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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 835, HAWAIIAN HOMEOWNER-
SHIP OPPORTUNITY ACT OF 2007 

Ms. CASTOR, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–73) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 269) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 835) to reauthorize the 
programs of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development for hous-
ing assistance for Native Hawaiians, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1401, RAIL AND PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION SECURITY 
ACT OF 2007 

Ms. CASTOR, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–74) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 270) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 1401) to improve the secu-
rity of railroads, public transportation, 
and over-the-road buses in the United 
States, and for other purposes, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

f 

PROTECT IMPORTANT TAX RELIEF 

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to 
address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my concern that the Democrats 
will not extend tax measures critical to 
the American people. Residents in my 
own State are at risk. Floridians cur-
rently can deduct their sales tax from 
the Federal income tax. However, this 
deduction expires this year. 

As Democrats set their agenda for 
the coming year, there is talk of offset-
ting increases in Federal spending by 
raising taxes for millions of Ameri-
cans. Quite frankly, I worry that the 
use of this provision will be to pay for 
additional spending. Constituents don’t 
want additional taxes. They want us to 
be more conservative in spending. 

Listen up, America. Congress needs 
to be sure that taxpayers do not face 
unnecessary tax increases. I appeal to 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
to ensure that our constituents are 
able to keep more of their hard-earned 
money. 

f 

GRANDMOTHER AND THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, the U.S. 
Attorney General, Alberto Gonzales, is 
the chief law enforcement officer in 
this Nation. He is the most powerful 
prosecutor in America. As such, his 
credibility is based on his word. He 

must never deceive, mislead or mis-
state. 

There have been two different ac-
counts by his office about the firings of 
some U.S. Attorneys. Gonzalez says he 
never has discussed the firings, but se-
cret memos show a meeting to discuss 
such was held in his very office where 
he was present. Both statements can-
not be true. His word is tarnished. 

The issue is not whether the adminis-
tration can fire U.S. Attorneys. It can 
do so for almost any reason under the 
law. 

Madam Speaker, growing up, my 
grandmother was the Chief Law En-
forcement Officer. Her word was the 
law. I never doubted what she said. I 
respected her because she was always 
bluntly truthful. If she had told me it 
was raining in my house, I would have 
rushed home and started putting plas-
tic over the furniture, because she 
never misled or misstated the truth. 

This Nation deserves better than to 
have an Attorney General who cannot 
be forthright with Congress and mis-
leads the citizens he has been sworn to 
protect. He has a credibility issue. His 
word should be as bluntly truthful as 
my grandmother’s. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

AMERICA MUST BECOME ENERGY 
INDEPENDENT 

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, in 
2004, the United States of America 
spent $103 billion buying oil from non- 
democratic countries, such countries 
as Venezuela, as Iran, as Russia, and 
even ones who are our allies like Saudi 
Arabia, where some of that money 
finds its way into the hands of terrorist 
groups. 

We are funding both sides in the war 
on terrorism. It is a national security 
issue. We have to get off Middle East 
oil, and we need to reduce our oil de-
pendency. We import 60 percent of our 
oil today. 

Congressman ELIOT ENGEL and I have 
introduced H.R. 670. The goal of it is to 
reduce our oil consumption by 20 per-
cent in 20 years. It has overwhelming 
bipartisan support, both in the House 
and the Senate. 

Now, if you don’t buy that, there is 
another reason to focus on this, and it 
has to do with your pocketbook. Just 
think about the flexibility that we 
have out there in fuel choices, from 
ethanol to biodiesel to battery oper-
ated cars. 

Madam Speaker, we need to move in 
this direction. I recommend H.R. 670 to 
my colleagues and hope they will co-
sponsor it with me. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
WATSON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, and 
under a previous order of the House, 

the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICI-
ARY, 110TH CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, in accord-
ance with clause 2(a) of rule XI of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives, I respectfully 
submit the rules of the Committee on the Judi-
ciary for printing in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. The Committee on the Judiciary 
adopted these rules by voice vote, a quorum 
being present, at our organizational meeting 
on January 24, 2007. 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, RULES OF PROCEDURE, 

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS, ADOPTED JANU-
ARY 24, 2007 
Rule I. The Rules of the House of Rep-

resentatives are the rules of the Committee 
on the Judiciary and its Subcommittees with 
the following specific additions thereto. 

RULE II. COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
(a) The regular meeting day of the Com-

mittee on the Judiciary for the conduct of 
its business shall be on Wednesday of each 
week while the House is in session. 

(b) Additional meetings may be called by 
the Chairman and a regular meeting of the 
Committee may be dispensed with when, in 
the judgment of the Chairman, there is no 
need therefor. 

(c) At least 24 hours (excluding Saturdays, 
Sundays and legal holidays when the House 
is not in session) before each scheduled Com-
mittee or Subcommittee meeting, each 
Member of the Committee or Subcommittee 
shall be furnished a list of the bill(s) and sub-
ject(s) to be considered and/or acted upon at 
the meeting. Bills or subjects not listed shall 
be subject to a point of order unless their 
consideration is agreed to by a two-thirds 
vote of the Committee or Subcommittee. 

