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promptly report such subdivisions to the
House, in the manner provided by section 302
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974.

(e) Whenever the Committee is directed in
a concurrent resolution on the budget to de-
termine and recommend changes in laws,
bills, or resolutions under the reconciliation
process it shall promptly make such deter-
mination and recommendations, and report a
reconciliation bill or resolution (or both) to
the House or submit such recommendations
to the Committee on the Budget, in accord-
ance with the Congressional Budget Act of
1974.

RULE NO. 13

Broadcasting of committee hearings and meet-
ings

Whenever any hearing or meeting con-
ducted by the Committee is open to the pub-
lic, those proceedings shall be open to cov-
erage by television, radio, and still photog-
raphy, as provided in Clause 4 of House Rule
XI, subject to the limitations therein. Oper-
ation and use of any Committee Internet
broadcast system shall be fair and non-
partisan and in accordance with Clause 4(b)
of rule XI and all other applicable rules of
the Committee and the House.

RULE NO. 14
Committee and subcommittee staff

The staff of the Committee on House Ad-
ministration shall be appointed as follows:

A. The staff shall be appointed by the
Chair or her or his designee except as pro-
vided in paragraph (B), and may be removed
by the Chair and shall work under the gen-
eral supervision and direction of the Chair;

B. All staff provided to the minority party
members of the Committee shall be ap-
pointed by the ranking member or her or his
designee, and may be removed, by the rank-
ing minority member of the Committee, and
shall work under the general supervision and
direction of such member;

C. The Chair shall fix the compensation of
all staff of the Committee, after consulta-
tion with the ranking minority member re-
garding any minority party staff, within the
budget approved for such purposes for the
Committee.

RULE NO. 15
Travel of members and staff

(a) Consistent with the primary expense
resolution and such additional expense reso-
lutions as may have been approved, the pro-
visions of this rule shall govern travel of
Committee members and staff. Travel for
any member or any staff member shall be
paid only upon the prior authorization of the
Chair or her or his designee. Travel may be
authorized by the Chair for any member and
any staff member in connection with the at-
tendance at hearings conducted by the Com-
mittee and meetings, conferences, and inves-
tigations which involve activities or subject
matter under the general jurisdiction of the
Committee. Before such authorization is
given, there shall be submitted to the Chair
in writing the following:

(1) The purpose of the travel;

(2) The dates during which the travel will
occur;

(3) The locations to be visited and the
length of time to be spent in each; and

(4) The names of members and staff seek-
ing authorization.

(b)(1) In the case of travel outside the
United States of members and staff of the
Committee for the purpose of conducting
hearings, investigations, studies, or attend-
ing meetings and conferences involving ac-
tivities or subject matter under the legisla-
tive assignment of the committee, prior au-
thorization must be obtained from the Chair.
Before such authorization is given, there
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shall be submitted to the Chair, in writing, a
request for such authorization. Each request,
which shall be filed in a manner that allows
for a reasonable period of time for review be-
fore such travel is scheduled to begin, shall
include the following:

(A) the purpose of the travel;

(B) the dates during which the travel will
occur;

(C) the names of the countries to be visited
and the length of time to be spent in each;

(D) an agenda of anticipated activities for
each country for which travel is authorized
together with a description of the purpose to
be served and the areas of committee juris-
diction involved; and

(E) the names of members and staff for
whom authorization is sought.

(2) At the conclusion of any hearing, inves-
tigation, study, meeting or conference for
which travel outside the United States has
been authorized pursuant to this rule, mem-
bers and staff attending meetings or con-
ferences shall submit a written report to the
Chair covering the activities and other perti-
nent observations or information gained as a
result of such travel.

(c) Members and staff of the Committee
performing authorized travel on official busi-
ness shall be governed by applicable laws,
resolutions, or regulations of the House and
of the Committee on House Administration
pertaining to such travel.

