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are there, it is the economy, the infra-
structure of the economy we are pro-
tecting and supporting. Whether it is
fisheries, transportation, navigation,
10,000 miles of pipeline, to keep the
lights on and provide gas and elec-
tricity and fuel to the rest of this coun-
try—that comes from here, as do petro-
chemicals that help to make many of
the products that we manufacture in
this country better and safer for
human use. That happens along the
southern part of this great delta.

That is why we fought so hard for
this bill. I want to end by saying I com-
mend Senator BOXER, my colleague
from California, for making this a pri-
ority. I thank our leader, HARRY REID.
It has been 8 long years since WRDA
has passed and Louisiana cannot wait
another month, let alone another year.

There is a hurricane season literally
right around the corner in June. This is
the middle of May. People are still on
pins and needles wondering whether
the levees that we have reconstructed
and fixed are going to hold for this
next hurricane season. They are most
certainly looking with great anticipa-
tion, and some anxieties, too, if this
Congress will act.

I know there are some amendments
that are going to be laid down com-
plaining about some aspects of this
bill, but I thank Senator BOXER, and I
thank Senator INHOFE for his attention
to the needs of Louisiana, and I thank
this Congress for responding so gener-
ously and so quickly. Senator VITTER
and I do have several amendments we
would like to discuss later tomorrow,
which would improve some things from
our perspective. But we most certainly
understand and appreciate the great
work that has gone into this under-
lying bill.

This bill needs to pass now. It lays a
foundation for the long-term recovery
and restoration of this great delta.
Some expense will be borne by the Fed-
eral Government, which is absolutely
appropriate since the benefits go all
over the Nation from the river systems
and the other infrastructure, economic
infrastructure that exists. And some of
the costs will be borne, as it should be,
by the people who call Louisiana home
and call Calcasieu Parish or Cameron
or Vermilion or Iberia, Orleans,
Plaquemines, Saint Bernard, Saint
Tammany, et cetera, home.

We are happy to make our own con-
tributions to this effort. We love our
home. We love where we live. We have
to make it safer, and we have to be
able to restore these wetlands and
build better levees that do not fail and
do not break in the middle of these
storms.

We cannot stop the storms, but we
most certainly can mitigate against
the damage and use better science, bet-
ter engineering, and, frankly, better
leadership in this Congress to make
sure the tragedies that happen in
Katrina and Rita do not repeat them-
selves.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that any cloture
filed tomorrow on amendments 1097
and 1098 be considered as having been
filed prior to the motion to proceed to
S. 1348.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate resumes consideration of H.R. 1495
on Tuesday, May 15, the time until
11:45 a.m. be for debate with respect to
the Coburn amendment No. 1099, with
the time equally divided and controlled
between Senators BOXER and COBURN or
their designees; that at 11:45 a.m., the
Senate vote in relation to the amend-
ment, with no intervening amendment
in order prior to the vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that there now be a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

NATIONAL MILITARY SPOUSES
APPRECIATION DAY

e Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, Fri-
day, May 11, 2007, was National Mili-
tary Spouses Day. Oftentimes, those
who are, as the saying goes, ‘“‘married
to the military’ are not recognized for
the support they provide and sacrifice
they endure during the time of their
spouses’ active duty service. Certainly
when a member is deployed, but
throughout a military member’s ca-
reer, the strength and support of a wife
or husband can make the difference be-
tween success or failure for that indi-
vidual and that family. Military
spouses endure the hardship of separa-
tion from loved ones, frequently take
on the role of a single parent, and move
more often than most civilians
throughout the course of a military ca-
reer. They receive no commendation
medals and few accolades, save the
gratitude of an exhausted spouse who
comes home to a warm embrace and
nurturing bond after a long deploy-
ment or simply another late night at
work. Military spouses are truly war’s
unsung heroes. In addition to a job
they may have outside the home, they
are teacher, chief consoler, house-
keeper, accountant, taxi driver, cook,
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referee and nurse. They encounter
their own battles bravely, with effi-
ciency, expertise and stubborn persist-
ence supporting our Nation in their
daily challenges every bit as valiantly
as our military members do.

I commend the over 1,000 military
spouses in or from Idaho and U.S. mili-
tary spouses worldwide and thank
them for their service to our Nation,
sacrifice and patriotism. Our country,
but most importantly their families,
need their strength. We all depend on
it.e

——

TRIBUTE TO CLAUD R. JUDD

e Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, on
April 13, 2007, Idaho grieved at the
passing of one of her great men, Claud
R. Judd. Claud lived most all of his life
in Fraser, ID, and left behind his wife
Elvita, 2 sisters, 3 sons, 1 daughter, 12
grandchildren and 11 great-grand-
children. A lifelong farmer, Claud is
perhaps best known to Idahoans for his
many years of public service. From
local cemetery, park, school, hospital
and county fair boards to Clearwater
County commissioner and member of
the Idaho State Legislature in both
houses, he exemplified public service.
His legacy is a model of civic duty and
commitment to family and commu-
nity.

Claud found the time in his busy
schedule to write a book about his fam-
ily, and compile a scrapbook about the
Clearwater County Extension and 4-H
spanning seven decades. He was a hard,
honest worker, and committed himself
fully to whatever endeavor he under-
took. I had the honor and privilege of
serving in the Idaho State Legislature
with Claud. Fellow lawmakers and
staff could always count on him to be
honest, kind and thorough. Claud was
known as a consensus-builder who put
the needs of his constituents first. He
focused on results and was known to
care little for the politics that cause
party line divisions. He represented the
Idahoans of Clearwater County with in-
tegrity and common sense, reflecting
his deep Idaho agriculture roots.

My wife and I join other Idahoans in
mourning this great loss to our State,
and we offer our most sincere condo-
lences to Elvita and the family.e

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:03 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2082. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2008 for intelligence and
intelligence-related activities of the United
States Government, the Community Man-
agement Account, and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Retirement and Disability
System, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2206. An act making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations and additional sup-
plemental appropriations for agricultural
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