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have this opportunity in a historic mo-
ment. No, it does not ban abortion, and
most of us hope eventually that there
will be no need for that and that the
sanctity of life, at the earliest and at
the last moments, will be honored and
respected.

Again, I just want to thank the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS). I
am proud to be his classmate. I am
proud to be a colleague, and I thank
him for giving me the opportunity to
talk to my colleagues tonight.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank my precious friend PHIL
GINGREY from Georgia. It is a wonder-
ful thing to have a man here that has
the expertise of a doctor and an obste-
trician, to be able to speak to an issue
like this, and yet one who has main-
tained his commitment always to being
a help to someone, that would always
protect human life rather than to ever
try to take it from someone. I just
think he is a credit to his profession
and certainly a credit to this body.

Mr. Speaker, I suppose that tonight I
would just kind of recap here for a mo-
ment. A lot of people have mentioned
their family members, and I certainly
love every one of mine, but I will bring
to mind and to voice one special little
boy by the name of Landon Trent
Franks. Now, the fact that his name is
the same as mine is strictly a coinci-
dence, but I am thankful that his
daddy and his mother loved him
enough to give him a chance at life,
and I think at some point, probably the
time he is 21, he will be President of
the United States which is a great en-
couragement to me as well.

I understand that we are all proud of
our families, but whether a child
reaches the great heights in this life or
whether they just have a chance to
breathe in the breath of freedom and to
be able to walk on the free soil of the
United States of America or just to
have a chance to pursue this thing
called happiness in life, it is incumbent
upon all of us to recognize that we are
all mortal and that this gift of life is
the profoundest kind of miracle and
that America itself was founded on the
basic premise that every life was im-
portant, that it was a gift of God, and
that each one of us should work to try
to protect life and liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness for all of our fellow
human beings.

The tragedy of Roe v. Wade when it
came along, it just kind of took us all
by surprise, because you see, this was
not something that the country voted
on. This was not something that the
United States people as a whole de-
cided to bring about themselves.

This was something that erudite, and
might I say, Mr. Speaker, very arro-
gant and unjust members of the United
States Supreme Court took upon them-
selves to arrogate this thing, to take
away the constitutional rights of the
unborn child. It is the not the first
time that things like that have hap-
pened.

Back in 1857, in the Dred Scott deci-
sion, the Supreme Court said that the
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black man was not a person under the
Constitution, and it took a civil war to
reverse that tragedy. Today, we all
look back on that and we say how
could they have ever done that, and yet
we have killed 50 million of our own
children.

In the rise of the Nazi Holocaust, we
saw the German high tribunal say that
the Jews were subhuman and not per-
sons under the German Constitution,
and it precipitated a great tragedy.

Then in 1973 we saw the Supreme
Court take away the right to live of
the unborn child.

In all three cases, Mr. Speaker, not
only was there a great human tragedy
that followed, but there was a greater
one that followed as a result. The civil
war took more lives than any war in
our history. The world war that
changed the Nazi Holocaust took 50
million lives worldwide and it saw
atomic bombs fall on cities across the
world.

I have to say to you that I do not
know where America will finally end
up here. I do not know what the future
holds, but I am so encouraged today
that we have made a turn and that we
have come to ourselves to some degree
and said, you know, there is a time
when we can protect these little babies
in the womb, and I think if we come to
that conclusion, that something even
greater will happen. We will begin to
understand that these little miracles of
life in the womb are the beginning of
us all and that there is a way that
America can come up with a better so-
lution than abortion on demand, that
we are bigger than that as a people.

I am convinced that the day will
come some day, Mr. Speaker, when the
warm sunlight of life will break
through the clouds and once again
shine on the face of unborn children in
America. When that day comes it will
be people like PHIL GINGREY, it will be
people like CHRIS SMITH, it will be peo-
ple like BILL SALI, it will be people like
GRESHAM BARRETT, it will be people
like JIM JORDAN, people like ToDD
AKIN, people like JEB HENSARLING, pPeo-
ple like STEVE CHABOT, people like
George W. Bush the history will be
most aware of. They will remember
that these were individuals that,
through all the storm, held tightly to
the hand of a little baby until the
storm was gone.

Mr. Speaker, if I am wrong about
that, if somehow America never finds
its way back home on this issue, I am
still convinced of one thing more than
any other, and that is, that the Lord of
the universe hears the cries of abso-
lutely every one of his children, no
matter who or where they are. And if
time turns every star in heaven to
ashes, I know in my soul that eternal
moment of His deliverance will come
to each of them. And I hope that we do
the part He has given us to that end.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:
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Mrs. JONES of Ohio (at the request of
Mr. HOYER) for today on account of a
death in the family.

Mr. CANTOR (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today and the balance of
the week on account of a death in the
family.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. ScoTT of Georgia) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. MCDERMOTT,
today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 6 minutes, today.

Ms. Souls, for 5 minutes, today.

——
0O 2115
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 15 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, April 19, 2007, at 10
a.m.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1117. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting the De-
partment’s report entitled, ‘‘Assessment of
the Cattle and Hog Industries’ for Calendar
Year 2006, pursuant to Public Law 106-472; to
the Committee on Agriculture.

1118. A letter from the Director, Pentagon
Renovation and Construction Program Of-
fice, Department of Defense, transmitting
the seventeenth annual report on the Pen-
tagon Renovation and Construction Pro-
gram, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 2674; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

1119. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Attorney General, Department of Justice,
transmitting the 2006 Annual Report regard-
ing the Department’s enforcement activities
under the Equal Credit Opportunity Act,
pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 1691f; to the Committee
on Financial Services.

1120. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Financial Institutions Examination Council,
transmitting the Council’s 2006 Annual Re-
port, pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 3305; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

1121. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Department’s Fiscal Year 2006 annual report
as required by the Superfund Amendments
and Reauthorization Act (SARA) of 1986, as
amended, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 9620; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

1122. A letter from the Electric Energy
Market Competition Task Force, transmit-
ting the Task Force’s report to Congress on
competition in wholesale and retail markets
for electric energry, pursuant to Section 1815
of the Energy Policy Act of 2005; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

for 5 minutes,
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