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I am proud to also recognize the
many accomplishments of Glazer ele-
mentary students, which is undoubt-
edly the direct result of the hard work
and dedication of its students, faculty
and staff. Glazer was recently selected
as a Leadership School by the Schools
of the 21st Century and enjoys the dis-
tinction of being awarded the $100,000
Skillman Improvement Grant, the
highest award among six elementary
schools included in the 2007 high per-
forming category out of 300 Detroit ele-
mentary schools. This grant is ex-
pected to help fund several worthwhile
initiatives, including a GED certificate
program and the purchase of additional
computers to assist parents of Glazer
students who have not completed high
school.

The principal of B. Benedict Glazer
Elementary School, Florene
McMurtry, has served the Detroit Pub-
lic School system in various positions
for 35 years. Her passion for education
is illustrated by the many notable suc-
cesses she has enjoyed throughout her
career as an educator. An example of
her innovative approach to education
was the partnership she helped form
between Glazer Elementary School and
Temple Beth El in 1998 to provide fi-
nancial resources and tutors for stu-
dents through the Glazer Elementary
Ada S. and Rabbi B. Benedict Glazer
Memorial Fund. Mrs. McMurtry also
established the tradition of presenting
dictionaries as the Glazer Memorial
Prize to honor the most outstanding
boy and girl student for Class Day. In
2001, Mrs. McMurtry established the
InsideOut Literary Arts Project at
Glazer with a writer-in-residence who
integrates creative writing and drama
in the school curriculum and publishes
the students’ work. To date, seven po-
etry books have been written and pub-
lished.

Mrs. McMurtry has proven herself to
be a devoted educator. Through her
dedicated leadership and the many pro-
grams she has initiated and led, she
has managed to increase parental in-
volvement in school, student access to
resources, and has served as a liaison
between the students and the commu-
nity. In addition, Mrs. McMurtry has
received many accolades over the years
in recognition of her outstanding serv-
ice, including the Principal of the Year
Art Award in 1996 and 2001, the Distin-
guished Service Award, City of Detroit
in 1985 and she was a finalist for Michi-
gan Teacher of the Year in 1984-1985.

I know my colleagues in the Senate
join me in recognizing B. Benedict
Glazer Elementary School on its 40th
anniversary and its principal, Florene
McMurtry, on her impressive record of
service to the Detroit Public School
system.e

——
HONORING GEIGER BROTHERS
e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I
recognize an outstanding, family-

owned small business from my home
State of Maine that recently received
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the Gannett Family Business of the
Year Award from the University of
Southern Maine’s Institute for Family-
Owned Business. A promotional prod-
ucts distributor, Geiger Brothers of
Lewiston has been in operation since
1878. Incredibly, the Geiger family has
been in charge of the business for the
entire time—a total of four generation.

Geiger Brothers was originally found-
ed in Newark, NJ, with a staff of four,
two of whom were Geiger brothers.
Since then, Geiger Brothers has under-
gone dramatic transformations, mov-
ing to Maine over half a century ago,
and expanding to 500 employees be-
tween the Lewiston office and several
field offices. While the Geiger name
may not jump out at people from out-
side of Maine, the name ‘“‘Farmers’ Al-
manac’’ is universally known. Pub-
lished yearly, the ‘‘Farmers’ Almanac”’
is famous for its weather forecasts,
gardening tips, and recipe suggestions.
It is a source of great pride for my
home State of Maine that Geiger
Brothers publishes the ‘“Farmers’ Al-
manac.”

It is no surprise that Geiger Brothers
has won the Gannett Family Business
of the Year Award. In fact, there is no
lack of accomplishment or recognition
in Geiger’s history. The recipient of
the Margaret Chase Smith Maine Qual-
ity Award, the FedEx Gold Level Sup-
plier, and the Maine State Chamber of
Commerce Maine Investors Award,
Geiger’s list of commendations re-
cently grew to include the Advertising
Specialty Institute’s Family Business
of the Year and a 2006 Best Places To
Work In Maine award.

In addition to publishing the world-
renowned ‘“‘Farmers’ Almanac,” Geiger
Brothers has consistently lived by a
philosophy of community service.
When, in 1988, the company ‘‘adopted”
the Montello Elementary School in
Lewiston, then-President George H.W.
Bush awarded them with a ‘“‘Point of
Light” in celebration of their service
and volunteerism. Since then, Geiger
Brothers has continued to organize
similar partnerships across Maine, and
the company’s employees have donated
their time to worthwhile causes all
across the Lewiston-Auburn area. In
addition, employees live by ‘“‘The Gei-
ger Way,” a set of values focused on re-
spect for all involved in the business,
from employees to clients and every-
one in between. The generous and be-
nevolent spirit of Geiger Brothers is as-
suredly a shining example to all small
businesses.

Congratulations to Gene Geiger, CEO
and president; to Peter Geiger, execu-
tive vice president; and to all of Geiger
Brothers’ accomplished employees on
their most recent honor, and all of the
awards they have received. It is no
wonder that Geiger Brothers has been
recognized so consistently throughout
the years with their dedication and
willingness to serve. I wish them con-
tinued success and many more editions
of the ‘“Farmers’ Almanac.’’®

June 20, 2007

REPORT OF THE VETO OF 8. 5,
THE STEM CELL RESEARCH EN-
HANCEMENT ACT OF 2007—PM 18

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was ordered to be held at
the desk:

To the Senate of the United States:

I am returning herewith without my
approval S. 5, the ““Stem Cell Research
Enhancement Act of 2007.”

Once again, the Congress has sent me
legislation that would compel Amer-
ican taxpayers, for the first time in our
history, to support the deliberate de-
struction of human embryos.

In 2001, I announced a policy to ad-
vance stem cell research in a way that
is ambitious, ethical, and effective. I
became the first President to make
Federal funds available for embryonic
stem cell research, and my policy did
this in ways that would not encourage
the destruction of embryos. Since then,
my Administration has made more
than $130 million available for research
on stem cell lines derived from em-
bryos that had already been destroyed.
We have also provided more than $3 bil-
lion for research on all forms of stem
cells, including those from adult and
other non-embryonic sources.

This careful approach is producing
results. It has contributed to proven
therapeutic treatments in thousands of
patients with many different diseases.
And it is opening the prospect of new
discoveries that could transform lives.
Researchers are now developing prom-
ising new techniques that offer the po-
tential to produce pluripotent stem
cells, without having to destroy human
life—for example, by reprogramming
adult cells to make them function like
stem cells.

Technical innovation in this difficult
area is opening up new possibilities for
progress without conflict or ethical
controversy. Researchers pursuing
these kinds of ethically responsible ad-
vances deserve support, and there is
legislation in the Congress to give
them that support. Bills supporting al-
ternative research methods achieved
majority support last year in both the
House and the Senate. Earlier this
spring another bill supporting alter-
native research won overwhelming ma-
jority support in the Senate, and I call
on House leaders to pass similar legis-
lation that would authorize additional
funds for ethical stem cell research. We
cannot lose the opportunity to conduct
research that would give hope to those
suffering from terrible diseases and
help move our Nation beyond the con-
troversies over embryo destruction. I
invite policymakers and scientists to
come together to solve medical prob-
lems without compromising either the
high aims of science or the sanctity of
human life.

S. 5, like the bill I vetoed last year,
would overturn today’s carefully bal-
anced policy on stem cell research.
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