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So good luck to all of you and thank 

you very much, and I thank the gen-
tleman from Michigan for yielding. 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman from West Virginia. 

I would yield to the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) who’s been very 
active in supporting the Page Program. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend for yielding, and I want to 
say to Mr. KILDEE, those of you who 
have been our pages and have made 
such an extraordinary contribution to 
this institution, Mr. KILDEE has been 
on the Page Board for almost, as a 
matter of fact, maybe as long as I’ve 
been a Member of Congress, which is 
longer than, by almost a factor of two, 
not quite, all of you have been alive. 

You come to this institution with a 
great responsibility, in my opinion. 
You are extraordinary young people in 
high school, learning not only about 
government but learning about all the 
other skills that you will need to know 
to be successful and to help your coun-
try be successful. 

This program, I think, is an extraor-
dinarily important program because of 
what it does. It gives to you at a young 
age while you are learning the oppor-
tunity to see firsthand your democracy 
in action, to see those who have been 
selected by your parents, by your 
brothers and sisters and aunts and un-
cles and your neighbors and friends to 
represent them in the Congress of the 
United States. 

You have been given this unique op-
portunity that a very, very small seg-
ment of your fellow cohorts, your gen-
eration, will have had, to come first-
hand to see the Members, who are all 
human beings, who all have ideas, who 
all have passions and fears and visions 
and desires like your parents and you 
have and who come here on behalf of 
their constituents to try to do good for 
their country. 

As president of the Maryland Senate 
in the 1970s, I had the opportunity to 
run the Page Program in the State 
Senate, and I was always hopeful that 
those young people, who were your age, 
16, 17 years of age, they were seniors, 
for the most part, you’re juniors, would 
leave their service in this institution 
and in that institution with a positive 
perspective, with a thought that this 
democracy, founded so many centuries 
ago, still is a viable democracy that, as 
Winston Churchill said, is the best of 
all other forms of government tried. 

It is, as you have seen, not perfect, 
but it has created one of the greatest 
societies that has ever existed, not the 
only great society but one of the great-
est, and you have helped us make it 
function. 

And sometimes you will think to 
yourself, well, I didn’t get on the floor 
and speak; you’re obviously not a 
Member; and perhaps you didn’t write 
a great treatise on this issue or that 
issue and will feel from time to time, 
well, all I did was run this envelope 
from this office to that office or from 
the floor of the House to someplace 

else or, from time to time, get informa-
tion for a Member who was debating 
something on the floor. But your serv-
ice made this institution run better. 

John Kennedy was a hero of mine, 
and, frankly, I got into politics because 
of John Kennedy. He came to the cam-
pus of the University of Maryland, 
talked about the difference that young 
people could make. He spoke on this 
floor at least on three occasions where 
he gave his State of the Union. 
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In his inaugural address, he said to 

all of us that the energy, the faith, the 
devotion we bring to this endeavor will 
light our country and all who serve it, 
and the glow from that fire can truly 
light the world. 

Pages, I hope you leave from here 
with a better knowledge of how the 
people’s House works and with a re-
newed conviction that your democracy 
works, perhaps, better than you 
thought or some had told you it did 
and that you will leave this place with 
an energy and a faith and a devotion to 
letting your colleagues know how well 
their democracy works and with the 
conviction that if they participate 
fully in this democracy that it will 
work even better. 

Thank you for your service. Thank 
you for what you do in your commu-
nities, in your schools and in your 
communities, and thank you for trans-
mitting the knowledge you have 
learned to literally thousands of your 
friends and colleagues. Godspeed. 

Mr. KILDEE. From the bottoms of 
our hearts, we thank you, God bless 
you. 

Mr. WICKER. I wonder if the gen-
tleman would yield? 

Mr. KILDEE. I would be happy to 
yield. 

Mr. WICKER. I thank my friend for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, let me just say, not ev-
eryone within the sound of my voice 
realizes how hard these young people 
have worked, some of them, for the last 
semester, some of them for the past 9 
or 10 months, but almost to a person 
they have been in the page school. 
There will be a graduation ceremony 
tomorrow, I understand. 

They get up in the wee hours of the 
morning and go to school in a very rig-
orous academic course, and then they 
put in a full day. On those frequent oc-
casions when we are in session late at 
night, they are here with us. So we ap-
preciate their hard work. It has been a 
great learning experience for them, I 
know; and I just want them to know 
how much we appreciate it. 

