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letter to the Speaker saying that if you
send me a bill that is over the budget
that I sent you, then I am going to veto
it. That means if we have any great
ideas as it relates to doing something
about healthcare in this country, the
President is saying I don’t want to
hear it, because it is not in my budget.
So shall it be written, so shall it be
done.

I know the President is a little
spoiled. I know he is accustomed to
having certain things from the rubber-
stamp Congress and all, and this is a
new kind of thing for him and the ad-
ministration. But I think it is impor-
tant that we pay very, very, very close
attention to what is happening as we
start to think about democracy.

Now, to say you are going to veto
something, that means two things.
This is speculation, maybe. Our col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
are saying, let’s slow this thing down a
little bit, because we get all of these
bills passed, which they will pass, and
then it goes to the President and he
starts to veto these bills. Then they
call us on the next day, the President,
““come down to the White House,” like
they did when we passed the emergency
supplemental, putting not only dates of
redeployment, but also benchmarks,
and if they weren’t met, then redeploy-
ment would start automatically, and
then had an end date as relates to mak-
ing sure we get a majority of our com-
bat troops out of Iraq. He called the
Republicans down to the White House
and they said, we are not going to over-
ride you. Okay.

Will they do that, or can they do
that, Madam Speaker, when it comes
down to education? Will they do that
or can they do that when it comes
down to homeland security? Will they
do that, and when I say ‘‘they,” the Re-
publicans, stand with the President
when it comes down to the largest in-
crease in the VA history? Can they
stand with the President to withstand
an override or to help him withstand
an override? That is the problem.

So as we start to look at this issue
and as we start to march down the road
of responsibility and moving this coun-
try in a new direction, that is what the
people voted for, and, guess what?
Some Republicans were elected on new
direction too. Folks wanted a change.
They wanted to come to Washington
and do what they needed to do. Inde-
pendent thinkers.

It didn’t look like that last night. It
looked like, you know, well, the leader-
ship has told us this is what we have to
do, and if we have to be here and the
sun is going to rise, that is fine. We
will be here.

I voted against rising last night. It is
already on the record. It was on the
board. I voted against it, because I
didn’t believe that it was right to allow
anyone to do what they were doing to
the level that they were doing it. That
is fine.

The Democratic side, we have done
motions to adjourn, done motions to
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rise. But, guess what? One or two or
three times, maybe. But when you
start making history, and I haven’t
checked, maybe I need to check with
the Clerk’s Office or the Historian of
the House, of double digit motions to
rise in the middle of the night, that is
something that we must question.

So, Mr. RYAN, as we start to focus on
this issue of the true motivations of
what is happening with these appro-
priations bills, I think the Six in 06 was
a little bit too much for the Republican
minority to swallow and go home and
explain. And I think because there has
been a date certain, again, Madam
Speaker, it is interesting, we have a
date certain to pass these bills off the
floor, I think that they don’t want to
g0 home the 4th of July weekend and
start to explain why they didn’t vote
for the largest increase in VA history,
why they didn’t vote for education and
healthcare for our children, why they
did not vote to protect our environ-
ment, why did they did not vote as it
relates to the issues of transportation
and infrastructure, and why, you know,
Mr. RYAN, in closing, I take that from
you, sir, why did we continue to stand
with the President to withstand an
override, because the President has
said I am going to veto any bill that
comes to me $1 over the budget.

Now, here is the President that has
sent us into a free-fall as it relates to
deficits as far as the eye can see and
record-breaking borrowing from for-
eign nations, higher than it has ever
been in the history of the Republic.
This is coming from this President. It
is coming from the administration and
the minority that was in the majority
in the last Congress and the Congress
before that of borrowing money in a
rubber stamp fashion.

I just want to say that, because we
have to figure out who is the pot call-
ing the kettle black.

Mr. RYAN, we are brushing up on the
last minute. I am going to yield back,
and then you claim the time and we
can go from there. You will have time.

