
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1355 June 20, 2007 
Cameron Diaz, Wyclef Jean, Elizabeth 
Vargas, Esmeralda Santiago, and Miguel 
Piñero. 

One outstanding Caribbean-American was 
former Congresswoman Shirley Anita Chis-
holm. My political career began as a volunteer 
in her historic Presidential campaign in 1972. 
Chisholm was the first African-American 
woman to serve in Congress, the first African- 
American and the first woman to campaign on 
a major party ticket, an advocate for civil rights 
and equal rights, and a daughter of the Carib-
bean. Her tenacity and principled nature are 
inspirations to us all. 

While we’ve been fortunate to have Carib-
bean Americans serve in Congress, it’s impor-
tant for us to realize that Caribbean Americans 
reside throughout our Nation. 

Oftentimes, Congress will focus on ‘‘hot 
spots’’ in the Caribbean—such as Cuba and 
Haiti, and forget that we have many constitu-
ents with roots from Jamaica to Trinidad and 
Tobago and from the Dominican Republic to 
Guyana. As a member of the House Appro-
priations Committee’s subcommittee on For-
eign Operations and the bi-partisan Caribbean 
Caucus, I believe it is of vital importance to 
monitor and shape policies to improve rela-
tions with our Caribbean neighbors throughout 
the region. 

I’d like to thank my colleagues who brought 
this legislation forward, particularly Congress-
man John Tierney, and his staff Kevin 
McDermott, who helped move the resolution 
through the House Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee. On that note, I’d also like 
to thank Chairman Henry Waxman and the 
rest of the Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee for expeditious consideration of 
this resolution. 

I’d like to close by mentioning that this reso-
lution could not have come to the floor of this 
House at a better time, as members of the 
Caribbean Community, or CARICOM, are 
gathering here in Washington, DC, for their 
conference, which will run through the rest of 
the week. Heads of State and other leaders of 
the many nations that are part of CARICOM, 
representing the nations of Antigua and Bar-
buda, the Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Domi-
nica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, 
Montserrat, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, 
and Trinidad and Tobago, as well as nations 
that are Associate Members and Observers of 
CARICOM. It is my hope that this conference 
will not only allow these nations to help move 
the Caribbean as a whole, forward, but also 
provide the opportunity for us to meet with and 
discuss issues important to growing the rela-
tionship between the U.S. and the nations 
along our Third Border. 

I ask all of my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to join me in supporting this measure 
to honor the Caribbean-American community. 
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A TRIBUTE TO JONATHAN GIST 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Brooklyn banker and businessman 
Jonathan Gist. Jonathan was born and raised 
in Brooklyn, NY. He is a graduate of Thomas 

Jefferson High School and attended City Uni-
versity of New York’s Baruch College for 2 
years. 

Jonathan Gist enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps following college and was trained as a 
Weapons Specialist. He was later promoted to 
Staff Sergeant, and after 4 years of service re-
ceived an honorable discharge. After leaving 
the military, Jonathan moved to Wall Street 
taking a job with Dean Witter, Reynolds. 

Jonathan Gist’s Wall Street experience was 
the catalyst for him to launch a career into the 
banking industry. In 1985 he joined one of the 
major players in banking, Citibank. Today he 
remains a part of the Citibank team where he 
is employed as a Bank Manager. 

Jonathan Gist is also a caring community 
activist. He has been working with the Beacon 
Program for the past 10 years. This program 
occupies the time of children once they leave 
school for the day with such activities as 
sports, tutoring and arts and crafts. Jonathan 
is also a part of the organization Green 
Thumb that assists local residents in 
beautifying their neighborhoods with plants, 
flowers, and trees. 

Jonathan Gist has taken charge of his 
neighborhood as the President of the Schenck 
Avenue Block Association. In this capacity he 
ensures that area children have a place to 
play, learn to grow plants, and are escorted on 
educational field trips. 

Jonathan Gist is the third child of four chil-
dren and has been married to his wife Darlene 
for 20 years. Together they have five children; 
Jonathan, Jr., Justin, Jamel, Jalen, and Jhkia. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to recognize 
Jonathan Gist who has been unselfish and 
caring with all of the members of our commu-
nity. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Jonathan Gist. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO BAKER 
HIGH SCHOOL ON WINNING THE 
2007 6A GIRLS’ SOFTBALL CHAM-
PIONSHIP 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride and pleasure that I rise to honor 
Baker High School on winning the 2007 6A 
Girls’ State Softball Championship. 

Baker High School’s girls’ softball team won 
the 6A State softball championship, giving the 
Honeybee’s their third title in the past 6 years. 
The win also gave Baker its 79th victory of the 
year, breaking its State record for wins in a 
season. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Baker High School on a 
great season and their State softball cham-
pionship. This school deserves public recogni-
tion on this great honor, and I extend my con-
gratulations to each member of the team and 
coaching staff: 

Baker High School Team: Kandace 
Breeland, 12th; Natalie Charles, 12th; Kelsey 
Donaldson, 12th; Meghan Harbuck, 12th; 
Amber Hester, 12th; Jenny Laird, 12th; Monica 
Meadows, 12th; Krista Rodden, 12th; Jessica 
Rodgers, 9th; Samantha Shelley, 11th; Jen-
nifer Turner, 9th; Meghan Wallace, 12th; and 
Head Coach Tony Scarbrough. 

