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He said that after 30 years of trying to
communicate the dangers of global warming,
“I think that I'm finally getting a little bet-
ter at it.”

While reviewers tended to praise the book
and movie, vocal skeptics of global warming
protested almost immediately. Richard S.
Lindzen, a climatologist at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology and a member
of the National Academy of Sciences, who
has long expressed skepticism about dire cli-
mate predictions, accused Mr. Gore in The
Wall Street Journal of ‘‘shrill alarmism.”

Some of Mr. Gore’s centrist detractors
point to a report last month by the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change, a
United Nations body that studies global
warming. The panel went further than ever
before in saying that humans were the main
cause of the globe’s warming since 1950, part
of Mr. Gore’s message that few scientists dis-
pute. But it also portrayed climate change as
a slow-motion process.

It estimated that the world’s seas in this
century would rise a maximum of 23 inches—
down from earlier estimates. Mr. Gore, cit-
ing no particular time frame, envisions rises
of up to 20 feet and depicts parts of New
York, Florida and other heavily populated
areas as sinking beneath the waves, imply-
ing, at least visually, that inundation is im-
minent.

Bjorn Lomborg, a statistician and political
scientist in Denmark long skeptical of cata-
strophic global warming, said in a syn-
dicated article that the panel, unlike Mr.
Gore, had refrained from scaremongering.
“Climate change is a real and serious prob-
lem” that calls for careful analysis and
sound policy, Dr. Lomborg said. ‘“‘The ca-
cophony of screaming,” he added, ‘‘does not
help.”

So too, a report last June by the National
Academies seemed to contradict Mr. Gore’s
portrayal of recent temperatures as the
highest in the past millennium. Instead, the
report said, current highs appeared unrivaled
since only 1600, the tail end of a temperature
rise known as the medieval warm period.

Roy Spencer, a climatologist at the Uni-
versity of Alabama, Huntsville, said on a
blog that Mr. Gore’s film did ‘‘indeed do a
pretty good job of presenting the most dire
scenarios.” But the June report, he added,
shows ‘‘that all we really know is that we
are warmer now than we were during the last
400 years.”

Other critics have zeroed in on Mr. Gore’s
claim that the energy industry ran a
“disinformation campaign’ that produced
false discord on global warming. The truth,
he said, was that virtually all unbiased sci-
entists agreed that humans were the main
culprits.

But Benny J. Peiser, a social anthropolo-
gist in Britain who runs the Cambridge-Con-
ference Network, or CCNet, an Internet
newsletter on climate change and natural
disasters, challenged the claim of scientific
consensus with examples of pointed disagree-
ment.

‘“Hardly a week goes by,” Dr. Peiser said,
“without a new research paper that ques-
tions part or even some basics of climate
change theory,” including some reports that
offer alternatives to human activity for
global warming.

Geologists have documented age upon age
of climate swings, and some charge Mr. Gore
with ignoring such rhythms.

“Nowhere does Mr. Gore tell his audience
that all of the phenomena that he describes
fall within the natural range of environ-
mental change on our planet,” Robert M.
Carter, a marine geologist at James Cook
University in Australia, said in a September
blog. “‘Nor does he present any evidence that
climate during the 20th century departed dis-
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cernibly from its historical pattern of con-
stant change.”

In October, Dr. Easterbrook made similar
points at the geological society meeting in
Philadelphia. He hotly disputed Mr. Gore’s
claim that ‘‘our civilization has never expe-
rienced any environmental shift remotely
similar to this” threatened change.

Nonsense, Dr. Easterbrook told the crowd-
ed session. He flashed a slide that showed
temperature trends for the past 15,000 years.
It highlighted 10 large swings, including the
medieval warm period. These shifts, he said,
were up to ‘20 times greater than the warm-
ing in the past century.”

Getting personal, he mocked Mr. Gore’s as-
sertion that scientists agreed on global
warming except those industry had cor-
rupted. “I’ve never been paid a nickel by an
oil company,” Dr. Easterbrook told the
group. ‘““‘And I'm not a Republican.”

Biologists, too, have gotten into the act. In
January, Paul Reiter, an active skeptic of
global warming’s effects and director of the
insects and infectious diseases unit of the
Pasteur Institute in Paris, faulted Mr. Gore
for his portrayal of global warming as
spreading malaria.

“For 12 years, my colleagues and I have
protested against the unsubstantiated
claims,”” Dr. Reiter wrote in The Inter-
national Herald Tribune. ‘“We have done the
studies and challenged the alarmists, but
they continue to ignore the facts.”

