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The little ones we used to produce,
the blades turned very fast and they
might kill birds and baths. Now they
have huge blades. A single blade may
be 60, 70 feet long. You may have seen
them being moved down the highway.
They move very slowly. It would have
to be a really debilitated bat or bird
that got caught by one of those.

Indeed, if you are really concerned
about bats and birds, then don’t have
picture windows. I am sure, not so
many for the bats, but the bird, you are
are going to lose more birds on your
picture window than you will ever lose
from that wind machine that you put
up to produce electricity.

We have wind farms out in the West.
In the East here there are some Sen-
ators that are big proponents of wind,
but not in my backyard. The NIMBY
factor is very prominent. They would
like that, but not in their view shed,
thank you.

You know, pretty is as pretty does,
and I think these wind machines are
beautiful. Knowing what they do, I
think they are very stylish just on
their own. But knowing what they are
doing they become even handsomer.

Geothermal. Now, this is true geo-
thermal. If you go to Iceland, there is
not a chimney in Iceland because all of
their heating, all of their energy like
that in Iceland comes from geo-
thermal. They are close enough to the
molten core of the Earth that they can
get hot water. That is how they heat
their houses and produce their energy
there.

We call geothermal something which
is a really good idea, but it is not geo-
thermal. We call geothermal those
heat pumps that we tie to ground or
groundwater, rather than rather stu-
pidly to the air.

If you think about your air condi-
tioner in the summer, what you are
trying to do is heat up the outside air.
That may be 90 degrees. If you are try-
ing to heat up groundwater in Mary-
land here, it is 56 degrees. That is real-
1y cool compared to 90 degrees, isn’t it?
And what you are trying to do in the
wintertime is to cool the outside air
with your heat pump.

It is a whole lot easier to cool 56 de-
gree air. That looks really warm com-
pared to 10 degree air. That 60 degree
water is very warm compared to 10 de-
gree air. So you get a lot more effi-
ciency out of your heat pump. People
will call that geothermal. That is
okay. Please put it in quotes, because
it is not true geothermal. True geo-
thermal ties you to the Earth.

We are going to have to come back
another day to talk about the rest of
this, because I just wanted to skip
down here to ethanol. Because there
was this week, and we have only about
5 minutes remaining, there was this
week in the Washington Post on Sun-
day, the Outlook Section, a really in-
teresting article. ‘“Corn Can’t Solve
Our Problem,” it says.

The first paragraph is really inter-
esting. ‘“The world has gone full circle.
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A century ago our first transportation,
biofuels, the hay and oats fed to our
horses, were replaced by gasoline.
Today, ethanol from corn and biodiesel
from soybeans have begun edging out
gasoline and diesel. Lost in the ethanol
induced euphoria, however, is the fact
that three of our most fundamental
needs, food, energy and a livable and
sustainable environment, are now in
direct conflict.”

Interesting. I have here an article,
and again we will come back again to
talk about this, a really interesting
talk given by Hyman Rickover 50 years
ago the 14th of this May to a group of
physicians in St. Paul, Minnesota, and
he talks about this. He cautioned that
if we try to get energy from our agri-
culture, we are going to be in competi-
tion with food.

Let me read from the jump page here
what they say about this. It is really
interesting.

“But because of how corn ethanol
currently is made, only about 20 per-
cent of each gallon is new energy.”
Eighty percent of all the energy you
get out of a gallon of ethanol simply
comes from the fossil fuels that are
kind of recycled. The natural gas which
made the nitrogen fertilizer, almost
half the energy producing corn comes
from that. The oil that made the trac-
tor and the tires and the diesel fuel
that pulled it through the fields and
the energy used to mine the phosphate
and potash rock and so forth, only 20
percent of every gallon represents new
energy.

So they say this: If every one of our
70 million acres on which corn was
grown in 2006, if we use all of that corn
to produce ethanol, we would displace
only 12 percent of our gasoline. And if
you discount that for the fossil fuel
simply recycled by growing the corn
and processing the corn to produce eth-
anol, you now get just 2.4 percent of
our gasoline displaced by ethanol. If we
use all of our corn to produce ethanol,
they very wisely note that you could
have reached that same objective by
getting your car tuned up and putting
air in your tires.

Now, we are making a lot of corn eth-
anol. But compared to the 21 million
barrels of oil that we use a day, 70 per-
cent of that in transportation, we have
produced relatively negligible amounts
of ethanol. But it was enough to drive
the price of corn from $2.11 a bushel in
September to $4.08 a bushel in Novem-
ber, and up from that. And the poor
Mexicans now are hungry because their
tortillas have doubled in price, and my
dairy farmers are going bankrupt be-
cause the cost of the food they feed
their cows is up.

Just a caution, that one needs to be
realistic rather than euphorically opti-
mistic about how much energy we are
going to get out of these alternatives.

I would like to say in closing, Mr.
Speaker, that I am exhilarated by this.
There is no exhilaration like meeting
and overcoming a big problem. And we
have a huge challenge. I believe with
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proper leadership, we may not have
much energy, we have even less real
leadership in this area, with proper
leadership, I think that Americans
could be exhilarated by the challenge. I
think we would again become a major
exporter with all of the technologies
for producing energy from these alter-
natives.

Mr. Speaker, this is not a bad news
story. This is a really good news story.
America can lead the way. They can
again be a real leader in the world. And
I can imagine Americans going to bed
at night saying, today I used less en-
ergy than I did yesterday and I am just
fine. Tomorrow I am going to do even
better. I think there would be fewer
people on alcohol and watching bad
movies and so forth if they had some
real direction.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. HILL) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. HILL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SARBANES, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

(The following Member (at her own
request) to revise and extend her re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, for 5 min-
utes, today.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 24 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, March 30, 2007, at 10
a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1001. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Supplement; Radio Frequency
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