They have been here during momen-
tous times. They have seen the Presi-
dent of the United States, as my friend 
from Maryland stated. They have seen 
heads of state come and go in the 
building and witnessed debates con-
cerning the great issues of our time, 
issues today concerning the very ques-
tion of life itself. Issues of war and 
peace and billions of dollars being de-
bated, they have been able to witness. 

Just as significantly as all of those 
issues, they have witnessed the orderly 
transfer of power that we have seen 
year in and year out, Congress in and 
Congress out in this great institution. 
The transfer of power not at the point 
of a gun, as a result of a battle, but as 
a result of Americans, one by one, 
going eventually in the millions and 
voting in the ballot at the ballot box. 

Sometimes we are delighted with 
that orderly transfer of power, as I was 
in 1994 and 1995, when I first came here 
as a Member of a new majority. Some-
times, as occurred last November and 
this past January, I was not particu-
larly overly delighted, but it is pro-
found, nonetheless, that we make those 
changes in government at the ballot 
box and not at the point of a gun. 

In 1967, I had the privilege for only 1 
month to serve as a page in this great 
Chamber for this great body. It was a 
life-changing experience for a young 
boy from Pontotoc, Mississippi; and I 
daresay for the young people lining the 
back rail and listening to our words 
this afternoon it has been, in so many 
ways, a life-changing experience for 
them. 

It occurred to me during that brief 
stay here as a page that I might some-
day, if given an opportunity and if luck 
came through, come back here as a 
Member of the House of Representa-
tives. I had that great opportunity. 

But to so many of them, undoubt-
edly, they have no desire whatever to 
come back here as a Member but to go 
on and serve their country in other re-
spects, in their professions, perhaps in 
the military, or perhaps some of you 
also in public service. 

But I would simply say that, in clos-
ing, they have had such a rare oppor-
tunity to serve their country in a way 
that so few young people have been 
able to do. We appreciate it very, very, 
very much. We wish each and every one 
of them Godspeed as they go back to 
their homes and families. 

I thank my friend for yielding the 
time. 

Mr. KILDEE. I thank the gentleman 
for his very fine words. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. Godspeed to you all. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHIEF OF 
STAFF OF HON. LOIS CAPPS, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Randolph Harrison, Chief 
of Staff, Office of Hon. LOIS CAPPS, 
Member of Congress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 6, 2007. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify 
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the 
Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives, 
that I have been served with a subpoena, 
issued by the Superior Court of California of 
Santa Barbara, for documents in a civil case. 
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After consultation with the Office of Gen-

eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with 
the precedents and privileges of the House. 

Sincerely, 
RANDOLPH HARRISON, 

Chief of Staff. 

f 

INTERNET GAMBLING REGULA-
TION AND TAX ENFORCEMENT 
ACT OF 2007 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
was raised in a fundamentalist Chris-
tian home that cast a dim view on 
gambling. I didn’t care for it much 
then, and I don’t care for it now. 

While the Bible never directly uses 
the word ‘‘gambling,’’ there are plenty 
of references to it in Scripture, and 
none of them are very kind. 

Still, from lotteries to casinos, gam-
bling is part of the American scene 
today. Across the country, govern-
ments derive revenue from gambling 
that flows into public coffers. Whether 
you call it a sin tax or self-imposed 
tax, it helps fund good social programs. 

Today, gambling has migrated online 
where it is unregulated, off shore and 
exporting billions of U.S. dollars. Basi-
cally, we have a Wild West show with 
few protections for Americans against 
fraud, underage gambling and privacy. 

My colleagues, BARNEY FRANK and 
PETER KING, have introduced legisla-
tion to establish some order and law 
online with licensing and regulation. I 
am introducing a companion bill today 
that establishes the process to collect 
some of the gambling revenue online 
just as we do in the communities. 

If we decide as a Nation to enable 
gambling online, the billions of dollars 
flowing out of this country should re-
main here to help us fund schools and 
bridges and a host of social programs 
that need more than luck to succeed. 

f 

CONGRESSMEN CONVICTED OF 
FELONIES STILL COLLECT PEN-
SION CHECKS IN JAIL 

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, taxpayers 
should know that Members of Congress 
convicted of a felony still collect their 
pension checks in jail. Congress took 
no action to kill pensions for congres-
sional felons in February, no action in 
March, April or May. 

