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IRS is currently barred from placing a 
tax levy on the taxpayer’s property. In 
the case of Medicare providers and 
other federal contractors, that means 
federal dollars continue to go into 
their pockets, without any with-
holding, despite their unpaid taxes. 

While it may be appropriate to delay 
tax levies on most types of taxpayer 
property until a taxpayer’s appeals are 
exhausted, it makes no sense to keep 
sending taxpayer dollars to a tax delin-
quent Medicare provider or other fed-
eral contractor while they are appeal-
ing the tax assessment. Withholding 
should be allowed when it is taxpayer 
dollars that are being paid to the tax 
delinquent. That’s why our bill would 
create a special rule for federal pay-
ments, allowing a tax levy to be initi-
ated and continue in effect, while the 
taxpayer’s appeal goes forward. The 
taxpayer would retain the same due 
process rights, but a tax levy would be 
allowed to begin earlier in the adminis-
trative process; it would no longer have 
to wait until all of the taxpayer’s ap-
peal rights were exhausted. For prop-
erty other than federal payments, the 
bill would maintain the current sys-
tem, requiring a pre-levy notice and 
exhausted appeal rights before the 
property could be levied. 

The vast majority of Medicare pro-
viders render valuable services to their 
patients, and they do so while paying 
their taxes. These honest health care 
providers are put at a competitive dis-
advantage by the Medicare tax cheats 
who reduce their operating costs by 
failing to pay taxes. Besides hurting 
honest businesses, this type of tax 
dodging hurts our country by under-
mining the fairness of our tax system 
and by forcing honest taxpayers to 
make up the shortfall needed to pay for 
basic federal protections—like health 
care. When these tax delinquents also 
receive large payments of federal 
funds, it adds insult to injury. We must 
force these tax dodgers to pay their tax 
debt, and a key tool is to subject any 
federal payments they receive to an ef-
fective tax levy program. 

The Medicare Providers Account-
ability Act would target those tax 
dodgers by strengthening the tax levy 
program and subjecting additional hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in federal 
payments each year to screening for 
unpaid taxes. An improved tax levy 
program would, in turn, strengthen 
federal tax enforcement, take a load off 
the shoulders of honest taxpayers, and 
reduce the tax gap. I urge my col-
leagues to join us in supporting the 
bill’s enactment. 

I ask unanimous consent that my re-
marks follow those of Senator COLE-
MAN in today’s CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, 
Mr. LOTT, and Mr. CONRAD): 

S. 1310. A bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for 
an extension of increased payments for 
ground ambulance services under the 
Medicare program; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, today 
I, along with Senators LOTT and CON-
RAD, introduce the Medicare Ambu-
lance Payment Extension Act. Without 
this legislation, ambulance service pro-
viders stand to lose $306 million in 
Medicare reimbursement in 2008 and 
2009 in addition to the nearly $150 mil-
lion they will lose this year. Our legis-
lation will restore $341 million in Medi-
care reimbursement with a 5 percent 
increase in payments for 2008 and 2009. 

Ambulance services are a vital com-
ponent of the health care and emer-
gency response systems of our Nation. 
Unfortunately, ambulance services pro-
viders are being significantly under- 
funded in providing their critical serv-
ices to Medicare patients. We need to 
ensure that our ambulance service pro-
viders have the financial resources nec-
essary to provide all Americans with 
high quality, life-saving services. 

Fortunately, in the Medicare Mod-
ernization Act of 2003, MMA, Congress 
implemented several provisions to pro-
vide temporary relief to help strug-
gling ambulance service providers. The 
MMA ambulance provisions provided 
short-term relief through 1 percent 
urban and 2 percent rural increases, a 
mileage rate increase for long trips, a 
payment boost for ambulance trans-
ports in extremely rural areas, and a 
regional adjustment that helped a ma-
jority of providers depending on their 
state. While the rural payment boost 
and long trip increase are temporarily 
still intact, the 1 percent urban and 2 
percent rural increases expired at the 
end of last year and the regional ad-
justment has dropped from 80 percent 
to only 20 percent of payments. If Con-
gress does not act, ambulance service 
providers will lose over $450 million in 
relief from 2007 through 2009. 

Ambulance service providers cannot 
afford to face decreased reimbursement 
in the coming years. Ambulances serv-
ices respond to not only 911 calls and 
nonemergency requests but also as 
first responders to natural disasters 
and acts of terrorism. Medicare pa-
tients account for approximately 45 
percent of the call volume of an ambu-
lance operation. Ambulance service 
providers cannot afford to have half of 
their transports reimbursed at below 
the cost of providing services. 

While all health care providers face 
reimbursement challenges, ambulance 
service providers are required by law to 
respond to a plea for emergency med-
ical care, regardless of whether the 
provider will recoup the full, if any, 
cost of the service. This additional re-
sponsibility along with the require-
ment that ambulance service providers 
accept the Medicare ambulance fee 
schedule rate as payment in full has 
further deteriorated the financial sta-
bility of ambulance operations. With 
increased focus on ensuring that our 
first responders are prepared in the 
event of a terrorist attack or national 
disaster, we should be bolstering, not 
deteriorating, this health care safety 
net. 

The Medicare Ambulance Payment 
Extension Act will ensure that patients 
across America will continue to have 
access to critical ambulance services. 
We urge our colleagues to support this 
legislation, and I look forward to its 
passage this year. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
text of the bill be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1310 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Medicare 
Ambulance Payment Extension Act’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF INCREASED MEDICARE 

PAYMENTS FOR GROUND AMBU-
LANCE SERVICES. 

Section 1834(l)(13) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395m(l)(13)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), in the heading, by 
striking ‘‘IN GENERAL’’ and inserting ‘‘FOR 
THE SECOND HALF OF 2004 AND FOR 2005 AND 
2006’’; 

(2) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as 
subparagraph (C); 

(3) by inserting the following after sub-
paragraph (A): 

‘‘(B) FOR 2008 AND 2009.—After computing the 
rates with respect to ground ambulance serv-
ices under the other applicable provisions of 
this subsection, in the case of such services 
furnished on or after January 1, 2008, and be-
fore January 1, 2010, the fee schedule estab-
lished under this section shall provide that 
the rate for the service otherwise estab-
lished, after application of any increase 
under paragraphs (11) and (12), shall be in-
creased by 5 percent.’’; and 

(4) in subparagraph (C), as redesignated by 
paragraph (2)— 

(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘APPLICA-
TION OF INCREASED PAYMENTS AFTER 2006’’ and 
inserting ‘‘NO EFFECT ON SUBSEQUENT PERI-
ODS’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
sentence: ‘‘The increased payments under 
subparagraph (B) shall not be taken into ac-
count in calculating payments for services 
furnished after the period specified in such 
subparagraph.’’. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 185—SUP-
PORTING THE IDEALS AND VAL-
UES OF THE OLYMPIC MOVE-
MENT 

Mr. SALAZAR (for himself, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, and Mrs. CLINTON) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation: 

S. RES. 185 

Whereas, for over 100 years, the Olympic 
Movement has built a more peaceful and bet-
ter world by educating young people through 
athletics, by bringing together athletes from 
many countries in friendly competition, and 
by forging new relationships bound by 
friendship, solidarity, sportsmanship, and 
fair play; 

Whereas the United States Olympic Com-
mittee is dedicated to coordinating and de-
veloping athletic activity in the United 
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