RULE NO. 16
Number and jurisdiction of subcommittees

(a) There shall be two standing subcommit-
tees, with party ratios of members as indi-
cated. Subcommittees shall have jurisdic-
tions as stated by these rules, may conduct
oversight over such subject matter, and may
consider such legislation as may be referred
to them by the Chair. The names and juris-
diction of the subcommittees shall be:

(1) Subcommittee on Capitol Security—(2/
1). Matters pertaining to operations and se-
curity of the Congress, and of the Capitol
complex including the House wing of the
Capitol, the House Office Buildings, the Li-
brary of Congress, and other policies and fa-
cilities supporting congressional operations;
the U.S. Capitol Police.

(2) Subcommittee on Elections—(4/2). Mat-
ters pertaining to the Federal Election Cam-
paign Act, the Federal Contested Elections
Act, the Help America Vote Act, the Na-
tional Voter Registration Act, the Uni-
formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vot-
ing Act, the Federal Voting Assistance Pro-
gram, the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act,
the Americans with Disabilities Act (accessi-
bility for voters with disabilities), the Fed-
eral Elections Commission (FEC), the Elec-
tions Assistance Commission (EAC), and
other election related issues.

(b) The Chair may establish and appoint
members to serve on task forces of the Com-
mittee, to perform specific functions for lim-
ited periods of time, as she or he deems ap-
propriate.

RULE NO. 17
Referral of legislation to subcommittees

The Chair may refer legislation or other
matters to a subcommittee, or subcommit-
tees, as she or he considers appropriate. The
Chair may discharge any subcommittee of
any matter referred to it.

RULE NO. 18
Powers and duties of subcommittees

Each subcommittee is authorized to meet,
hold hearings, receive evidence and report to
the full committee on all matters referred to
it. No subcommittee shall meet during any
Committee meeting.

RULE NO. 19
Other procedures and regulations

The Chair may establish such other proce-

dures and take such actions as may be nec-
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essary to carry out the foregoing rules or to
facilitate the effective operation of the com-
mittee.
RULE NO. 20

Designation of clerk of the committee

For the purposes of these rules and the
Rules of the House of Representatives, the
staff director of the Committee shall act as
the clerk of the Committee.

———
THE WAR IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today is
the fourth anniversary of our invasion
of Iraq. We still don’t necessarily know
why we went to war in Iraq; I certainly
don’t. This is my first year in Con-
gress, and we have a very serious and
important matter coming up this week
which we have to vote on. I haven’t de-
cided exactly how I am going to vote. I
know I want us out of Iraq. I want our
troops to be safe, but be protected, and
I want our veterans to be looked after.

There is a proposal to come up to
suggest we should have a definite date,
September 1 of 2008, to have our troops
out of Iraq, and to have certain bench-
marks which the Iraqi Government has
to meet, and have our President certify
they have met them at different times
in the summer and next fall.

There are certain restrictions on the
troops that says that the military
can’t send folks in if they haven’t had
a year off, they are not properly
trained and don’t have proper equip-
ment, which is kind of hard for me to
fathom, that after 4 years of war, we
are only now getting around to saying
our troops should have proper equip-
ment, proper training and proper rest.
It’s hard for me to imagine what’s gone
on the last 4 years, what type of over-
sight or undersight has taken place in
this Congress, and what type of con-
cern that the administration has had
for our troops, sending them into Iraq
without proper training and without
proper equipment.

It borders on malfeasance, and it
makes me wonder, in voting for $100
billion in the supplemental budget, if
it’s not negligence, and Mr. Speaker
knows as a lawyer it may be beyond
that. It may be gross negligence of this
administration, which has shown it
doesn’t know how to handle money,
particularly in sending it to Iraq,
where $10 billion is totally missing,
other monies have just disappeared, to
give them $100 billion and to give them
the care and custody of American men
and women, great patriots who have
volunteered for military duty.