Now, Congressman JEFFERSON was 
indicted this week; and, if convicted, a 
nine-term Congressman would get 
$50,000 payments each year from the 
U.S. taxpayer. That would be on top of 
$125,000 payments to Representative 
Rostenkowski, $86,000 payments to 
Senator Durenberger, $64,000 payments 
to Representative Cunningham and 
$40,000 payments to Representative 

Traficant. In total, American tax-
payers pay over $480,000 each year to 
Congressmen convicted of a felony. 

The time for reform has come. 
f 

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, in 2002, 
the House passed the No Child Left Be-
hind Act, the biggest Federal overhaul 
of our public school system in decades. 
Now, 5 years later, the Congress has an 
opportunity to reevaluate the law and 
address what doesn’t seem to be work-
ing. 

During last week’s Memorial Day dis-
trict work period, I met with teachers, 
parents and school administrators to 
listen to their thoughts on NCLB. I 
wanted to hear from the people who are 
in our classrooms every day. They have 
seen firsthand the success and failures 
of the law over the last 5 years. 

The most important thing I heard is 
that there isn’t a single teacher, parent 
or administrator opposed to account-
ability, but they sure had a lot to say 
about how we measure it. I learned 
that, regardless of a school’s status, ev-
eryone had similar concerns with the 
accountability measures and assess-
ment of subgroups by the law. 

Hearing firsthand about the implica-
tions of NCLB through my classrooms 
visits and meetings with parents, 
teachers and school administrators was 
a powerful and instructive experience. 
As we continue the process of reauthor-
izing NCLB, I encourage us all to visit 
schools, talk to teachers, see for our-
selves how this law is affecting our 
public schools. A little more time in 
the classroom is good for us all. 

f 

NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION 
KIDNEY WALK 

(Mr. KUHL of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to call attention to the Na-
tional Kidney Foundation Kidney 
Walk. 

Throughout the year, kidney walks 
will be held nationwide. Specifically, in 
my congressional district, a kidney 
walk will be held on June 9, this Satur-
day, at Eldridge park in Elmira, New 
York. 

Chronic kidney disease affects ap-
proximately 20 million Americans; and, 
tragically, 80,000 people die each year 
from the disease. Additionally, in 2006, 
17,000 kidney transplants were per-
formed, yet more than 70,000 people are 
on the national waiting list for a kid-
ney transplant. 

The purpose of the kidney walk is to 
encourage Americans to educate them-
selves about early detection and pre-
vention of kidney disease and to pro-
mote awareness of organ donation. The 

walks are for a good and a very impor-
tant cause, and I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in supporting them. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PERLMUTTER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

b 1800 

WARTIME AND OUR SOLDIERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, a lot 
of political figures, myself included, 
have talked about the Iraq war. To-
night I want to share the words ex-
pressed by people in this and other 
wars. They come from a new book 
called ‘‘Voices in Wartime.’’ It con-
tains profoundly moving and often po-
etic thoughts from brave U.S. soldiers, 
loved ones and Iraqis. 

This is from John Henry Parker, a 
Marine Corps veteran and Executive 
Director of Veterans and Families. 
‘‘My son is a sergeant in the 10th 
Mountain Division. He was a squad 
leader, and his job was to go into the 
border towns and into the different 
mountain areas around the Pakistan 
border to seek out and find the enemy, 
the Taliban, al Qaeda, and whoever else 
might be hiding in the hills resisting. 

‘‘He had been witnessing a lot of real-
ly horrific things, and his main con-
cern was, can I come back and just get 
past all of this and be a dad, a husband, 
and just a family guy? How do you do 
that?’’ 

Dr. Enas Mohamed is an Iraqi doctor 
now living in Seattle, my Congres-
sional district. She lived in Baghdad 
during the First Gulf War and said this 
in the book: ‘‘The children were really 
scared and kept yelling. It was winter, 
and so, at 5 a.m., there wasn’t much 
sunlight. It was dark, and the bombing 
continued. Everybody felt a deep fear 
in their bones. 

‘‘You can’t imagine the amount of 
disease that has spread since the war. 
One of the largest issues is polluted 
water. It causes dysentery, cholera, ty-
phoid, and there’s a deficiency of 
water, so we don’t have enough water 
to wash our hands every time they get 
dirty. 

‘‘Children play together all the time, 
and they don’t take the precautions 
like adults do. Plus, they have weaker 
immune systems and malnutrition or 
not enough food to fill their needs as 
growing kids. 

‘‘With the low level of hygiene and 
the high level of malnutrition, any in-
fection will start to grow and transmit 
very quickly. 

‘‘One of the victims was a very, very 
hard case for me. He was 10 or 11 years 
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