Madam Speaker, I want to thank the
leadership and also the Members for al-
lowing me to serve, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

——————

THE 30-SOMETHING WORKING
GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. GIF-
FORDS). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 18, 2007, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker,
we are going to be brief. We just want-
ed to make a few more points here be-
fore we wrapped things up.

One of the issues that is a major
issue for the country, for the Congress,
for the American people, for people liv-
ing on border states, is Customs and
border protection.

We sat here many nights, Mr. MEEK
and I, and listened to our friends come
on the other side and give 5-minute
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speeches, 1-hour speeches, on the issue
of immigration, on the major threat to
the United States of America of illegal
immigrants coming over our border.

In this homeland security bill that
our Republican friends filibustered
today and yesterday, there is $8.8 bil-
lion for Customs and border protection.
$1 billion is provided for border secu-
rity fencing and tactical infrastruc-
ture, along with 3,000 additional Border
Patrol agents being funded.

Now, we have a bill that they agree
with. I mean, you want to talk about
the Potomac Two-Step, Mr. MEEK? We
have got a bill here that, across-the-
board, everybody agrees with. You ask
them why they are not voting for it,
and they say, because we are against
earmarks.

We say there are not any earmarks in
here. Now why are you voting against
it? Politics.

We have got to get past this, espe-
cially on an issue so critical as this.

Now, we added $27 million for 250 ad-
ditional Customs and Border Patrol
Agents for commercial operations and
validations of commercial vehicles,
verifying that trusted shippers have
placed necessary security measures
mandated in the SAFE Port Act. I
mean, I don’t understand. I mean, you
know, this is my fifth year here, but I
don’t understand.

We are trying to pass a homeland se-
curity bill, and one of our friends, our
buddy from North Carolina on the
other side, said today that we should
have passed the defense bill first. That
was his big argument he made today,
when we just passed a defense supple-
mental bill for $120 billion, with close
to $100 billion of defense spending in
there. We just passed one, and the
funding goes until September 30th.

We are talking about protecting the
homeland, Mr. MEEK. We are not talk-
ing about all these other great things
we are doing. This is essential. This is
our constitutional duty, is to protect
the country. Article I, Section 1 of the
United States Constitution, Mr. MEEK,
creates this House right here, and that
is our first obligation, to make sure
that we support that.

So I think it is important that those
folks who are at home find out what is
going on in this bill. Those folks in our
own congressional districts across the
country, who are members of law en-
forcement, who are police, fire, they
need to know that we had millions and
millions, and it probably adds up to bil-
lions of dollars, in here.
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One of the things you hear about is
intra operable communication grants.
If you hear from our local police and
first responders, it is that they don’t
have the proper equipment in a crisis
situation to communicate with each
other. So we put in here $50 million to
continue a program to help local po-
lice, firefighters and first responders to
talk to each other during a crisis.

Fire grants, $800 million; that is $500
million above the President’s request
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to address communications and staff-
ing problems facing local fire depart-
ments.

Emergency management perform-
ance grants. And $300 million for all
hazard grants, State and local emer-
gency managers, national emergency
management agency performance
grant report. There is a $287 million
shortfall in that program. We are try-
ing to fix it. We are trying to fix it.
And we had a filibuster last night until
2 in the morning last night.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. We are trying
to slingshot the firefighters and first
responders in for a win. We are trying
to give those protecting our homeland
on the front line, we are trying to give
them what they need.

There is an old saying that the field
mouse is fast, but the owl can see at
night. I think it is very, very impor-
tant that everyone understands that
even though procedural, and it may be
funny in the Republican conference,
oh, we showed them, remember the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD reflects what
one says and what one does.

If you want to take the time, and I
want to say in the 30-Something Work-
ing Group we want to be correct. We
found eight motions to rise last night.
As we talk about this, when I go back
home I tell my constituents, we are
doing everything possible to end this
war in Iraq. The last thing that we
want to do is not give our service men
and women what they need while we
get through this partisan impasse.

