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TRIBUTE TO CRAIG HOSPITAL
HON. DIANA DeGETTE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2007

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, | would
like to recognize the remarkable history and
invaluable contributions of an extraordinary
hospital in the 1st Congressional District of
Colorado. It is fitting that we recognize this
outstanding institution for its leadership in
health care and rehabilitation and for its en-
during service to the people of our community
and our Nation. It is to commend this distin-
guished organization that | rise to honor the
Craig Hospital on the occasion of its 100th An-
niversary, “Celebrating a Century of Rebuild-
ing Lives.”

The growing importance of innovation in
health care to our well being as a society and
our quality of life is well documented. Craig
Hospital is a powerful community of hope and
it provides people with new possibilities. Craig
has set the standard for quality patient out-
comes. It is an internationally recognized lead-
er in health care and has long been recog-
nized as a premier national center of excel-
lence in the specialties of rehabilitation and re-
search for patients with spinal cord injuries
and acquired brain injuries.

From its founding as the “Tent Colony of
Brotherly Love” in 1907 to the world class fa-
cility we know today, Craig Hospital continues
to be a beacon of hope and remains com-
mitted to the well being of its patients. Reha-
bilitation is a process very different from tradi-
tional medical care. It involves teaching pa-
tients and families to care for themselves. It
requires setting high expectations and hard
work by patients to maximize neurological re-
covery, restore functional abilities and make
the psychological adjustments needed to re-
main as independent and productive as pos-
sible.

Since 1956, Craig Hospital has treated more
than 25,500 patients—more spinal cord injury
patients than any other single facility in the
world. Last year, Craig treated patients from
48 states and for the past 18 years, it has
been ranked among the Top Ten Rehabilita-
tion Hospitals by U.S. News and World Re-
port. Its spinal cord and traumatic brain injury
rehabilitation programs are designated by the
U.S. National Institute on Disability Rehabilita-
tion and Research (NIDRR) as Model Systems
Centers. Since 2006, Craig is the NIDRR Na-
tional Database and Statistical Center (HDSC)
for the Traumatic Brain Injury Model Systems.

Craig Hospital has burnished a reputation of
compassion and legacy of care rivaled by very
few. Patients have characterized Craig Hos-
pital as “a miracle (that is) here for patient
care, not for health care dollars;” as “phe-
nomenal at all they do for patients and fami-
lies.” It comes as no surprise that Craig Hos-
pital has been awarded Magnet Designation—
a national honor—by the American Nurses
Credentialing Center for its excellence in staff

collaboration and teamwork and for the spirit
of inquiry among bed-side nurses as to what
is best for patient care. Truly we, as residents
of the 1st Congressional District, are fortunate
indeed to have an asset of such magnitude in
our community.

Please join me in commending Craig Hos-
pital for its 100 years of leadership in health
care and its invaluable service to our commu-
nity and our Nation. It is the commitment and
dedication that Craig Hospital and members of
its staff exhibit on a daily basis which contin-
ually enhances our lives and builds a better
future for all of our people.

————————

CELEBRATING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF NANCY OSBORNE’S
SERVICE TO KFSN-TV ABC 30

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2007

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate and honor the distinguished career
of Nancy Osborne, on the occasion of her
30th anniversary of being part of the KFSN—
TV ABC 30 family in California’s Central Val-
ley.

Nancy grew up on Army bases in the United
States as well as Japan and Turkey. She
graduated from Las Cruces High School in
New Mexico and attended New Mexico State
University for 3 years. In between a 5-year hi-
atus from college and motherhood, Nancy re-
located to Fresno, CA, in 1973. Upon settling
in Fresno, she returned to college and grad-
uated from Fresno State University with a
bachelors of arts degree in speech commu-
nications in 1976.

A year into graduate school at Fresno State,
Nancy accepted a reporting job with KFSN-TV
30, the local ABC affiliate television station in
Fresno, California and became one of only a
handful of women in the local broadcast indus-
try. Nancy’s success continued as she joined
the anchor team at KFSN-TV in the fall of
1977 and again in 1980 when she produced
and anchored the Valley’s first locally pro-
duced news magazine show along with co-an-
choring the Action News Program.

Nancy’s promising career with ABC 30 con-
tinued throughout the years and in 1996 she
accepted the challenge of joining the Action
News Management team. While continuing her
coverage of the Valley’s political scene and
issues involving children and families, she was
named Executive Producer—Special Projects,
a position which allowed her to play a key role
in helping shape Action News around the
clock.

In January 2004, Nancy returned to report-
ing full time, bringing her experience and ex-
pertise to the expanding daily Action News
coverage. In addition to full-time reporting,
Nancy also co-anchors Action News Live at
Five with Warren Armstrong.