(d) In an emergency that does not reason-
ably allow for 24 hours’ notice, the Chairman 
may waive the 24-hour notice requirement 
with the agreement of the Ranking Minority 
Member. 

(e) Committee and Subcommittee meetings 
for the transaction of business, i.e. meetings 
other than those held for the purpose of tak-
ing testimony, shall be open to the public ex-
cept when the Committee or Subcommittee 
determines by majority vote to close the 
meeting because disclosure of matters to be 
considered would endanger national security, 
would compromise sensitive law enforcement 
information, or would tend to defame, de-
grade or incriminate any person or otherwise 
would violate any law or rule of the House. 

(f) Every motion made to the Committee 
and entertained by the Chairman shall be re-
duced to writing upon demand of any Mem-
ber, and a copy made available to each Mem-
ber present. 

(g) For purposes of taking any action at a 
meeting of the full Committee or any Sub-
committee thereof, a quorum shall be con-
stituted by the presence of not less than one- 
third of the Members of the Committee or 
subcommittee, except that a full majority of 
the Members of the Committee or Sub-
committee shall constitute a quorum for 
purposes of reporting a measure or rec-
ommendation from the Committee or Sub-
committee, closing a meeting to the public, 
or authorizing the issuance of a subpoena. 

(h)(1) Subject to subparagraph (2), the 
Chairman may postpone further proceedings 
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when a record vote is ordered on the ques-
tion of approving any measure or matter or 
adopting an amendment. The Chairman may 
resume proceedings on a postponed request 
at any time. 

(2) In exercising postponement authority 
under subparagraph (1), the Chairman shall 
take all reasonable steps necessary to notify 
Members on the resumption of proceedings 
on any postponed record vote. 

(3) When proceedings resume on a post-
poned question, notwithstanding any inter-
vening order for the previous question, an 
underlying proposition shall remain subject 
to further debate or amendment to the same 
extent as when the question was postponed. 

(i) Transcripts of markups shall be re-
corded and may be published in the same 
manner as hearings before the Committee. 

(j) Without further action of the Com-
mittee, the Chairman is directed to offer a 
motion under clause 1 of rule XXII of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives when-
ever the Chairman considers it appropriate. 

RULE III. HEARINGS 
(a) The Committee Chairman or any Sub-

committee chairman shall make public an-
nouncement of the date, place, and subject 
matter of any hearing to be conducted by it 
on any measure or matter at least one week 
before the commencement of that hearing. If 
the Chairman of the Committee, or Sub-
committee, with the concurrence of the 
Ranking Minority Member, determines there 
is good cause to begin the hearing sooner, or 
if the Committee or Subcommittee so deter-
mines by majority vote, a quorum being 
present for the transaction of business, the 
Chairman or Subcommittee chairman shall 
make the announcement at the earliest pos-
sible date. 

(b) Committee and Subcommittee hearings 
shall be open to the public except when the 
Committee or Subcommittee determines by 
majority vote to close the meeting because 
disclosure of matters to be considered would 
endanger national security, would com-
promise sensitive law enforcement infor- 
mation, or would tend to defame, degrade or 
incriminate any person or otherwise would 
violate any law or rule of the House. 

(c) For purposes of taking testimony and 
receiving evidence before the Committee or 
any Subcommittee, a quorum shall be con-
stituted by the presence of two Members. 

(d) In the course of any hearing each Mem-
ber shall be allowed five minutes for the in-
terrogation of a witness until such time as 
each Member who so desires has had an op-
portunity to question the witness. 

(e) The transcripts of those hearings con-
ducted by the Committee which are decided 
to be printed shall be published in verbatim 
form, with the material requested for the 
record inserted at that place requested, or at 
the end of the record, as appropriate. Indi-
viduals, including Members of Congress, 
whose comments are to be published as part 
of a Committee document shall be given the 
opportunity to verify the accuracy of the 
transcription in advance of publication. Any 
requests by those Members, staff or wit-
nesses to correct any errors other than er-
rors in the transcription, or disputed errors 
in transcription, shall be appended to the 
record, and the appropriate place where the 
change is requested will be footnoted. Prior 
to approval by the Chairman of hearings con-
ducted jointly with another congressional 
Committee, a memorandum of under-
standing shall be prepared which incor-
porates an agreement for the publication of 
the verbatim transcript. 

RULE IV. BROADCASTING 
Whenever a hearing or meeting conducted 

by the Committee or any Subcommittee is 
open to the public, those proceedings shall be 

open to coverage by television, radio and 
still photography except when the hearing or 
meeting is closed pursuant to the Committee 
Rules of Procedure. 

RULE V. STANDING SUBCOMMITTEES 
(a) The full Committee shall have jurisdic-

tion over the following subject matters: anti-
trust law, tort liability, including medical 
malpractice and product liability, legal re-
form generally, and such other matters as 
determined by the Chairman. 

