate
the sport;

Whereas six separate baseball leagues,
known collectively as the ‘‘Negro Baseball
Leagues’’, were organized by African Ameri-
cans between 1920 and 1960;

Whereas the Negro Baseball Leagues in-
cluded exceptionally talented players who
played the game at its highest level;

Whereas on May 20, 1920, the Negro Na-
tional League, the first successful Negro
League, played its first game;

Whereas Andrew ‘“‘Rube’” Foster, on Feb-
ruary 13, 1920, at the Paseo YMCA in Kansas
City, Missouri, founded the Negro National
League and also managed and played for the
Chicago American Giants, and later was in-
ducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame;

Whereas Leroy ‘‘Satchel” Paige, who
began his long career in the Negro Leagues
and did not make his Major League debut
until the age of 42, is considered one of the
greatest pitchers the game has ever seen,
and during his long career thrilled millions
of baseball fans with his skill and legendary
showboating, and was later inducted into the
Baseball Hall of Fame;

Whereas Josh Gibson, who was the greatest
slugger of the Negro Leagues, tragically died
months before the integration of baseball,
and was later inducted into the Baseball Hall
of Fame;

Whereas Jackie Robinson, whose career
began with the Kansas City Monarchs of the
Negro American League, became the first Af-
rican American to play in the Major Leagues
in April 1947, was named Major League Base-
ball Rookie of the Year in 1947, subsequently
led the Brooklyn Dodgers to 6 National
League pennants and a World Series cham-
pionship, and was later inducted into the
Baseball Hall of Fame;

Whereas Larry Doby, whose career began
with the Newark Eagles of the Negro Na-
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tional League, became the first African
American to play in the American League in
July 1947, was an All-Star 9 times in the
Negro Leagues and Major League Baseball,
and was later inducted into the Baseball Hall
of Fame;

Whereas John Jordan ‘‘Buck’ O’Neil was a
player and manager of the Kansas City Mon-
archs of the Negro American League, became
the first African American coach in the
Major Leagues with the Chicago Cubs in 1962,
served on the Veterans Committee of the Na-
tional Baseball Hall of Fame, chaired the
Negro Leagues Baseball Museum Board of
Directors, and worked tirelessly to promote
the history of the Negro Leagues;

Whereas the talents of such players as
James Thomas ‘‘Cool Papa’ Bell and Oscar
Charleston earned them recognition in the
Baseball Hall of Fame as well as the Sport-
ing News List of Baseball’s Greatest Players,
but were all denied admission to the Major
Leagues due to the color of their skin;

Whereas Minnie Minoso played in the
Negro Leagues for several years before being
allowed to play in the Major League and was
denied admission to the Hall of Fame, be-
cause during his prime years, he was a vic-
tim of racial discrimination;

Whereas Autozone Park in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, has been designated to host on March
31, 2007, the inaugural Civil Rights Game be-
tween World Series champions, the St. Louis
Cardinals and the Cleveland Indians in com-
memoration of the Civil Rights Movement;
and

Whereas by achieving success on the base-
ball field, African American baseball players
helped break down color barriers and inte-
grate African Americans into all aspects of
society in the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the teams and players of the
Negro Baseball Leagues for their achieve-
ments, dedication, sacrifices, and contribu-
tions to both baseball and our Nation; and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation recognizing ‘‘Negro Leaguers
Recognition Day”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
FoxXx) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, in 1872,
Bud Fowler became the first African
American to enter organized baseball.
At the time, Sporting Life magazine
called him ‘“‘one of the best general
players in the country. If he had had a
white face,” they said, ‘“he would be
playing with the best of them.”” There
were only a handful of black players
during that time.

By the end of the 1800s, the door to
organized baseball was slammed shut
to African Americans, and as a result,
in 1920, Andrew ‘‘Rube’’ Foster man-
aged a Negro baseball team and orga-
nized seven other team owners to join
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him to form the Negro National Base-
ball League. Mr. Foster is known by
many people to be the father of the
Negro Baseball League.

For his efforts and contributions to
baseball, he was inducted into the Na-
tional Baseball Hall of Fame in Coop-
erstown, New York. Since 1920, many
teams were formed to expand the Negro
Baseball Leagues. He produced many
extraordinary players like Satchel
Paige, ‘“‘Cool Papa’” Bell, ‘‘Double-
Duty’” Radcliffe, ‘“‘Groundhog’” Thomp-
son and many others.

Presently, there are 278 members of
the National Baseball Hall of Fame, 18
whom had played in the Negro League.
These greats include Willie Mays and
Jackie Robinson, who first played in
the Negro Leagues and then entered
Major League Baseball.

Indeed, the players in the Negro
Leagues were of such high caliber that
many of them later moved to other
major leagues and enjoyed better sta-
tistics playing there than they did in
the Negro Leagues.

