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wheat, barley, and alfalfa, and he used 
to run some cattle. But the continuing 
drought has hurt his operation. The 
reservoir near his operation, Bynum 
Reservoir, has been almost empty for 
the past 5 years because of this 
drought, and in 2005 Tom had to sell off 
his 120 head of cattle he used to run on 
his ranch. In February of this year, 
Tom wrote me this letter. What it says 
is: 

I am writing to you in need of your assist-
ance. I own and operate a small farm and 
ranch north of Choteau. Because of the con-
tinuing drought conditions in this area, 
making it from one year to the next has been 
a real challenge. In my present cir-
cumstances, it may become impossible [to 
stay in business]. 

Now Tom is in danger of losing his 
crop insurance and is looking for help 
from me, and from us, and from the 
President, to help him through these 
difficult times. 

Another farmer in Montana, from 
Dagmar, wrote about conditions last 
year during the growing season. He 
writes that it is a foggy morning, no 
meaningful precipitation, but it cooled 
down some, which is good news in the 
heat of summer with little moisture. 
But the damage was done. Some of the 
late seeding re-crop had the top half of 
the head burnt right off. 

What does that mean, in a nutshell? 
He is not going to cut much of a crop 
and it is not going to have much qual-
ity when he does get it in the bin. What 
does that mean in reality? That means 
no money to pay expenses, to pay for 
insurance, to pay for heating, to pay 
for seeding costs; no money to buy gro-
ceries, to pay that operating loan or 
mortgage loan. 

That is why it is so critically impor-
tant that the President of the United 
States sign this supplemental. Farmers 
and ranchers in Montana and through-
out this country have suffered long 
enough. They have dedicated their 
lives to feeding the world, and it is the 
very least we can do to provide them 
with the assistance they need to keep 
going. 

Before I finish, I want to talk a little 
bit about our great men and women 
who are serving in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. They have done everything we 
have asked and they have done it very 
well. This supplemental bill also gives 
our troops all the funding they need, 
and more, to meet the needs not ad-
dressed by the President’s request. It 
provides a plan to get our troops out of 
the Middle East in this civil war they 
find themselves engaged in, and back 
to fighting the real war, the war on 
terrorism. 

It sets a goal, not a deadline, of being 
out of Iraq by the spring of 2008. But it 
allows our troops to continue to train 
the Iraqi security forces, to conduct 
operations against terrorist groups, 
and to protect United States assets. 
This is hardly handcuffing the Presi-
dent of this country. This is a respon-
sible plan to continue our fight against 
terrorism while getting our troops out 
of this Iraqi civil war. 

For these reasons, I urge the Presi-
dent of the United States to sign this 
emergency supplemental into law. No 
more excuses, sign the supplemental. 
Our troops, our farmers, the people of 
this country, deserve no less. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ALLARD. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ALLARD. Madam President, I 
understand we are in morning business, 
is that correct? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct. 

f 

BIPARTISANSHIP 
Mr. ALLARD. Madam President, I 

came to the floor today to express my 
surprise that any Member of this body 
could attempt to characterize the cur-
rent political situation as one in which 
the administration is failing to work 
with Congress. Any realistic discussion 
of today’s political climate must 
revolve around the fact that the cur-
rent majority has refused to work in 
any meaningful way with the minority 
party. The most blatant example of 
this is in the use of cloture by the ma-
jority leader to avoid consensus on the 
consideration of legislation. 

In the 110th Congress, the majority 
leader so far has filed 24 cloture mo-
tions. During the same timeframe in 
the first session of the 109th Congress, 
Republicans had only filed five cloture 
motions. In the 108th Congress, by this 
date Republicans had only filed five 
cloture motions. 

Just as surprising were the cir-
cumstances that surrounded General 
Petraeus’s briefing yesterday. What I 
found remarkable was the original in-
stinct of the Speaker of the House and 
our Senate majority leader was to 
avoid meeting the general here on Cap-
itol Hill. Can you imagine that? The 
most important issue of our day is Iraq 
and the man we unanimously approved 
to lead our efforts is not worth their 
time to hear from? The only expla-
nation for this is that the disdain felt 
by the majority in working with the 
minority and the administration was 
also extended to working with our 
military. 

Of course, once it was clear that 
there was public outcry in not meeting 
General Petraeus, they relented. But 
what was also evident is there was an 
effort to avoid actually believing any-
thing the general had to say about the 
situation on the ground. General 
Petraeus is not giving us information 
that has been filtered through some po-
litical process. He is giving a factual 
and sobering account of what is hap-
pening, block by block, in Iraq. 

Yet the other side of the aisle, with a 
few exceptions, wants to cover their 

ears and not listen to the facts. They 
would rather pretend they know what 
is going on in Iraq rather than hear it 
from the general again. 

The situation in Iraq is a dynamic 
and ever-changing one, and after yes-
terday’s briefing, it is more clear to me 
than ever that we must resist arbitrary 
deadlines to our fight in Iraq. 

But my Democratic colleagues would 
rather play politics with our men and 
women in the field and score a few 
points for the far left wing of their 
party. They would rather play politics 
on the Senate floor than work to pass 
meaningful legislation. 

I ask the majority leader and the 
other side of the aisle to put politics 
aside and do the right thing, work in a 
truly bipartisan manner to do what the 
American people expect us to do. 

This obstruction and unwillingness 
to work in a truly bipartisan effort to 
provide funding to our troops who are 
even now in harm’s way is outrageous 
and disappointing. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR). The clerk will call the 
roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington is recognized. 

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

FORMER SPEAKER JOHN O’BRIEN 

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I 
rise today to commemorate and pay 
tribute to the life of a great Washing-
tonian, a great American, and someone 
who in the State of Washington will be 
remembered for his great contributions 
and who will be remembered across our 
country. I am talking about our former 
Washington State Speaker of the 
House, John L. O’Brien, who died this 
past week at the age of 95. Speaker 
O’Brien actually passed away on the 
last day of this year’s legislative ses-
sion, almost an appropriate dedication 
for him for the remembrance of his 
service in our State government. 

I am proud to say John L. O’Brien 
was a good friend, a mentor, and some-
one who imparted a lot of political wis-
dom in the State of Washington. He 
served in our State legislature for 52 
years, from 1939 to 1993, and he served 
as speaker of the house for a chunk of 
that period, 1955 to 1963. He served 
under nine different Governors. At one 
point in time, I believe, he held the 
record in our country for the longest 
serving State legislator. 

He did a tremendous job as majority 
leader; I am sure at times as minority 
leader; as speaker, as I mentioned, 
speaker pro tem. I believe he served on 
every single committee in our State 
legislature. He led our State’s govern-
ment through some great challenges 
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