Through the 30 years of service and loyalty
to KFSN-TV ABC 30, Nancy Osborne has

demonstrated the highest level of dedication to
her community. She has emerged as one of
the Valley’s most trusted names in news and
her contributions to the Valley’s broadcast in-
dustry will never be forgotten. It is my sincere
hope that continued health, prosperity, and
success be with Nancy through all her future
endeavors.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF RANDY
PRIDEAUX

HON. PAUL RYAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2007

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Madam Speaker, |
would like to pay tribute to the life of Randy
Prideaux, a civic-minded business leader and
longtime resident of Union Grove, Wisconsin
whose energetic commitment to his commu-
nity touched countless lives. Randy died unex-
pectedly last week, sending waves of shock
and sorrow through Southeastern Wisconsin,
where he was well-known through his busi-
ness and civic leadership.

Randy worked his way up the ladder at
Union Grove Lumber over nearly 40 years to
become CEO of this local lumber and hard-
ware business. He also served as a member
of my Small Business Advisory Board, and |
am grateful that he took the time to share his
expertise with us. He knew the challenges that
small business owners face day in and day
out, and his insights on issues from health
care to tax policies were very helpful. If there
was one thing you could always count on, it
was that Randy would tell you what he truly
thought, whether he agreed or disagreed with
you. His candor and his dedication to doing
what is right for Union Grove will be sorely
missed.

Besides working to strengthen the commu-
nity as an employer and businessman, Randy
gave back in many other ways. Altogether, he
served 20 years on the Village Board. He was
active in the Union Grove Lions Club and had
served two terms as president. He also served
two terms as president of the Chamber of
Commerce.

In his personal life, Randy was a devoted
family man, who recently became a grand-
father. My thoughts and prayers are with his
wife, children, granddaughter, mother, and
brother, and the many friends throughout Wis-
consin who mourn his loss.

HONORING JUDITH REED MEHAL

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 7, 2007
Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Judith Mehal for over

28 years of dedicated service in the public
education system.
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Since graduating from the California Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania with a degree in edu-
cation, Judith Mehal has continued to make a
positive impact on students in Pennsylvania
and Virginia school districts. Ms. Mehal began
teaching in the Penn Hills and South Alle-
gheny school districts of Pennsylvania, but
she has spent the vast majority of her vener-
able career in Fairfax County. After a brief
stint at Cardinal Forest Elementary School,
Ms. Mehal found her niche at Lanier Middle
School where she was able to pursue her pas-
sion for teaching mathematics. During her time
at Lanier Middle School, she earned a mas-
ters degree from Virginia Tech and became a
teacher of technology education. In her 22
years at the school, she has become an inte-
gral part of the Lanier community, and her
presence will be missed by colleagues and
students alike.

Ms. Mehal’'s distinguished career is exem-
plary of the high standard to which public
school teachers hold themselves. Her willing-
ness and ability to teach a variety of dis-
ciplines is highly commendable, as is her own
commitment to pursuing higher education
while continuing to teach in the Fairfax County
school system.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | would like to
extend my best wishes to Ms. Mehal on her
retirement as a technology education teacher
from Lanier Middle School. While | know that
she will be greatly missed, her retirement is
well deserved. | call upon my colleagues to
join me in honoring Judith Reed Mehal and in
wishing her the best of luck in all future en-
deavors.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. NICK
MANCINI

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2007

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, it is with great sadness that thou-
sands of St. Paul friends and neighbors, along
with me, mourn the passing of Mr. Nick
Mancini. At 80 years of age, Nick died on May
29, 2007, and Minnesota lost a very special
person.

Nick Mancini, a man of exceptional kind-
ness, generosity and warmth of spirit, was the
owner of Mancini’s Char House and Lounge,
a St. Paul landmark since the 1960s. For
those who have never visited Nick Mancini’'s
restaurant, it would be difficult to understand
the deep sentiment and fondness we in St.
Paul feel for Nick and his family. For those of
us who have frequented Mancini’s, we were
always made to feel at home and Nick, his
sons and the entire staff made us feel spe-
cial—like we were part of the family. In a fast
food era when the tradition of hospitality is in-
creasingly lost in America, St. Paul is blessed
with a special place—Mancini’'s Char House—
where every customer is made to feel wel-
come and comfortable, and that is before you
started eating a delicious steak dinner.

Hospitality and generosity were the hallmark
of Nick Mancini’'s career and calling. He was
a restaurateur, a neighborhood anchor, a St.
Paul legend and a very, very caring man who
I will miss and always remember. For me, vis-
iting with Nick was always special. This was
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because being Nick’s guest was to be envel-
oped by his warmth, sincerity and kindness. It
didn't matter whether you were a Member of
Congress, a U.S. Senator, the Mayor of St.
Paul, a carpenter, a teacher, or a truck driver,
to Nick you were his guest. Everyone was
treated special and with respect, and everyone
left his restaurant a little heavier and happier.

Along with remembering Nick, | would like to
acknowledge his family and express my con-
dolences to Nick's wife, Maryann, his sons
Pat, John and Nick, Jr., and his grandchildren.