We have had 3,200 Americans die in
Iraq, over 3,200 now, and casualties in
the area of 20,000. For every day we
stay there longer, there will be more
and more casualties and more and
more deaths.

I understand the proposal being put
forth is an advancement, and it’s more
than the Senate will do, and it’s more
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than the administration will permit,
because they have said they will veto
anything with a date, anything with
conditions, anything that is reason-
able, that reflects what the American
people want to have, which is the same
policy in Iraq to get our troops home
and to find a way to end America’s
nightmare, which has, indeed, been a
nightmare.

We were told the mission was accom-
plished. I don’t know what has been ac-
complished. I have read newspapers
today, and everybody, people in Iraq,
have no medical care, they have very
little electricity, they are living in
squalor, and they say life was better
with Saddam Hussein than it is now.
We have not improved the lives of the
Iraqi people. We have pretty much de-
stroyed their country, and we claim we
did it for freedom.

But one of the conditions upon which
we will measure the benchmarks is if
they give us their oil and give it to
some of our multinational companies,
which makes you wonder if they hate
us because of our love for freedom, or if
they hate us because we want to take
their oil. Maybe that is what it was all
about was oil, blood for oil.

It’s hard for me not to support a pro-
gressive measure, which I know Speak-
er PELOSI and I know my party’s lead-
ership is going to advance, to try to
bring some end to this nightmare. But
at the same time it’s difficult for me to
give another dollar and another life to
the care and custody of this adminis-
tration. I do think it’s gross negligence
probably to do so when you look at
what they have done over the last 4
years.

I read about death this weekend in
Iraq, soldiers who died who were 20
years old, 19 years old, 21 years old, and
I thought about how young they were.
They are children basically, children
with guns, going over to Iraq, and they
are dying because they fall, they have
an IED blow them up. It’s not mano a
mano, it is not being shot by Iraaqis.
It’s IEDs. Every day we stay, there will
be more and more American men and
women being blown up, being sent to
inadequate facilities such as Walter
Reed because we haven’t gotten out.

I don’t know that the situation there
will get any better. The President
today called a press conference and
spoke and said we need to keep going
forward; we won’t know in weeks, we
won’t know in months, we won’t know
until longer if this surge or escalation
will work.

It’s not going to work. You learn
from history. If you don’t learn from
history, you are a fool. The fact is you
look at the past, you can look at the
Sunnis and the Shi’a and the situation
over there and the insurgents, and our
being there has not made a difference.
It just means that American men and
women have died, and the dollars that
should have been spent in cities in
America to help children with edu-
cation and health care hasn’t been
spent.
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I am conflicted. I hope the people in
my district will let me know what they
think. Should we spend another dollar
and sacrifice another life, or should we
get out as soon as possible?

———

PETRODOLLARS AND THE IRAQ
WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the Wall
Street Journal reported last week what
most Americans may not realize, that
for the first time in history, our U.S.
military is now guarding the major
Iraqi oil pipeline that leads to its
major refinery in Bayji. Yes, our brave
soldiers from the 82nd Airborne are
now maintaining around-the-clock
presence at Iraq’s largest oil pipeline
and refinery to fight the corruption,
smuggling and sabotage that charac-
terize Iraq’s oil industry, its premier
industry.

The article talks about the flour-
ishing market in stolen Iraqi oil. It
says U.S. military officials estimate
that as much as 70 percent of the fuel
processed at the plant is lost to the
black market, an amount valued at
more than $2 billion. Iraq’s oil reserves
may be the largest in the world. Future
access to them is now being determined
by a group of people we generally don’t
see on the evening news.

Do you know them? It’s important to
figure out who those people are and
who exactly is now involved in writing
Iraq’s hydrocarbon law. How trans-
parent are these oil deliberations?

