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a mutual interest in keeping the Korean Penin-
sula free of nuclear weapons. 

Finally, the U.S. and Korea have been work-
ing diligently on a free trade agreement be-
tween our two countries that will deepen eco-
nomic ties and boost trade and investment for 
both countries. I am pleased that these nego-
tiations concluded on April 1, 2007 and it is 
my hope that the agreement will soon be 
signed and Congress passes the required en-
acting legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the House to pass this 
resolution today. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of H. Res. 295. 

This resolution recognizes the tremendous 
alliance that the United States shares with the 
Republic of Korea. Korea has been one of this 
country’s strongest allies, both in the inter-
national war on terror, as well as in expanding 
free trade. Korea stands as a shining example 
of democracy in action. 

In the 11th Congressional District of Vir-
ginia, I represent a growing and vigorous Ko-
rean American population. Korean Americans 
thrive in areas such as business, medicine, 
law, art and athletics. According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, Korean Americans own and 
operate over 130,000 businesses and employ 
over 333,000 individuals. These are prime ex-
amples of their importance in the United 
States and to the growth of our economy. It is 
clear to me that the strong alliance between 
the United States and the Republic of Korea 
can be seen everyday in the neighborhoods 
and workplaces right here in the Washington, 
D.C. area. 

The Republic of Korea’s strong belief in up-
holding individual rights and liberties serves as 
an example for the entire Korean peninsula, 
as well as beyond. Korea’s 2,300 troops de-
ployed in Iraq and 200 troops deployed in Af-
ghanistan indicate not only Korea’s support of 
our efforts in ending terrorism abroad, but also 
illustrate Korea’s strong commitment to 
spreading democracy throughout the world. In-
deed, Korea has been one of our most ardent 
and unfailing allies abroad. 

I encourage my colleagues to support this 
resolution. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
today we honor an ally who is standing with 
us in the Global War on Terrorism. An ally 
who knows what it is like to fight for peace 
and freedom, South Korea. Just over 50 years 
ago, Korea was the most violent spot on the 
planet as the North Korean government, 
backed by the Soviets and Chinese, swooped 
in to destroy the fledgling democracy in the 
south. 

I am a proud cosponsor of this resolution 
which recognizes the significant contributions 
that the South Korean military has made in Af-
ghanistan and in Iraq. Our South Korean allies 
maintain the third largest contingent of per-
sonnel in Iraq, where they are helping each 
day to rebuild that nation and spread the free-
dom they too earned with blood, sweat, and 
grit. 

While as many as 3,600 personnel have at 
some time served, currently 2,300 work in the 
country to provide medical services, build and 
repair roads, power lines, schools, and other 
public works. 

The Republic of Korea has contributed both 
men and money to rebuilding Iraq because 
they know how difficult it is to rise from the 
ashes of war. Since the end of the Korean 

War, the people of South Korea have built one 
of the world’s most modern and dynamic 
economies. 

We hope that the Iraqi and Afghani people 
can look to the South Korean model to de-
velop into a peaceful and prosperous nation. 
We thank the Republic of Korea and the Ko-
rean people for their sacrifice and their stand 
for freedom. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of H. Res. 295, a resolution 
that recognizes the strong alliance between 
the Republic of Korea and the United States 
and further expresses appreciation to the Re-
public of Korea for its efforts in the global war 
against terrorism. The dynamic and strong re-
lations that exist between the United States 
and Republic of Korea serve as a model for 
partnerships the United States must continue 
to seek to establish and cultivate with other 
countries within the Asia-Pacific region and 
throughout the world. 

The contributions made by the government 
of the Republic of Korea toward helping battle 
terrorism are vital to providing for safety and 
security throughout the world. The efforts on 
the part of the Republic of Korea to help fight 
terrorists in Afghanistan and Iraq and help de-
velop democratic governance, strengthen civil 
society, and establish stronger economies in 
those countries are of particular importance to 
the United States and our allies. These mis-
sions are challenging ones. Their eventual, 
positive outcomes are less than certain at this 
point. The commitment to achieving success 
in Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation 
Iraqi Freedom displayed by the Republic of 
Korea is commendable and an important com-
ponent of the Coalition force structure. 

