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baseball player, talented basketball player,
and honor student. He then attended the University of Connecticut where he participated in
ROTC, graduating cum laude in 2005 with a
bachelor’s degree in resource economics.
After graduation, Keith joined the army. At
the top of his class, he chose to attend the
United States Army Aviation Warfighting Center where he became a helicopter pilot. He
was deployed to Iraq in December as part of
Task Force Lightning.
Keith Heidtman represents the promise of
America. A talented and dedicated young
man, he laid down his life to serve his country.
While his smile may no longer brighten the
lives of those around him, the memory of his
life shall always endure. Young men and
women are serving our Nation with honor and
distinction every day. They are on the
frontlines, defending those in need of help.
There is no job nobler. Keith understood this
great responsibility and volunteered for service
to protect his country and its citizens, strangers and family members alike.
At his funeral, I was moved by the incredible
outpouring of support demonstrated by his
friends and community. Hundreds of people
came to pay their respects and salute this
American hero.
I recently had the chance to meet Keith’s
mother and stepfather, Maureen and Arthur, at
their home in Norwich. After meeting them it
was clear to me where Keith developed his
penchant for service—his mother. As an employee for the Connecticut Department of Children and Families, Maureen has dedicated her
life to helping those in need. Keith carried on
her legacy in the U.S. Army where he bravely
served his country and made the ultimate sacrifice.
Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring
1st Lt. Keith Heidtman and his service to our
great Nation. Keith and his sacrifice will forever be remembered by me, a mourning Connecticut, a grateful Nation, and family members who will never forget.
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Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, today I rise
to pay tribute to Dr. Manuel (Manny) Lopez as
he celebrates his 80th birthday. Dr. Lopez has
served the Oxnard community as a doctor, an
activist, a community volunteer and as an
elected official. I am pleased to recognize Dr.
Lopez on this special day.
Born in Oxnard in 1927, Dr. Lopez attended
local schools through high school, attended
Ventura Community College and went on to
attend DC Berkeley for his undergraduate
education and as a student of optometry. He
returned to his community and has practiced
Optometry in Oxnard since 1962.
Before serving on the Oxnard City Council
for 12 years and then serving as mayor for 14
years, Dr. Lopez was involved with the Oxnard
Planning Commission, the Housing Authority,
the Redevelopment Agency, the Community
Relations Commission and the Economic Development Commission. While serving as a
Member of the Council and as mayor, Dr.

VerDate Aug 31 2005

06:13 Jul 28, 2007

E1257

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Jkt 059060

Lopez represented the city on a number of
local and regional committees dealing with
such issues as transportation planning, wastewater treatment, local airport policy and agricultural land preservation. He has also participated in many community groups such as the
Oxnard Chamber of Commerce, the Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce, the Oxnard Optimist
Club, the Oxnard Boys and Girls Club and
many others.
As a result of his dedication to his community, Dr. Lopez was chosen as the 1991
Oxnard Distinguished Citizen of the Year and,
in 1992, he received the Patrick Henry Award.
In 2006 Dr. Lopez was the Grand Marshal of
the Oxnard Christmas Parade. It is my honor,
Madam Speaker, to recognize and commend
Dr. Manuel Lopez for his ongoing service to
his community on this joyous occasion of his
80th Birthday.
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Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today
to recognize National Minority Cancer Awareness Week. This week of awareness gave us
the opportunity to highlight the issues and
concerns that minority cancer patients and
their families face on a daily basis. It is important that we acknowledge the challenges
present for minorities who suffer with cancer
so that we can take the necessary steps to alleviate these barriers.
Cancer patients endure chemotherapy, radiation therapy, surgical operations and other
forms of medical treatment to fight the numerous types of cancer. The medical community
continues to conduct research to find cures for
cancer and develop more effective ways to
treat individuals struggling with the disease.
Unfortunately these medical advances are out
of reach for many minorities dealing with cancer. The American Cancer Society has documented that the advances in cancer prevention, early detection, and treatment has
evaded minority groups:
Minority populations often face numerous
obstacles receiving equal access to prevention, early detection, and quality treatment and
tend to receive lower quality health care than
white patients even when insurance status, income, age, and severity of conditions are
comparable.
Racial and ethnic minorities may lack health
insurance, earn lower incomes, and experience language barriers, racial bias, and
stereotyping which can affect interactions between patients and physicians and contribute
to miscommunication or delivery of substandard care.
Eighteen percent of African Americans and
35 percent of Hispanic/Latinos are uninsured,
while only 12 percent of whites lack health insurance.
I applaud the American Cancer Society and
the American Cancer Society Cancer Action
Network for bringing national awareness to the
issues faced by minority cancer patients and
for their efforts in celebrating National Minority
Cancer Awareness Week.
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
Sergeant Brandon Hadaway, 25, of Valley,
Alabama, died on May 30, 2007, in Afghanistan. Sergeant Hadaway was assigned to the
3rd Battalion, 82nd General Support Aviation
Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division stationed in
Fort Bragg, North Carolina.
Sergeant Hadaway was serving on his third
tour when his helicopter took fire from enemy
combatants, He was a proud graduate of Valley High School and will be dearly missed in
his community. As a testament to his sacrifice,
the City of Valley has already declared a flag
day in his honor.
Words cannot express the sense of sadness
we have for his family, and for the gratitude
our country feels for his service. Sgt.
Hadaway, like other brave men and women
who have served in uniform, died serving not
just the United States, but the entire cause of
liberty. Indeed, like those who have served before him, he was a true American.
We will forever hold him closely in our
hearts, and remember his sacrifice and that of
his family as a remembrance of his bravery
and willingness to serve our nation. Thank
you, Madam Speaker, for the House’s remembrance at this mournful occasion.
f

