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S. RES. 125 

Whereas in the United States and around 
the world, more than 1,000 species are offi-
cially designated as at risk of extinction and 
thousands more also face a heightened risk 
of extinction; 

Whereas the actual and potential benefits 
derived from many species have not yet been 
fully discovered and would be permanently 
lost if not for conservation efforts; 

Whereas recovery efforts for species such 
as the whooping crane, Kirtland’s warbler, 
the peregrine falcon, the gray wolf, the gray 
whale, the grizzly bear, and others have re-
sulted in great improvements in the viabil-
ity of such species; 

Whereas saving a species requires a com-
bination of sound research, careful coordina-
tion, and intensive management of conserva-
tion efforts, along with increased public 
awareness and education; 

Whereas two-thirds of endangered or 
threatened species reside on private lands; 

Whereas voluntary cooperative conserva-
tion programs have proven to be critical for 
habitat restoration and species recovery; and 

Whereas education and increasing public 
awareness are the first steps in effectively 
informing the public about endangered spe-
cies and species restoration efforts: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 18, 2007, as ‘‘Endangered 

Species Day’’; and 
(2) encourages— 
(A) educational entities to spend at least 30 

minutes on Endangered Species Day teach-
ing and informing students about threats to, 
and the restoration of, endangered species 
around the world, including the essential 
role of private landowners and private stew-
ardship to the protection and recovery of 
species; 

(B) organizations, businesses, private land-
owners, and agencies with a shared interest 
in conserving endangered species to collabo-
rate on educational information for use in 
schools; and 

(C) the people of the United States to ob-
serve the day with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

f 

DESIGNATING JUNE 20, 2007, AS 
‘‘AMERICAN EAGLE DAY’’ 

The resolution (S. Res. 146) Desig-
nating June 20, 2007, as ‘‘American 
Eagle Day,’’ and celebrating the recov-
ery and restoration of the American 
bald eagle, the national symbol of the 
United States, was agreed to; as fol-
lows: 

S. RES. 146 

Whereas, the bald eagle was designated as 
the national emblem of the United States on 
June 20, 1782, by our country’s Founding Fa-
thers at the Second Continental Congress; 

Whereas, the bald eagle is the central 
image used in the Great Seal of the United 
States and the seals of the President and 
Vice President; 

Whereas, the image of the bald eagle is dis-
played in the official seal of many branches 
and departments of the Federal Government, 
including— 

(1) Congress; 
(2) the Supreme Court; 
(3) the Department of Defense; 
(4) the Department of the Treasury; 
(5) the Department of Justice; 
(6) the Department of State; 
(7) the Department of Commerce; 
(8) the Department of Homeland Security; 
(9) the Department of Veterans Affairs; 
(10) the Department of Labor; 

(11) the Department of Health and Human 
Services; 

(12) the Department of Energy; 
(13) the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development; 
(14) the Central Intelligence Agency; and 
(15) the United States Postal Service; 
Whereas, the bald eagle is an inspiring 

symbol of the American spirit of freedom 
and democracy; 

Whereas, the image, meaning, and sym-
bolism of the bald eagle have played a sig-
nificant role in American art, music, his-
tory, literature, architecture, and culture 
since the founding of our Nation; 

Whereas, the bald eagle is featured promi-
nently on United States stamps, currency, 
and coinage; 

Whereas, the habitat of bald eagles exists 
only in North America; 

Whereas, by 1963, the number of nesting 
pairs of bald eagles in the lower 48 States 
had dropped to about 417; 

Whereas, the bald eagle was first listed as 
an endangered species in 1967 under the En-
dangered Species Preservation Act, the Fed-
eral law that preceded the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973; 

Whereas, caring and concerned citizens of 
the United States in the private and public 
sectors banded together to save, and help en-
sure the protection of, bald eagles; 

