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and modernize public housing units by
$415 million, to only $2.0 billion.

Continuing a downward spiral in
funding, this is part of the effort to dis-
mantle public housing as we know it.
We cannot sit idly by and let this hap-
pen. The community development pro-
grams would be seriously eroded and
undermined if left to this administra-
tion. The Brownfields and the section
108 loan guarantee program would also
be eliminated. The Community Devel-
opment Block Grant Program would be
cut by 20 percent, losing $735 million.
And the list goes on and on.

In addition, Section 202 and 811 hous-
ing programs for the elderly and dis-
abled would be cut drastically in the
administration budget proposal. Rural
housing programs would also suffer se-
rious cutbacks faring no better.

The administration’s budget proposes
to terminate the major Rural Section
515 rental housing program, which
would leave thousands of families liv-
ing in rural communities, many poor,
working families with children, and the
disabled and elderly without affordable
housing.

There is another issue that I feel
strongly about that is addressed in this
budget. As a senior member of the Ju-
diciary Committee, I am highly con-
cerned about the origin and prolifera-
tion of gangs in communities through-
out the United States. Along with full
committee chairman JOHN CONYERS
and Crime Subcommittee chairman
BoOBBY ScoTT, I plan to retool existing
authorized Federal programs to com-
prehensively address this problem. This
requires full funding of the following
programs: the Juvenile Accountability
Block Grant, the Gang Resistance Edu-
cation and Training Program, the
Youth Violence Reduction Demonstra-
tion Projects that are administered by
the Department of Justice, and the
Compassion Capital Fund, which is ad-
ministered by the Department of
Health and Human Services.

In the city of Los Angeles, there are
approximately 4,000 gangs and 39,000
gang members. For 2006, there were
about 470 homicides, and 250 were gang
related. Of the shootings in the city
last year, 70 percent were gang related.
According to a September 1, 2006, re-
port by Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee
Baca, it costs about $287 million to
treat and Thospitalize victims of
nonfatal gang assaults countywide in
one year.

This is not only in Los Angeles.
There are gang problems all over
America, and not simply in our cities
but in our rural communities, in our
suburban communities.

It is about time that we focus some
efforts on dealing with the gangs from
two perspectives:

Number one, we have got to have pre-
vention. We have got to be able to pro-
vide social services. We have got to be
able to meet the needs of people in
communities that have no hope.

Number two, yes, we must be tough.
But the answer is not simply lock them
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up and throw the key away. The an-
swer is, how do we prevent young peo-
ple, young children, from connecting
and getting involved with gangs in the
first place? We need serious funding
and smart assembly of existing pro-
grams to effectively halt the recruit-
ment of new gang members.

We need serious funding and smart assem-
bly of existing programs to effectively halt the
recruitment of new gang members; to reduce
the incidence of homicide and violence be-
tween gangs; to implement programs that de-
liver support services and job training; and to
enable communities to solve problems that
lead to race-related gang tensions.

CONCLUSION

| urge all of my colleagues to support the
CBC Budget so that we can begin to tackle
important issues like gang violence and the
need for affordable housing in our commu-
nities.

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 56 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

——————

BUDGETING FOR PEACE AND
SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, today
the House began debate on the budget
for the next year. This is the time
when each party shows its true prior-
ities. The Democrats have promised to
ensure our homeland security while
providing for the needs of America’s
working families: health care, edu-
cation, safe communities.

This is another chance to tell the
people to tell the administration that
we are not going to fund this misguided
occupation of Iraq. We are quickly ap-
proaching one-half trillion dollars for
the occupation of Iraq, including bil-
lions that have been lost, misallocated,
or squandered, while drastically cut-
ting important domestic programs in
the United States of America.

Let me say that one more time: one-
half trillion dollars. What comes after
a trillion? A gzillion? This might not
mean much to some of the folks in
Washington, but to the people scraping
to get by this means everything.

We are in the fifth year of this occu-
pation, and if we follow the leadership
of the administration we will be there
for years to come. In fact, they even
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say that the exit strategy for Iraq will
be decided by future presidents. Presi-
dents. Not one, but many. This is real-
ly unacceptable.

The Progressive Caucus budget, the
Peace and Security budget, takes a
stand against the ridiculous budget re-
quest and puts the money where it will
do the most good. By ending our mili-
tary presence in Iraq, we can save at
least $202 billion over the next 2 years.
Doing that, we can focus on the real
needs of Americans.

The Congressional Progressive Cau-
cus budget will fully fund No Child Left
Behind and IDEA and improve the
Teacher Corps and job training. It will
provide affordable, accessible, quality
health care for Americans, starting
with fully funding the SCHIP program
to ensure that every American child is
covered for basic health insurance. It
will rebuild America’s communities by
increasing funding for Community De-
velopment Block Grants, Hurricane
Katrina relief, and reconstruction and
community policing. It also guarantees
veterans health care and ensures that
the Federal funding that is needed will
be available to provide health care, in-
cluding mental health care, for every
single American veteran, including but
not limited to veterans of the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars.

This Peace and Security budget gives
a fair shake for working families by in-
creasing funding to protect funda-
mental worker rights, enforcing credit
and lending practices, and promoting
liveable wages and safe work places. It
also will renew the social contract and
21st century safety net by substan-
tially increasing funding for decent, af-
fordable housing, for anti-hunger pro-
grams, and more quality child care for
low-income and impoverished Ameri-
cans, including Hurricane Katrina vic-
tims.