FREEDOM FOR ANTONIO RAMÓN
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Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to speak about
Antonio Ramón Dı́az Sánchez, a prisoner of
conscience in totalitarian Cuba.
Mr. Dı́az Sánchez, an electrician by profession, is a member of the Christian Liberation
Movement and a peaceful pro-democracy activist who desires to exercise his basic human
rights and who supports freedom, democracy
and the Rule of Law for the people of Cuba.
Unfortunately, the nightmare that is the totalitarian regime continues to oppress the men
and women of Cuba, especially those who
work to shed light on the vicious crimes committed against the Cuban people by the tyrant.
In March 2003, as part of the tyrant’s condemnable crackdown on peaceful, pro-democracy activists, Mr. Dı́az Sánchez was arrested
simply for expressing his opinions. Mr. Dı́az
Sánchez was subjected to a sham trial where
he was ‘‘sentenced’’ to 20 years of confinement in the infernal totalitarian dungeons of
the brutal regime.
Mr. Dı́az Sánchez has continued to advocate for freedom and justice while locked in
the hellish squalor of the dictatorship’s gulag.
He has participated in various hunger strikes
to draw attention to the horrific conditions that
political prisoners are subjected to in the
gulag. He is routinely denied medical treatment although he currently suffers from painful
colitis and has been denied a biopsy for a rapidly growing tumor on his prostrate.