IN HONOR OF THE STUDENT 
GRADUATES OF THE D.A.R.E. 
PROGRAM FROM ZION LU-
THERAN SCHOOL IN WESTWOOD, 
NEW JERSEY 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, last week, the Township of Wash-
ington and Borough of Westwood Police De-
partments held a D.A.R.E. graduation cere-
mony. More than a dozen students in Mrs. 
Munsch’s Fifth Grade Class at Zion Lutheran 
School have been participating in this impor-
tant program that gives young people the sup-
port they need to say no to drugs, underage 
drinking, and gang violence. 

Drug Abuse Resistance Education, or 
D.A.R.E., began as a small program in Los 
Angeles in 1983. Today, it is implemented in 
more than 75 percent of our Nation’s school 
districts and in more than 43 other nations. It 
uses positive peer pressure to help children 
defeat the negative cultural influences that 
bombard them daily. I am proud of the young 
boys and girls who participated in this program 
in Westwood, and I would like to recognize: 
them all for taking this step toward positive 
citizenship: Jerome Ashby; Melody Ashby; 
Kara Dawson; Rachel Diomede; James Doug-
las; Katherine Federov; Jessica Fitzner; Jor-
dan Gregg; Chester Lee; Rebekah Orso; Cas-
sandra Petricca; Stacie Rinda; Emily Thomas. 
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A TRIBUTE TO MARC GRANT 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Brooklyn businessman and immigra-
tion advocate Marc Grant. Marc came to New 
York from Guyana, South America in the late 
1980s while he was still a small child. His par-
ents had come to the U.S. in previous years. 

Marc Grant attended George Wingate High 
School in Brooklyn and upon his high school 
graduation he entered Brooklyn College. After 
leaving college he decided to pursue a career 
in retail. However, Marc was bitten by the en-
trepreneurial bug and in 1994 he launched his 
very own business, MagMa Distribution, 
named after both he and his mother, distrib-
uting detailing supplies to auto bodyshops and 
carwashes. The company became extremely 
profitable with sales of $125 million. 

Marc Grant decided to get out of the auto 
detailing distribution business and launch an-
other business, the Success Connection 
Team. The Success Connection Team is a 
seminar company that educates people in 
North America on ways they may increase 
their net earnings of up to $600 per month 
without working any additional hours. These 
seminars also inform clients of the tax breaks 
passed by Congress for small home-based 
businesses as well as assist organizations and 
individuals in reaching their financial goals. 

Marc Grant has experience in both tradi-
tional and non-traditional business ventures. 
He is a highly sought after public speaker and 
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the former host of the Success Connection 
Team radio program. 

Marc Grant gives back to his community in 
his role as Marketing Director for the ‘‘By- 
Ways and Hedges Real Life Times Immigra-
tion Newspaper.’’ His work with the paper is 
an attempt to bring more awareness to the 
issue of immigration. Marc believes that every-
one who comes to this country should have 
his quality of life or better. A motto he has 
passed on to his young son Marc, Jr. 

I would like to recognize Marc Grant, who 
has been unselfish in sharing his business 
skills and knowledge with all members of our 
community. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in paying 
tribute to Marc Grant. 
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CALLING ON UNITED NATIONS SE-
CURITY COUNCIL TO CHARGE 
IRANIAN PRESIDENT WITH CER-
TAIN VIOLATIONS BECAUSE OF 
HIS CALLS FOR DESTRUCTION 
OF ISRAEL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2007 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H. Con. Res. 21, a resolution call-
ing on the United Nations Security Council to 
charge Iranian President e.g. Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad with violating the 1948 Conven-
tion on the Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide and the United Nations 
Charter because of his calls for the destruction 
of the State of Israel. 

The 1948 Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide defines 
genocide as, among other things, the act of 
killing members of a national, ethnic, racial, or 
religious group with the intent to destroy the 
targeted group. 

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
has repeatedly made inflammatory and hateful 
comments regarding Israel, including direct 
statements calling for the destruction of Israel, 
an act of genocide. In 2005, he called for 
Israel to be ‘wiped off the map’ and led a 
group of students in chants of ‘death to Israel’. 
Furthermore, the Iranian president has ques-
tioned the history of the Holocaust, an insult to 
the millions of men and women who perished 
as a result of that genocide. 

These comments are not only hateful and 
unacceptable, but his comments threaten the 
security of Israel. As Iran funds, trains, and 
openly supports terrorist groups, including 
Hamas, Hezbollah, and Islamic Jihad, that are 
determined to destroy Israel, Ahmadinejad’s 
words raise concern on Iran’s intentions. We 
must send a clear message to Iran and its 
President: we condemn your dangerous and 
reckless remarks. 

As a member of the United Nations, the 
President of Iran’s comments violate U.N. 
rules and must be dealt with decisively by the 
United Nations leadership and all those in the 
Security Council. 