The opening of the doors of the major
leagues to Negro League players often
is attributed to Branch Rickey, who
made a bold decision to sign Jackie
Robinson to play for the Brooklyn
Dodgers in 1947. Unfortunately, many
owners of Negro baseball teams could
not compete in the recruitment and fi-
nancial compensation for African
American players, which later caused
many African American teams to fold
in the early 1960s.

Some people shake their heads and
say that the Negro Leagues’ players
came along too early. I think ‘Cool
Papa’ Bell had it right when he said
‘“‘they opened the door, just too late.”

But then it is never too late to right
what has been a wrong, to create equal
opportunity and to open the doors for
the Luke Easters, the Minnie Minosos,
the Kirby Picketts, the Barry Bondses,
the Frank Thomases, and countless
others who have thrilled and delighted
us with their skills.

The achievement and success of Afri-
can American baseball players on the
baseball field have helped break down
color barriers and integrate African
Americans into all aspects of society.
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This bill recognizes the teams and
the players of the Negro Baseball
Leagues for their achievements, their
sacrifices, their dedication, and their
contributions to baseball and the Na-
tion. I commend the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for introducing
the bill, and I urge its swift passage.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H. Res. 162, which honors the Negro
Baseball League.

Those of us who love baseball relish
the comparisons between players of dif-
ferent eras that our rich statistical
records permit. Nobody who witnessed
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Hank Aaron, a Negro League alum,
break Babe Ruth’s home record can
deny the impact that feat had on the
game and on society.

The shame of racism, which afflicts
our country even today, prevents us
from properly assessing the place in
the game of Negro League players. We
know that some of the greatest players
ever to pick up a bat and ball toiled in
those leagues. But who was better,
Josh Gibson or Johnny Bench? Satchel
Paige or Cy Young? Cool Papa Bell or
Mickey Mantle? How would the Pitts-
burgh Crawfords, who had six Hall of
Famers, stack up against the 1927
Yankees, the best team of baseball’s
all-white era?

Baseball today is one of America’s
most perfect meritocracies. If you can
throw 92-mile-per-hour strikes or hit
them consistently, there is a place in
the game for you.

It wasn’t until 1890, when team own-
ers began to see the potential of their
product, that black players began to
disappear from white teams. And then
it wasn’t until the mid 1940s when
Branch Rickey of the Dodgers decided
he would rather beat the Yankees than
honor the unspoken agreement to keep
black players out of the game that
black players returned.

Today we understand as a Nation
that talent comes in all shapes, sizes,
and colors. Baseball taught us that.
Negro League players taught baseball
that. For that, Mr. Speaker, we are
eternally grateful.

I urge all my colleagues to join me in
supporting H. Res. 162.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
that the Representative from Ten-
nessee, Representative STEVE COHEN,
have as much time as he might con-
sume.

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H. Res. 162, which recognizes
the contributions of Negro Baseball
Leagues.

The Negro Baseball Leagues are part
of our history when segregation was
the rule, segregation was the law. It is
an unfortunate, most unfortunate part
of America’s history, part of a blemish
on the soul of America, part of the
blemish on the Constitution, on our
laws, and the basis of the founding of
the country.

No Nation has a more distinguished,
honorable, and respected foundation
conceived in life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness, and equal justice for
all. But in so many institutions it
wasn’t true, it wasn’t real, until about
the 1960s. The work of a great Demo-
cratic Congress and President Johnson
and others, Republicans as well in a bi-
partisan move, overcame and repealed
Jim Crow laws and passed amendments
and laws that allowed people to use
public facilities and to have integra-
tion in this country and to give every-
body the American Dream, which had
been denied for over 200 years in this
country.
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The baseball leagues that were re-
served for Negroes were an example of
that. There were great players who
didn’t have the opportunity to perform
and achieve until integration. Branch
Rickey of the Dodgers brought Jackie
Robinson up in the 1940s, and there
were great players that didn’t have
that opportunity.

I want to tell you one story about
one particular baseball player who is in
this resolution. He is in this resolution
because he deserves to be in any resolu-
tion about baseball, about discrimina-
tion, and about kindness, Minnie
Minoso. Minnie Minoso was a Cuban,
African Cuban, who came to this coun-
try. I guess he would be an African
American.

Minnie Minoso started his career in
the Negro League, and didn’t get to the
Major Leagues until he was about 28 or
29 years of age. He had a great career.
He led the American League in triples
and doubles and stolen bases, one time
in RBIs, received three or four Golden
Glove awards, named to the All-Star
games many, many times, and had sta-
tistics with home runs and batting av-
erage at nearly .300 for his career that
should have qualified him for the Hall
of Fame. But he hasn’t gotten into the
Hall of Fame, and he is not going to
get in the Hall of Fame because he
wasn’t allowed to start in Major
League Baseball until he was 28 or 29
because of discrimination.

