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present for votes, | would have voted “yes” on
each of the five votes taken: H. Res. 397, H.
Res. 422, H. Res. 430, H. Res. 451, and H.
Res. 452.

———

CALLING ON THE GOVERNMENT

OF CHINA TO STOP GENOCIDE
AND VIOLENCE IN DARFUR,
SUDAN

SPEECH OF

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 5, 2007

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H. Res. 422, a resolution calling on
China to use its unique influence and eco-
nomic leverage to stop genocide and violence
in Darfur.

| would like to thank the Congresswoman
from California for her dedication to human
rights throughout the world and especially in
Darfur.

| was pleased to be a cosponsor of this bill
and pleased that this Congress will not let the
ongoing genocide go unnoticed or ignored.

What's taking place in Darfur today is truly
a crime against humanity. Every day women
are raped, men are killed, and children face vi-
olence, hunger, and desperation.

China has chosen to continue to invest in
Sudan and to prop up a government bent on
murder and bloodshed. Let us be clear: any
country that supports the Khartoum govern-
ment’s brutality—either through monetary or
military support—is complicit.

| urge the support of this resolution and call
on our own administration to take immediate
actions to bring an end to the genocide in
Sudan.

————

A TRIBUTE TO OSWALD ‘OZZIE”
TORRES

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Mr. Oswald “Ozzie” Torres
who is being honored at the International As-
sociation of Lions Club District 20-K1 Gov-
ernor’s Testimonial Dinner. Mr. Torres, a na-
tive of Brooklyn, NY, is a successful Certified
Public Accountant who credits his achieve-
ments to his caring parents Osvaldo and Lydia
Torres.

Mr. Torres decided to follow in his father’s
footsteps and establish a career in accounting.
Together they are the driving force of the firm
Torres and Associates.

Mr. Torres has been a member in good
standing of the Brooklyn Caribe Lions’ Club
since 1995 and has received numerous rec-
ognition awards from Lions Club International.
Among those honors include; the Progressive
Melvin Jones Fellowship and the Robert J.
Uplinger award from District 20—K1.

Mr. Torres has been a presenter at many
orientation sessions and workshops speaking
in both English and Spanish. He has served
District 20-K1 as Chairman of International
Understanding and Cooperation, Leadership,
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Membership; Business Manager of the Kings
and Queens Publication; Zone and Region
Chairman; Cabinet Secretary and Treasurer;
Vice-District Governor; and currently District
Governor.

Mr. Torres has served the communities of
both Brooklyn and Queens and has previously
been named “Business Person of the Year.”
He is a member and Executive Board Officer
of the Boricua Festival of New York and is an
Executive Member of the Woodhull Hospital
Auxiliary Board.

Mr. Torres is married to Melissa Torres and
has two sons Michael and Brandon.

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize
this pillar of our community for all of his con-
tributions.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to Oswald “Ozzie”
Torres.

————

SENATOR PAUL SIMON STUDY
ABROAD FOUNDATION ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 5, 2007

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 1469, the Paul Simon Study
Abroad Foundation Act, which will significantly
enhance opportunities for Americans to gain
international education, build understanding
and respect among different cultures, and en-
hance leadership in the global community.

Senator Paul Simon embodied the role of
concerned citizen, which is the essence of this
program. Starting his career in the newspaper
business, he served in the lllinois General As-
sembly and as Lt. Governor of lllinois, and
later was our colleague in the U.S. Congress,
where he served in both the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate.

Senator Simon was a great believer in the
hope that good government can instill in peo-
ple, and was widely regarded for his common-
sense, hard work and integrity. In addition,
Senator Simon was proud of Southwestern
and Southern lllinois, where he got his profes-
sional start, entered politics and lived much of
his life. It was a pleasure to serve with him
and it is important for young Americans to
know about his career and ideals.

As a professor and author of numerous
books, Senator Simon was passionate about
education. He was particularly interested in
the need for American students to travel
abroad to learn about different peoples, their
languages and their cultures. In this way, the
United States would be better able to under-
stand and work with other nations.

Today, only one percent of U.S. under-
graduate students participate in a study
abroad program during their degree program.
This statistic shows the United States is failing
to take advantage of a valuable tool that
should be used to enhance our standing in the
world and to improve our Nation’s security.

Mr. Speaker, as economic competition and
national security continue to defy geographical
boundaries, the need for our students to gain
international knowledge greatly increases.
That is why, Mr. Speaker, | urge my col-
leagues to support the Paul Simon Study
Abroad Foundation Act.

June 6, 2007

HONORING THE LIFE AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE LATE
PARREN JAMES MITCHELL

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to pay tribute to the life and acheivements of
Parren James Mitchell, the first black Con-
gressman to represent the State of Maryland,
1 of the 13 founding members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, CBC, and a champion of
civil rights. Mr. Mitchell was a powerful force
in the 20th century resurgence of Black polit-
ical strength in the United States and | was
proud to serve with him in the Congress.

Born in Baltimore, MD, on April 29, 1922,
Parren Mitchell was the ninth of 10 children in
his family. He earned a bachelors degree
from Morgan State College in 1950 and was
the first Black to earn a master's degree from
the University of Maryland—College Park in
1952, after a successful suit that granted him
fair admission, Mitchell returned to his under-
graduate institution to teach sociology and
serve as the assistant director of the Urban
Studies Institute. He was also a commissioned
officer of the 92nd Infantry Division during
World War I, receiving the Purple Heart.

Having amassed more than 3,000 awards
and 14 honorary degrees, Mitchell was a lead-
er in politics and business. He served on the
Supreme Bench of Baltimore City from 1954
to 1957 and as executive director to both the
Maryland Human Relations Commission and
Baltimore Community Action Agency.

Mr. Mitchell was elected to the 92nd United
States Congress in 1971 and reelected for
seven successive terms. As the first Black to
head the House Committee on Small Busi-
ness, his greatest triumph was in leading a
fight to ratify bills providing special aid to
Black business owners on the grounds that
Blacks had been subjected to discrimination
for generations. In addition to heading the
Small Business Committee, he was also
Democratic whip at large, the senior member
of the House Banking, Finance and Urban Af-
fairs Committee, and chairman of its Sub-
committee on Domestic Monetary Policy.

In 1980, Mitchell founded the Minority Busi-
ness Enterprise Legal Defense and Education
Fund, Inc., MBELDEF, whose accomplish-
ments include a successful lawsuit against
Burger King in 1988 for discriminatory prac-
tices in awarding franchises.

As a mentor to African Americans com-
mitted to improving American civil rights, such
as former president of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People,
NAACP, Kweisi Mfume, Mitchell was selflessly
committed to uplifting his people and was
even referred to during his chairmanship of
the CBC as “the Little General.”

Parren is remembered in Congress as a
soft-spoken yet eloquent speaker with a large
presence. Former Chair of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee Richard Lugar asserted it
was Mitchell’s impassioned plea for sanctions
against South Africa that persuaded him to ac-
cept a tougher measure than the Senate origi-
nally backed in 1985.

Parren, along with other family members
have dedicated their careers to public service
and specifically to representing the people of
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