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PAYING TRIBUTE TO FRANK
MARTIN

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor my good friend Frank Martin and
congratulate him on 30 years of exceptional
success as the President and C.E.O. of Mar-
tin-Harris Construction.

Frank founded Martin-Harris Construction in
1976 with five associates and a vision. Over
30 years his vision has been realized many
times over. Since its inception, Martin-Harris
has been granted general contracting licenses
in Arizona, California, New Mexico and Utah
and currently has over 400 associates gener-
ating over $340 million in 2006. Martin-Harris
Construction has been recognzed as an indus-
try leader; their accolades include the Ernst &
Young Entrepreneur of the Year for the Inland
Empire Region and the Las Vegas Chamber
of Commerce Community Achievement Award
in Business. They have also been recognized
by the National Association of Industrial and
Office Properties as the Top Contracting firm
in 2001, 2003, 2004, 2006 and 2007.

In addition to Frank’s exceptional business
success he has made a profound impact on
the community through his involvement with
numerous community organizations. Frank
presently serves on the board of directors of
U.S. Bank and Opportunity Village. He is a
Life Time Board Member of the AGC, UNLV
Foundation, and the CCSN Foundation Board.
Frank and his wife, Bonnie, have also hosted
the annual Miss Kitty’s Jeans to Jewels fund-
raiser for Opportunity Village since 2001 at
their Bitter Root Ranch.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor my
friend Frank Martin. His successes in business
and philanthropic pursuits are truly commend-
able and his dedication to community should
serve as an example to us all. | wish him the
best in his future endeavors.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE
“MEDICARE FOR ALL ACT”

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, our Na-
tion’s healthcare system boasts many tri-
umphs—and many failures. As a nation we
spend more than $1.9 trillion on health care,
yet the number of those without insurance
continues to grow. At last count, more than 46
million Americans under age 65 had no health
insurance. This is an increase of 1.3 million
people from the previous year, and continues
this upward trend that began in 2000.

Those individuals who lack health insurance
often forgo vital treatment and are left to de-
pend upon a thinning safety net of healthcare
providers. No health insurance often means fil-
ing medical bankruptcies or, worse yet, be-
coming one of the 18,000 premature American
deaths each year that are attributable to lack-
ing health insurance.

It is time to act. Today | am introducing
“Medicare for All.” It will make the tried, true,
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and trusted Medicare program available to ev-
eryone under age 65. Citizens will also have
the option of selecting from any of the health
benefit plans available to Members of Con-
gress, the President, and Federal employees.
People with lower incomes will continue to re-
ceive extra help with cost-sharing and pre-
miums in order to access Medicare services.

According to the Institute of Medicine, insur-
ing all Americans would actually save the
country $380 billion a year, partly because we
already pay for the health care of the unin-
sured, who wait until they are in crisis and
often receive their care in emergency rooms.
If comprehensive healthcare coverage is avail-
able to all Americans, better preventative serv-
ices and earlier treatments will be received,
lowering healthcare costs. All Americans will
reap the economic benefits of a healthier na-
tion, from a stronger economy to lower health
insurance expenses.

This plan will save not only lives, but also
American jobs. American companies are com-
peting in the international marketplace against
businesses that do not directly bear the costs
of providing their employees and retirees with
health care.

As a result of a slowing economy earlier in
the decade and healthcare premiums increas-
ing faster than wages and incomes, the num-
ber of people with employer-based health in-
surance coverage continues to decline. Ap-
proximately 12.4 million people lost their em-
ployer-based insurance between 2000 and
2005. Premiums for family coverage have in-
creased by 87 percent since 2000. American
companies are trying to do the right thing, but
it is getting more difficult.

| urge my colleagues—both Democrats and
Republicans—to support this bill, and join me
in addressing the healthcare crisis faced by
millions of Americans today.

JAMES L. WOOD—SOCIOLOGIST,
POLITICAL ACTIVIST

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, my friend
and colleague, James L. Wood, died on
Wednesday, April 18, following a brief bout
with an aggressive cancer. Since his retire-
ment from San Diego State University in May
2005, Jim and his wife Patsy lived in Berkeley.
Jim was an inspirational teacher and reform
activist. These passions animated him
throughout his life, both in his family relations
and in his engagement with the larger world.

Jim was born in Oakland, CA, in 1941. After
graduating from the Oakland public schools,
he enrolled in the University of California,
Berkeley, where he earned his Bachelor's de-
gree and Ph.D. in sociology. As a student at
Berkeley, Jim met his future wife Patsy. They
studied at Berkeley in extraordinary times,
when national and world affairs and their aca-
demic aspirations converged. Jim’s first day of
graduate school, October 1, 1964, marked the
beginning of the Free Speech movement. Ad-
ditionally, the Civil Rights movement and the
anti-war movement’s mobilization of students
and broad segments of the general public
against the U.S. involvement in war in South-
east Asia influenced Jim to study collective
behavior and mass movements.

E871

Upon completion of his doctoral studies at
Berkeley, Jim moved to San Diego and joined
the Sociology Department at San Diego State
University (SDSU) in 1975. His scholarship
and teaching focused on social movements
and political sociology. He also taught courses
on statistics and methodology. Jim assumed
the duties of Department Chair, from 1991 to
2000. During these years at SDSU, Jim au-
thored and co-authored many articles and
books addressing civil rights, collective behav-
ior and student activism, social movements,
and sociological traditions.

When State budget allocations for the Cali-
fornia State University system (CSU) declined,
in the early 1990s, efforts of the SDSU leader-
ship to restructure departments on that cam-
pus, including elimination of the Sociology De-
partment, prompted Jim to focus intensively on
the politics of higher education. As an activist
and leader in the SDSU Chapter of the Cali-
fornia Faculty Association, Jim was part of a
faculty-student coalition that prompted the res-
toration of nine academic departments that
had been slated for dismantling, and the with-
drawal of termination notices for the numerous
tenured faculty who would have been dis-
missed. For the CFA Chapter, Jim chaired the
legislative committee. He also actively partici-
pated in other organizations, including the
American Sociological Association. He was a
member and elected officer of the American
Association of University Professors. In 1996,
he was a founding member and later became
president of the San Diego-based Faculty Co-
alition for Public Higher Education, which sup-
ports funding stabilization for the State’s public
colleges and universities, the protection of ten-
ure in the face of the expansion and exploi-
tation of contingent faculty ranks, faculty con-
trol of technology in the classroom, and the
exposure of corporate influence in higher edu-
cation.

Following retirement, Jim and Patsy reset-
tled in Berkeley. Jim continued to be active in
sharing information and supporting the reforms
for the community colleges and universities to
which he had devoted so much energy over
the years.

For colleagues and friends, the memory of
Jim as a committed professor and activist will
continue as an inspiration.

Jim is survived by his wife Patsy and
daughter Ann, both of Berkeley, and son Jeff
of Los Angeles.

A memorial service will be held on Satur-
day, April 28, at 2 p.m. at the Unity Church,
2075 Eunice Street, Berkeley, CA.

HONORING ROBERT D. FITZER
HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Robert D. Fitzer, a longtime
clarinetist, music educator, and community ac-
tivist in the Mahoning Valley.

Robert Fitzer was born in Youngstown, Ohio
to former YSU Dana School of Music faculty
members James Fitzer and Dolores Severino.
By the time he was in 8th grade he was a
member of the Youngstown Symphony Youth
Orchestra. He studied clarinet at Northwestern
University, where he was a member of their
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