Secondly, it is going to take a bipar-
tisan fix to deal with Iraq. Democrats
cannot do it alone because we don’t
have the votes. We have put bench-
marks and redeployment of combat
troops and moving our troops out to
the peripheral, giving more responsi-
bility to the Iraqi government,
defunding some of the things that we
said we would fund to the Iraqi govern-
ment based on the fact that we don’t
want to reward lack of work or bad be-
havior or lack of accountability.

And I think as we start all of these
different agencies that are looking into
these issues, as they start to release
the reports and as we start to look at
them, we look at the lack of funding
and the lack of accountability that has
taken place in Iraq. As we look at this,
I came to the floor to share with my
Republican colleagues and be on the
record so that Americans will know
that you all of us have a choice. Over
70-plus percent of Americans, and I am
not going to an exact number, but 70-
plus percent of Americans would like
to see us out of Iraq.

Democrats, Republicans, people that
vote for the first time, Independents,
are waiting for the kind of leadership
that should happen and needs to hap-
pen, but it has to happen in a bipar-
tisan spirit. I didn’t see any Democrats
saying we will not participate in over-
riding the President’s veto. I want to
also say that the President wouldn’t
even have the opportunity to take out
his veto pen if it wasn’t for a Demo-
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cratic Congress bringing that issue to
the floor and voting in the affirmative
to make it happen. It would not have
happened. I share that with my con-
stituents and Members of Congress.

I think it is important when we look
at the issue, 218 gets us to where we
need to be in terms of votes. But we
need more Members to tell the Presi-
dent, we will not stand for the status
quo because American lives are at
stake. We know that many members of
the Bush administration are well in-
tended. I don’t think that they are say-
ing we are going to continue to carry
out bad ideas that bring about bad re-
sults. I don’t think that is premedi-
tated thought. But those of us who are
paying attention, reading and listen-
ing, understand that what we are doing
now is not the answer.

I can commend many of the Members
for voting or against the spirit of
benchmarks and voting for account-
ability. I commend that. But July 15,
September 15, it is going to be an op-
portunity for folks to be able to hear
information and to be able to bring
that information to the House of Rep-
resentatives and for us to take a vote
and for us to take a vote in the affirm-
ative.

Sp those who went to the White
House and said, we will stand against
our very own colleagues in Congress if
you try to override the President, to
think about it. Think about it if you
are going to go down there again.
Think about appropriation bills where
America is in need of domestic atten-
tion. The will of a majority here in this
House is concerned about education,
concerned about health care, concerned
about the lack of resources our vet-
erans have. We are concerned about our
transportation and infrastructure. We
are concerned about moving in the di-
rection of creating our own energy, in-
vesting in the Midwest versus the Mid-
dle East and concerned about homeland
security.

Do you want to continue to stand
with the President against the will of
the majority of the Congress when the
American people are on the side of the
U.S. Congress as it relates to Iraq? How
many times do you want to walk
through the gates of the White House
and stand with the President on this
very issue?

So I want to, I implore my col-
leagues, my Republican colleagues, I
am not saying, stand with Democrats; I
am saying, stand with your constitu-
ents. Stand with the American people.
Stand with what is making sense right
now, and that is making sure that we
get our troops out of the middle of a
civil war.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Two points I want
to make before we wrap things up here
tonight. I appreciate what you’ve said.

One of the provisions in this Home-
land Security bill, and I keep going
back through here to see what our Re-
publican friends filibustered, and we
have heard a lot over the last couple of
years about airport security, obviously
after 9/11.
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I want to share with the American
people, Mr. MEEK, and get into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD exactly what is
in this bill for transportation security.
There is $6.62 billion, $307 million above
last year, $219 million above the Presi-
dent’s request.

There are three major components of
this bill: Explosive detection systems,
there is $849 million for procurement,
installation and maintenance of equip-
ment to protect commercial aircraft.
This allows the TSA to address the
most pressing needs identified in their
recent aviation baggage screening
study. They studied it and said, here is
what we need. We said, here is $849 mil-
lion, get what you need to make the
American people safe when they fly.

