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have also found that contracting-out engineer-
ing, design, and inspection costs more than to
do this work in-house, and none of these stud-
ies found that consultant engineers were less
expensive. Factors that contribute to consult-
ants’ excessive costs include the lack of com-
petitive bidding, cost-plus provisions in con-
tracts, salary differentials between the private
and public sectors, profit margins of from 10
percent to 15 percent, and additional costs
connected with selecting and supervising con-
sultants.

Failure to have public construction inspec-
tors has also delayed projects in the past and
will undoubtedly do so in the future. One such
example is the privately inspected $12 million
carpool bridge connecting the San Diego (405)
and the Costa Mesa (55) Freeways. The
project was to have been completed in April
2003. However, work was halted in August
2002 when chunks of concrete were falling
from the structure and many cracks were no-
ticed. Contractor and private inspector errors
were later discovered and the carpool ramp
did not open until January 2005.

The public and the Federal Government un-
derstand what's at stake. In a 2006 California
public opinion poll, 71 percent of those sur-
veyed said they want State engineers to in-
spect the construction of State highways; only
20 percent found private firms acceptable for
the task. David M. Walker, the Comptroller
General of the United States, said in a recent
interview: “There’s something civil servants
have that the private sector doesn’t, and that
is the duty of loyalty to the greater good—the
duty of loyalty to the collective best interest of
all rather than the interest of a few. Compa-
nies have duties of loyalty to their share-
holders, not to the country.”

————
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Thursday, May 24, 2007

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to honor the town of Saraland, Alabama, on
the occasion of the 50th anniversary of its
founding.

Saraland was founded in 1957. Don Diago
Alvarez first acquired the land through a Span-
ish land grant. His descendants later named
the community Alvarez Station. In the 1800s,
land squatters relocated to the area and
began purchasing property. The Cleveland
family moved to the area and renamed the
town Cleveland Station. However, the name
by which we now know this historic town was
given by the retired minister, C.J. Dewitt, who
reportedly named it after his beloved wife,
Sara.

The industrial and population boom in
neighboring Mobile brought the northward ex-
pansion into Saraland during the 1940s and
50s. When Saraland was incorporated in
1957, it had a reported 125 residents. The
1960s U.S. Census reported a growing town
at nearly 5,000. By 1980, that number had
risen to nearly 10,000, and today, Saraland is
home to over 12,000 residents with the prom-
ise of continued growth.

Many prominent businesses have a pres-
ence in Saraland including Marshall Biscuits,
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Mitchell Container, G. A. West & Co., and J&J
Furniture. Saraland is also home to the Uni-
versity of Mobile. Set in the woods, the univer-
sity’s 1,500 students distinguish themselves
through academics and a strong religious tra-
dition.

Madam Speaker, the residents of Saraland,
Alabama, have firmly rooted themselves in
their proud history, but they also keep an opti-
mistic and careful eye on the road ahead. The
vision shown by their leaders over the past 50
years has led to the creation of a stable com-
munity, one of the anchors for all of Mobile
County. | have no doubt that the consistent
leadership and inspired vision of today’s resi-
dents will lead to even greater successes in
the coming years.

It is my hope the town of Saraland con-
tinues its story of success for another 50
years, and it is my distinct pleasure to rep-
resent this fine community in the United States
House of Representatives.

————
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YERINGTON CENTENNIAL

HON. JON C. PORTER
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Thursday, May 24, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the City of Yerington Centennial
Celebration.

Yerington is truly a unique city that is rich in
history. Situated along the banks of the Walk-
er River, the green fields and tree lined high-
ways of Mason Valley are surrounded by pic-
turesque mountains full of history such as
ghost towns and mining camps. On March 14,
1907, Governor John Sparks signed into law a
bill that incorporated Yerington as a city. The
origins of Yerington can be traced back to the
1850s when N.H.A. “Hock” Mason settled in
the valley that now bears his name and in
1871, the Mason Valley Post Office was es-
tablished in the town near the Walker River.