Whereas, in 1995, as a result of the efforts 
of those caring and concerned citizens, bald 
eagles were removed from the ‘‘endangered’’ 
species list and upgraded to the less imper-
iled ‘‘threatened’’ status under the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973; 

Whereas, by 2006, the number of bald eagles 
in the lower 48 States had increased to ap-
proximately 7,000 to 8,000 nesting pairs; 

Whereas, the administration is likely to of-
ficially delist the bald eagle from both the 
‘‘endangered’’ and ‘‘threatened’’ species lists 
under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
with a final decision expected no later than 
June 29, 2007; 

Whereas, if delisted under the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973, bald eagles should be 
provided strong protection under the Bald 
and Golden Eagle Protection Act and the Mi-
gratory Bird Treaty Act; 

Whereas, bald eagles would have been per-
manently extinct if not for vigilant con-
servation efforts of concerned citizens and 
strict protection laws; 

Whereas, the dramatic recovery of the bald 
eagle population is an endangered species 
success story and an inspirational example 
for other wildlife and natural resource con-
servation efforts around the world; 

Whereas, the initial recovery of the bald 
eagle population was accomplished by the 
concerted efforts of numerous government 
agencies, corporations, organizations, and 
individuals; and 

Whereas, the sustained recovery of the 
bald eagle population will require the con-
tinuation of recovery, management, edu-
cation, and public awareness programs, to 
ensure that the population and habitat of 
bald eagles will remain healthy and secure 
for future generations: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates June 20, 2007, as ‘‘American 

Eagle Day’’; and 
(2) encourages— 
(A) educational entities, organizations, 

businesses, conservation groups, and govern-
ment agencies with a shared interest in con-
serving endangered species to collaborate on 
education information for use in schools; and 

(B) the people of the United States to ob-
serve American Eagle Day with appropriate 
ceremonies and other activities. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am 
pleased that today the Senate has 

agreed to S. Res. 146, a bipartisan reso-
lution establishing a national Amer-
ican Eagle Day, on June 20, 2007, the 
day the bald eagle was selected as our 
national emblem during the Second 
Continental Congress in 1782. I am de-
lighted that the bald eagle is scheduled 
to be ‘‘delisted’’ from the Endangered 
Species Act on June 20 of this year. I 
commend Senators ALEXANDER and 
BYRD for their work on this resolution. 

The bald eagle has been protected 
under Federal law since Congress 
passed the Bald and Golden Eagle Pro-
tection Act in 1940. This law prohibits 
the taking, possessing, or commerce of 
both bald and golden eagles. The En-
dangered Species Act of 1973 reinforced 
protection of the bald eagle. I am a 
longtime supporter of the Endangered 
Species Act, a landmark environ-
mental law that provides crucial pro-
tection to fish and wildlife on the verge 
of extinction. 

Vermont is actually one of the only 
States in the continental United States 
without nesting bald eagles. Senator 
JEFFORDS funded a program about 
three years ago where orphaned or 
threatened nestlings were relocated 
from sites between Maryland and 
Maine to nests in the Dead Creek State 
wildlife management area in Addison 
County, VT, along Lake Champlain. 

About 25 individual birds were suc-
cessfully raised and released from nests 
there. While eagles usually return to 
nest in the general area where they 
were nestlings, it can take up to 4 
years. Vermont fish and wildlife staff 
are closely monitoring the effort to see 
if Vermont will be successful in joining 
other states as a home to the bald 
eagle. 