Well, in 1955, at a spring training
game in Memphis, Tennessee, at
Russwood Park, I went to a ball game
in Memphis. I had had polio the pre-
vious year, and I attended the game
with my White Sox cap and White Sox
T-shirt, on crutches. A player came up
to me and offered me a baseball; I was
down by the railing trying to get them.
The player was named Tom Poholsky,
who was white. And I thanked him, but
he told me, You shouldn’t thank me.
You should thank that player over
there, number 9, Minoso. Minoso gave
Poholsky the ball and wanted me to
have it. But because of segregation in
this country, Minnie Minoso, one of 60
players, they hadn’t cut the rosters yet
for spring training, was the only player
who had the kindness in his heart to
see somebody who was a ball fan who
couldn’t play at the time because he
was on crutches. But in a segregated
South, he couldn’t give me that ball.
He couldn’t have a decent act of kind-
ness because of segregation.

Well, I got the ball, and I went down
with my dad and we got to know Min-
nie Minoso, and it started a friendship
that has continued to this day. Minnie
Minoso was a class act, a wonderful
human being who goes beyond baseball,
the most popular player ever to wear a
White Sox uniform, and a person who
has given his life to baseball. But be-
cause of the denial of segregation, not
allowing him to play in the Major
Leagues until he was 28 or 29, he will
not get the respect he is due, just like
other players in the Negro Leagues
didn’t. So many of them who were
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great players, who would have led the
majors in stolen bases, in doubles, in
triples, in home runs, in RBIs, or aver-
age, as shown over the years by great
players like Maury Wills and Bob Gib-
son and so many other great players
who got the opportunity to play and
show they could perform.

This year in Memphis on March 31,
the major leagues are having a civil
rights game. The last exhibition game
of the season will be in Memphis at
Auto Zone Park; it will be the Cleve-
land Indians and the St. Louis Car-
dinals play. There will be a special
luncheon the day before the game
where the widows of Roberto Clemente
and Buck O’Neal will be honored, as
well as Spike Lee, for contributions
that baseball and civil rights have
given to the growth of this country.

It is somewhat ironic in a way that
we now see what baseball did to help
integrate our country. And this resolu-
tion, which is part of the process of
showing what this country has gone
through, is about a time when we had
segregation. Baseball helped integrate
society. It helped get little young
white kids to appreciate black players
and see simple acts of kindness and see
the absurdity of segregation. It gave
me the opportunity in 1961 in Memphis
to go to the Lorraine Hotel, then an
all-Negro institution, and see a hero
and other players like Walter Bond and
Dick Powell staying in the segregated
black hotel when the Caucasian players
were at the Peabody, and see how ridic-
ulous is this that my hero, an All-Star,
a Golden Glove award winner, has to
stay at the Lorraine Hotel which was
not up to standards.

Baseball has come a long way. The
Negro Leagues did a lot to give enter-
tainment to Negroes and Caucasians
who went to those games, and gave
players an opportunity to play. And it
is unfortunate they had to exist, but
they did. They gave these players a
great opportunity, from Josh Gibson,
the great catcher, Satchel Paige, Buck
O’Neal, and so many others who are en-
shrined in the Hall of Fame in Kansas
City where there is a Negro League
Baseball museum. But they also gave
this country the opportunity to look at
segregation for what it was, stupid, ig-
norant, retarded, and gave a process by
which we overcame.

Sports have been a great vehicle to
overcome discrimination and prejudice,
and it was done in baseball, through
heroic works by Branch Rickey, heroic
at the time of Jackie Robinson who
took all kinds of taunts. Now there is a
Hall of Fame and there are players in
there of both races, and you get there
by talent. And that needs to happen all
throughout this society and all
throughout this country.

I was pleased to bring this resolution
because of my experience with Minnie
Minoso, my love of baseball, and the
fact that baseball gave me an exposure
to the horrors of segregation and what
it did to my hero and a man who was
kind to me through the years, Minnie
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Minoso. But there were so many oth-
ers. I went to games at Martin Stadium
in Memphis, which is the home of the
Memphis Red Sox, and it was all Negro
players. They were great players. They
didn’t get an opportunity to show their
skills. They later did.

I urge all my colleagues to support
House Res. 162, recognizing the con-
tributions of the Negro Baseball
League, but at the same time reflect on
how sad it was that there had to be a
Negro Baseball League, and to reflect
upon the need to make amends, not
just to African Americans who were
enslaved by this country’s laws and
limited and punished and enslaved by
Jim Crow laws, but at the same time to
think about the greatness of our coun-
try and mend a fault and a tear in our
Constitution and our soul and civic jus-
tice, and put it together and apologize
for slavery and Jim Crow, and make
our country more whole and do the
right thing. When you are wrong, you
apologize. When you do evil, you do
apologize, and you move forward. They
are different bills, and I hate to mix
them, but they are all part of the same
story.