I want to thank the gentleman from New 
York, Mr. Rothman, for his hard work on this 
resolution, and I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting this resolution to call on the 
United Nations Security Council to hold Iranian 

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad accountable 
for his intolerable words that call for the de-
struction of the State of Israel. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ‘‘BIG CHUCK’’ 
SCHODOWSKI 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize ‘‘Big Chuck’’ Schodowski 
for over 40 years of laughter, and to celebrate 
his considerable contributions to Northeast 
Ohio. 

In 1960, Chuck Schodowski joined the staff 
of WJW as an engineer, passing up an ap-
pointment to the Cleveland Police Department. 
Shortly thereafter, Chuck befriended Ernie An-
derson and began making appearances on his 
late night show, Ghoulardi. In 1966, when he 
teamed up with ‘‘Hoolihan’’ Wells, ‘‘Big Chuck’’ 
found his true calling—making people laugh. 

Through the next ten years, the Hoolihan 
and Big Chuck Show entertained Cleveland 
with an array of characters and skits. In 1979, 
‘‘Lil’ John’’ Rinaldi took over for Hoolihan and 
ushered in a new era of hilarity. 

For the last 28 years, the Big Chuck and Lil’ 
John Show has celebrated the rich cultural 
history of Cleveland with its unique brand of 
humor and fabulous cast of characters. As the 
Kielbasa Kid, Cuyahoga Jones, or any other of 
his many characters, Big Chuck has never 
failed to delight Clevelanders. 

Big Chuck is an Emmy winner, a member of 
the Broadcasters Hall of Fame, and the recipi-
ent of countless awards. He truly is a living 
legend. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honoring ‘‘Big Chuck’’ Schodowski for a 
lifetime spent entertaining Northeast Ohio and 
celebrating our rich cultural diversity. 
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A TRIBUTE TO DR. LOUIS D. 
CAMILIEN 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute and honor Dr. Louis D. Camilien. 
Dr. Camilien, a Brooklyn transplant, is a native 
of Haiti. While his parents remain in the coun-
try where he was raised, Dr. Camilien mi-
grated to the U.S. and has lived in Brooklyn 
since 1979. 

Dr. Camilien began his medical career while 
still in his native country of Haiti, graduating 
from State University of Haiti Medical School. 
He later performed obstetrics and gyneco-
logical training at Kings County and Downstate 
Hospitals in Brooklyn. 

Dr. Camilien has become extremely active 
in the community since coming to Brooklyn. 
He is a mentor for doctors at Downstate; testi-
fies for the Student Loan Forgiveness pro-
gram; and he is the vice-chairman of the 
Brooklyn Prenatal Network which addresses 
maternal child disparages and high infant mor-
tality rates in Bedford Stuyvesant, East New 
York and Brownsville. 

Dr. Camilien has been an advisor to elected 
officials in the matters of maternal children 
since 1992. He counsels mayors and state of-
ficials in Albany, New York on issues involving 
maternity care. Dr. Camilien is also the past 
president of the Brooklyn Gynecological Soci-
ety and has been named one of the best doc-
tors in the New York for several years. 

Dr. Camilien currently resides in Manhattan 
and has two sons, Garvey and Stanley. 

I would like to recognize Dr. Louis Camilien 
as one of New York’s most respected physi-
cians. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in paying 
tribute to Dr. Louis Camilien. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BEN MIDGETT FOR 
HIS OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO 
MOBILE COUNTY AND SOUTH-
WEST ALABAMA 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride and pleasure that I rise today to 
recognize Ben Midgett on more than three 
decades of dedicated service to southwest 
Alabama. 

Ben recently transferred from the DuPont 
Mobile site to the DuPont DeLisle site in Pass 
Christian, Mississippi. After joining the Mobile 
Plant and Shell Company in 1977, as a proc-
ess technician, Ben’s first role was as an op-
erator. Two years later, Ben had an oppor-
tunity to move to the site laboratory where he 
remained for 8 years. Here his emphasis was 
on environmental analysis. 

As Federal regulations changed and focus 
shifted to environmental impact, Ben’s exper-
tise made him an integral part of DuPont’s en-
vironmental team. Because of Ben’s knowl-
edge and expertise, he was promoted to pub-
lic affairs manager at the DuPont DeLisle site. 

I ask my colleagues to join with me in com-
mending Ben Midgette for his years of service 
to Mobile County and southwest Alabama. I 
know Ben’s colleagues, his family, and his 
many friends join with me in praising his sig-
nificant accomplishments and extending 
thanks for all of his efforts at making Alabama 
a better place. 

f 

COMMENDING THE STAFF OF THE 
WEST MILFORD POST OFFICE 
FOR EARNING THE STAR DES-
IGNATION IN THE OSHA VOL-
UNTARY PROTECTION PROGRAM 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to commend the hard- 
working staff at the U.S. Post Office in West 
Milford, New Jersey. This post office is the 
first in North Jersey to earn the STAR des-
ignation, demonstrating their dedication to pro-
moting the health and safety of its staff. And, 
today, in a special ceremony at the post office, 
they will be recognized for their commitment to 
the well-being of the men and women who 
work there. 
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