Michael Oppenheimer, a professor of geo-
sciences and international affairs at Prince-
ton who advised Mr. Gore on the book and
movie, said that reasonable scientists dis-
agreed on the malaria issue and other points
that the critics had raised. In general, he
said, Mr. Gore had distinguished himself for
integrity.

““On balance, he did quite well—a credible
and entertaining job on a difficult subject,”
Dr. Oppenheimer said. ‘‘For that, he deserves
a lot of credit. If you rake him over the
coals, you're going to find people who dis-
agree. But in terms of the big picture, he got
it right.”

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF U.S.AF.

COL. FRANCIS R. “FRANK”
CAPPELLETTI
HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 15, 2007

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the extraordinary life and
accomplishments of U.S.A.F. Col. Francis R.
“Frank” Cappelletti, a giant amongst men.

Col. Cappelletti was born in Koppel, Penn-
sylvania in 1918. He graduated from Laval
University in Quebec City, Quebec before en-
tering the Army Air Force in 1940. He com-
pleted navigation training with Pan American
Airlines in Coral Gables, Florida in 1941.
Thereafter, he was assigned to a B—17 ouffit,
the 19th Bomb Group. During World War I,
Col. Cappelletti courageously flew 91 combat
missions against the Japanese in the Pacific
Theater of Operations. Later he served under
General Curtis LeMay at the Strategic Air
Command Headquarters.

Frank Cappelletti's flying prowess extended
beyond combat missions. Before it was rou-
tine, the Colonel pioneered the flight pattern
from Alaska to the North Pole. His continued
service in the Air Force had him participating
in the Cuban Missile Crisis, as well as the
Vietnam War.
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He retired as an Air Force Colonel after 30
years of service. During his extraordinary ca-
reer he amassed several awards and honors,
including the Distinguished Flying Cross with
cluster, Silver Star with clusters, and Air
Medal.

A humble man who never rested on his lau-
rels, Col. Cappelletti continued serving his
country and his community. After his retire-
ment, Frank worked for the Defense Depart-
ment civil service section for 11 years. He also
volunteered for the Smithsonian Institution,
translating documents from Russian into
English. He was an active member of the
Kiwanis Club, the Boys and Girls Club, the
Military Officers Association of America, and of
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in St. Petersburg
Beach, Florida.

A tall, striking figure with movie star good
looks, Colonel Cappelletti was an exemplary
resident of my district and | am so proud to
have served him, even for a short time. His
devoted wife, Rose Cappelletti, took care of
him to the very end as Alzheimer's disease
gradually consumed him. In the final days of
his extraordinary life, Mrs. Cappelletti provided
him with a last glimpse of what she described
as the “love of his life,” a look at his beloved
B—17 bomber as it toured a local airport. While
the B-17 may be a close second, | know the
real love of Colonel Cappelletti's life was
Rose.

Madam Speaker, may the Colonel’s life be
a model to which we should all strive. May he
rest in peace, and may his memory be eternal.

————
CALLING FOR RELEASE OF
ISRAELI SOLDIERS HELD CAP-
TIVE BY HAMAS AND
HEZBHOLLAH

SPEECH OF

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 13, 2007

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of House Resolution 107—a bill
calling for the immediate and unconditional re-
lease of Israeli soldiers being held captive by
Hamas and Hezbollah.

On July 12, 2006, Sergeant Udi Goldwasser
and fellow soldier Eldad Regev were on patrol
inside the lIsraeli border when their armored
humvee was bombarded by Hezbollah rock-
ets. Udi and Eldad were captured during this
attack and have been held by Hezbollah mili-
tants for more than 8 months.

| tell this story because just over one month
ago, | had the pleasure of welcoming Udi
Goldwasser’s wife, Karnit, to the United States
Capitol. She told me about how hard it has
been to live without “the love of her life” and
how her dreams of raising a peaceful and lov-
ing family with Udi are now in jeopardy due to
the cowardly acts of a terrorist organization
that has said it will not rest until her country
is destroyed.

Terrorist acts are not military actions be-
tween warring nations. They are despicable
crimes that rob wives of husbands, husbands
of wives and children of their parents. And as
the leader of the free and democratic world, it
is America’s solemn duty to condemn such at-
tacks whenever they occur and to support the
justifiable actions of our ally Israel when it
comes under heinous, premeditated attacks.
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