America needs to move forward, and
progress has been made. We need to ap-
preciate the past, but see where we
were and move forward. And I am hon-
ored to be with the other sponsors of
this bill, I think there are hundreds of
them, and recognize the contributions
of the Negro Baseball League and the
story that baseball has played, and ask
everybody in America to pay attention
on March 31 to the final exhibition
game of the season which will be tele-
vised on ESPN, a civil rights game that
will highlight the civil rights heroes
through sports, where Julian Bond will
speak at a luncheon at the Peabody
Hotel and tell a story of integration
and success through sports that came
too late in this country’s history.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I now yield
2 minutes to my distinguished -col-
league from the State of Virginia (Mr.
ToM DAVIS).

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I hadn’t intended to come
over and speak on this, but the gen-
tleman from Tennessee’s eloquence
moved me to also add my support for
this resolution. I supported it through
the committee process. But to also rec-
ognize the contributions of the players,
the Josh Gibsons, the Buck O’Neals
who, because of the bars of segregation
at the time, were never allowed to par-
ticipate in what we now know as the
Major Leagues.

But this resolution speaks to the fact
that their contributions, that their ac-
tivities and their records are also an
important part of American history
and of baseball history, and they
should be remembered for their con-
tributions. And that is what this reso-
lution does. In their own ways, they
are not only great players, great all-
stars, great performers, and great ath-
letes, but they also were pioneers. And
I am proud to be here to support the
gentleman’s resolution.
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Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of H. Res. 162, which recog-
nizes the contributions of the Negro Baseball
Leagues and their players for their achieve-
ments, dedications and sacrifices to baseball
and the Nation.

African Americans began to play baseball in
the late 1800s on military teams, college
teams, and company teams. They eventually
found their way to professional teams with
white players. Moses Fleetwood Walker and
Bud Fowler were among the first to partici-
pate. However, racism and “Jim Crow” laws
would force them from these teams by 1900.
Thus, black players formed their own units,
“barnstorming” around the country to play
anyone who would challenge them.

In 1920, an organized league structure was
formed under the guidance of Andrew “Rube”
Foster—a former player, manager, and owner
for the Chicago American Giants. In a meeting
held at the Paseo YMCA in Kansas City, MO,
Foster and a few other Midwestern team own-
ers joined to form the Negro National League.
Soon, rival leagues formed in Eastern and
Southern states, bringing the thrills and inno-
vative play of black baseball to major urban
centers and rural countrysides in the U.S,,
Canada, and Latin America. The Leagues
maintained a high level of professional skill
and became centerpieces for economic devel-
opment in many black communities.

In 1945, Major League Baseball’s Brooklyn
Dodgers recruited Jackie Robinson from the
Kansas City Monarchs. Robinson now be-
comes the first African American in the mod-
ern era to play on a Major League roster.
While this historic event was a key moment in
baseball and civil rights history, it prompted
the decline of the Negro Leagues. The best
black players were now recruited for the Major
Leagues, and black fans followed. The last
Negro Leagues teams folded in the early
1960s, but their legacy lives on through the
surviving players and the Negro Leagues
Baseball Museum.

The Negro Leagues Baseball Museum is
extremely significant because it represents
many of the outstanding contributions that
blacks made to the game of baseball notwith-
standing their initial exclusion from the profes-
sional baseball league here in this country.
The museum was designated America’s Na-
tional Negro Leagues Baseball Museum when
the House passed a resolution. The museum,
in the 18th and Vine Historic Jazz District, was
founded in 1990 to commemorate an era
when many of baseball’s top players could not
perform on the game’s biggest stage, the
major leagues, but instead made their own
history. The museum draws about 60,000 visi-
tors a year who can view evidence of the
great contributions made to America’s favorite
pastime.

The legacy of the Negro Baseball Leagues
also lives on through the multitude of great
black and Latino players who have contributed
greatly to the game of baseball. The contribu-
tions of the Negro Baseball League players
certainly paved the way for baseball giants
such as Jackie Robinson, Hank Aaron, Willie
Mays, Roberto Clemente, and Barry Bonds.
Hank Aaron is the Major League Baseball
homerun record-holder because of the signifi-
cant role the Negro Baseball Leagues played
in the black community. The Negro Baseball
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League is not only a great contribution to the
black community but also to the Nation and
the world.

