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not right for people to cheat on their
taxes. It cheats all of us when that oc-
curs. From experience, we know that
we can’t get that big of an enhance-
ment, at least that is what the experts
tell us. We cannot get the enhancement
from collections that some have sug-
gested that we can. They will use mon-
ies projected to be collected—that is,
they will say we are going to collect a
lot more to justify spending—and then
when the revenue doesn’t come in, all
we have done is increase the debt.

So that is a problem and I am pleased
Senator GRASSLEY has raised it and we
might as well deal with it openly.

(The remarks of Mr. SESSIONS per-
taining to the introduction of S. 863 are
located in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mr. SESSIONS. I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there now be a pe-
riod of morning business with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRADE POLICY

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, it is only
Tuesday, and already we have a laun-
dry list this week of reasons why we
need a new direction for trade policy in
our country.

First, we learned that Halliburton,
the beneficiary of more than $20 billion
in no-bid Government contracts, is
going to, in a sense, take the money
and run by moving its headquarters out
of the United States and to Dubai in
the United Arab Emirates. Then we
learned the United States is again dis-
cussing trade deals with the United
Arab Emirates. These trade talks first
fell apart last year during the Dubai
Ports World scandal.

Because of our fundamentally flawed
trade policy, our Government nearly
sold our port security to state-owned
companies in the Middle East, and be-
cause of our fundamentally flawed
trade policy, our Government contin-
ued to award no-bid contracts to Halli-
burton despite the fact that its subsidi-
aries have come under fire for doing
business with the Government of Iran
and for potential contract fraud in
Iraq. It is time for a trade policy that
rewards good corporate citizens, not
one that allows our Nation’s security
assets to be sold to the highest bidder.

Last November, in my home State of
Ohio, voters from Toledo to Steuben-
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ville, from Chillicothe to Lorain, from
Dayton to Youngstown spoke out for
change in our Nation’s trade policy.

For too long, our Government has
stood idly by as U.S. companies that
benefit from our tax policy, that get
Government contracts, that benefit
from community support move their
operations overseas. For too long, our
Government has pursued fundamen-
tally flawed trade agreements that fail
to secure labor and other standards,
fail to establish a policy to support
business development at home, and fail
to provide for national security re-
views.

But in this Congress, a new direction
has begun. Thirty Members, last week,
of a fair trade coalition, that began
with the Central American Free Trade
Agreement, gathered on Capitol Hill to
reaffirm that we need a new direction
for trade. Senator DORGAN, Senator
GRAHAM, and I have introduced legisla-
tion that would ban sweatshop imports
and address concerns with China.

What is more distressing than
Halliburton’s news to abandon the
United States for the Mideast is that it
owes the Government at least $2.7 bil-
lion as a result of bad, possibly even il-
legal business practices in Irag—prac-
tices which allowed for contaminated
water to be served to our troops, which
hired unauthorized security forces, and
which shamelessly overcharged our
Government. Will Halliburton pay
their debt before leaving town or will
they try to leave American taxpayers—
who have already afforded them bil-
lions in profits—holding the bag? Con-
gress must do all it can to assess the
debt and ensure that Halliburton, be-
fore they leave town, pays their debt to
our country.

It is unclear whether the administra-
tion will take any action to safeguard
our Nation’s interests when it comes to
Halliburton, but it is clear they are not
yet ready for a new direction on trade.
The latest attempt at another flawed
trade agreement is not even inked, and
the first corporation is moving off-
shore.

That is why we need a new direction
for trade. That is why we need a trade
policy that rewards companies that
keep production, and headquarters, in
the United States, investing at home
as well as in opportunities abroad.
That is why, as we learned during the
Dubai Ports scandal, we need a na-
tional security review of all future
trade agreements.

Halliburton’s decision to relocate its
headquarters also underscores the crit-
ical importance of freeing our Nation
from its addiction to oil.

Government should foster a climate
where companies are rewarded for
being good patriot corporations. It is
time our Government stop rewarding
the Halliburtons of the world and start
investing in those businesses that want
to help build our Nation, not cheat us
and then leave us.

March 13, 2007

IN HONOR OF VACLAV HAVEL

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, 30 years
ago, the Charter 77 movement was es-
tablished with the simple goal of ensur-
ing that the citizens of Czechoslovakia
could ‘‘live and work as free human
beings.” Today, as cochairman of the
Commission on Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe, I join with my col-
leagues in celebrating the founding of
Charter 77 and honoring those men and
women who, through their personal
acts of courage, helped bring freedom
to their country.

When the Charter 77 manifesto was
issued, three men were chosen to be the
first spokespersons of this newly
formed movement: a renowned Euro-
pean philosopher, Jan Patocka; Jiri
Hajek, who had been Czechoslovakia’s
Foreign Minister during the Prague
Spring; and the playwright, Vaclav
Havel. They had the authority to speak
for the movement and to issue docu-
ments on behalf of signatories.

Tragically, Jan Patocka paid with
his life for his act of bravery and cour-
age. After signing the charter and
meeting with Dutch Ambassador Max
van der Stoel, he was subjected to pro-
longed interrogation by the secret po-
lice. It is widely believed this interro-
gation triggered a heart attack, result-
ing in his death on March 13, 1977.

In spite of the chilling message from
the regime, Jiri Hajek and Vaclav
Havel continued to work with other
chartists, at tremendous personal cost.
Two-hundred and thirty signatories
were called in for interrogation; 50
houses were subjected to searches.
Many supporters lost their jobs or
faced other forms of persecution; many
were sent to prison. In fact, the harsh
treatment of the Charter 77 signatories
led to the creation of another human
rights group, the Committee for the
Defense of the Unjustly Persecuted,
known by its Czech acronym, VONS. In
October 1979, six VONS leaders includ-
ing Vaclav Havel, were tried for sub-
version and sentenced to prison terms
of up to 5 years.

Perhaps the regime’s harsh tactics
reflected its knowledge that, ulti-
mately, it could only retain control
through force and coercion. Certainly,
there was no perestroika or glasnost in
Husak’s Czechoslovakia, no goulash
communism as in neighboring Hun-
gary. And so, the regime was threat-
ened by groups that might have seemed
inconsequential elsewhere: by the psy-
chedelic band, ‘‘Plastic People of the
Universe;”” by a musical appreciation
group known as the Jazz Section; by
environmentalists, historians, philoso-
phers and, of course, playwrights.

Mr. President, 1989 was an extraor-
dinary year—a year in which the re-
gime sought to control everything and,
in the end, could control nothing. In
May, Hungary opened its borders. In
June, free elections were held for par-
liamentary seats in Poland for the first
time in decades. By August, 5,000 East
Germans were fleeing to Austria
through Hungary every single week.
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