Indeed, it is amazing how little we
hear about them, as trillions of dollars
are at stake. Meanwhile, oil smuggling
has earned lots of shady characters
hundreds of millions of dollars since
the beginning of the war. Why did we
let this go on? Until now, we can catch
Saddam Hussein in the spider hole, and
yvet somehow we could not figure out
who is smuggling Iraqi 0il?

Americans deserve answers to so
many questions. Who has been earning
the money from the oil smuggling?
Which global oil companies will benefit
once the U.S. leaves Iraq? What per-
cent of oil resources in Iraq will be left
for the Iraqi people?

Traveling to Iraq and Kuwait a few
weeks ago, I had the chance to witness
how technology and power systems
transformed endless deserts into oil
supply lines. It is an awesome sight.
Yet I couldn’t help but ask, what is
America doing in these deserts? Who
does our oil addiction benefit? How
have we let ourselves become tied to
oil dictatorships? Why do we pay near-
ly $400 billion a year to import petro-
leum rather than become energy-inde-
pendent ourselves here at home?

Our able colleague, Congressman
BILL DELAHUNT of Massachusetts, gave
me a book last week, and I looked on
page 96. This is called ‘“The Price of
Loyalty,” by Ron Suskind. It explains
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how Donald Rumsfeld used our Defense
Intelligence Agency to map Iraq’s oil
fields and lists companies that might
be interested in leveraging the precious
asset long before the Iraqi war was de-
clared.

Judicial Watch obtained Mr. Rums-
feld’s map through a Freedom of Infor-
mation request because Mr. Rumsfeld
and Paul Wolfowitz would not share it
voluntarily. Imagine that. Our tax-
payers footed the bill for this map to
benefit private firms.

The book attests Rumsfeld and his
cohorts in the Bush administration
were not concerned with legitimate
reasons to go to war; they only con-
cerned themselves with how and how
quickly to penetrate Iraq’s oil fields.
Mr. Wolfowitz had written as early as
1999 that the United States should be
committed, should be prepared to com-
mit ground forces to protect a sanc-
tuary in southern Iraq where the oppo-
sition could safely mobilize. As we pay
dearly for this violent war, and our sol-
diers die in Iraq, just coincidentally we
have to remember the world’s largest
untapped oil reserves are in Iraq.

Most other nations in the Middle
East have guarded their oil reserves as
national treasures, but I will tell you
what: Halliburton, ExxonMobil,
ConocoPhillips, ChevronTexaco and
foreign companies like Total, Royal
Dutch Shell and British Petroleum
have been identified by reporters like
Antonia Juhasz, who said last week in
the New York Times, these oil compa-
nies would not have to invest their
earnings in the Iraqi economy, partner
with Iraqi companies, hire Iraqi work-
ers or share their new technologies. In
fact, she says, only 13 of the 80 oil
wells, oil fields in Iraq would be for the
Iraqi people. The other ones are being
bargained away as the hydrocarbon law
is written. Why do we hear so little
about this on our evening news?

John Perkins, in his book ‘‘Confes-
sions of an Economic Hit Man,” talks
about how Saudi oil money through
petrodollars has been reinvested in our
economy, holding up so many of our
equities and certainly our U.S. Treas-
ury securities. Why can’t America be-
come energy-independent at home?
Why do we have to be dependent to the
20th century view of dependency on for-
eign o0il?

“Almost immediately after the [1973 oil] em-
bargo ended,” Perkins writes, “Washington
began negotiating with the Saudis, offering
them technical support, military hardware and
training and an opportunity to bring their na-
tion into the twentieth century, in exchange for
petrodollars and, most importantly, assurances
that there would never be another oil embar-
go.” Congress did not negotiate this—the
overall management and fiscal responsibility
lay with the Department of the Treasury, and
according to the book, the ensuing agreement,
which was negotiated in intense secrecy,
“fortiffied] the concept of mutual interdepend-
ence.” The very goal of this agreement was to
“find ways that would assure that a large por-
tion of petrodollars found their way back to the
United States” so that “Saudi Arabia would be
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