Mr. Speaker, | strongly urge my colleagues
to support H. Res. 162 to recognize the con-
tributions of the Negro Baseball Leagues and
their players for their achievements, dedication
and sacrifices to baseball and the Nation.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I too want
to commend Mr. COHEN for his elo-
quence, for introducing this resolution;
and I urge all Members to support the
passage of H. Res. 162, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATSON) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 162, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF A NATIONAL CHIL-
DREN AND FAMILIES DAY

Ms WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 62),
supporting the goals and ideals of a Na-
tional Children and Families Day, in
order to encourage adults in the United
States to support and listen to children
and to help children throughout the
Nation achieve their hopes and dreams,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 62

Whereas research shows that spending
time together as a family is critical to rais-
ing strong and resilient kids;

Whereas strong healthy families improve
the quality of life and the development of
children;

Whereas it is essential to celebrate and re-
flect upon the important role that all fami-
lies play in the lives of children and their
positive effect for the Nation’s future;

Whereas the fourth Saturday of June is a
day set aside to recognize the importance of
children and families; and

Whereas the country’s greatest natural re-
source is its children: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress supports
the goals and ideals of a National Children
and Families Day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. ToM DAVIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

O 1530

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, the most
sacred institution of our society is that
of the family. And within the family,
its most precious asset, and that is its
children. I stand before you today ask-
ing that my colleagues support me in
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establishing a National Children and
Families Day.

President Bush has stated that,
“Families instill in our children val-
ues; they shape character and are the
foundation of a hopeful society.”” These
are the goals for which we strive on
National Children and Families Day. It
is the intent of the National Children
and Families Day to emphasize the im-
portance of loving and stable relation-
ships between parents, communities
and children.

I once heard a teacher ask her class,
What is the greatest Nation in the
world? As the students muttered the
names of countries worldwide, she
pointed to her head and said, Imagina-
tion.

Through National Children and Fam-
ilies Day, I wish to cultivate and en-
courage the active imaginations of
children, for we know that from cre-
ative and innovative thinking comes
the ability to hope and dream for a
brighter future.

Creating an environment that instills
important values and builds strong
character and provides sound education
for our children is a vital national pri-
ority. With a firm foundation, children
will be better able to face the chal-
lenges of the future.

As a legislator, I often find myself
thinking of the countless children I
represent whom I view as future voting
constituents. And I think of how the
policies we enact today could hinder or
empower them 10, 15 or 20 years from
now.

This, Mr. Speaker, is why I urge my
colleagues to support National Chil-
dren and Families Day.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, with so many distrac-
tions in our lives today, it is important
to take a step back to acknowledge the
central role that families play in the
development of our Nation’s youth.
This resolution celebrates those as-
pects found in a positive family atmos-
phere which promotes healthy and
well-adjusted young men and women.

It is true that the children are our
future, and the strength of our country
has been and will continue to be built
on families providing educational, so-
cial, ethical and moral guidance to our
children.

The devotion of time is one of the
most important things we can do to
help maintain a positive family envi-
ronment. And while it may be difficult
to find time in our hectic schedules,
things as simple as playing with edu-
cational toys, reading together or vis-
iting an age-appropriate museum will
stimulate a child’s curiosity that will
be beneficial throughout their lives.

Also, something as easy as slowing
down enough to take the time to listen
to one another, maybe by having din-
ner as a family whenever possible is a
time tested way to nurture a child
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through family participation during
their formative years.

Young people are increasingly ex-
posed to the stress and pressures of our
modern society. In order to combat
these negative influences, we must
take it upon ourselves, as a society, to
expose young people to loving and sup-
porting families whenever possible. As
an example, doing a community service
project as a family is one of the many
ways to teach children that to build a
community and to thrive as a society,
we should all share in assisting one an-
other.

National Children and Families Day
provides us an opportunity to recognize
our responsibility to create family en-
vironments that nurture the next gen-
eration and to promote a positive envi-
ronment for families across America.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting H. Con. Res. 62.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H. Con. Res. 62,
which supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Children and Families Day. The purpose
of H. Con. Res. 62 is to encourage adults to
listen to children and to help children through-
out the Nation achieve their hopes and
dreams, and for other purposes.

As Chair of the Children’s Caucus, | strongly
believe that we must continue creating positive
and effective support systems for our children
so that they will become healthy, productive
citizens. To do this, we must ensure that all of
our children have access to quality education
and healthcare. We must also give quality
time to our children.

Mr. Speaker, National Children and Families
Day encourages parents to spend time with
their children and to spend time together
around the dinner table.

Our young children are increasingly facing
monumental challenges such as drug and al-
cohol addiction, pregnancy, depression, and
obesity. We must invest the time and money
in the necessary resources needed to help our
children combat these challenges. | recently
hosted a briefing, “Childhood Obesity: Factors
that are Impacting the Disproportionate Preva-
lence in Low-Income and Minority Commu-
nities,” to discuss the causes of, and search
for solutions to the childhood obesity epi-
demic. Eating dinner at the dinner table with
parents is one of the suggested ways children
may develop healthier eating habits.

According to research by The National Cen-
ter on Addiction and Substance Abuse (CASA)
at Columbia University, the more often chil-
dren eat dinner with their families, the less
likely they are to smoke, drink or use drugs.
The research suggested that the conversa-
tions that go hand-in-hand with dinner will help
parents learn more about their children’s lives
and better understand the challenges they
face.

