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March 29, 2007

ADJOURNMENT OR RECESS OF
THE HOUSE AND SENATE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of H. Con. Res. 103,
the adjournment resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 103)
providing for a conditional adjournment of
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the concurrent res-
olution be agreed to and the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 103) was agreed to, as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 103

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on the legislative day of Thursday,
March 29, 2007, or Friday, March 30, 2007, on
a motion offered pursuant to this concurrent
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand adjourned until 2 p.m. on
Monday, April 16, 2007, or until the time of
any reassembly pursuant to section 2 of this
concurrent resolution, whichever occurs
first; and that when the Senate recesses or
adjourns on Thursday, March 29, 2007, on a
motion offered pursuant to this concurrent
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand recessed or adjourned until
noon on Tuesday, April 10, 2007, or such other
time on that day as may be specified by its
Majority Leader or his designee in the mo-
tion to recess or adjourn, or until the time of
any reassembly pursuant to section 2 of this
concurrent resolution, whichever occurs
first.

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the
Majority Leader of the Senate, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the
House and the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, shall notify the Members of the House
and the Senate, respectively, to reassemble
at such place and time as they may des-
ignate if, in their opinion, the public interest
shall warrant it.

———

STAR PRINT—S. 5

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that S. 5 be star printed
with the changes at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

CONDEMNING THE SEIZURE OF 15
BRITISH NAVAL PERSONNEL BY
IRAN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of S. Res. 136.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 136) expressing the
sense of the Senate condemning the seizure
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by the government of Iran of 15 British naval
personnel in Iraqi territorial waters, and
calling for their immediate safe and uncondi-
tional release.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 136

Whereas, on March 23, 2007, a naval vessel
of the United Kingdom, the HMS Cornwall,
was conducting routine operations in Iraqi
territorial waters pursuant to United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 1723 (2006)
and in support of the Government of Iraq;

Whereas, on March 23, 2007, a boarding
team consisting of 7 Royal Marines and 8
sailors embarked in 2 of the boats of the
HMS Cornwall to conduct a routine boarding
of an Indian flagged merchant vessel pursu-
ant to the authorization of United Nations
Security Council Resolution 1723 (2006);

Whereas, as Vice Admiral Charles Style,
Deputy Chief of the British Defense Staff
(Commitments), demonstrated in a presen-
tation on March 28, 2007, ‘‘the merchant ves-
sel was 7.5 nautical miles south east of the
Al Faw Peninsula, . . . 29 degrees 50.36 min-
utes North 048 degrees 43.08 minutes East.
This places her 1.7 nautical miles inside Iraqi
territorial waters. This fact has been con-
firmed by the Iraqi Foreign Ministry.”’;

Whereas at some point shortly after com-
pletion of the successful inspection of the
merchant ship, the two United Kingdom ves-
sels were surrounded and escorted by Iranian
Islamic Republican Guard Navy vessels to-
ward the Shatt ‘Al Arab Waterway and into
Iranian territorial waters;

Whereas, as Margaret Beckett, the Foreign
Secretary of the United Kingdom, stated to
the House of Commons on March 28, 2007,
even the coordinates of the seizure event
that were given by Iran’s Ambassador to the
United Kingdom at the Ambassador’s first
meeting with United Kingdom officials were
themselves in Iraqi waters;

Whereas Foreign Secretary Beckett noted
in that same statement that authorities of
the Government of Iran provided ‘‘corrected’
coordinates of the incident on March 25, 2007,
claiming that the event took place in Ira-
nian waters;

Whereas the merchant vessel that was
boarded had remained anchored since the
time it was boarded, and on March 25, 2007,
its location was verified to be in Iraqgi wa-
ters;

Whereas Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom Tony Blair stated on March 25,
2007, that ‘‘there is no doubt at all that these
people were taken from a boat in Iraqi wa-
ters. It is simply not true that they went
into Iranian territorial waters.”’; and

Whereas the Government of Iran has yet to
release the 15 British sailors it has been
holding captive since seizing the sailors from
Iraqi waters on March 23, 2007: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns in the strongest possible
terms the seizure by the Government of Iran
of 15 British naval personnel from Iraqi terri-
torial waters as a provocative and illegal
act; and

136) was
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(2) calls for the immediate, safe, and un-
conditional release of the personnel from
captivity.

————

DESIGNATING THE FIRST WEEK
OF APRIL 2007 AS ‘“NATIONAL
ASBESTOS AWARENESS WEEK”

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Judiciary Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. Res. 131 and the Senate
then proceed to its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 131) designating the
first week of April 2007 as ‘‘National Asbes-
tos Awareness Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise to
talk to you about an important resolu-
tion that the Senate adopted today:
the Asbestos Awareness Week resolu-
tion. This resolution recognizes the
first week in April as National Asbes-
tos Awareness Week.

This resolution acknowledges the
dangerous nature of asbestos. Impor-
tantly, it gives tribute to hundreds of
thousands of people who have died from
exposure.

To me, this resolution is very per-
sonal Deaths from exposure to asbestos
are common in my home State of Mon-
tana—all too common. Libby, MT is a
small community in the western part
of Montana. Libby is a very unique
place.

It is surrounded by the beauty and
splendor of the Cabinet Mountains. But
it is also plagued with sickness and dis-
ease. The extent of asbestos contami-
nation in Libby, the number of people
who are sick, the amount of people who
have died from asbestos exposures just
staggering.

The community of Libby suffers from
asbestos related diseases at 40 to 60
times higher than the rest of the coun-
try. Folks in Libby are diagnosed with
mesothelioma, the deadly form of can-
cer from asbestos, at 100 times higher
than the average rate.

Mesothelioma recently took the life
of a very dear friend of mine from
Libby—Les Skramstad. Just a few
weeks ago, I came to the floor to talk
about Les and how he was an out-
spoken advocate for Libby.

Until the day he died, Les worked
tirelessly to share his story and the
story of Libby’s quiet emergency.

The first night I met Les in January
of 2000, he challenged me to help all
those in Libby suffering from asbestos-
related diseases. Les challenged me ‘‘to
do something.”

He said: MAX, please, as a man like
me—as someone’s father too, as some-
one’s husband, as someone’s son, help
me. Help us. Help us make this town
safe for Libby’s sons and daughters not
even born yet. They should not suffer
my fate too. I was a miner and
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August 1, 2007, Congressional Record
Correction To Page S4223
On Page S4223, March 29, 2007, there are several references to S. Con. Res. 103.

The online version has been corrected to read: all references to S. Con. Res. 103 have been changed to read H. Con. Res. 103.
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