(b) There shall be five standing Sub-
committees of the Committee on the Judici-
ary, with jurisdictions as follows: 

(1) Subcommittee on Courts, the Internet, 
and Intellectual Property: copyright, patent 
and trademark law, information technology, 
administration of U.S. courts, Federal Rules 
of Evidence, Civil and Appellate Procedure, 
judicial ethics, other appropriate matters as 
referred by the Chairman, and relevant over-
sight. 

(2) Subcommittee on the Constitution, 
Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties: constitu-
tional amendments, constitutional rights, 
federal civil rights laws, ethics in govern-
ment, other appropriate matters as referred 
by the Chairman, and relevant oversight. 

(3) Subcommittee on Commercial and Ad-
ministrative Law: bankruptcy and commer-
cial law, bankruptcy judgeships, administra-
tive law, independent counsel, state taxation 
affecting interstate commerce, interstate 
compacts, other appropriate matters as re-
ferred by the Chairman, and relevant over-
sight. 

(4) Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, 
and Homeland Security: Federal Criminal 
Code, drug enforcement, sentencing, parole 
and pardons, terrorism, internal and home-
land security, Federal Rules of Criminal Pro-
cedure, prisons, criminal law enforcement, 
other appropriate matters as referred by the 
Chairman, and relevant oversight. 

(5) Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizen-
ship, Refugees, Border Security, and Inter-
national Law: immigration and naturaliza-
tion, border security, admission of refugees, 
treaties, conventions and international 
agreements, claims against the United 
States, federal charters of incorporation, pri-
vate immigration and claims bills, non-bor-
der enforcement, other appropriate matters 
as referred by the Chairman, and relevant 
oversight. 

(c) The Chairman of the Committee and 
Ranking Minority Member thereof shall be 
ex officio Members, but not voting Members, 
of each Subcommittee to which such Chair-
man or Ranking Minority Member has not 
been assigned by resolution of the Com-
mittee. Ex officio Members shall not be 
counted as present for purposes of consti-
tuting a quorum at any hearing or meeting 
of such Subcommittee. 

RULE VI. POWERS AND DUTIES OF 
SUBCOMMITTEES 

Each Subcommittee is authorized to meet, 
hold hearings, receive evidence, and report 
to the full Committee on all matters referred 
to it or under its jurisdiction. Subcommittee 
chairmen shall set dates for hearings and 
meetings of their respective Subcommittees 
after consultation with the Chairman and 
other Subcommittee chairmen with a view 
toward avoiding simultaneous scheduling of 
full Committee and Subcommittee meetings 
or hearings whenever possible. 

RULE VII. NON-LEGISLATIVE REPORTS 
No report of the Committee or Sub-

committee which does not accompany a 
measure or matter for consideration by the 
House shall be published unless all Members 
of the Committee or Subcommittee issuing 
the report shall have been apprised of such 
report and given the opportunity to give no-

tice of intention to file supplemental, addi-
tional, or dissenting views as part of the re-
port. In no case shall the time in which to 
file such views be less than three calendar 
days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays and 
legal holidays when the House is not in ses-
sion). 

RULE VIII. COMMITTEE RECORDS 

The records of the Committee at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration 
shall be made available for public use ac-
cording to the Rules of the House. The Chair-
man shall notify the Ranking Minority 
Member of any decision to withhold a record 
otherwise available, and the matter shall be 
presented to the Committee for a determina-
tion on the written request of any Member of 
the Committee. 

RULE IX. OFFICIAL COMMITTEE WEBSITE 

The Chairman shall maintain an official 
website on behalf of the Committee for the 
purpose of furthering the Committee’s legis-
lative and oversight responsibilities, includ-
ing communicating information about the 
Committee’s activities to Committee Mem-
bers and other Members of the House. The 
Ranking Member is authorized to maintain a 
similar official website on behalf of the Com-
mittee Minority for the same purpose, in-
cluding communicating information about 
the activities of the Minority to Committee 
Members and other Members of the House. 

f 

THE NEED FOR FAIR TRADE 
POLICIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. ALLEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to express my opposition to 
trade policies that are unfair to Amer-
ican workers. 

Congress must insist on a new model 
for trade that makes American work-
ers the top priority. Trade agreements 
must also take into account protec-
tions for the environment and ensure 
access to life-saving medicines. 

Developing trade agreements that 
take these priorities into account will 
be difficult, but we must not rush into 
obligations which will ultimately harm 
our own interests, and we must reject 
the false choice between expanding our 
trade opportunities and fairness to U.S. 
workers. 

It is simply wrong to follow the old 
model that we know hurts the liveli-
hoods of so many of our constituents. 
That is why Democrats are pushing for 
new priorities in the trade deals that 
the administration is negotiating with 
Colombia, Peru, Panama, South Korea 
and other countries. 

Congress must continue to press the 
administration to change its trade 
policies and provide specific, construc-
tive suggestions to advance the goals 
of our workers and our economy. 

Unfortunately, the Bush administra-
tion doesn’t act as though it believes 
that Congress should have a real say in 
trade negotiations. One example, 
though it is certainly not the only one, 
is the matter of allowing access to life- 
saving medications. 

Congress has passed legislation di-
recting the administration to respect 
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