Efforts on the part of South Korea to en-
courage the government of North Korea to act 
in a responsible manner with respect to its 
misguided pursuit of nuclear weapons and bal-
listic missile technology are also of paramount 
importance at this time to the United States 
and our allies. I am encouraged by the strong 
partnership that has been formed between the 
United States and South Korea and other 
countries with respect to this issue. 

I welcome the opportunity to continue to 
work with our South Korean allies toward en-
suring a more peaceful, stable, and pros-
perous Asia-Pacific region and world. I am 
confident that the United States and South 
Korea will develop even stronger political, eco-
nomic, and security ties in the years ahead. I 
urge my colleagues to support this resolution. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from American Samoa 
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 295, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A resolution recognizing the strong 
alliance between the Republic of Korea 
and the United States and expressing 
appreciation to the Republic of Korea 
for its contributions to international 
efforts to combat terrorism.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOHN PEHLE FOR 
HIS CONTRIBUTIONS IN HELPING 
RESCUE JEWS AND OTHER MI-
NORITIES FROM THE HOLOCAUST 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 226) to recognize 
John Pehle for his contributions to the 
Nation in helping rescue Jews and 
other minorities from the Holocaust 
during World War II, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 226 
Whereas some 6,000,000 Jews were slaugh-

tered pursuant to Adolf Hitler’s diabolical 
plan for the total extermination of the Jews 
during the Third Reich, and even more would 
have perished had it not been for the efforts 
of a number of United States Government of-
ficials who spoke out forcefully against 
American policy and persuaded President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt of the need for ex-
traordinary measures to save Jewish lives; 

‘‘Whereas on November 9, 1943—the 5th an-
niversary of Kristallnacht, when pogroms 
against Jews and the burning of synagogues 
and Jewish businesses and homes were car-
ried out throughout Nazi Germany—iden-
tical Congressional resolutions were intro-
duced in both houses of Congress calling for 
the creation of a United States Government 
commission ‘‘to formulate and effectuate a 
plan of immediate action designed to save 
the surviving Jewish people of Europe from 
extinction at the hands of Nazi Germany’’; 

‘‘Whereas the Senate version was intro-
duced by Senator Guy Gillette of Iowa with 
the support of Elbert Thomas of Utah and 
Edwin Johnson of Colorado and was unani-
mously approved in the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee on December 20, 1943, and 
scheduled for a full Senate vote in early 1944; 

Whereas the House version was introduced 
by Representative Will Rogers, Jr., of Cali-
fornia and extensive hearings on the resolu-
tion were held by the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee; 

‘‘Whereas United States Government agen-
cies were receiving extensive credible infor-
mation about the extent of Nazi atrocities 
against the Jews and other minorities in Eu-
rope, nevertheless, the policy of the United 
States as developed and implemented in the 
Department of State opposed American gov-
ernment action to save the lives of Jewish 
and other minorities who were being system-
atically exterminated by the Nazi German 
government; 

‘‘Whereas in 1943 and early 1944, an extraor-
dinary group of officials at the United States 
Department of Treasury sought to change 
those policies and Secretary of the Treasury 
Henry Morgenthau directed the preparation 
of a memorandum to the President of the 
United States urging more direct and force-
ful American action to aid Jewish victims of 
the Nazi atrocities, and this document, pre-
pared by Josiah DuBois, Jr., Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel of the Treasury Department, 
and John Pehle, a 33-year-old attorney in the 
Foreign Funds Control unit of the Treasury 
Department, was presented to President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt by Secretary Morgen-
thau, Randolph Paul and Pehle on January 
16, 1944; 

Whereas President Roosevelt signed Execu-
tive Order 9417 on January 22, 1944, affirming 
that ‘‘it is the policy of this Government to 
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take all measures within its power to rescue 
the victims of enemy oppression who are in 
imminent danger of death and otherwise af-
ford such victims all possible relief and as-
sistance consistent with the successful pros-
ecution of the war’’ and creating the War 
Refugee Board, composed of the Secretaries 
of State, Treasury and War, to carry out this 
policy; 

Whereas John Pehle was appointed the 
Acting Executive Director and subsequently 
Executive Director of the Board and Josiah 
DuBois, Jr. was appointed General Counsel 
of the Board; 