Mr. Speaker, | strongly urge my colleagues
to support H. Con. Res. 62 to support the
goals and ideals of a National Children and
Families Day.

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATSON) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 62.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF LEO T.
McCARTHY AND EXPRESSING
PROFOUND SORROW ON HIS
DEATH

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 180) honoring the life
and achievements of Leo T. McCarthy
and expressing profound sorrow on his
death.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 180

Whereas Leo McCarthy was born in Auck-
land, New Zealand, on August 15, 1930;

Whereas Leo McCarthy immigrated to the
United States with his parents at the age of
three and settled in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia;

Whereas Leo McCarthy earned his under-
graduate degree from the University of San
Francisco and his law degree from San Fran-
cisco Law School;

Whereas Leo McCarthy served the United
States in an intelligence unit of the Stra-
tegic Air Command of the United States Air
Force from 1951 to 1952 during the Korean
War;

Whereas Leo McCarthy was elected to the
San Francisco Board of Supervisors in 1963
and again in 1967;

Whereas Leo McCarthy was elected to the
California Assembly in 1968 and served until
1982;

Whereas Leo McCarthy led the California
Assembly with honor and distinction as its
Speaker from 1974 until 1980;

Whereas Leo McCarthy instituted reforms
in the California Assembly to provide more
accountability and greater public access;

Whereas Leo McCarthy was a champion of
coastal protection and secured passage of the
California Coastal Act;

Whereas Leo McCarthy worked to secure
permanent financing for the Bay Area Rapid
Transit (BART) system;

Whereas Leo McCarthy was elected Lieu-
tenant Governor of the State of California
three times, serving from 1982 through 1994;

Whereas Leo McCarthy established the
Feminization of Poverty Task Force, com-
prised of women leaders from business execu-
tives to former welfare recipients to develop
ways to overcome economic barriers that
confront women;

Whereas Leo McCarthy helped implement
the Greater Avenues for Independence
(GAIN) program to help welfare recipients
move into the workforce;

Whereas Leo McCarthy collaborated with
business leaders and advocates to publish
‘“Child Care: The Bottom Line” to educate
businesses about the economic and produc-
tivity benefits of employer-provided child
care;

Whereas Leo McCarthy sponsored the
Nursing Home Patients’ Protection Act,
which made landmark improvements in the
treatment of patients in nursing homes;

Whereas Leo McCarthy drafted and spon-
sored a resolution declaring breast cancer an
epidemic in California and called for Federal
action;
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Whereas Leo McCarthy sponsored the
Mammography Quality Assurance Act to
create new standards governing mammog-
raphy facilities and technology;

Whereas Leo McCarthy worked to promote
minority and women-owned businesses, pub-
lishing and distributing 100,000 copies of the
award-winning guide, ‘‘Starting and Suc-
ceeding in Business: A Special Publication
for Small, Minority, and Women-Owned
Businesses’’;

Whereas Leo McCarthy established the
Task Force on the Seriously Mentally Il to
develop an alternative service delivery sys-
tem to assist Californians suffering from se-
vere mental illnesses;

Whereas Leo McCarthy sponsored the
Chemical Safety Act to facilitate toxic
waste prevention and cleanup;

Whereas Leo McCarthy established the
Lieutenant Governor’s Commission on the
Prevention of Hate Violence to investigate
the causes of hate crimes and identify inno-
vative ways of promoting tolerance;

Whereas Leo McCarthy, serving as acting
Governor, led the State of California through
the initial turmoil of the 1989 Loma Prieta
earthquake;

Whereas Leo McCarthy served on the Uni-
versity of California Board of Regents and
the California State University Board of
Trustees;

Whereas Leo McCarthy was twice a can-
didate for the United States Senate;

Whereas Leo McCarthy was appointed to
the National Gambling Impact Study Com-
mission;

Whereas Leo McCarthy was a beloved men-
tor to generations of public servants;

Whereas L.eo McCarthy founded the Leo T.
McCarthy Center for Public Service and the
Common Good at the University of San
Francisco;

Whereas Leo McCarthy was, for 51 years,
the beloved husband of Jacqueline Burke
McCarthy;

Whereas Leo McCarthy was the father of
two daughters and two sons, and grandfather
of 11;

Whereas Leo McCarthy earned the highest
respect of the people of California for his
record of accomplishment on their behalf;
and

Whereas the House of Representatives has
learned of the death of Leo McCarthy on
February 5, 2007: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses its profound sorrow and deep
condolences to the McCarthy family on the
occasion of the death of Leo McCarthy on
February 5, 2007; and

(2) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to transmit a copy of this reso-
lution to the family of Leo McCarthy.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
FoxX) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, public
service is the cornerstone of living de-
mocracy. That said, I do fervently be-
lieve it takes a special person to give
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their life to serve the public. I stand
before you to honor an individual who,
for over 30 years, dedicated his life to

public servitude, former California
Lieutenant Governor, Leo T. McCar-
thy.