The work of Nick Mancini will not disappear
with his passing. Mancini’'s Char House will
continue to be a St. Paul landmark and an
oasis of hospitality. Pat and John Mancini are
carrying on the tradition of hospitality and
community leadership that so many of us in
St. Paul admire and appreciate. For this last-
ing tradition St. Paul, Minnesota, and our Na-
tion has Nick Mancini to thank.

WORLD OCEANS DAY
HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2007

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, Friday is
World Oceans Day—a day we celebrate the
vast waters that cover two-thirds of the sur-
face of our planet.

A small, but biologically important part of the
Blue Planet is offshore of my 6th Congres-
sional District, a stretch that encompasses the
entire coastline of Marin and Sonoma Coun-
ties.

If you've driven the Marin-Sonoma coast
you know how beautiful it is. Most of it is un-
developed or sparsely populated. Its sparkling
waters, curling waves, pristine beaches, moon
rocked cliffs, surging tide pools, and its soar-
ing seabirds and breeching whales inspire and
delight. Thanks to nutrient rich upwelling which
provides a bounty of phytoplankton at the bot-
tom of the food chain, our waters support 33
species of marine mammals, including blue
and humpbacked whales and elephant seals,
at the top of the food chain.

That's not to say that even here there are
not problems. Today the commercial fishing
fleet of Bodega Bay is just a remnant of past
days. Last year, because of a water allotment
that devasted the Klamath River fishery, our
commercial salmon fishing season was
slashed. Meanwhile, native coho and chinook
salmon and steelhead trout are on the endan-
gered species list.

These tragic depletions of our fisheries are
symptomatic of many things: global over-
fishing; inland habitat destruction; and water
diversions; climate change; pollution, coastal
development—all of which were addressed by
reports from the U.S. Commission on Ocean
Policy and the Pew Oceans Commission, and
all of which need to be seriously dealt with.

But the ocean is amazingly resilient. Aquatic
populations can come back, if we take positive
actions.

All of our oceans need enlightened govern-
ance and protection, but there are places that
are so rich, so vitally important to sustaining
marine life that we need to immediately take
special measures.

The northern California coast is one of
those places, and that’'s why | have introduced
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legislation, H.R. 1187, to expand the bound-
aries of the Gulf of the Farallones and Cordell
Bank National Marine Sanctuaries to include
the entire Sonoma and with the support of
Representative MIKE THOMPSON and the
Mendocino County board of supervisors, the
southern Mendocino coast.

The current northern boundary of the Gulf of
the Farallones and Cordell Banks National
Marine Sanctuaries is Bodega Head. Yet re-
search shows that the rich marine geological
area of the Gulf of the Farallones actually ex-
tends to Point Arena, about 100 miles north of
Bodega Head.

The Sonoma and southern Mendocino coast
has two great estuaries, the Russian and
Gualala Rivers. The Russian River watershed
is especially burdened by multiple threats
caused by human development. My bill pro-
tects these estuaries by banning increased
polluting discharges into their waters. And, it
will ensure that changes in flow or salinity do
not harm marine life.

Marine sanctuary protection will also ensure
that the Bodega Marine Laboratory will be
able to continue 50-years of studies in these
pristine waters—research that will help us
learn how to live with an ocean that is not so
endless that it cannot be despoiled.

The people of Sonoma and Mendocino love
their coast, and because we will bring to it
permanent protection, ecosystem manage-
ment and the vital research that the marine
sanctuary program provides, we will pass it on
to our children, unspoiled and thriving with life.

That's my commitment as we celebrate
World Oceans Day.

———

HONORING MAITHREYI
GOPALAKRISHNAN

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2007

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Maithreyi Gopalakrishnan,
an eighth grader at Peak to Peak Charter
School in Superior, Colorado. She recently
made the semifinals at the National Spelling
Bee in Washington, DC. She has been to sev-
eral spelling bees and 2 years ago, finished at
an impressive 37th place. At this year's Na-
tional Spelling Bee, Ms. Gopalakrishnan beat
out opponents by spelling the word salinelle, a
mud volcano erupting saline mud—solidifying
her chance to win the contest. The winner of
the National Spelling Bee receives $35,000, a
$5,000 scholarship, a savings bond of $2,500
and a set of reference works.

Two hundred and eighty-six extraordinary
students from across the Nation train vigor-
ously in preparation for this annual event held
at the Grand Hyatt Washington hotel. Students
are expected to be able to spell words such
as prioplasmosis and my personal favorite,
bewusstseinslage, which means a state of
consciousness—something my critics occa-
sionally accuse me of losing.

The skills and values that Ms.
Gopalakrishnan already displays will help her
with many challenges that she may face in the
future. Furthermore, her commitment to learn-
ing and competitive drive makes her a strong
student who is sure to excel in her academic
career. | ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Maithreyi Gopalakrishnan in all of
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