Air cargo explosive screening, $78
million, which doubled the amount of
cargo screened on passenger aircraft.

Our friends on the other side of the
aisle filibustered this bill. It did not
pass because of what they were doing.

Secure flight certification, TSA
would certify that no security risks
were raised by TSA secure flight plans
that would limit screening of airline
passenger names only against a subset
of the full terrorist watch list, another
mechanism to protect the American
people.

Three major components of pro-
tecting the people when they travel,
make this process easier and safer at
the same time; our Republican friends
filibustered this issue last night and
today.

I want to end with one point. Con-
servatism is dead. I want to be com-
pletely clear about this. This isn’t a
George Bush, Madam Speaker, has
screwed things up so bad we can fix it
if we are just more conservative. Re-
publican House, Republican Senate,
Republican President, implemented the
neoconservative foreign policy and im-
plemented the conservative agenda
without any inhibitions, without any
barriers. It was all implemented.

Their tax policy, their spending pol-
icy, their foreign policy, their domestic
policy, all passed the Congress and was
implemented, and we have the largest
gap between the wealthy and the poor
since 1929. We have a foreign policy dis-
aster that doesn’t even need an expla-
nation it is so atrocious. From the
Middle East and all over the world, we
are less safe today than we were just a
few years ago because of this philos-
ophy on government.

They have run down government for
a decade and a half to two decades now,
and when you turnaround and you need
health care or you need FEMA to be
able to react to a natural disaster, it
doesn’t work because you ran it into
the ground. The philosophy doesn’t
work. It is not enlightened. It is not
flexible. It is eight key words, and if
you can’t fit the whole problem of soci-
ety and the complexity of society into
those eight key words, then it doesn’t
work. And that is what we have seen
happen.

We need a government that can
change, that is responsive, that adapts
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to the needs of our society. And our
conservative friends have wrecked it.
Now we have the keys to the car, and
we are trying to do some things that
are constructive. And we understand
that they were incapable, Madam
Speaker, of governing, but it doesn’t
mean that they should then impede us
from doing it. That is what we want to
do here.

Port security, border security, fire
grants, police, first responders, all of
these things are in this bill that our
friends filibustered, and you will see
our agenda implemented. You have al-
ready seen it in the increase in the
minimum wage. You will see it with
more community health clinics. You
will see it with funding of Head Start.
You will see it with Early Start and
after-school programs, safer food. You
will see it with transportation invest-
ments. You will see it from the Demo-
cratic Congress.

Their agenda has been implemented
over the last 6 years without anybody
to stop them, and it doesn’t work, pe-
riod-dot. The field mouse is fast, but
the owl sees at night.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. RYAN, it is
almost like that was a benediction of
our Special Order here today. I just
want to say, because you are going to
have to yield back your time, that I
want to not only commend those who
work here in the House, the Clerk’s Of-
fice and the Sergeant’s Office and the
Capitol Police and the folks from the
physical plant, clerical staff and what
have you, I appreciate it. It was a long
night last night, and it has been a long
week.

Also, Mr. RYAN, I think it is impor-
tant, I want to thank you for coming
down to the floor. I want to thank Mr.
SESTAK for coming to the floor, my
good friend from Pennsylvania, who
spoke in a very forceful way about this
issue of Iraq.

Madam Speaker, I am glad that, on
the Democratic side of the aisle, we
still have the resolve that we had when
we were in the minority. Mr. RYAN and
I both have an opportunity now to
serve on two wonderful committees.
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I actually serve on two. He serves on
the mighty and very powerful Appro-
priations Committee that he reminds
me of constantly, and I have the oppor-
tunity to serve on the Ways and Means
Committee and the Armed Services
Committee, through waiver of the
Democratic Steering Committee.

