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DEMOCRATS INVESTING IN RIGHT 

PRIORITIES 

(Mr. WELCH of Vermont asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, to govern is to choose. For the past 
6 years, the choices made by the Re-
publican leadership in this Congress 
have been wrong for America: tax cuts 
for the very wealthy, budget cuts for 
everyone else in health care, in edu-
cation and the environment. It has led 
to the largest deficit in the history of 
this country. 

The new Congress is making a dif-
ferent choice, promising to invest in 
America’s priorities, first by bringing 
back fiscal responsibility and then 
making government work for average 
working families. Last week this House 
passed a Homeland Security bill. It im-
proves aviation and port security, re-
stores cuts to first responders across 
the Nation. 

This week we passed an Energy and 
Water appropriations bill that finally 
provides a significant investment in 
studying the effects of global warming, 
something that’s been ignored for far 
too long. 

This new Congress is moving this 
country in a new direction and has 
made a new choice. 

f 

COMMENDING THE WORK OF 
HOUSE CONSERVATIVES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last week the House engaged 
in an important debate regarding the 
transparency and accountability of 
Member project requests. As Democrat 
leaders sought to earmark taxpayer 
dollars in the dark of night, and away 
from public scrutiny, House Repub-
licans took them to task, demanding 
the reforms we past last year be 
upheld. 

I am grateful for the work of my col-
leagues on the Republican Study Com-
mittee who are committed to returning 
our party to its roots of fiscal dis-
cipline. Budget Committee ranking 
member PAUL RYAN has worked tire-
lessly in his fight against the Demo-
crat budget, which amounts to the 
largest tax increase in American his-
tory. 

RSC chairman JEB HENSARLING and 
his staff are working night and day lit-
erally to promote conservative philos-
ophy. I am especially thankful for the 
work of communications director Brad 
Dayspring, who works some of the 
longest hours on Capitol Hill to accom-
plish this goal. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
and we will never forget September 
11th. 

FUNDING FOR VETERANS HEALTH 
CARE, DEMOCRATS PROVIDE 
LARGEST FUNDING INCREASE 
EVER 

(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, many 
of our soldiers returning from service 
in Iraq and Afghanistan suffer from a 
loss of limb or other serious wounds. 
Our VA and military hospitals have 
state-of-the-art facilities to treat these 
wounds and to help our soldiers make a 
recovery that they need and deserve. 

But the same is not true for those 
soldiers who return from combat suf-
fering from post-traumatic stress syn-
drome. A Washington Post series 
chronicled the struggles faced by many 
of our soldiers seeking psychological 
assistance and support from our med-
ical facilities and from the VA. The 
Post writers concluded that Walter 
Reed lacks sufficient psychiatrists and 
clinicians to properly treat the grow-
ing numbers of soldiers returning with 
combat stress. 

I am proud to say help is on the way. 
The historic VA funding which passed 
the House last week provides 600 mil-
lion more than the President requested 
to treat PTSD and finally, finally, 
begin to address a disturbing problem. 
Let us not repeat the mistake we have 
made with our Vietnam veterans and 
begin to help our veterans now. 

f 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today is 
World Refugee Day, and I rise to draw 
the attention of this body to the plight 
of millions of refugees and internally 
displaced people around the world. 

As a beacon of hope and freedom, the 
United States has historically been a 
leader in raising awareness and pro-
viding assistance to the world’s refu-
gees, and the need is certainly great. 

Thousands, for instance, of Iraqis 
have been forced to flee their homeland 
and face a daily existence that denies 
them even the most basic protections. 
The military dictatorship in Burma 
has inflicted such horrific violence on 
the Burmese people that hundreds of 
thousands of people have been forced to 
flee just to save their own lives. These 
are just two examples. The list goes on. 

There are over 8 million refugees, 
nearly 24 million IDPs, internally dis-
placed people, worldwide. Combined, 
that’s nearly equal to the population of 
California. 

On this World Refugee Day, let us re-
member the plight of these people. Try 
to find ways that we can help and sup-
port them. 

ST. JUDE CHILDREN’S RESEARCH 
HOSPITAL AND STEM CELL RE-
SEARCH 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, Saturday 
night Memphis, Tennessee, will cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of ALSAC, 
which is the fund-raising arm of St. 
Jude Hospital, an institution of which 
I am extremely proud. 

St. Jude has used science to bring 
cures to cancer and to fight cancer for 
children. It is a leading institution in 
our country. President Bush has a stem 
cell bill before him that this House and 
the Senate have passed. It needs his 
signature to become law. 

I plead to the President to allow that 
bill to become law, as Nancy Reagan 
has pleaded to the President when she 
saw her husband suffering from Alz-
heimer’s; as Christopher Reeve pleaded 
when he had spinal cord injuries and 
some hope for his future, but didn’t see 
it and died; as people with Parkinson’s, 
multiple sclerosis and cancer hope. 

Today I speak to you as a victim of 
polio. I wish we had stem cell research 
50 years ago so we could regrow the 
muscle in my leg, and I would be 
whole, and I could play on the baseball 
team that the Congress has going to 
play next month. But I can’t do it. 

We didn’t have that research. We 
didn’t have stem cells. We have it 
today. We need to invest it for the peo-
ple of the 20th century and to cure ill-
ness. Please, Mr. President, sign the 
bill. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

DEMOCRATS ARE TAXING AND 
SPENDING 

(Mr. AKIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, congres-
sional Democrats are looking to fund 
$190 billion in spending projects. How-
ever, they don’t have $190 billion. So 
the Democrats seem to be disguising 
the truth from the American people by 
playing hide and seek. They are hiding 
$190 billion by claiming it’s in a reserve 
fund. But there isn’t any reserve fund. 

So where will $190 billion come from? 
Well, the Democrats have voted to ter-
minate the Republican tax cuts of 2001 
through 2003. The money will come 
from the American taxpayers. 

As much as I strongly disagree with 
tax increases, the least the Democrats 
can do is to level with the American 
people. 

Rather than playing hide and seek, 
the Democrats should have the polit-
ical courage to admit that they are 
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