I support the passage of this resolu-
tion, which would allow all of us to cel-
ebrate the successful recovery of the 
bald eagle, and to remember the free-
doms and ideals that the eagle rep-
resents as a symbol of our country. 

f 

SACRIFICE MADE BY THE MEN 
AND WOMEN WHO HAVE LOST 
THEIR LIVES WHILE SERVING AS 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
resolution (S. Res. 162) commemorating 
and acknowledging the dedication and 
sacrifice made by the men and women 
who have lost their lives while serving 
as law enforcement officers. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am 
pleased the Senate is considering today 
a bipartisan resolution to designate 
May 15, 2007, as National Peace Officers 
Memorial Day that Senator SPECTER 
and I introduced along with the major-
ity leader, and Senators BIDEN, GRASS-
LEY, CORNYN, STABENOW, MENENDEZ, 
DURBIN, KOHL, KENNEDY and 
BROWNBACK. Last week, the Judiciary 
Committee favorably reported this res-
olution unanimously. I thank all mem-
bers of the Judiciary Committee and 
the cosponsors on this bipartisan reso-
lution for their support in recognizing 
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the sacrifices that law enforcement of-
ficers make each day for the American 
people. 

This is now the eleventh year run-
ning that I have been involved in this 
resolution to honor the sacrifice and 
commitment of those law enforcement 
officers who give their lives serving 
their communities. For many years I 
introduced this resolution with my 
friend Senator CAMPBELL, a former 
deputy sheriff. Both SENATOR CAMP-
BELL, and I, as a former prosecutor, 
witnessed firsthand the risks faced by 
law enforcement officers every day 
while they serve and protect our com-
munities. I am pleased that Senator 
SPECTER, himself a former prosecutor, 
former chair of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, and now our ranking member, 
has become the lead Republican spon-
sor of this bipartisan measure. 

Currently, more than 870,000 men and 
women who guard our communities do 
so at great risk. After the hijacked 
planes hit the World Trade Center in 
New York City on September 11, 2001, 
72 peace officers died while trying to 
ensure that their fellow citizens in 
those buildings got to safety. That act 
of terrorism resulted in the highest 
number of peace officers ever killed in 
a single incident in the history of our 
country, and is a tragic reminder of 
how important it is for the Congress to 
provide all of the resources necessary 
to protect officers in the line of duty. 

Since the first recorded police death 
in 1792, there have been more than 
17,900 law enforcement officers who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice. We 
are fortunate in Vermont that we rank 
as the State with the fewest officer 
deaths in history. With 19 deaths, how-
ever, that is 19 deaths too many. In 
2006, 147 law enforcement officers died 
while serving in the line of duty, well 
below the decade-long average of 165 
deaths annually, and a drop from 2005 
when 156 officers were killed. That is 
147 officers too many. We need to con-
tinue our support for better equipment 
and the increased use of bullet-resist-
ant vests, improved training, and ad-
vanced emergency medical care. I hope 
as the 110th Congress moves forward 
that all Senators can work together to 
ensure that all of our law enforcement 
officers and their families have the full 
support and the resources they need 
from the Federal Government. 

I am proud of the work I have been 
involved in to help make it safer on the 
beat for our officers. Back in 1998, Sen-
ator Campbell and I authored the Bul-
letproof Vest Grant Partnership Act in 
response to the tragic Carl Drega 
shootout on the Vermont-New Hamp-
shire border, in which two State troop-
ers who lacked bulletproof vests were 
killed. Since then, we have successfully 
reauthorized this program three more 
times: In the Bulletproof Vest Partner-
ship Grant Act of 2000, in the State 
Justice Institute Reauthorization Act 
of 2004, and most recently as part of 
the Violence Against Women and De-
partment of Justice Reauthorization 

Act of 2005. It is now authorized at $50 
million per year through fiscal year 
2009 to help State, tribal and local ju-
risdictions purchase armor vests for 
use by law enforcement officers. I have 
already begun to work with my col-
leagues to make sure that the bullet-
proof vest partnership grant program is 
fully funded this year. Bulletproof 
vests have saved the lives of thousands 
of officers and are a fundamental line 
of defense that no officer should be 
without. I know I am not alone in call-
ing for the Senate to fully fund the bul-
letproof vest partnership program and I 
hope the Congress agrees that it is cru-
cially important that we provide the 
funding authorized for this program. 
Hundreds of thousands of police offi-
cers are counting on us. 