J:\CRONLINE\2007BA~3\2007NE~2\E11JN7.REC

E11JN7

E1258

According to Mr. Dı́az Sánchez’s nephew,
NGOs have offered Mr. Dı́az anti-inflammatory
medications to relieve his symptoms but as of
yet neither he nor his family have received
any such medications to relieve his symptoms.
The burden of the cruel treatment he has received and the physical strain of the subhuman conditions in which Mr. Dı́az Sánchez
is forced to live have completely drained him
of his desire to nourish himself. He survives
on barely on a few spoonfuls of putrid food
each day.
In the face of such horrific mistreatment, the
regime’s henchmen refuse to provide Mr. Dı́az
or his family with medical diagnoses. Madam
Speaker, let me be very clear, Mr. Dı́az
Sánchez is suffering at the whim of a monstrous regime just 90 miles from our shore, although he has done nothing other than desire
that his children and the long-suffering people
of Cuba live in freedom with fundamental
human rights and dignity.
Madam Speaker, Mr. Dı́az Sánchez has
courageously risked his life in order to bring a
semblance of humane treatment to those confined in the nightmare that is the totalitarian
gulag. His example shines a light of courage
on the abominable disregard for human rights
in that oppressed island. My Colleagues, we
must demand the immediate and unconditional
release of Antonio Ramón Dı́az Sánchez and
every political prisoner in totalitarian Cuba.
f
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Mr. FATTAH. Madam Speaker, I rise today
to recognize and commend Bob Perkins, an
outstanding Philadelphian who has devoted
more than four decades as a radio host and
commentator to the advancement and enjoyment of Jazz.
‘‘B.P. with the G.M.’’ has been the radio signature for Bob Perkins bringing the Good
Music of Jazz to grateful Philadelphia listeners
for the past ten years from WRTI–FM, the
Temple University flagship station.
Bob Perkins has entertained and informed
listeners for 42 years as a radio newscaster,
commentator and jazz host, 37 of those years
in Philadelphia, while writing opinion pieces
and jazz commentary for numerous local publications.
Bob was born and raised in South Philadelphia, where he listened night and day to the
radio that was on constantly in the Perkins
household. His career took him briefly to Detroit, but by 1969 he was back in Philadelphia
at WDAS as newscaster, news director and
editorial director. Meanwhile he was hosting a
popular Saturday night Jazz program on public
radio’s WHYY–FM.
Ten years ago Bob moved to WRTI–FM,
where he shares his encyclopedic knowledge
of Jazz, and the men and women who perform
it, with his devoted audience. It is programming that brings prestige and listeners to
WRTI–FM while keeping alive this unique and
indigenous American art form.
Bob Perkins has been the deserving recipient of more than three dozen awards for jour-
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nalistic, broadcast and community excellence.
He is the recipient of a Mellon Jazz Community Service Award and the Kal Rudman Milestone in Radio Award. In 2003, he was inducted into the Philadelphia Broadcast Hall of
Fame. He and his wife Sheila live in Philadelphia’s West Oak Lane section.
At age 73, Bob continues his weeknight and
Sunday broadcasts, offering his insights, his
stories, and his love on ‘‘the G.M.’’ And so I
rise in recognition for a lifetime of achievement. On behalf of all your grateful fans, thank
you Bob Perkins, native son and Philadelphia
civic treasure.
f
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Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I rise today
to introduce the Agricultural Producers ValueAdded Investment Tax Credit Act of 2007,
which is designed to give agricultural producers an incentive to invest in value-added
enterprises. Through such investment, agricultural producers would not only realize a greater share of the profits generated by their products, but would also further economic development efforts, particularly in rural areas like my
Central and Northern New York Congressional
District.
Specifically, the Agricultural Producers
Value-Added Investment Tax Credit Act would
provide a 50-percent tax credit, up to $30,000
annually, for producers who invest in valueadded enterprises. To allow for the cyclical nature of farm incomes, this legislation would
allow the tax credit to be applied over a 20year period. In the case of a farmer-owned entity, the credit would be allocated on a pro rata
basis among eligible persons holding qualified
interests in the entity.
Sadly, American farmers often get the
smallest portion of the profit generated by the
raw product they produce. As the agricultural
product is transported, processed, and marketed before it arrives on the grocery shelf,
several middlemen cash in on the product. By
offering this tax credit, we can provide farmers
and farmer-owned entities with an added incentive to produce value-added products and
move toward greater financial independence.
They will be able to earn more by reaching up
the agricultural marketing chain to capture
more of the profits their product generates. In
addition, producer investment in value-added
enterprises will help American farmers adapt
to the challenges of marketing their products
in an increasingly global economy.
Finally, the Agricultural Producers ValueAdded Investment Tax Credit Act would further economic development efforts in and help
stem migration from rural areas. This aspect
of the legislation is very important to all of my
constituents as seven of the 11 counties I represent have poverty rates greater than the national rate of 12.7 percent. In addition, five of
my constituent counties have experienced a
decrease in their populations since 2000.
Thus, it is my hope that my colleagues will
join with me to enact this important legislation.
It not only would help American farmers, but
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it would provide yet another tool in our effort
to further economic opportunities and increase
the quality of life in our nation’s rural areas.
f
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Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today to
announce the introduction of the Greenhouse
Gas Accountability Act of 2007. This legislation can serve as an essential first step in a
comprehensive policy to combat climate
change.
When constructing a comprehensive, economy-wide global warming policy, what is the
first thing we have to know? It is what we are
currently emitting, who is emitting it, and data
on where in the economy it makes sense to
regulate. The biggest mistake the EU made in
creating its cap and trade system was distributing credits without having a good idea of its
emissions first. This resulted in power companies being given more credits they needed. In
turn these power companies were able to sell
their excess credits and gain a windfall rather
than being forced to reduce emissions.
This comprehensive registry will give us all
the data we need to craft future legislation and
intelligently decide how to allocate credits. I
am not suggesting that this legislation act as
a substitute to a cap and trade program, however. Speaker PELOSI, Chairman DINGELL and
Chairman BOUCHER have all pledged to bring
a comprehensive cap and trade bill to the
House floor by the end of this year. I applaud
these efforts and that is why I am a cosponsor
of two of the most prominent cap and trade
bills in the House today. At the very least I
hope the Greenhouse Gas Accountability Act
can become an amendment to one of these
worthy cap and trade proposals.
Not only will this bill lay the groundwork for
future legislation on climate change, but the
bill will serve other important functions as well.
For instance, by requiring greenhouse gas reports by entity and by facility investors will be
able accurately assess the risks and opportunities of various companies. Currently all investors know that carbon regulation is coming.
But despite heroic efforts by the Carbon Disclosure Project, many companies still do not
disclose their carbon emissions to their investors. This bill will require all large publicly traded companies to finally let their investors know
what they are doing about the climate.
Further, the public will be able to hold companies accountable for their actions to address
global warming. Just as we saw with the successful Toxics Release Inventory program,
many companies will see the light once they
truly become aware of their own impacts. This
increased awareness will almost assuredly
lead to reduced emissions.
Perhaps the most important aspect of the
legislation is that it would require international
companies who trade on American stock exchanges to report their emissions abroad as
well. No longer will we be in the dark about
how foreign operations in developing countries
are adding to the world’s accumulation of
greenhouse gases. This means that we could
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