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children in a group home for teens. Angel
says this is the type of work that makes him
happy and encourages him to continue to in-
volve himself with communities in need.

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize
the work of Angel Rosario, as his passion for
helping people in need has significantly im-
pacted those in his community.

Madam Speaker, Angel Rosario’s work
service has continuously demonstrated a level
of altruistic dedication that makes him most
worthy of our recognition today.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2007

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, | re-
gret that | was unavoidably detained in my dis-
trict on Monday and Tuesday of this week and
missed rollcall vote No. 119 through vote No.
126. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall votes 499, 500, and 501. On
Tuesday, June 19, | would have voted “no” on
rollcall votes 502, 503, 504, 505, 506, 507,
508, 509, 510 and 511.

———

HONORING THE NORTH TEXAS
FOOD BANK ON THEIR 25TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2007

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, today | would like to recog-
nize a landmark that was achieved by an or-
ganization that addresses critical issues of
hunger in the north Texas area by securing
wholesome foods and grocery products for
distribution through a network of charitable or-
ganizations. This year the North Texas Food
Bank will celebrate the completion of its Oak
Cliff warehouse project in time for its 25th an-
niversary.

The North Texas Food Bank was founded in
1982 and in the first year of operation the food
bank distributed 400,000 pounds of food. The
food bank is committed to serving the commu-
nity and has continuously done so by reaching
out to all of Texas and the entire Nation.

Recently, the food bank completed an ex-
traordinary renovation and will now be able to
store and distribute more food within its
72,000 square foot facility. The food bank is
now equipped with an entirely new shelving
system, two large freezers and a refrigerator
that can hold 400 pallets of food.

Even during all of the reconstruction, which
took more than a year, the food bank contin-
ued its commitment to food distribution. With
the new renovation, the food bank has the ca-
pacity to move 50-55 million pounds of food
through the warehouse and bring the commu-
nity into the warehouse.

| am delighted to congratulate the North
Texas Food Bank on its 25th anniversary and
expansion. The North Texas Food Bank is an
important asset to the Dallas area, and their
dedication and hard work is seen throughout
our community. | would like to thank Jan Pru-
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itt, the Chief Executive Officer, the volunteers
and members of the North Texas Food Bank
on their dedicated service to the Dallas com-
munity and | wish them many more years of
success.

———

HONORING GENEVA HAYDEN AND
THE COMMUNITIES UNITED TO
REBUILD NEIGHBORHOODS
(CURN)

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2007

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in tribute to Mrs. Geneva Hayden
for her creation and development of the Com-
munities United to Rebuild Neighborhoods
(CURN) organization. Over the last thirteen
years, Mrs. Hayden has reached out to more
than five hundred inner city youths, making a
significant impact on their lives.

An organization that began in Mrs. Hayden'’s
living room as a makeshift library and home-
work help center, CURN has grown into an
afternoon and summer program, and has posi-
tively impacted children from some of
Syracuse’s most challenged neighborhoods.
Mrs. Hayden has organized literacy parades,
picnics, and field trips to Boston, Toronto, and
Washington D.C., helping to enhance the
sense of cultural diversity among the children
in her community and increase their exposure
to a world of opportunity.

Mrs. Hayden is not only the driving force be-
hind the organization, but is also the heart and
soul of CURN. She took it upon herself to rally
neighbors to pick up trash, drove drug dealers
from the area, provided transportation for
neighborhood kids to and from school, and in-
spired pride in young men and women in her
community. Mrs. Hayden’s organization instills
positive values within today’s youth and offers
hope for a brighter tomorrow.

A wife, mother, and retired educator, Mrs.
Hayden’s devotion to the welfare of her com-
munity’s children is most honorable, and sets
an example in which all of us can aspire. |
congratulate Ms. Hayden on her achievements
and the positive impact she has made on her
community and its youth.

HONORING CHARLES KANE

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2007

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madam Srecognize Charles Kane, a man who
dedicated his life to serving seniors, children
and anyone in need. Earlier this month, Mr.
Kane passed away after a fight with cancer.
With his passing, Bucks County lost a great
community leader and a committed advocate
for senior citizens.

Mr. Kane was well known for his work in
Bucks County, where he led numerous serv-
ices agencies, including the Area Agency on
Aging. By those who had the pleasure of
working with him, Charlie will surely be
missed, not only for his exceptional talent but
his unwavering compassion. He truly cared
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about the many individuals he helped on a
daily basis throughout his impressive career.
Madam Speaker, Charlie touched countless
lives and his kindness will always be remem-
bered.