I am also pleased to join with Sen-
ator REED and others to introduce the 
Equity in Law Enforcement Act, which 
will provide parity in Federal benefits 
for law enforcement officers working in 
private educational institutions and 
for our Nation’s rail carriers. Among 
these benefits are access to grants 
under the bulletproof vest partnership, 
and survivor benefits. All of the men 
and women who serve our society as 
law enforcement officers should be 
equally entitled to all of the benefits 
the Federal Government provides, no 
matter where they serve. 

I think we can all agree that the men 
and women in law enforcement who 
have sacrificed for our safety deserve 
our deep gratitude and respect. Na-
tional Peace Officers Memorial Day 
will offer the people of the United 
States, in their communities, in their 
State capitals, and in the Nation’s Cap-
ital, the opportunity to honor and re-
flect on the extraordinary service and 
sacrifice given year after year by our 
police forces. 

Our Nation’s law enforcement offi-
cers deserve our commitment to pro-
tect those who help keep us all safe. 
They are the real-life heroes; too many 
of whom too often make the ultimate 
sacrifice. It is important to support 
and respect our State and local police 
officers and all of our first responders, 
and to recognize their role in upholding 
the rule of law and keeping our Na-
tion’s citizens safe and secure. During 
the week of May 13, more than 20,000 
peace officers are expected to gather in 
Washington to join with the families of 
their fallen comrades. I thank the Sen-
ate for joining in honoring their serv-
ice and passing this bipartisan resolu-
tion. 

The amendment (No. 1007) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

AMENDMENT NO. 1007 
On page 2, strike the first whereas clause 

and insert: 
Whereas peace officers are on the front 

lines in protecting the schools and school-
children of the United States; 

The resolution (S. Res. 162), as 
amended, was agreed to. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, as 
amended, reads as follows: 

S. RES. 162 

Whereas the well-being of all citizens of 
the United States is preserved and enhanced 
as a direct result of the vigilance and dedica-
tion of law enforcement personnel; 

Whereas more than 900,000 men and 
women, at great risk to their personal safe-
ty, presently serve their fellow citizens as 
guardians of the peace; 

Whereas peace officers are on the front 
lines in protecting the schools and school-
children of the United States; 

Whereas 147 peace officers across the 
United States were killed in the line of duty 
during 2006, which is below the decade-long 
annual average of 167 deaths; 

Whereas a number of factors contributed 
to this reduction in deaths, including— 

(1) better equipment and increased use of 
bullet-resistant vests; 

(2) improved training; 
(3) longer prison terms for violent offend-

ers; and 
(4) advanced emergency medical care; 
Whereas every other day, 1 out of every 16 

peace officers is assaulted, 1 out of every 56 
peace officers is injured, and 1 out of every 
5,500 peace officers is killed in the line of 
duty somewhere in the United States; and 

Whereas on May 15, 2007, more than 20,000 
peace officers are expected to gather in 
Washington, D.C., to join with the families 
of their recently fallen comrades to honor 
those comrades and all others who went be-
fore them: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes May 15, 2007, as ‘‘Peace Offi-

cers Memorial Day’’, in honor of the Federal, 
State, and local officers that have been 
killed or disabled in the line of duty; and 

(2) calls on the people of the United States 
to observe that day with appropriate cere-
monies and respect. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 2, 
2007 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it stand 
adjourned until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, 
May 2; that on Wednesday, following 
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of 
proceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, and 
the time for the two leaders be re-
served for their use later in the day; 
that there then be a period of morning 
business for 60 minutes, with the first 
half controlled by the majority and the 
final portion under the control of the 
Republicans; that at the close of morn-
ing business the Senate then resume 
consideration of S. 1082, and the man-
datory quorum call under rule XXII be 
waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate this evening, I now ask unani-
mous consent the Senate stand ad-
journed under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:49 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, May 2, 2007, at 9:30 a.m. 
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