Whereas on January 25, 1944, the Board 
issued a critically important diplomatic 
cable to all United States diplomatic mis-
sions abroad ordering that ‘‘action be taken 
to forestall the plot of the Nazis to extermi-
nate the Jews and other persecuted minori-
ties in Europe’’ and developed new programs 
to increase the flow of Jewish and other refu-
gees from Nazi persecution to neutral coun-
tries in Europe, including Turkey, Portugal, 
Switzerland, Spain, and Sweden, from where 
they were assisted to go to North America, 
Palestine and North and South America; 

Whereas the Board assisted the Inter-
national Red Cross to provide food parcels to 
‘‘stateless’’ civilians in internment camps, to 
support and protect some 3,000,000 Allied and 
Axis prisoners of war, and to streamline Fed-
eral licensing procedures for the trans-
mission of funds to pay for Red Cross relief 
supplies and rescue operations, thus saving 
the lives of thousands of Jews and other in-
ternees; 

Whereas in April 1944, John Pehle, on be-
half of the War Refugee Board, urged all neu-
tral nations to increase their diplomatic rep-
resentation in Hungary to help prevent the 
accelerating deportation of Jews to Ausch-
witz-Birkenau and other Nazi extermination 
camps and to begin providing vital funding 
and other resources to assist in saving Hun-
garian Jews from concentration and extermi-
nation camps; 

Whereas the War Refugee Board sought out 
Swedish citizen Raoul Wallenberg and, with 
the support of the Swedish government and 
its legation in Budapest, supported one of 
the most extensive and successful rescue ef-
forts during the Holocaust; and 

Whereas subsequent academic studies have 
credited the War Refugee Board with res-
cuing as many as 200,000 Jews from Nazi oc-
cupied countries through the efforts of 
Wallenberg and others: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) honors the efforts and contributions of 
those who worked for the establishment of 
the War Refugee Board and for a more active 
United States policy to rescue Jews and 
other victims of Nazi repression who were in 
imminent danger of death and to provide 
these persecuted minorities with relief and 
assistance during World War II; and 

(2) commends in particular the actions of 
Secretary of Treasury Henry Morgenthau, 
Josiah DuBois, Jr., and John Pehle for their 
dedication and devotion to helping rescue 
Jews and other persecuted minorities in the 
Holocaust. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WOOLSEY) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 

extraneous material on the resolution 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of this resolution. 
Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. LANTOS, 

chairman of the committee and my 
Bay Area neighbor, for working so 
closely with me to bring this resolu-
tion to the floor today. As the only 
Holocaust survivor in the Congress, his 
support of this resolution means very 
much to all of us, and particularly to 
me. 

H. Res. 226 is a resolution to recog-
nize American government officials 
who played a critical role in the cre-
ation and activity of the War Refugee 
Board in an effort to help rescue Jews 
and other persecuted minorities during 
the years of the Holocaust. 

Because of their actions and because 
of their bravery, an unknown number 
of people were saved from the horrific 
reign of Adolf Hitler and his followers. 
Specifically, we are commending the 
actions of Secretary of Treasury Henry 
Morgenthau, Josiah DuBois and John 
Pehle for their dedication and devotion 
to helping rescue Jews and other per-
secuted minorities during the Holo-
caust. 

To many, World War II and the Holo-
caust may seem long, long, long ago. 
For others, however, this is a memory 
which will be imprinted in their soul 
forever. Six million Jews were killed 
under the brutal and evil reign of Adolf 
Hitler while many countries turned a 
blind eye to their ethnic cleansing and 
genocide. 

During this dark time, some brave 
men and women stood up and de-
manded that every person, no matter 
their ethnic background, be treated 
justly and humanely. The people serv-
ing the War Refugee Board sent a his-
toric cable to the diplomatic missions 
ordering that ‘‘action be taken to fore-
stall the plot of the Nazis to extermi-
nate the Jews and other persecuted mi-
norities in Europe.’’ 

b 1545 

They developed new programs to in-
crease the flow of Jewish and other ref-
ugees from Nazi persecution to neutral 
countries. 

After the horror of the concentration 
camps and extermination campaigns 
were revealed, the world said ‘‘never 
again.’’ 

And yet, Mr. Speaker, we look 
around the world to see hauntingly 
similar events occurring, particularly 
in places like Darfur. Mr. Speaker, if 
we truly wish to honor the memory of 
the Holocaust victims, we must come 
together to stand up in the face of big-
otry and hatred all around the world 
today. The action of the War Refugee 
Board is an amazing example of cour-
age, human kindness, and compassion. 