Composed and professional, there was
never any question about his passion. Charlie
Kane had the enthusiasm and creativity to al-
ways find a way to get his job done to serve
Bucks County. Madam Speaker, there was no
challenge too insurmountable and no case too
difficult for Mr. Kane. He was a man that the
community could rely on.

Mr. Kane will always hold a place in our
hearts. Our community must embrace the pas-
sion for helping others that Charlie exempli-
fied. Even in this time of sadness and mourn-
ing, we must see Charlie and his work as an
inspiration. Madam Speaker, Mr. Kane’s ef-
forts on behalf of Bucks County residents will
have a lasting impact and his legacy will be
that of a man who dedicated his life to helping
others. Madam Speaker, | thank the other
Members of Congress for joining me in cele-
brating the life and accomplishments of
Charles Kane.

———

CALLING ON UNITED NATIONS SE-
CURITY COUNCIL TO CHARGE
IRANIAN PRESIDENT WITH CER-
TAIN VIOLATIONS BECAUSE OF
HIS CALLS FOR DESTRUCTION
OF ISRAEL

SPEECH OF

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong op-
position to this resolution. This resolution is an
exercise in propaganda that serves one pur-
pose: to move us closer to initiating a war
against Iran. Citing various controversial state-
ments by lIranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, this legislation demands that the
United Nations Security Council charge
Ahmadinejad with violating the 1948 Conven-
tion on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide.

Having already initiated a disastrous war
against Iraq citing U.N. resolutions as justifica-
tion, this resolution is like deja-vu. Have we
forgotten 2003 already? Do we really want to
go to war again for U.N. resolutions? That is
where this resolution, and the many others we
have passed over the last several years on
Iran, is leading us. | hope my colleagues un-
derstand that a vote for this bill is a vote to
move us closer to war with Iran.

Clearly, language threatening to wipe a na-
tion or a group of people off the map is to be
condemned by all civilized people. And | do
condemn any such language. But why does
threatening Iran with a pre-emptive nuclear
strike, as many here have done, not also de-
serve the same kind of condemnation? Does
anyone believe that dropping nuclear weapons
on Iran will not wipe a people off the map?
When it is said that nothing, including a nu-
clear strike, is off the table on Iran, are those
who say it not also threatening genocide? And
we wonder why the rest of the world accuses
us of behaving hypocritically, of telling the rest
of the world “do as we say, not as we do.”

| strongly urge my colleagues to consider a
different approach to Iran, and to foreign pol-
icy in general. GEN William Odom, President
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Reagan’s director of the National Security
Agency, outlined a much more sensible ap-
proach in a recent article titled “Exit From Iraq
Should Be Through Iran.” General Odom
wrote: “Increasingly bogged down in the
sands of Irag, the US thrashes about looking
for an honorable exit. Restoring cooperation
between Washington and Tehran is the single
most important step that could be taken to
rescue the U.S. from its predicament in Irag.”
General Odom makes good sense. We need
to engage the rest of the world, including Iran
and Syria, through diplomacy, trade, and trav-
el rather than pass threatening legislation like
this that paves the way to war. We have seen
the limitations of force as a tool of U.S. foreign
policy. It is time to try a more traditional and
conservative approach. | urge a “no” vote on
this resolution.

—————

HONORING BLUEFIELD ORIOLES
50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2007

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of the Bluefield Orioles, which,
for a half a century has brought America’s
pastime to southern West Virginia. With the
crack of the bats this week, the “Baby Birds”
will mark the beginning of their 50th consecu-
tive year as a Baltimore minor league affiliate.
This is a historic occasion, as this span of
years is believed to be the longest continuous
affiliations between a minor league team and
the same Major League Baseball franchise.
The endurance of this franchise is a testament
to the dedication of the team’s fans, the sup-
port of the Bluefield community, and the
strength and loyalty of the Bluefield Orioles or-
ganization. | also commend the any longtime
ballpark volunteers, including Patsy
Malamisura, who sadly passed away last
fnonth. These folks are truly our Most Valu-
able Players.

A great contributor to the Bluefield economy
over the years, minor league baseball has left
its strong financial imprint on southern West
Virginia. But this is not where this club’s influ-
ence ends. The talented young players who
have gotten their start on this team, including
one of the greatest players of all time—
Ironman Cal Ripken—have been role models
and inspirations to generations. And countless
friends and families have been brought a little
closer by spending an evening together under-
neath the bright night lights. | thank the Balti-
more Orioles organization for its many con-
tributions and commend them on this great
achievement.

