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see Congress held accountable. We all
want the legislative process to be open
and be accessible to the American peo-
ple.

So this week the Democrats get to
take a swing at making good on their
promises of transparency and account-
ability, and they’re already striking
out with their secret slush funds.

By deciding not to include any ear-
marks in the appropriation bills and
instead to slip them in by the dark of
night into conference reports, pre-
venting anyone from questioning or
challenging their earmarks, they have
completely shut off the legislative
process to the American people.

Now, let me make it clear that I am
not against earmarks. I am more than
willing to get up here on the floor and
defend each and every earmark that I
have ever gotten or tried to get for my
district. And I think that all Members
should have the opportunity to defend
their projects and their requests, but
more importantly, tax paying citizens
have the right to know exactly how
their hard-earned dollars are being
spent.

To make this process closed is an in-
sult to taxpayers, and if Democrats
have nothing to hide, they should live
up to their promise and open the proc-
ess back up to the American people and
hold themselves accountable for their
spending.

——
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DEMOCRATS ARE FOCUSED ON
THE RIGHT PRIORITIES AND ARE
FULFILLING OUR PROMISE TO
VETERANS

(Mr. MAHONEY of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, this year and in years past,
the Bush administration has neglected
the needs of America’s veterans. In his
annual budget request, the President
did not propose enough funding for the
Veterans Administration to meet the
growing needs of our veterans.

Fortunately, the mnew Democratic
Congress did not forget about our vet-
erans. This week, we will bring a Mili-
tary Construction and Veterans’ Af-
fairs Appropriations bill to the floor
that provides the largest increase in
veterans’ health care funding in his-
tory. Our bill includes $600 million for
a new initiative for mental health and
post-traumatic stress syndrome, so
that we can ensure that our veterans
and returning soldiers have the facili-
ties and the care they need. The fund-
ing bill also provides essential services
that will allow these veterans to tran-
sition back into their communities.

Democrats know that the Federal
Government must keep its promises to
the men and women who have defended
our Nation. This bill, I am proud to
say, lives up to that promise.
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INDEPENDENCE PRIZE

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, the dis-
astrous effects of our Nation’s depend-
ence on foreign oil are being seen in
every new tank of gas and every cent
we send overseas to pay for Middle
BEastern oil. Rising gas prices are a
product of rising demand and not
enough supply.

The time is now to revolutionize the
way we produce and consume energy.
That’s why I am proposing a 21st Cen-
tury Manhattan Project to spur the in-
genuity of our American private sec-
tor, to deliver free market solutions for
our Nation’s energy problem.

I am introducing legislation to create
a $1 billion prize, the Independence
Prize, as I call it, that will go to Amer-
icans who develop revolutionary prod-
ucts that substantially reduce our de-
pendence on foreign oil, eliminating
our dependence on foreign oil. The
Independence Prize provides incentives

to American entrepreneurs to get
transformational innovation to con-
sumers, and more importantly, put

Americans on a path to energy inde-
pendence. Independence is the key.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

——————

DEMOCRATIC HOUSE WORKING ON
BEHALF OF AMERICAN PEOPLE
WHILE PRESIDENT OBSTRUCTS
PROCESS

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, House Democrats have been work-
ing in a bipartisan manner to approve
important legislation which will have a
real impact on the lives of hardworking
American families. Unfortunately,
President Bush has expressed his oppo-
sition to a majority of the bipartisan
legislation we have passed.

Last week, Congress sent the Presi-
dent a stem cell research bill that
would provide hope for millions of
Americans suffering from diseases like
cancer, diabetes and Alzheimer’s. The
final bill promotes lifesaving embry-
onic stem cell research by increasing
the number of stem lines that are eligi-
ble to be used for federally funded re-
search.

I would hope the President would not
stand in the way of real medical
progress and would reconsider his veto
threat to this vitally important legis-
lation. The President also opposes leg-
islation passed by the House that
would make prescription drugs more
affordable for America’s seniors. And
he also opposes legislation making
more affordable student loans for
America’s teenagers.

