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and I hope we can arrange votes on
those amendments. Once we finish
those amendments, I hope other Sen-

ators will offer amendments. I hope
they will consider some germane
amendments.

In addition to the amendments that
are pending, we have a number of
amendments that are at the desk, I un-
derstand, and we have taken a look at
those, and maybe we can work some-

thing out on those amendments.

This is a difficult bill, we understand
that. I hope the offers I made today are
considered serious. I repeat, I am not
going to go through the litany of
amendments, the unanimous consent
requests. One is we would vote clo-
ture—rather than Thursday morning,
do it Thursday night. That is certainly
something we could consider. Anyway,
there are all kinds of alternatives we
can do to move this bill forward if peo-
ple want to do that.

As T said, there is no need to run
through the unanimous consent re-
quests I did previously. We will call it
quits for the night. There is no more
business on this bill.

Mr. President, I ask, so the managers
don’t have to stay around—I wonder if
we can move to a period for morning

business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. That way, the Senator
from Alabama can speak, and I would
certainly consent to, when we take up
the bill tomorrow, his remarks appear-
ing as though we are working on the
pending legislation.

Mr. SESSIONS. I am sorry, I did not

hear the majority leader.

Mr. REID. I asked unanimous con-
sent that there be a period for morning
business. I know the Senator from Ala-
bama wishes to speak. I assume it is on
matters dealing with immaigration.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, with
regard to that, I have amendments I of-
fered last Thursday and Friday and
Monday that were not accepted. I was
going to ask if those amendments
could be made pending in addition to
the nine amendments which were filed
this week which I would like to make
pending so we can have votes on them.

Mr. REID. I withdraw my consent for
morning business, Mr. President. I
think we have a couple of amendments
that are part of the 10 we are going to

try to get rid of tomorrow.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, for
clarification, two amendments are ba-
sically the same amendment. We would
only vote on one pending that I offered
last week. In addition, last week, I
filed two more amendments, and an ob-
jection was made to making them
pending. So I renew my offer to at least
make those two amendments pending. I
filed them this morning.

Mr. REID. I say to my friend from
Alabama, I think we have made a sug-
gestion, and it is appropriate to move
forward, that with regard to the 10 or
12 amendments now pending, we will
set up times to vote on these, either by
motions to table or if we can work out
side-by-sides, whatever it takes, and
then move to other amendments.
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Certainly, the Senator from Alabama
has been patient. We understand he has
other amendments he wants to offer.
But I object at this time until we get
some plan for tomorrow to dispose of
these amendments we have.

I have indicated a number of dif-
ferent alternatives, and others may
come up with better suggestions. One
is, let’s get a list of finite amendments
from the minority. We will add ours in
with those, and we have done that on a
number of occasions here. It will have
to be done by unanimous consent, but
it is worth a try. We can have a list of
how many amendments people think
are appropriate on this bill. Let’s see if
we can get that done by tomorrow
morning.

We know the Senator from Alabama
has a number he wishes to make part
of that list, and other Senators have
amendments they want to make part of
that list. I have seen Senator THUNE,
Senator DEMINT, and Senator COBURN
here. There are other people who want
to offer amendments, I understand, but
let’s get a finite list of who wants to
offer amendments and what the amend-
ments are.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I take
that as an objection to my request.

Mr. REID. Yes, I did object. I am
sorry I didn’t make it clear.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. SESSIONS. Would the major-
ity—

%‘he PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader controls the time.

Mr. REID. We are on the bill still; is
that right?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, we
are.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close the debate on the sub-
stitute amendment No. 1150 to Calendar No.
144, S. 1348, comprehensive immigration leg-
islation.

Harry Reid, Jeff Bingaman, Dick Durbin,
Charles Schumer, Daniel K. Akaka,
Jack Reed, Mark Pryor, Joe Biden,
Amy Klobuchar, Daniel K. Inouye,
Herb Kohl, H.R. Clinton, Evan Bayh,
Ken Salazar, Debbie Stabenow, Frank
R. Lautenberg, Joe Lieberman.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close the debate on Calendar
No. 144, S. 1348, Comprehensive Immigration
legislation.
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Harry Reid, Jeff Bingaman, Dick Durbin,
Charles Schumer, Daniel K. Akaka,
Jack Reed, Mark Pryor, Joe Biden,
Amy Klobuchar, Daniel K. Inouye,
Herb Kohl, H.R. Clinton, Evan Bayh,
Ken Salazar, Debbie Stabenow, Frank
R. Lautenberg, Joe Lieberman.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we now proceed to
a period for the transaction of morning
business, with Senators allowed to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The junior Senator from Alabama is
recognized.

———

IMMIGRATION

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ap-
preciate the role of the majority lead-
er. I have great affection for the major-
ity leader. He is an effective leader for
his agenda. But with regard to what is
happening now, we need to fully under-
stand that by utilizing the ability he
has as a leader and as other members
of his party—they have objected to
calling up amendments and making
them pending. When you object to
making an amendment pending, all you
have is a filed amendment. And when
you file cloture, amendments that are
not pending are not entitled to be
voted on.

So, in effect, we are at the mercy of
the majority leader. He has not allowed
a full and vigorous offering of amend-
ments and votes on those amendments.
I know people can sometimes ask for
too many votes and abuse the process,
but we really are dealing with a mon-
strous bill that is very complex and has
a loophole here and a loophole there
that can place the bill in such a situa-
tion that it really is not enforceable
and will not work, and there are a host
of problems, a host of loopholes in the
bill. This bill has been moving forward
to passage under the railroad system
we have here.

Let me remind everybody how it hap-
pened. First, 2 weeks before we had our
recess, the old bill, last year’s bill that
the House refused to even take up, was
brought up without committee hear-
ings this year and brought up by the
majority leader under rule XIV for con-
sideration and debate. So about a week
goes by, and then come last Tuesday
before our recess, Tuesday morning, he
plops down on this floor an amendment
but really a complete substitute. If put
in proper bill language, it would prob-
ably be nearly a thousand pages. It is a
substitute, a bill never seen before, a
bill—except maybe a few days by peo-
ple who got their hands on it—a bill
that has never gone through com-
mittee was put down, and the majority
leader indicated he wanted to vote on
it that week and we were going to have
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