May minor league baseball remain alive and
well in West Virginia for another 50 years.
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CELEBRATING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF TITLE IX OF THE
EDUCATION AMENDMENTS OF
1972 AND RECOGNIZING THE
NEED TO CONTINUE PURSUING
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H. Res. 406, intro-
duced by our new colleague from Hawaii,
MAzIE HIRONO. Following in the long tradition
of her fellow Hawaiian, our beloved Congress-
woman PATSY MINK, Rep. HIRONO has intro-
duced this important resolution which cele-
brates the 35th anniversary and accomplish-
ments of Title IX of the Higher Education Act.

Title IX constituted a landmark civil rights
victory for equal opportunity. It has created an
even playing field for women to obtain crucial
scholarships to help defray the rapidly esca-
lating costs of a college education, facilitating
the steady rise in the number of female doc-
tors, attorneys, professors and corporate ex-
ecutives who help keep the American econ-
omy humming. Title IX has also signaled a
sea change in women’s athletics, with girls’
participation in high school sports skyrocketing
by 800 percent and in college by 400 percent
since its passage. Because of Title IX, our
daughters are healthier, have higher grades,
lower pregnancy rates, are less likely to use
drugs and are more likely to graduate from
college.

Though Title IX has been a huge success,
the battle for equality is not yet won. In 2002,
women made up 54 percent of college stu-
dents, but they only comprised 43 percent of
college athletes. Meanwhile, men received 36
percent more athletic scholarships than
women. Women also receive only 20 percent
of computer science and engineering-related
technology bachelor's degrees and only 39
percent of all full professors at colleges and
universities are women.

Girls and women have benefitted immeas-
urably from this critical legislation. Now is the
time to praise and protect Title IX, not curtail
it. | thank Congresswoman HIRONO for recog-
nizing this important anniversary and call on
my colleagues to support this resolution.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2007

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, on Friday,
June 15, 2007, and Monday, June 18, 2007,
| attended events with Alabama’s governor
and other elected leaders to recruit significant
economic development projects for my district
and our state and subsequently was absent
for 36 votes. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay” on rollcall 491 and “yea” on roll-
call 498.

June 20, 2007
HONORING SYLVESTER MYERS

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2007

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to pay tribute to a native West Virginian who
found that talent and ambition together with
discipline and determination was a powerful
recipe for success. . . . Sylvester C. Myers,
President and CEO of S.C. Myers and Associ-
ates, Inc.

Today, June 21st, Sylvester celebrates his
75th birthday. He has recently published his
inspiring life story in a memoir entitled, “From
Coal Fields to Qil Fields and Beyond, A Life
in Pursuit of All | Could Be.” The book chron-
icles Sylvester's humble beginnings from the
coal-mining community of Keystone, West Vir-
ginia to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It is a
story of his transformation from country youth
to world-traveling businessman, a story that
points the way for all who desire to craft their
lives to match their potentials.

Sylvester founded S.C. Myers and Associ-
ates, Inc. in 1988 after retiring from the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers with 25 years of
service. He spent the last 11 of those years
serving as the “budget watchdog” of the
Corps’ $20 billion military construction pro-
gram in Saudi Arabia.

The company provides construction cost
and project management services for govern-
ment agencies, architectural firms, engineering
firms and developers in the private sector. The
company has offices in Washington, D.C.,
Bramwell, WV, Boston, MA and Baltimore,
MD. The company currently has long standing
projects with Baltimore-Washington Inter-
national Airport and Washington-Dulles Inter-
national Airport.

Sylvester was the former President of the
American Association of Cost Engineers Inter-
national (AACEI), National Capitol Section. He
served as Director of AACEI Region II; Chair-
man of the AACEI Government Liaison Com-
mittee; member of the D.C. Building Industry
Association’s (DCBIA) Housing Committee;
American Association of Blacks in Energy; the
Washington, D.C. Chapter of the Bluefield
(WV) State College Alumni Association; and
Chairman of the Institutional Advisory Board of
Bluefield (WV) State College.

In 1999, Sylvester received the Total Cost
Management Excellence Award and Fellow at
the AACEI Annual Meeting. He served on the
Board of the Architectural Engineering Council
of Washington, D.C.; Finance Committee of
the Anthony Bowen YMCA in Washington,
D.C. In April 1999, Sylvester received a Presi-
dential Citation from the National Association
for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education
(NAFEO), in recognition of exemplary experi-
ences that honor Bluefield (WV) State College.

Sylvester is an alumnus of Bluefield (WV)
State College and a graduate of George
Washington University’s School of Business
and Public Management (Government Con-
tracting and Project Management Master’s
Certification). Mr. Myers resides with his wife,
Janice M. Myers, in Bramwell, West Virginia
and they are the parents of five children. | am
very proud to have Sylvester and Janice as
my constituents.
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