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that she has contributed to our great
society.

———

CHAIRWOMAN JUANITA
MILLENDER-McDONALD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. AL GREEN) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 1 minute.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, first allow me to please say amen to
the words of the Honorable MAXINE WA-
TERS.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to celebrate the
superlative life of a superb woman, the
Honorable Juanita Millender-McDon-
ald. Indeed, she was a devoted wife, a
loving mother, a superior scholar, a
preeminent educator, and a powerful
legislator.

Notwithstanding all of this, Mr.
Speaker, she had a positive air and a
special flair. She was a pillar of pro-
bity. Her integrity was beyond re-
proach. She was a repository of re-
spect. Her mere presence commanded
respect. She was the queen of self-es-
teem. She was comely, courtly and
stately with a positive personality.

We were truly blessed to have her
among us, she will surely be missed by
us, and I thank God for her.

—————

CHAIRWOMAN JUANITA
MILLENDER-McDONALD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. DAVIS) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 3 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Alabama. I thank the
Chair for recognizing me.

Members of the House, we tend to use
the term ‘‘friend’’ very liberally in this
institution. We often apply it to any-
one with whom we have had more than
a casual or passing conversation. Jua-
nita Millender-McDonald was someone
that I genuinely viewed as a friend, not
in the way the Members of the House
use that term but in the way that ordi-
nary people who are watching this on
television use it.

There were a lot of days when we sat
on this floor and we talked together.
There were a lot of days when we sat
on this floor and we exchanged con-
fidences. There were a lot of days when
we sat on this floor and I spoke to her
of my aspirations and my goals and she
spoke to me of hers. There were times
when I spoke of my family and she
spoke of her abiding, continuing faith
in her family.

Many people do not realize because
she did not speak of it a great deal, but
Juanita was from Birmingham, Ala-
bama, and it is a tragedy that a black
woman born in 1937 or 1938 felt that she
had to leave the State of Alabama to
reach her full promise. Juanita did.
And it was my State’s loss. She went to
the State of California, and so many of
my colleagues have told the story of
her wonderful ascension and her won-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

derful career there. But she always re-
tained memories of growing up in the
South. She always retained memories
of growing up in a segregated environ-
ment. And her family, much of it re-
mains there.

Another thing that was not widely
known, Juanita’s brother, Shelley
Millender, was a longtime radio talk
show host in the city of Birmingham
and I have had a long-time attachment
to him. When I ran for this job for the
first time, there were very few people
who would welcome me onto their pro-
grams or into their forums. The very
first one to do so was Shelley
Millender. He did it constantly and I
have always appreciated that.

Juanita’s nephew, Shelley, Jr., has
become a friend of mine and I always
enjoyed telling her how proud she
should be of him and how well he con-
ducts himself in the city of Bir-
mingham.

So, Mr. Speaker, what I want to say
today, Juanita Millender-McDonald
was a phenomenally elegant, restrained
and dignified woman. She richly de-
served the title Madam Chairwoman
that she was just beginning to wear so
well, and I will remember my last con-
versation with her sitting just off this
floor. It was not uncommon for us to
gather and talk about what was going
on as we left the floor. I remember her
telling me during that conversation
how much she looked forward to her
work on the House Administration
Committee. I remember her telling me
how much she looked forward to sev-
eral hearings that were upcoming. She
never had the chance to do that which
she talked about that day. But I will
always remember her confidence, her
courage, and her decency. And as she
and her family watch and as they pre-
pare for God to take her back to her
home in heaven, know that the time
she spent here was well served and the
legacy that she left honors her native
State of Alabama, my State, and the
State she adopted and served so ably,
California.

REMEMBERING JUANITA
MILLENDER-McDONALD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. JACKSON) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 3 minutes.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to send condolences to the
family of my colleague, Chairwoman
Juanita Millender-McDonald, and let
them know that they are in my heart
and in my prayers. I also want to send
condolences to the people of the 37th
Congressional District of California
who placed their faith and trust in the
strong, dedicated and elegant Juanita
Millender-McDonald.

You have heard from some of my col-
leagues about the many firsts that
Juanita achieved here in the Congress
of the United States, including serving
as the first African American woman
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to chair a full committee in the United
States House of Representatives. But I
just want to take a moment to reflect
upon an aspect of her strength that was
not readily apparent but clearly on dis-
play long before she came to Congress.
While some of us have focused on the
life that she lived, I want to talk about
the Juanita Millender-McDonald who
did not believe in self-pity but believed
in using what she had to make a dif-
ference.

While many of my colleagues will
come to this mike and talk about the
life that she lived and her service to a
grateful Nation, Juanita Millender-
McDonald taught us something about
character in her transition. No self-
pity. Not a single Member of Congress
knew that Juanita was ailing and that
her ailment was terminal. Juanita did
not want to walk around the House of
Representatives and have Members of
Congress feeling pity for her or feeling
sad for her or making special speeches
or concessions to her. She wanted all of
us to recognize that we live our lives as
if life is certain and death is uncertain,
when in reality it is death that is cer-
tain and life that is uncertain. And,
therefore, each of us is under an obliga-
tion to do the very best that we can
with the time that God has given us on
this Earth and in this world.

The Bible talks about serving this
present age. ‘O may all my powers be
engaged to do my Master’s will.”” Clear-
ly the type of ailment that ailed our
colleague and our close and dear friend,
Juanita Millender-McDonald, was not
the kind of ailment that strikes one
suddenly. She knew about it for quite
some time and chose not to share it
with Members of Congress. That is a
statement about her dignity. It is a
statement about her commitment to
public service. It is a statement about
character. And it is a statement about
her strength under extraordinarily life-
threatening odds.

Juanita Millender-McDonald was
married, she raised five children, and
then went to college to launch an im-
pressive and inspiring career at an age
when many people start slowing down.
She combined higher education with
her native Alabama wisdom and she set
out to show women and men in life and
in death that no matter where you
came from, you can go where you want
to go. She was a living example of the
power of not only keeping your eyes on
the prize but putting in the old-fash-
ioned elbow grease to earn it.

No self-pity. She didn’t want people
looking down on her or feeling bad
about her or seeing her physical ail-
ments. No self-pity. She possessed the
necessary tough-mindedness combined
with the tenderheartedness that Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. talked about.
She understood, and Dr. King wrote,
“There is little hope for us until we be-
come tough-minded enough to break
loose from the shackles of prejudice,
half-truths and downright ignorance.
The shape of the world today does not
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