Today, we rise to recognize their 
service to this country and to human-
kind. We rise to remember the Jews 
and minorities who perished under a 
reign of terror. But it is with hope that 
we look to the future, a future of peace 
and human dignity where ‘‘never 
again’’ means never again. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 226 recognizes 
American government officials who 
played a critical role in the creation of 
the War Refugee Board in an effort to 
help rescue Jews and other persecuted 
minorities during the Holocaust. 

In the early stage of World War II, 
there was an extensive flow of informa-
tion about the extent of Jews and other 
minorities being systematically mur-
dered by the Nazi regime. 

A heroic group of U.S. Government 
officials from the Treasury Depart-
ment, including Secretary of the Treas-
urer, Henry Morganthau, as well as Jo-
seph DuBois and John Pehle, urged 
President Franklin Roosevelt to take 
more direct and forceful action to help 
the victims of the Nazi atrocities. 

President Roosevelt later signed an 
executive order creating the War Ref-
ugee Board. Mr. John Pehle became the 
executive director of the board which 
helped to rescue Jews and other vic-
tims of Nazi persecution and prevented 
thousands of people from dying in ex-
termination camps. 

Furthermore, the board assisted the 
International Red Cross to provide food 
and shelter to over 3 million prisoners 
of war. Efforts by those who worked to 
establish the War Refugee Board, par-
ticularly of Secretary of Treasury 
Henry Morganthau, Joseph DuBois, and 
John Pehle, were instrumental in sav-
ing thousands of lives during the Nazi 
extermination policy. 

H. Res. 226 recognizes and honors 
these government officials for their ef-
forts, and I urge support for this legis-
lation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from American Samoa (Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA), chairman of the For-
eign Affairs Subcommittee on Asia, the 
Pacific and the Global Environment. 

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and 
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.) 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I want to commend the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) not 
only as chief sponsor of this proposed 
legislation, but also for her leadership 
and her compassion and commitment 
in the field of human rights for fellow 
human beings all over the world. 

I cannot help but stand here on the 
floor and share with my colleagues 
some of the thoughts that came to my 
mind when my colleague from Cali-
fornia was explaining about the provi-
sions of this important legislation. 
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Usually I am not a person who gets 

emotional watching movies, but re-
cently I watched the movie ‘‘Freedom 
Riders.’’ I cannot help but recall the 
experience that these teenagers in 
Long Beach went through, and how 
creative this teacher was in trying to 
get kids who were from basically low- 
income areas and who had no idea or 
concept what it means to read. Some-
how the teacher was able to get these 
high school students to read ‘‘The 
Diary of Anne Frank.’’ It got to the 
point where the students became so in-
terested in what happened when they 
read this book, ‘‘The Diary of Anne 
Frank,’’ that they invited a Holocaust 
survivor to speak to them in Los Ange-
les. She testified personally what it 
meant to be not only a prisoner but I 
would say a slave during the Nazi pe-
riod and the terrible time that the 
Jewish people went through during 
that period of their history. 

I thank Chairman LANTOS not only 
for his leadership, but as a Holocaust 
survivor himself, I cannot think of a 
better person who can share with our 
colleagues what it means to be part of 
that period and the pain and suffering 
6 million Jews went through during 
that process. 

I recall a statement made by one of 
the great poet philosophers, Santa-
yana, who said: ‘‘Those who don’t re-
member the past are condemned to re-
peat it.’’ Some say why should we 
worry, this happened in the past. Why 
worry about it. I think we have to re-
member so these things never happen 
again. 

Yes, I visit the Holocaust Museum 
and what do I say: Never again. Never 
again. That racism and bigotry and ha-
tred should never be a part of the leg-
acy of our great Nation. 

I commend my friend from California 
for bringing this resolution before the 
Members for their consideration, and I 
urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to reclaim 30 sec-
onds of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am re-

miss in not complimenting the gentle-
woman from California for bringing 
this forward. It is very, very important 
that we do remember what people have 
done and when good people have 
stepped forward. 