The town was referred to by many as
“Pizen Switch,” which folklore traces to the in-
ferior grade of whiskey sold in a local saloon
that was constructed of willow branches, and
in 1879, the town was rechristened “Green-
field.” In 1880, Henry Marvin Yerington, the
General Superintendent of the Virginia and
Truckee Railroad, founded the Carson and
Colorado Railroad that soon extended through
Dayton, Fort Churchill, Wabuska in Northern
Mason Valley. By 1894, the residents officially
changed the names of the town and its post
office to Yerington, in an unsuccessful effort to
flatter Henry Yerington so that he would ex-
tend his rail line south through the town
named after him. In 1911, the county seat of
Lyon County was moved from Dayton to the
thriving and growing City of Yerington.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor the
Centennial Celebrations of the City of
Yerington. The City of Yerington truly has a
colorful and rich history that deserves recogni-
tion and | commend the efforts of Mayor
Douglas Homestead, and City Council mem-
bers Bill Vicencio, Rita Evasovic, Richard
Faber and George Dini in facilitating this Cen-
tennial Celebration.

May 25, 2007
HONORING AHMET ERTEGUN

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 24, 2007

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise to pay tribute to a man who, without ex-
aggeration, was called “the greatest record
man of all time” and who with great character
and spirit made indelible contributions to the
worldwide promotion of African-American
music and American popular culture while also
standing for racial equality and social justice.

Unfortunately, we lost Ahmet Ertegun, the
founder of Atlantic Records and the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame, in 2006. His legacy will live
on in the music he promoted, and the leg-
endary careers—from Ray Charles to the Roll-
ing Stones—he helped create and develop
over 60 years.

PBS recently ran a documentary titled “At-
lantic Records: The House that Ahmet Built.”
This 2-hour sensation chronicled the life of
Ertegun from his birth in 1923 through his
childhood, career, and success. We witnessed
America change through his eyes, and the
emergence of African-American music into
popular culture with his guidance.

| urge all Members of Congress to watch
this documentary if they have not had the op-
portunity to do so. The son of the first Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Turkey to the United
States, Ertegun, through music and entertain-
ment, was instrumental in breaking down the
racial barriers that so divided our country dur-
ing the years of Jim Crow laws and segrega-
tion. In the 1940s at a time when Washington
was segregated, he frequented African-Amer-
ican nightclubs and realized that “all popular
music stems from black music, be it jazz or
rock n’ roll or rap.” Ertegun is often credited
for coining the phrase, “jazz is America’s
music.”

At every turn, Ertegun and his brother,
Nesuhi, challenged the prevailing racial big-
otry, stereotypes and discrimination. Despite
being initially denied by the National Press
Club and the segregation policies of the day,
they organized the first integrated jazz concert
before a white and black audience in Wash-
ington, DC at the Jewish Community Center in
the 1940s. They even brought hostility to
themselves in hosting the now famous inte-
grated jazz sessions at their home of the Turk-
ish embassy residence, again, challenging the
practice of segregation. While not directly fol-
lowing in his father's footsteps with a diplo-
matic career, he practiced a true diplomacy in
bringing people together.

Ertegun’s love of American black music led
him to found Atlantic Records in 1947. For
nearly five decades, Ertegun wrote and pro-
duced music, defined careers and changed
the lives of household names such as Ruth
Brown, Big Joe Turner, Aretha Franklin, Ro-
berta Flack, and others and brought African
American music and soul into the American
mainstream.

It was a young Turk who prominently recog-
nized, promoted and honored the contributions
of black America in the entertainment and re-
cording industries. In a February 2005 inter-
view in Slate Magazine, Ertegun was asked
what he considered to be his legacy. His an-
swer: “I'd be happy if people said that | did a
little bit to raise the dignity and recognition of
the greatness of African-American music.”
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