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That is why I wish to speak to two
amendments to the Energy bill aimed
at making renewable fuels available
across the country. Senator BOND and I
have introduced an amendment that
would provide grants to promote the
installation of E85 biodiesel pumps at
gas stations nationwide. I would also
like to thank Senator VOINOVICH, Sen-
ator HAGEL, and Senator KERRY for
their support of this amendment.

In past years, Congress has only pro-
vided a small amount of money each
year for E85 infrastructure, and last
year, even that small amount of fund-
ing was cut. As a Nation, we are stuck
in a rut. Less than 1 percent of the gas
stations sell E85. It is time for the
country to make a serious investment
in renewable fuels. That is going to
mean, as I said, more flex-fuel vehicles.
It is also going to mean investment in
cellulosic ethanol, acknowledging we
are not going to have all this ethanol
based on corn and we are not going to
have just soybean-based biodiesel; that
there are all kinds of possibilities, as
we move forward, for how we are going
to get our ethanol. We need to be cre-
ative about that and we need to put the
investments in place and put the stand-
ards in place.

But what we need, if we are going to
do this, is the pumps on the ground.
That is why Senator BOND and I have
an amendment to give grants for eth-
anol and biodiesel pumps. It would be
enough for 1,000 to 2,000 new pumps,
which would nearly double or triple
what we have now.

I am also introducing an amendment
that would block oil company tactics
to keep renewable fuels out of gas sta-
tions. I have heard from gas stations in
Minnesota that their franchise con-
tracts make it difficult to sell ethanol
and biodiesel, so many of them can’t
even do it. Here are some examples. Re-
member, these are just dealing with
gas stations in which they have fran-
chise contracts involving the oil com-
panies: They are not allowed to sell re-
newable fuels under the main canopy
that bears the oil company name. They
are not allowed to convert the pumps
they already have to sell E85 or B20.
They can’t put up signs to let cus-
tomers know they have renewable fuel
or how much it costs.

That is why I call it the ‘‘Right to
Retail Renewable Fuel.”” Look what we
have on the other side. We have these
oil companies. Last year, Exxon made
$29 billion in profit—a record—and the
big five o0il companies made $120 bil-
lion. Now they are blaming ethanol,
the small amount—these 1,200 pumps
across the country at 170 gas stations—
they are blaming that for the reason
they can’t do anything about their re-
fineries. It is outrageous.

We need to encourage competition.
That is what I am trying to do with the
right to retail renewable fuel amend-
ment. This amendment would prohibit
o0il companies from placing restrictions
on where and how renewable fuels can
be sold to gas stations. This will ensure
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that franchise owners across the coun-
try have the ability to make ethanol
and biodiesel available to their cus-
tomers.

In conclusion, I believe that ethanol
and biodiesel have tremendous poten-
tial to meet the energy needs of our
country. Again, I think of the ethanol
industry akin to the beginning of the
computer industry when we had the big
computers in the room. That is where
we are. It is going to become more effi-
cient, it is going to become better for
the environment, and it is going to be-
come less costly as we move forward.
That is why we are moving into things
such as cellulosic ethanol that can be
grown on marginal farmland that is
carbon neutral and that takes less en-
ergy to produce.

I believe these alternative fuels will
move us toward energy independence in
the immediate term—not decades from
now. I believe we ought to use the En-
ergy bill before us as an opportunity to
invest in renewable fuels and to make
them available to every American driv-
er. I believe we should be investing in
the farmers and the workers of middle
America and not the Middle East.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that going for-
ward, the time be equally divided be-
tween Republicans and Democrats.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority time has expired.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
KLOBUCHAR). The senior Senator from
New Mexico is recognized.

Mr. DOMENICI. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The

———

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. DOMENICI. Madam President, I
understand Senator BINGAMAN and I
are going to each call up an amend-
ment, and I think it is in order that we
have agreed that I would go first and
he second, and then we will arrange ev-
erything with unanimous consent.

—————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.
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CREATING LONG-TERM ENERGY
ALTERNATIVES FOR THE NA-
TION ACT OF 2007

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 6, which the
clerk will report by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 6) to reduce our Nation’s de-
pendency on foreign oil by investing in
clean, renewable, and alternative energy re-
sources, promoting new emerging energy
technologies, developing greater efficiency,
and creating a Strategic Energy Efficiency
and Renewables Reserve to invest in alter-
native energy, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Reid amendment No. 1502, in the nature of
a substitute.

Reid (for Bingaman) amendment No. 1537
(to amendment No. 1502), to provide for a re-
newable portfolio standard.

Klobuchar (for Bingaman) amendment No.
1573 (to amendment No. 1537), to provide for
a renewable portfolio standard.

Bingaman (for Klobuchar) amendment No.
1557 (to amendment No. 1502), to establish a
national greenhouse gas registry.

Kohl amendment No. 1519 (to amendment
No. 1502), to amend the Sherman Act to
make oil-producing and exporting cartels il-
legal.

Kohl (for DeMint) amendment No. 1546 (to
amendment No. 1502), to provide that legisla-
tion that would increase the national aver-
age fuel prices for automobiles is subject to
a point of order in the Senate.

Corker amendment No. 1608 (to amendment
No. 1502), to allow clean fuels to meet the re-
newable fuel standard.

Cardin amendment No. 1520 (to amendment
No. 1502), to promote the energy independ-
ence of the United States.

Domenici (for Thune) amendment No. 1609
(to amendment No. 1502), to provide require-
ments for the designation of national inter-
est electric transmission corridors.

Cardin amendment No. 1610 (to amendment
No. 1502), to provide for the siting, construc-
tion, expansion, and operation of liquefied
natural gas terminals.

Collins amendment No. 1615 (to amend-
ment No. 1502), to provide for the develop-
ment and coordination of a comprehensive
and integrated U.S. research program that
assists the people of the United States and
the world to understand, assess, and predict
human-induced and natural processes of ab-
rupt climate change.

AMENDMENT NO. 1628 TO AMENDMENT NO. 1502

(Purpose: To provide standards for clean
coal-derived fuels)

Mr. DOMENICI. I ask unanimous
consent that the pending amendment
be set aside so I can propose an amend-
ment numbered 1628.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the amendment.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from New Mexico [Mr. DOMEN-
1c1], for Mr. BUNNING, for himself, Mr.
DOMENICI, Mr. THUNE, Mr. ENZI, and Mr.
CRAIG, proposes an amendment numbered
1628 to amendment numbered 1502.

Mr. DOMENICI. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the read-
ing of the amendment be dispensed
with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.


mmaher
Text Box
CORRECTION

August 1, 2007, Congressional Record
Correction To Page S7804
On Page S7804, June 18, 2007, the following appears: The Senator from New Mexico (Mr. Domenici), for himself, Mr. Thune, Mr. Enzi...

The online version has been corrected to read: The Senator from New Mexico (Mr. Domenici), for Mr. Bunning, for himself, Mr. Domenici, Mr. Thune......



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-12T13:34:59-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