Lieutenant Governor McCarthy was
one who valued what was best for all of
Californians, not just those that were
of means and access. Much of this can
be attributed to McCarthy’s humane
beginnings as the child of a poor immi-
grant family. It was during the time
McCarthy’s father, Daniel, opened a
pub which became the community
haven for the local Irish Catholic popu-
lation, that young McCarthy became
smitten with service. In his youth,
McCarthy engaged in many service-ori-
ented activities, which included early
studies for the priesthood and service
within the United States Air Force.

After earning his law degree, he
began a career in politics that spanned
over three decades. He served first as a
member of the California Board of Su-
pervisors and, in 1968, won a State as-
sembly seat, where he eventually as-
sumed the role of Speaker.

During his tenure in the California
Assembly, McCarthy instituted a num-
ber of reforms. He reduced the number
of oversight committees, provided
members with bill analysis for floor
sessions and provided more account-
ability and greater public access.

Leo McCarthy was a man on a mis-
sion, and in 1982, he ascended to what
would become the pinnacle of his polit-
ical career, the role of Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of the State of California. As
Lieutenant Governor, McCarthy want-
ed to unify the differing socioeconomic
and cultural climates of the State. He
established the Feminization of Pov-
erty Task Force, which was comprised
of women from all walks of life to de-
velop ways to overcome economic bar-
riers common amongst women and
girls.

He also enacted legislation to better
regulate nursing home patients and en-
sure that women had the best possible
preventive care. He was an advocate for
minority and female-owned businesses,
and coerced business leaders into un-
derstanding the economic benefits of
work site child care facilities.

When asked to reflect about his years
in the public sector, Leo McCarthy
said, ‘I was lucky. I was in a position
to make a contribution. I felt very for-
tunate to have played a role. Some
days were miserable, and some un-
happy, but there were a lot of days that
were great. There was a sense of satis-
faction and being helpful to people.”

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to support this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, Leo McCarthy was a
dedicated public servant and long time
political force in the San Francisco
area for decades. It is with sad news
that we speak about him on the floor
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today after learning about his recent
death.

Throughout his political career, he
worked tirelessly on issues such as
coastal protection, nursing home re-
form, breast cancer awareness, female-
owned small businesses, financing for
the Bay Area Rapid Transit System,
employer provided child care and the
prevention of hate crimes, just to name
a few.

He was born in Auckland, New Zea-
land and emigrated with his family to
California at the age of 4. The son of an
Irish bar owner, he was raised in San
Francisco’s Mission district and at-
tended St. Ignatius College Pre-
paratory.

Before his political life began, he
served his country proudly in the Ko-
rean war in the U.S. Air Force. He
earned his undergraduate degree from
the University of San Francisco and
his law degree from San Francisco law
school.

He began his political career as the
youngest member of the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors in 1963 before
serving on the California Assembly
from 1969 to 1982. He honorably led the
California Assembly as its Speaker
from 1974 to 1980. He was elected to a
record three terms as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor before retiring from politics in
1994. While serving as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, he instituted reforms to provide
more accountability and greater public
access. Among his work, he established
the Feminization of Poverty Task
Force comprised of women leaders
from business executives to former
welfare recipients to develop ways to
overcome economic barriers con-
fronting women. He also supported the
Greater Avenues for Independence Pro-
gram to help welfare recipients enter
the work force.

After retiring from politics in 1994,
his passion and dedication to public
service continued with the creation of
the Leo T. McCarthy Center for Public
Service and the Common Good at the
University of San Francisco. The goal
of the center is to inspire and equip
students for lives and careers of ethical
public service and serving others. Since
its inception in the fall of 2001, the
McCarthy Center has initiated several
programs including academic courses,
public panels, internship programs and
faculty-led projects that engage stu-
dents in the analysis of social and po-
litical issues. Leo McCarthy’s leader-
ship in the center spread inspiration
throughout all the students and staff
involved. It exemplified his dedication
to his community and to the greater
good. He will be greatly missed by all
those who knew him and worked with
him.

I ask all Members to join me in sup-
port of this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
that the author of the bill, Representa-
tive ANNA ESHOO from California, be
given 5% minutes to speak.
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
distinguished colleague and my col-
leagues on the Republican side of the
aisle for being here today to pay trib-
ute to really a great and very good
man, Leo McCarthy.

I had the pleasure of knowing Leo for
many, many, many years. He was not
only my mentor; he was my friend. He
was dear to my family. But he inspired
me in public service. I had the privilege
of serving as his chief of staff of his dis-
trict office, which was in San Fran-
cisco, at the time, and I learned so
much from him.