Congress cannot move this Nation in
a new direction on its own. It’s time
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for the President to join us, creating a
meaningful change for the American
people.

————

LACK OF BORDER FENCE FUNDING

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, we
are hearing illegal immigration is a big
debate. There is a 1ot of passion on this
issue.

Last year, Congress took the right
step in passing the Secure Fence Act.
It was the right thing to do. It puts 800
miles of fencing in place, both physical
and electronic borders, on our southern
border.

Now, authorizing it is one thing, but
paying for it is another matter. That
duty has fallen to the new liberal lead-
ership here in the House. Even though
they have increased Homeland Secu-
rity spending by $2.4 billion, a lot of
that is going to go into global warm-
ing.

They have cut funding for the fence
by $187 million, compared to last year’s
budget. You are going to hear a lot
about this as we begin our appropria-
tions process today.

As we work on this Homeland Secu-
rity bill, they will claim to have budg-
eted $1 billion for the fence, but they
are withholding $700 million of that
while we go through bureaucratic red
tape. We have got to be certain we
don’t hurt the environment, all the
while 4,500 illegal immigrants cross the
southern border every day.

It is disgraceful. Do not delay the
fence. Fund it. Take action in the ap-
propriate matter. The hold-on-to-your-
wallet Congress is at it. Stand up for
the fence.

————

PRESIDENT REFUSES TO CHANGE
COURSE IN IRAQ DESPITE IN-
CREASING VIOLENCE

(Mr. HODES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, last week
the President’s new war czar told the
Congress that the troop escalation plan
is failing and that the American people
should expect sectarian violence in
Iraq to continue.

Finally someone in the administra-
tion is making sense of the situation
on the ground in Iraq, but honesty does
not make up for the fact that President
Bush continues to stubbornly oppose
any change in war policy.

In the wake of the deadliest 2-month
period in the war, 231 U.S. service men
and women were killed in April and
May. The facts on the ground show an
increasingly grim picture.

In fact, a recent internal military as-
sessment shows that the U.S. mili-
tary’s plan to secure Baghdad against a
rising insurgency is falling far short of
its goal. To date, according to the doc-
ument, only one-third of the Baghdad
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neighborhoods are under the control of
American and Iraqi security forces.
The administration’s goal was to have
the entire city under control by next
month. Clearly, that is no longer pos-
sible.

Despite the continued stubbornness
of this President, the Democratic Con-
gress will continue to demand that we
move this war in a new direction.

HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, health
savings accounts are one of the best
ways to put families back in control of
their health care destiny. HSAs have
expanded coverage, but Congress needs
to make them more practical for work-
ing families and patients in poor
health, and also remove rules that dis-
criminate against veterans and seniors
in Medicare.

This week, I introduced H.R. 2639 to
permit larger contributions, allow cov-
erage below the deductible for prescrip-
tion drugs, and provide tax relief for
premiums. The bill removes barriers
that make it illegal for families to de-
posit their own money in an HSA after
they receive care through Medicare or
the VA. It also helps working families
to build intergenerational ‘‘wealth for
health” by allowing adult children to
inherit a Medicare HSA in the same
way that a spouse may now do.

It makes sense to help Americans
save for future medical costs, espe-
cially when we consider our Nation’s
negative savings rate and Medicare’s
looming financial problems.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill, to expand consumer choice and
control it.

————

DEMOCRATIC HOUSE AND
PRESIDENTIAL VETOES

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker,
the Democratic House listened to the
American people and has begun moving
our Nation in a new direction by pass-
ing more than 45 key measures over
the last 5 months, most with bipartisan
support.

Unfortunately, the President has
been a stubborn opponent of progress
for the American people. He has threat-
ened to veto much of the House’s work
this year. This House voted to imple-
ment the unfulfilled recommendations
of the bipartisan 9/11 Commission, but
the Bush administration opposes the
bill in its current form.

This House overwhelmingly sup-
ported a 3.5 percent pay increase for
our troops who are serving in combat,
but the President has threatened a
veto saying a 3 percent pay raise would
be sufficient.
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We passed strong price-gouging legis-
lation that sets tough criminal pen-
alties for wholesalers and retailers who
attempt to gouge the public. The Presi-
dent’s response? Another veto threat.

