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our community ensures that these customs
live on, and for that we owe all the members
of Bucks County St. Patrick's Day Committee
a huge debt of gratitude.

The committee has chosen the right man, in
Father Mooney, to lead a parade that brings
such pride and joy to Bucks County. Father
Mooney has endeared himself to us all and
has always been wiling and eager to give
back to the community. Madam Speaker, |
would like to congratulate Father Mooney for
being given the nonor of leading this parade,
and thank him for his decades of service to
the community.
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Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Staff Sergeant Alan Shaw of Little Rock,
Arkansas, who died on February 9, 2007,
fighting for our country in Iraq while supporting
Operation Iraqi Freedom. Alan Shaw was 31
years old when he selflessly gave his life for
his country during combat operations.

After graduating from Wilbur D. Mills High
School, Shaw attended Arkansas Tech Univer-
sity before enlisting in the U.S. Marine Corps
in 1998. Shaw was assigned to the 1st Bat-
talion 5th Marines in Camp Pendleton, Cali-
fornia, where he served two overseas tours
and one sea service tour before being honor-
ably discharged in 2002. In October of 2004,
Shaw chose once again to nobly serve his
country by joining the U.S. Army where he
served two tours of duty in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom, and it was in his second
tour where he gave his life for our country.

Alan Shaw was proud to serve in the mili-
tary and is remembered as an outstanding
leader and friend to his fellow soldiers. Shaw
had a passion for life and a vision for the fu-
ture, and his personality sparked happiness in
all those around him. His dedication to making
the lives of those around him and the commu-
nities he lived in better could not have been
greater.

Alan Shaw gave his life to serve our country
and will forever be remembered as a hero, a
father, a husband and a friend. My deepest
condolences go out to his wife Sharrell; his
three children Austin, Jourdan and Davyn; his
parents Jarrell Bentley and Noramae Shaw of
Little Rock; his siblings Larry and Lisa Shaw,
Bud and Terri Bradley, Darren and Mindy
Shaw, Randy and Angie Shaw, Amber Shaw
and Jeffrey Shaw all of Little Rock; and to his
nine nieces and nephews. He will be missed
by his family, his community and all those who
knew him and called him a friend. | will con-
tinue to keep Alan Shaw and his family in my
deepest thoughts and prayers.

——
ON THE OCCASION OF EAST CARO-

LINA UNIVERSITY'’S 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY
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Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor East Carolina University, a
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public, 4 year institution located in Greenville,
North Carolina on this, their 100th Anniver-
sary.

On March 7, 1907, the North Carolina legis-
lature approved the charter for the East Caro-
lina Teachers Training School. The school
was established to increase the critical need
for teachers in the eastern portion of the state.
The East Carolina Teachers Training School
produced thousands of highly qualified edu-
cators, improving the lives of countless North
Carolinians.

Madam Speaker, when the North Carolina
legislature approved the charter for the East
Carolina Teachers Training School, a site for
the facility had not yet been selected. Cities
throughout Eastern North Carolina like
Kinston, New Bern and Washington were
among those vying to win the state Board of
Education’s favor, but it was Greenville that
was ultimately selected. | have never been
more proud than to represent Pitt County and
East Carolina University in the Congress.

The deliberate evolution of the school—from
East Carolina Teachers Training School to
East Carolina Teachers College and later to
East Carolina University—reflects the change
and positive growth of the region.

While such landmark moments speckle the
history of Greenville, none are greater than
the day Greenville won the rights to the new
school. It is difficult to think that just 100 years
ago East Carolina University would become
the heart of a community or grow to become
the state’s third largest public university.

| ask my colleagues to rise and join me in
honoring East Carolina University for the dili-
gent efforts that have led to this most historic
occasion.
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Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madame Speaker, it is with a heavy heart that
| rise today to remember Frank White, the
president and former chief of the Penndel-Mid-
dletown Emergency Squad. | share the sad-
ness felt by our entire community regarding
Frank’s recent passing, but his friends and
family are surely proud of the legacy Frank
leaves behind.

Frank was a staple of the Penndel-Middle-
town Emergency Squad from the day he
joined in 1987 with his wife Marianne White,
who also served as president. After leading
the squad as its chief for 5 years, Frank was
elected president of the organization. While
performing many administrative and oper-
ational roles, Frank was the squad’'s strongest
advocate in the community and at the munic-
ipal level, where he worked tirelessly. He was
instrumental in bringing the organization a per-
manent home in Langhorne and was truly the
voice of the squad in the community. Madame
Speaker, his colleagues and those they serve
are better for Frank’s efforts and his dedica-
tion to the squad.

But outside of his work with Penndel-Middle-
town Emergency Squad, Frank was the same
approachable and caring man. Members of
the community who were experiencing various
problems would go to Frank for guidance and
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counsel and Frank always knew how to help.
He had a unique desire to help others; he was
welcoming to his friends and neighbors. Peo-
ple described him as the “go-to-guy” for al-
most anything. It was only natural when Frank
decided to extend his public service to an offi-
cial capacity by running for Middletown Town-
ship Supervisor. Those who asked him to run
recognized in him the characteristics that had
drawn people to him for years.

Frank’'s commitment to public service was
truly noble and one colleague described Frank
as one of the most selfless people he had
ever known. This is among the highest com-
pliments one can be paid in our society, and
as a community, we all owe Frank a debt of
gratitude for his years of work. He not only
made us safer, but served as an advocate and
an inspiration to many others who followed his
example. This includes his daughter Jessica,
who has joined the squad. She is his youngest
daughter and one of five children Frank leaves
behind. Madam Speaker, his memory will be
one that his wife and children can be proud of.
He will be remembered for his compassion,
selflessness and devotion, a legacy we should
all strive to achieve.

————
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Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Sergeant First Class John “Gary”
Brown of Nashville, Arkansas, who died on
January 20, 2007, while fighting for our coun-
try in Iraq, supporting Operation Iraqgi Free-
dom. Gary Brown was 43 years old when the
military convoy he was riding in was attacked.

After graduating from Nashville High School,
Brown attended Ouachita Baptist University
before enlisting in the Army where he served
his country for over 20 years. SFC Brown’s
first tour of duty was in Kuwait during Oper-
ation Desert Storm and at the time of his
death he was serving in Iraq as part of Oper-
ation Iraqgi Freedom.

Gary Brown was a member of Agape
Church in Little Rock where he was an active
participant in the men’s Bible study and the
children’s bus ministry. Brown was also a
member of the VFW and the Otter Creek
Home Owners Association. His dedication to
making the communities he lived in a better
place could not have been greater.

Gary Brown gave his life to serve our coun-
try and will forever be remembered as a hero,
a father, and a husband. My deepest condo-
lences go out to his wife Donna; his two step-
daughters Brandy Edmondson and Crystal
Lunnie both of Little Rock; his brothers Larry
Brown of Seguin, Texas, and Phil Brown of
Nashville; his sister Wendy Wesson; two
grandsons Christian Edmondson and Joshua
Edmondson; and to his many nieces and
nephews. He will be missed by his family, his
church, his community and all those who knew
him and called him a friend. | will continue to
keep John “Gary” Brown and his family in my
thoughts and prayers.
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