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Congress to make a change to this pro-
gram. It was not made clear to us at
the time that, under this change,
States could not continue to receive
commodities through the Department
of Agriculture.

Without this correction, thousands of
seniors in Massachusetts and a number
of other States will be affected. Depart-
ment of Agriculture commodities are
much less expensive than what States
can purchase on the commercial mar-
ket and are of higher quality. And
they’re less expensive. The State dis-
tributing agency in Massachusetts has
calculated that purchasing similar
commodities would cost $1 million
more a year which would lead to 500,000
fewer meals served.

Six States in addition to Massachu-
setts have been obtaining USDA com-
modities for several years. The pro-
gram is especially important to our
States, to their partners, and to the
seniors who obtain their meals through
this program.

I urge our colleagues in both the Sen-
ate and the House to pass this legisla-
tion without delay.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read the
third time and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
any statements relating to this matter
be printed in the RECORD, with no in-
tervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1002) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 1002

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Older Amer-
icans Reauthorization Technical Corrections
Act”.

SEC. 2. NUTRITION SERVICES INCENTIVE PRO-
GRAM.

Section 311 of the Older Americans Act of
1965 (42 U.S.C. 3030a), as amended by section
309 of the Older Americans Act Amendments
of 2006, is further amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b)(3);

(2) by striking subsection (d) and inserting
the following:

“(d)(1) Each State agency and each title VI
grantee shall be entitled to use all or any
part of amounts allotted under subsection (b)
to obtain, subject to paragraphs (2) and (3),
from the Secretary of Agriculture commod-
ities available through any food program of
the Department of Agriculture at the rates
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at which such commodities are valued for
purposes of such program.

‘(2) The Secretary of Agriculture shall de-
termine and report to the Secretary, by such
date as the Secretary may require, the
amount (if any) of its allotment under sub-
section (b) which each State agency and title
VI grantee has elected to receive in the form
of commodities. Such amount shall include
an amount bearing the same ratio to the
costs to the Secretary of Agriculture of pro-
viding such commodities under this sub-
section as the value of commodities received
by such State agency or title VI grantee
under this subsection bears to the total
value of commodities so received.

“(3) From the allotment under subsection
(b) for each State agency and title VI grant-
ee, the Secretary shall transfer funds to the
Secretary of Agriculture for the costs of
commodities received by such State agency
or grantee, and expenses related to the pro-
curement of the commodities on behalf of
such State agency or grantee, under this
subsection, and shall then pay the balance (if
any) to such State agency or grantee. The
amount of funds transferred for the expenses
related to the procurement of the commod-
ities shall be mutually agreed on by the Sec-
retary and the Secretary of Agriculture. The
transfer of funds for the costs of the com-
modities and the related expenses shall
occur in a timely manner after the Secretary
of Agriculture submits the corresponding re-
port described in paragraph (2), and shall be
subject to the availability of appropriations.
Amounts received by the Secretary of Agri-
culture pursuant to this section to make
commodity purchases for a fiscal year for a
State agency or title VI grantee shall remain
available, only for the next fiscal year, to
make commodity purchases for that State
agency or grantee pursuant to this section.

‘“(4) Bach State agency and title VI grant-
ee shall promptly and equitably disburse
amounts received under this subsection to
recipients of grants and contracts. Such dis-
bursements shall only be used by such recipi-
ents of grants or contracts to purchase do-
mestically produced foods for their nutrition
projects.

“(5) Nothing in this subsection shall be
construed to require any State agency or
title VI grantee to elect to receive cash pay-
ments under this subsection.”’; and

(3) by striking subsection (f) and inserting
the following:

‘(f) In each fiscal year, the Secretary and
the Secretary of Agriculture shall jointly
disseminate to State agencies, title VI
grantees, area agencies on aging, and pro-
viders of nutrition services assisted under
this title, information concerning the foods
available to such State agencies, title VI
grantees, area agencies on aging, and pro-
viders under subsection (c).”.

SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by
section 2 shall take effect beginning with fis-
cal year 2008.

(b) APPLICATION PROCESS.—Effective on the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
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of Agriculture shall take such actions as will
enable State agencies and title VI grantees
described in section 311 of the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3030a) to apply
during fiscal year 2007 for allotments under
such section for fiscal year 2008.

——————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—SECOND-DEGREE AMEND-
MENTS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that second-degree
amendments may be filed until 10:30
a.m. tomorrow morning.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH
28, 2007

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it stand
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow
morning, Wednesday, March 28; that
following the prayer and the pledge,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the morning hour be deemed to
have expired, the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in
the day, and that the Senate then re-
sume consideration of H.R. 1591, as pro-
vided under a previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I appreciate
everybody’s patience in getting to this
point. There has been a lot of down
time, but it was necessary in order to
be at a point where we could proceed in
an appropriate manner tomorrow.

———————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business today, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate stand
adjourned under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 8:01 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, March 28, 2007, at 10 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate Tuesday, March 27, 2007:
THE JUDICIARY

GEORGE H. WU, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALI-
FORNIA.
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