More often than not, the President is
obstructing our efforts to move this
Nation in a new direction.

—————

TAX INCREASE PREVENTION ACT

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, this
week I am introducing the Tax In-
crease Prevention Act, legislation that
would make permanent tax relief
passed in 2001 and 2003.

My bill simply takes away all the
sunset provisions of these tax relief
packages that passed Congress and pro-
vided American families and job cre-
ators the certainty to provide for the
future. This tax relief passed by Con-
gress is working, and States are much
more likely to take fiscally responsible
moves and tighten their belts instead
of hiking taxes. States that were once
in recession are now brimming with
tax revenue.

The few States that are struggling,
such as my home State of Michigan,
have hope for a turnaround in the fu-
ture because these tax cuts are cre-
ating jobs and leaving more money in
the pockets of taxpayers.

Unfortunately, Democrats in Con-
gress are choosing to ignore the ad-
vancements made possible by these tax
cuts. In their most recent budget bill,
the House Democrats’ budget plan in-
cluded a $400 billion tax increase that
will cripple current progress in our
economy.

By making tax cuts permanent and
continuing to grow our economy, this
Congress can go a long way in restor-
ing the trust of the American people
and build a better, brighter future for
our country.

——
[ 1030

ELECTING MEMBER TO JOINT
COMMITTEE ON PRINTING

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I offer a resolution (H. Res.
478) and I ask unanimous consent for
its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 4718

Resolved, That Mrs. Davis of California is
hereby elected to the Joint Committee on
Printing, to rank after Mr. Capuano.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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AUTHORIZING USE OF ROTUNDA
FOR CEREMONY TO AWARD CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO
DR. NORMAN E. BORLAUG

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the Committee on House Administra-
tion be discharged from further consid-
eration of the concurrent resolution
(H. Con. Res. 164) authorizing the use of
the rotunda of the Capitol for a cere-
mony to award the Congressional Gold
Medal to Dr. Norman E. Borlaug, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 164

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the rotunda of the
Capitol is authorized to be used on July 17,
2007, for a ceremony to award the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to Dr. Norman E. Borlaug.
Physical preparations for the ceremony shall
be carried out in accordance with such condi-
tions as the Architect of the Capitol may
prescribe.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
support H. Con. Res. 164, which authorizes
use of the rotunda of the Capitol for a cere-
mony to award the Congressional Gold Medal
to Dr. Norman E. Borlaug.

Through a lifetime of research and develop-
ment aimed at curing world hunger, Dr.
Borlaug has exemplified how science and hu-
manitarianism can intersect to address the
needs of developing countries that have been
ravaged by the effects of hunger and poverty.
By introducing high-yield, disease-resistant va-
rieties of wheat to India, Mexico and Pakistan,
Dr. Borlaug developed sustainable, renewable
food sources that are frequently estimated to
have saved over a billion lives.

The results of Dr. Borlaug’s research were
remarkable, yet not surprising given the com-
mitment of this man of science to find prac-
tical, applicable solutions to the world’s prob-
lems, not, as he put it, chase academic butter-
flies. Dr. Borlaug’s efforts to apply science to
stimulate agricultural yield have been fre-
quently credited as being a major milestone of
the Green Revolution, and he himself has
often been cited as the father of that move-
ment.

In 1970, Dr. Borlaug was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize for his work in India and
Pakistan, and for his role in the Green Revolu-
tion. When he was advised in October of that
year that he had won the enormous honor, Dr.
Borlaug was where he spent many of his
hours—in the farm fields of Mexico. When his
wife drove an hour to reach him in the fields
and advise him that the media was waiting for
his reaction, Dr. Borlaug declined to return to
the house, saying that he and his assistants
still had much more work to do, as he contin-
ued to record data on his test plots. It was
there that the TV camera crews found him 2
hours later.

In addition to the Nobel Prize, Dr. Borlaug
has been recognized with the 1977 U.S. Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, the 2002 Public
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