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(Mr. FRANKS of Arizona addressed 

the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

THE REVEREND JERRY FALWELL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
tonight to honor the memory of my 
constituent and my friend, the late 
Rev. Jerry Falwell. 

Last week, the city of Lynchburg, 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the 
entire country lost one of our dearest 
sons in the passing of Rev. Falwell. 
Today Dr. Falwell was laid to rest. I 
am sad that business here in Wash-
ington kept many of us from being able 
to attend today’s services, but since we 
were unable to attend, we have joined 
here tonight to pay homage to this 
great leader. 

Dr. Falwell’s legacy is one that will 
not soon be forgotten. He was a man 
whose strong faith and vision were 
unshakable. He lived his life trying to 
strengthen the moral fabric of our 
great Nation. 

In his crusade to strengthen family 
values, he was a frequent visitor to 
Washington, DC, he led many people to 
the Nation’s Capital to demand that 
leaders here strengthen our country’s 
moral foundation. 

Jerry lived his life guided by a strong 
set of values and an unshakable moral 
compass. He lived by example, embody-
ing the Bible’s greatest command-
ments. He followed the words of Mat-
thew 22 in his daily life: Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first and greatest command-
ment. And the second is like it: Love 
your neighbors as yourself. 

Anyone who ever met Jerry Falwell 
knew that he took this commandment 
seriously and chartered his life by it. 

One thing is for sure. Whether one 
was viewed as a friend or foe of Jerry 
Falwell, he loved them all. This love 
for the neighbor extended to everyone, 
even those who wouldn’t expect it. I 
had many times heard Rev. Falwell 
say, ‘‘Love the sinner, hate the sin.’’ 

This was more than just a catch 
phrase. It was a way of life. 

Many people have heard of the infa-
mous Supreme Court battle between 
Jerry Falwell and Larry Flynt. But 
what few people didn’t realize is that 
Falwell and Flynt actually became 
friends. I know Jerry did not approve 
of Mr. Flynt’s business, but he sepa-
rated his thoughts about the man from 
Flynt’s activities. 
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To most people, Jerry Falwell is a 
national figure. But I also know him as 
a local guy who was always giving back 
to his community. He was a local 
preacher who worked to serve his con-
gregation and the community. He 
started his church over 50 years ago in 
an old bottling factory. That small 
congregation has grown from 35 to the 
over-22,000 current members of Thomas 
Road Baptist Church. 

Dr. Falwell, through his church, set 
in place many ministries to aid the 
community. In 1959, he established the 
Elim Home to help men dealing with 
chemical addictions. This home has 
transformed the lives of hundreds of 
men and remains a place to free men of 
their addictions. 

Additionally, Dr. Falwell helped 
found the Liberty Godparent Founda-
tion. The foundation’s mission is to im-
prove the quality of life for unwed 
mothers and provide a hopeful future 
for unborn children. The foundation 
maintains Liberty Godparent Mater-
nity Home, which offers a safe haven 
for unwed mothers, and Family Serv-
ices Adoption Agency, which helps 
place unwanted children in safe and 
stable homes. The reach of the church 
has touched many thousands and ex-
tends past central Virginia and across 
the United States. 

The list of Jerry Falwell’s many min-
istries and accomplishments is nearly 
endless. However, many people asked 
him of what accomplishment he was 
most proud. Without hesitation he 
would say, Liberty University. This 
university, located in my congressional 
district in Lynchburg, started as a 
small Baptist college. Today it has 
grown exponentially and serves over 
10,000 students. Washington, DC is 
filled with Liberty University alumni. I 
have been pleased to have many Lib-
erty University alumni serve in my of-
fice as staff and interns. In fact, L.U. 
alumni are all over Capitol Hill. I have 
heard them talk fondly of the edu-
cation they received at Liberty, and 
they refer to themselves warmly as 
‘‘Jerry’s kids.’’ 

I have frequently been on the campus 
of Liberty, and they are, in fact, Jer-
ry’s kids. He loved those kids as his 
own. Rev. Falwell was very involved 
and engaged in university life. He al-
ways had time for the students. He was 
also a fixture at school events. Jerry 
was especially proud of L.U. athletics 
and he would, with the students, cheer 
the Flames on to victory. I have even 
heard stories of Jerry crowd surfing at 

basketball games. Students would 
transport him from the bottom of the 
stands to the top. 

There is no doubt that Liberty and 
the alumni that it produces will live on 
as Jerry Falwell’s lasting legacy. These 
alumni carry with them the strong val-
ues and morals that were reinforced 
through their education at Liberty. 
The university and its alumni will re-
main a living testimony of the work 
and vision of Jerry Falwell. 

You cannot talk about Rev. Falwell 
without also talking about the town 
that he loved, the city of Lynchburg. 
Jerry, though a national figure, never 
left his home in central Virginia. He 
led his spiritual network out of his of-
fices in Lynchburg. The city of Lynch-
burg greatly benefited from Rev. 
Falwell’s work. As Falwell’s min-
istries, and especially Liberty Univer-
sity flourished, so did the city. The im-
pact that Jerry had on Lynchburg’s 
economy and culture is undeniable. 

When word of Jerry’s death came, the 
city of Lynchburg seemed to take a 
collective gasp and was filled with 
shock and sorrow. The loss of Rev. 
Falwell was a huge loss for Lynchburg. 
And today I tell the citizens of Lynch-
burg that the Nation mourns with you. 

When I heard of the passing of my 
good friend, Jerry Falwell, I was deeply 
saddened. My wife, Mary Ellen, and I 
had the pleasure of knowing Dr. 
Falwell for many years. He was a good 
man and made an undeniable impres-
sion on many lives. Two hours after his 
death was confirmed, an impromptu 
memorial service brought a standing 
room only crowd to Thomas Road Bap-
tist Church, a church that holds 6,000 
people. Since then, thousands have 
shown up to pay their respects, and 
thousands showed up today for his fu-
neral. 

While many people mourn the death 
of Rev. Falwell, no one experiences this 
loss harder than Jerry’s family. Jerry 
was a devoted family man. He was dedi-
cated to his bride and partner of 49 
years, Macel. Together they raised 
three children. Jerry, Jr., Jonathan 
and Jeannie, who I have no doubt will 
build on the great legacy that their fa-
ther leaves behind. Nothing can com-
pare to the deep personal loss that they 
are experiencing, and our thoughts and 
prayers and hearts are with them. 

After hearing the sad news of Jerry’s 
death, I was able to call and offer my 
condolences to Macel. She shared with 
me how Jerry spent his last day. I 
don’t think she would mind me sharing 
with you what happened, as I feel it 
fully embodies the man that Jerry was. 

The night before he passed away, 
Macel and Jerry went out to dinner. As 
they talked to their waitress, Jerry 
found out that she attended the local 
community college. When he asked the 
young lady why she didn’t go to Lib-
erty University, she told him that she 
had applied and been accepted, but as a 
private school, it was too expensive. 
Jerry told her that he would find a way 
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