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PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, You see all things as they
truly are. You understand each of us
with our human limitations and unique
perspectives. In You is reality. For us
all is relativity.

Not to be able to sing is one thing;
but not to be able to speak or know the
common language is something else.

Not to be able to run a marathon is
one thing; but not to be able to stand
up or walk is something else.

Not to be able to memorize a passage
of Scripture or a speech is one thing;
but not to be able to remember yester-
day is quite another.

Lord God, help each of us accept our
limitations and use whatever our capa-
bilities are to do good and bring joy to
others. By honestly admitting our own
frailties, empower us to accept the dif-
ferences of others and reach out to
them with greater understanding.

Make us a nation who cares for its
wounded, who welcomes the immigrant
and who looks out for those with dis-
abilities in every possible way both
now and forever. Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from TUtah (Mr. BISHOP)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BISHOP led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——

LET’S END THE WAR IN IRAQ

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. A very simple propo-
sition is facing this House; do we keep
the war in Iraq going or do we end it?
Do we use the money to bring the
troops home or do we use the money to
keep them in Iraq?

The lives of our troops are on the
line. The war cannot be won militarily.
Why do we stay? Why do we tell our
troops to keep fighting? Who is going
to explain to the families of the troops
the consequences of Congress’ decision?
And why isn’t our Democratic Party
taking the leadership to immediately
end the war? We can do it. We don’t
have to give the administration an-
other $120 billion to keep the war
going. We don’t have to let more troops
die and have more civilian casualties.
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My bill, H.R. 1234, provides a path to
bringing our troops home, ending the
occupation, closing our bases and stops
the occupation of Iraq. We do not have
to keep funding this war. The money is
in the pipeline to bring the troops
home. Let’s end the war, bring the
troops home, and bring in inter-
national peacekeepers to stabilize Iraq.
We can do it once we end the occupa-
tion.

———

CHILD KILLER

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, today is judg-
ment day. A quiet voice is crying from
the grave for justice; it is the voice of
a 9-year-old girl named Jessica
Lunsford.

Jessica was kidnapped in the middle
of the night from her home by a profes-
sional child molester; his name is John
Couey. The criminal abused Jessica for
several days and then buried her alive
in his backyard. When found, Jessica
had poked her tiny fingers through the
plastic bag seeking air. Last week, a
jury convicted the child killer of cap-
ital murder and the punishment hear-
ing begins today in Florida. The State
is seeking the death penalty.

Mr. Speaker, evil doesn’t get much
worse than stealing, abusing and mur-
dering little girls. Society cannot
allow this type of conduct to occur. So-
ciety can only eliminate it. The pun-
ishment assessed on this criminal will
set a price for this dastardly act. Hope-
fully the good people of Florida will, by
their verdict, say to all child killers,
leave our children alone or face an
early meeting with your maker.

And that’s just the way it is.

———————

CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT IS
BACK IN THE HOUSE

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, it is a fundamental part of human
nature that people will do high-quality
work when somebody is keeping an eye
on their performance. Businesses need
accountants, schools need principals
and school boards. Appropriate man-
agement and a vigilant watchdog can
prevent serious problems and keep
things running effectively and effi-
ciently.

Well, for 6 years our Federal Govern-
ment has gone without congressional
oversight. This administration has had
free rein to do what it pleased, no mat-
ter what the consequences. The results
simply speak for themselves, Walter
Reed, Hurricane Katrina, Iraq.

This is all beginning to change.
Under Democratic control, the Con-
gress has finally once again assumed
its oversight responsibility. Already, in
just 3 months we have had 91 full com-
mittee hearings, with 73 more planned.
In addition, this week the House will
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consider a series of measures to ensure
the Federal Government is open and
accountable to the people of America.
Mr. Speaker, this congressional over-
sight is exactly what the people of
southern Minnesota asked for, trans-
parent and accountable government for
the people. As I campaigned across the
First District, I promised to do every-
thing with my colleagues to make this
happen, and this week it continues on.

———

THE PELOSI PLAN FOR IRAQ

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the Washington Post has usu-
ally been associated with the Demo-
cratic Party. Today’s lead editorial is
especially courageous in criticizing the
Democratic plan for Iraq.

I would like to draw to your atten-
tion the following: ‘In short, the
Democratic proposal being taken up
this week is an attempt to impose de-
tailed management on a war without
regard for the war itself. Will Iraq col-
lapse into unrestrained civil conflict
with massive civilian casualties, as the
U.S. intelligence community predicts,
in the event of rapid withdrawal? Will
al Qaeda establish a powerful new base
for launching attacks on the United
States and its allies? Ms. PELOSI’S
strategy leads not toward a responsible
withdrawal from Iraq, but to a con-
stitutional struggle with Mr. Bush,
who has already said he will veto the
legislation.”

Members of both parties should ac-
knowledge the point of this editorial.
Al Qaeda spokesman for Osama bin
Laden, al-Zawahiri, has clearly identi-
fied that Iraq and Afghanistan are the
central fronts in the global war on ter-
rorism. To undermine Iraq as clearly
part of a global war puts American
families at risk.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

———

ACCOUNTABILITY AND OVERSIGHT
DEMOCRATS DELIVER WITH LEG-
ISLATION THIS WEEK

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
last year Democrats pledged to make
Congress an open and accountable
process to the American people. This
week the House will consider a series of
reform measures that deliver on that
promise.

This week we will vote on legislation
reforming the Freedom of Information
Act, requiring a more timely disclosure
of government documents, and another
bill that nullifies the 2001 Presidential
executive order so that the access to
Presidential records is finally restored.
Both of these important bills open up
government to the American people so
that they can hold their government
accountable.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-12T15:59:01-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