We are sitting here and you always 
want to do your best on the pronuncia-
tion of names, and it is sad we don’t 
know these names better than we do. I 
think you bringing forward this resolu-
tion, again it just highlights the im-
portance that we do remember what 
has happened in the past and we keep 
it from happening in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank the gentleman from 
American Samoa and the gentleman 
from Arkansas for their kind words. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WOOLSEY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 226, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A resolution to recognize American 
government officials who played a crit-
ical role in the creation and activity of 
the War Refugee Board in an effort to 
help rescue Jews and other persecuted 
minorities during the Holocaust.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PROHIBITION ON SALE BY DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE OF 
PARTS FOR F–14 FIGHTER AIR-
CRAFT 
Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1441) to prohibit the sale by the 
Department of Defense of parts for F–14 
fighter aircraft, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1441 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON SALE BY DEPART-

MENT OF DEFENSE OF PARTS FOR 
F–14 FIGHTER AIRCRAFT. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) The Department of Defense is respon-
sible for demilitarizing and auctioning off 
sensitive surplus United States military 
equipment. 

(2) F–14 ‘‘Tomcat’’ fighter aircraft have re-
cently been retired, and their parts are being 
made available by auction in large quan-
tities. 

(3) Iran is the only country, besides the 
United States, flying F–14 fighter aircraft 
and is purchasing surplus parts for such air-
craft from brokers. 

(4) The Government Accountability Office 
has, as a result of undercover investigative 
work, declared the acquisition of the surplus 
United States military equipment, including 
parts for F–14 fighter aircraft, to be disturb-
ingly effortless. 

(5) Upon the seizure of such sensitive sur-
plus military equipment being sold to Iran, 
United States customs agents have discov-
ered these same items, having been resold by 
the Department of Defense, being brokered 
illegally to Iran again. 

(6) Iran is pursuing a nuclear weapons ca-
pability, and the Department of State has 
identified Iran as the most active state spon-
sor of terrorism. 

(7) Iran continues to provide funding, safe 
haven, training, and weapons to known ter-
rorist groups, including Hizballah, HAMAS, 
the Palestine Islamic Jihad, and the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine. 

(8) The sale of spare parts for F–14 fighter 
aircraft could make it more difficult to con-
front the nuclear weapons capability of Iran 
and would strengthen the ground war capa-
bility of Iran. To prevent these threats to re-
gional and global security, the sale of spare 
parts for F–14 fighter aircraft should be pro-
hibited. 

(b) PROHIBITION ON SALE BY DEPARTMENT OF 
DEFENSE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law and except as provided 
in paragraph (2), the Department of Defense 
may not sell (whether directly or indirectly) 
any parts for F–14 fighter aircraft, whether 
through the Defense Reutilization and Mar-
keting Service or through another agency or 
element of the Department. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply with respect to the sale of parts for F– 
14 fighter aircraft to a museum or similar or-
ganization located in the United States that 
is involved in the preservation of F–14 fight-
er aircraft for historical purposes. 

(c) PROHIBITION ON EXPORT LICENSE.—No li-
cense for the export of parts for F–14 fighter 
aircraft to a non-United States person or en-
tity may be issued by the United States Gov-
ernment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Arizona (Ms. GIFFORDS) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in strong support of H.R. 

1441, a bill that will put an end to mili-
tary surplus sales that may inadvert-
ently be helping to sustain Iran’s Air 
Force. 

First, I would like to thank Chair-
man LANTOS and Chairman SKELTON 
for their leadership on this issue. I ap-
preciate the opportunity to discuss this 
critical national security issue. 

The background to this problem be-
gins in the 1970s when our country sold 
F–14 Tomcats to Iran’s pro-Western 
secular government. Iran was a close 
ally of the United States at the time 
and needed the capabilities of the F–14 
in a dangerous part of the world. Times 
have changed, unfortunately. And Iran 
has now called for the destruction of 
Israel and is refining uranium in what 
many observers from the non-prolifera-
tion community believe is an attempt 
to develop the fuel necessary for an 
atomic weapon. 

Iran is a state sponsor of terrorism 
and is likely responsible for arming in-
surgents in Iraq. Iran has ignored the 
calls of the international community 
for greater transparency in its nuclear 
power research and development, and 
the United Nations Security Council 
recently imposed stricter economic 
sanctions on Iran as a result. 

When the United States Navy retired 
the F–14 fleet last September, that left 
Iran as the only nation still flying 
those aircraft. Iran has been trying to 
get around United States sanctions and 
export controls to secure the parts nec-
essary to keep the F–14 flying. Recent 
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