Does this mean that we will abandon
our obligation throughout the world?
Absolutely not. We will support the
Smart Security Plan by increasing
nonmilitary spending to enhance
homeland security and to fight the
root causes of terrorism, a real 21st
century diplomacy plan that meets
basic human needs such as fighting
HIV and AIDS and providing for uni-
versal basic education.

If we had spent the last 4 years focus-
ing on the real needs of America’s
working families and not fighting this
endless, misguided occupation of Iraq,
America would be safer, more pros-
perous and a leader in peace and secu-
rity worldwide.

It is time to bring common sense and
reason back to our foreign policy. I call
on my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the Progressive Caucus budget,
the Peace and Security budget, and to
join me in the call to bring our troops
home now.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. WOLF addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. LEE addressed the House. Her
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. BARTLETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
LANGEVIN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. LANGEVIN addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it
is an honor to come to the floor. Mr.
RYAN and I have spent a long time, Mr.
Speaker, when it was just Mr. RYAN
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and I on the floor. This goes back to
the 108th Congress and a little of the
109th Congress, and I am so glad we are
having the opportunity to come to the
floor to talk about not only the budget
but what we were able to do last week,
last Friday, moving in a new direction
as it relates to the emergency supple-
mental.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, the 30-
Something Working Group comes to
the floor to not only share facts but to
also do away with the fiction that
many of the Members on the other side
of the aisle come to the floor many
times sharing information that I guess
someone gave them some information
and said, go on the floor and say this,
or what have you.
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I can’t help but watch some of this
debate on the floor and question where
some of the information comes from.

The good thing about the 30-some-
thing Working Group, we actually have
third-party validators for information
that we share here on the floor. We
want to make sure that every Member
is able to make a sound decision and
that the American people are able to
get great information from what we
share here on the floor.

As you know, every time we come to
the floor, we talk about a number of
issues. But tonight, again we are going
to talk about the budget. We are also
going to talk about the ongoing issue
of Iraq and the courageous step we
took just last week, and the Senate has
taken a step in that direction also in
accountability measures within the
emergency supplemental.

Mr. RYAN, I don’t know if you had an
opportunity to see the President’s
press conference today, but it was
quite interesting. It was like he was
trying to sell something to the Amer-
ican people. He was speaking to the
Cattlemen’s Association, and he took
that opportunity not to talk about
beef, but to talk about what the Con-
gress is doing in the area of making
sure that we bring about account-
ability.

He was saying he is going to veto
what we actually passed. What he is
trying to do, and there is a word on the
street that is used, flipping the script.
He is trying to flip the script and try-
ing to fake the American people out in
saying that the Democratic Congress is
standing in the schoolhouse door of the
funding getting to our troops.

Mr. Speaker, I beg to differ and I
think we have prima facie evidence
here to show that the emergency sup-
plemental, everything in the emer-
gency supplemental is a true emer-
gency, making sure that we fund our
troops beyond what the President has
called for, making sure that we stand
up on behalf of our veterans, an un-
precedented commitment to Veterans
Affairs and to the VA in the history of
this country.

Because we already had a system
that needed work and needed funding,
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this Congress stepped forth and put
forth, the 110th Congress, the Demo-
cratic controlled Congress stepped for-
ward and made sure we did what we
needed to do for the veterans, and we
are just getting started.

At the same time, Mr. RYAN, we have
to look at the issue of Hurricane
Katrina. The President said there is
other funding in there. We are doing
things in the emergency supplemental
for the people on the gulf coast that
have been waiting on the President.
They don’t want lip service, they want
action. If the President wants to veto
that, that’s on him. But I guarantee
you that the American people will see
through what our President is saying
as it relates to and as he continues to
explain how he is going to veto an
emergency supplemental.

He is saying if the money runs out,
and it is on the back of the U.S. Con-
gress. Well, I can tell you this: The
American people are on the side of the
U.S. Congress. They have asked us to
lead, and we are leading. They didn’t
ask us to balk at the first threat that
the President makes. Or I am going to
veto. Well, okay, that is something
that you are going to have to live with.
That is something you will have to ex-
plain. But we are going to continue to
do what we need to do here in pro-
viding the kind of leadership necessary.

America said in November they want
to move in a direction. They said they
want accountability. They no longer
want a rubber stamp. They want a do-
something Congress and not a do-noth-
ing Congress. We will talk about that
tonight.

Mr. RYAN, I am so glad you are here
as we continue to share this informa-
tion with the Members so they can
make an accurate decision tomorrow
when we vote on the budget, on our pri-
orities, making sure that we give every
child in the United States health care,
and making sure that we move in the
direction that the U.S. mayors have
asked us to move in, making sure that
we move in the direction that gov-
ernors have asked us to move in, and
giving the necessary dollars to home-
land security to protect the homeland.

We are going to make sure that the
Members know exactly what they are
voting on so when we go on a 2-week
break, Mr. Speaker, Members can’t go
home and say, I didn’t really under-
stand what was in the budget.

I yield to Mr. RYAN.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I appreciate what
you are saying, and there are a couple
of points I would like to add.

When the President says he is going
to veto the supplemental bill, he is
going to veto a $1.7 billion understand
increase for veterans. We have seen
Walter Reed and heard the stories from
across the country. We know we have
more veterans coming back. He is
going to veto a $1.7 billion increase
from his recommendation. And then he
is going to veto a $1.7 billion increase
for defense health care for our troops,
not yet veterans but still needing ac-
cess to care. And $500 million is for
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