There are so many times, my col-
leagues, that the closer we get in terms
of view of someone, the less we may
like what we see. With Leo McCarthy,
the closer I got, the more I saw, the
more my respect for him was deepened.
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He was a man of the fullest integrity.
He was an honest man. An honest man.
And he made everyone proud of his
service to people not only in his be-
loved city of San Francisco but in the
entire State of California. I think he
helped to make California more golden
of a State.

He was a policy wonk. He knew ex-
actly why he had gone into government
service. In all of his years serving on
the board of supervisors in the city and
county of San Francisco to his election
to the assembly, the California Assem-
bly, to his elevation as Speaker of the
California Assembly, and then the time
that he served as Lieutenant Governor,
political writers, the people that he
served, the counties throughout our
State, 58 counties and the people that
live in them, knew that Leo
McCarthy’s word was golden, that he
was there to serve them and that that
is what motivated him.

He was a great family man. All the
years that he served in Sacramento, he
drove home every single evening to be
with his family in San Francisco. It
was really the measure of the man. The
love of his life was Jackie McCarthy,
and he always said that she did the
hard work because she was at home
raising four extraordinary children:
Sharon, Conna, Niall, and Adam. I wish
all of my colleagues could have heard
these four adults pay tribute to their
father at St. Ignatius Church at the
magnificent funeral mass that was in
celebration of his good life.

He was a man filled with faith, and
he served at a very early time in the
minor seminary. And he said to me one
day, Anna, that didn’t last too long.
And I responded to him, Leo, it lasted
a lifetime. Because he blended his faith
with the service that he gave to people
and he was rooted in it.

When he left public life, he went on,
and in the latter years of his all too
short life, I think, I always wanted Leo
to live forever, he founded a center at
the University of San Francisco, his
alma mater that he loved so much. And
during the funeral mass, the Jesuits
paid tribute to him. There must have
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been 30 Jesuits on the alter, the arch-
bishop of San Francisco, the former
bishop of Oakland, and the auxiliary
bishop, John Westor, all there to pay
tribute to Leo McCarthy. That Center
for Public Service and the Common
Good spoke of Leo’s desire to help stu-
dents get involved in public policy at
the State, at the Federal, and the local
levels.

Leo McCarthy had a singular friend
that loved him in unquestioned ways.
He was his aid when Leo first went to
Sacramento as a member of the State
legislature. He then was elected in his
own right to the State legislature. He
then went on to become the mayor of
San Francisco. And that man is Art
Agnos. Every single day of Leo’s too
long illness, which marked all of last
year, and at all other times in his life
but especially during that difficult
time, Art Agnos was by Leo’s bedside
every day, every night.

So, Mr. Speaker, I want to conclude
by thanking all the members of the
committee for passing the resolution.
It will mean a great deal to the family.
I thank Josh Andrews in my office. I
thank all of my colleagues. I know this
will mean a great deal to the family.

And I say to whomever is listening
in, God rest Leo McCarthy’s noble soul.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to my distin-
guished colleague from the State of
California (Mr. LEWIS).

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank very much my colleague for
yielding me this time.

I am very, very appreciative of this
resolution being on the floor today. A
phrase oft used in the West would sug-
gest that you should ‘“‘bring us men to
match our mountains.” And in Cali-
fornia such men have made truly a
magnificent difference in the way the
far West was developed. Leo McCarthy
certainly was at the top rank of those
leaders.

I first met Leo McCarthy when he
and I were elected to the State legisla-
ture together. We were classmates and
colleagues and friends. A supervisor
and assemblyman, became Speaker of
the House, Lieutenant Governor of our
State, a magnificent leader who abso-
lutely wallowed in the business of pub-
lic policy. He cared about making a dif-
ference on a number of issues across
the spectrum of those issues that im-
pact people’s lives. He was a guy who
was devoted to his family, as has been
suggested, but also devoted to public
service.

As we pay tribute to Leo McCarthy
today, let us seek other men and
women who would so serve, for, indeed,
he is an example of the very best
among us and reflects the best of our
public affairs.

Let me say that probably most im-
portant to me over the years was the
fact that Leo, while he played a very
significant partisan role, absolutely
knew in his soul that real solutions did
not come by way of partisan confronta-
tion. A magnificent leader who I am
proud to say was my very good friend.

H2205

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I request
that Representative JIM CoSTA of Cali-
fornia speak for 2 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
Chair, ranking members, and col-
leagues, especially those who, like my-
self, from California had an oppor-
tunity to serve with Leo McCarthy.

Leo McCarthy, as has been said, put
faith, family, and service as the pre-
eminence in his life goals, and he lived
them every day by example.

Leo McCarthy was Speaker when I
was first elected to the State Assembly
in 1978. Those were heady days in Cali-
fornia, and Speaker McCarthy had a
contentious caucus that he had to
work with among younger members
who thought that they oftentimes
knew better. But I can tell 