So the fact that we would come to
the floor to say that we promised the
American people that we were going to
do things differently and that we had a
new direction and still feel that it’s our
job to come to the floor and ask our
colleagues on the Republican side of
the aisle to work with us and work by
us on these national security issues
and the issues that are facing our chil-
dren I think speaks to the level of in-
tent that we had of saying, if you give
us the opportunity to lead, we will
lead.
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So, with that, I thank Mr. RYAN for
allowing me to be a part of your hour.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, I
thank Mr. MEEK. It’s always an honor
and a pleasure to be with you. If I don’t
get an opportunity to, I'd like to wish
you a happy Father’s Day.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. WESTMORELAND (at the request of
Mr. BOEHNER) for today on account of
family medical reasons.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mrs. TAUSCHER) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SESTAK, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. WALBERG) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, June 19 and
20.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, for 5 minutes,
today, June 14 and 15.

Mr. GINGREY, for 5 minutes, today,
June 14 and 15.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, June 19 and 20.

Mr. McCOTTER, for 5 minutes, today.

————

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced her signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of
the following titles:

S. 676. An act to provide that the Executive
Director of the Inter-American Development
Bank or the Alternate Executive Director of
the Inter-American Development Bank may
serve on the Board of Directors of the Inter-
American Foundation.

S. 15637. An act to authorize the transfer of
certain funds from the Senate Gift Shop Re-
volving Fund to the Senate Employee Child
Care Center.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 p.m.), the House adjourned

until tomorrow, Thursday, June 14,
2007, at 10 a.m.
————
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2185. A letter from the Under Secretary
Rural Development, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Rural Economic Development Loan
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and Grant Programs (RIN: 0570-AA19) re-
ceived June 4, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

2186. A letter from the Director, Executive
Office of the President, transmitting a re-
quest for FY 2008 budget amendments for the
Departments of Commerce, Energy, Home-
land Security, Justice, and Transportation,
as well as the Legal Services Corporation;
(H. Doc. No. —37); to the Committee on Ap-
propriations and ordered to be printed.

2187. A letter from the Associate Director,
FinCEN, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Fi-
nancial Crimes Enforcement Network;
Amendment to the Bank Secrecy Act Regu-
lations — Imposition of Special Measure
Against Banco Delta Asia, Including Its Sub-
sidiaries Delta Asia Credit Limited and
Delta Asia Insurance Limited, as a Financial
Institution of Primary Money Laundering
Concern (RIN: 1506-AA83) received June 4,
2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

2188. A letter from the Chairman, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s report on the amount of
the acquisitions made from entities that
manufacture the articles, materials, or sup-
plies outside of the United States in fiscal
year 2006, pursuant to Public Law 109-115,
section 837; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

2189. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Over-
sight of Credit Rating Agencies Registered
as Nationally Recognized Statistical Rating
Organizations [Release No. 34-55857; File No.
S7-04-07] (RIN: 3235-AJ78) received June 6,
2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

2190. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule — Second Periodic Review of the Com-
mission’s Rules and Policies Affecting the
Conversion To Digital Television [MB Dock-
et No. 03-15 RM-9832] received June 4, 2007,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

2191. A letter from the Acting Legal Advi-
sor to the Chief, WTB, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — MARITEL, INC. and
MOBEX NETWORK SERVICES, LLC Peti-
tions for Rule Making to Amend the Com-
mission’s Rules to Provide Additional Flexi-
bility for AMTS and VHF Public Coast Sta-
tion Licensees [WT Docket No. 04-257 RM-
10743] received June 4, 2007, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

2192. A letter from the Chief, Policy and
Rules Division, Federal Communications
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — Facilitating Opportunities for
Flexible, Efficient, and Reliable Spectrum
Use Employing Cognitive Radio Tech-
nologies [ET Docket No. 03-108] received
June 4, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

2193. A letter from the Chief, Policy and
Rules Division, Federal Communications
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — Modifications of Parts 2 and 15
of the Commission’s Rules for unlicensed de-
vices and equipment approval [ET Docket
No. 03-201] received June 4, 2007, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

2194. A letter from the Assistant Bureau
Chief for Management, 1B, Federal Commu-
nications Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s final rule — The Establish-
ment of Policies and Service Rules for the
Broadcasting-Satellite Service at the 17.3-
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