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owes Lance Corporal Burke and his fellow sol-
diers a great debt of gratitude for their service.

—————

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2007

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2641) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2008, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chairman, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 2641, the Energy and
Water and Related Agencies Appropriations
Bill for Fiscal Year 2008. | would like to thank
Chairman VIscLOSKY and the Energy and
Water Subcommittee for drafting a bill that
clearly defines what our Nation’s priorities
should be in promoting and developing sus-
tainable energy sources as well as taking a
firm approach to dealing with our Nation’s nu-
clear weapons complex.

This Energy and Water Appropriations bill is
making two very important statements. The
first relates to our Nation’s energy path and
climate change. | believe this bill starts to di-
rect us to where we should be—which is on a
sustainable energy course. By increasing the
investment we are making to sustainable en-
ergy sources, we are making a commitment to
developing an energy plan that promotes re-
newable energy, promotes efficiency and pro-
motes conservation.

Last year, | criticized the Energy and Water
bill for continuing the status quo and for not
putting us on a path for a sustainable energy
future. Today, the bill we are considering is
vastly different. We have increased by 52 per-
cent over the President’s budget for energy ef-
ficiency and renewable energy programs. This
funding is used for energy efficiency programs
such as technologies to make buildings more
efficient and programs like EnergyStar. This
bill also provides significant funding for alter-
native energy sources such as biomass, solar,
and hydropower. These are the technologies
of the near future and we must make the in-
vestment now.

Equally important is the public policy state-
ment that this bill makes about nuclear non-
proliferation and how we as a Nation bring ra-
tionality to our own nuclear weapons complex.
Last year Congress approved a nuclear co-
operation agreement with India. That deal, |
believe, created a more dangerous and unsta-
ble world. We spoke at great length about the
details of this cooperative agreement. We
spoke at great length about how good a friend
India is to us. We talked about the so-called
reality of an imperfect ability to control the mili-
tarization of nuclear reactions. | said last year
during that debate, that if we really believe
that nuclear proliferation and loose nukes are
the greatest threat to world peace and secu-
rity, as | do, then we should be holding on to
every tool we can find to prevent that threat.

That is why | am pleased that this bill sends
a clear message about how we view our nu-
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clear weapons complex. | believe that instead
of wasting billions of additional dollars on a
nuclear weapons program we don’t need and
that would only undermine our global non-
proliferation efforts, our country should be dis-
mantling its excess nuclear weapons and
working to get other nuclear powers to join us
in the effort to create a world free of nuclear
weapons. Equally important, our country
should be expanding its effort to secure loose
or inadequately safeguarded nuclear materials
in the former Soviet states. Securing these
materials is our best insurance policy against
terrorists getting their hands on such material
and using it against us or our allies. For these
reasons, | am pleased that the Energy and
Water bill cuts the Department of Energy’s
portion of the RRW program. We must set a
global example, and this is a start on moving
us towards global nonproliferation.

Also, by way of my background as a sci-
entist and researcher at the Princeton Plasma
Physics Lab, | understand how essential it is
to fully invest in programs like the Fusion En-
ergy Sciences Program. | applaud the $427.9
million investment in this program. Never has
a national commitment to fusion energy re-
search been more timely or important to our
Nation’s energy future than it is right now. Fu-
sion energy is the power of the sun and the
stars, and holds the promise to become an ec-
onomical, safe and clean domestic energy
source. Fusion is an energy source that has
the potential to increase our national energy
security, while also decreasing overall world
carbon dioxide emissions. | am glad to see
that the Committee has decided to honor our
Nation’s commitment to ITER, which is a
seven nation fusion program being developed
currently in Cadarache, France, by allocating
$160 million in funding. The remaining $267.9
million will allow the United States to be com-
petitive in the development and deployment of
fusion energy and to train and retrain the next
generation of young fusion researchers who
will be expected to work on ITER and in the
field of fusion energy research beyond ITER.

This is a good start for an energy appropria-
tions bill. | thank the Chairman for his co-
operation and leadership on this bill and | urge
my colleagues to support it.

CELEBRATING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF TITLE IX OF THE
EDUCATION AMENDMENTS OF
1972 AND RECOGNIZING THE
NEED TO CONTINUE PURSUING
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS

SPEECH OF

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, this week, we celebrate the 35th an-
niversary of the signing of title IX into law.
Title IX was enacted on June 23, 1972, and it
marked a major milestone for American
women.

Title IX is a deceptively simple piece of leg-
islation, requiring that “no person in the United
States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded
from participation in, be denied the benefits of,
or be subjected to discrimination under any
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education program or activity receiving Fed-
eral financial assistance.” Who knew that one
unpretentious sentence could accomplish so
much? But title IX has provided the framework
for an America that finally guaranteed a truly
equal education for men and women.

The positive effects of this legislation are
evident. Women now have the opportunity to
participate in any sport they desire. Before title
IX, two-time Olympic gold medalist Donna de
Varona was effectively forced to retire from
amateur swimming at the age of 17 because
no American colleges were offering women
scholarships in swimming or most other com-
petitive sports. But today, just a generation
later, NCAA women’s sports and professional
female sports leagues such as the WNBA are
thriving and giving women everywhere
chances to be superstars that they've never
had before.

But | think the most telling effect of title IX
is the fact that today, more women than men
are attending college. Equal education for
women was rare before 1972, when many law
and medical schools allowed a maximum of
15 women in per year, and when women were
often shut out of classes such as criminal jus-
tice and auto mechanics. Today, well over half
of all undergraduate college students are
women—and women outnumber men in grad-
uate school enrollment, including high-paying,
high-powered professional programs like law.

Title IX was all about opportunities. Title 1X
gave women new chances that they had never
had before, and today, it is easy to see that
women around the country are taking full ad-
vantage of them. While you might be able to
name only a few famous women making news
at the turn of the 20th century, it wouldn’t take
you more than a minute to name dozens—
maybe even hundreds—of female news mak-
ers at the turn of the 21st century. It's amaz-
ing how many outstanding women have
carved out careers in journalism, science, law,
politics, sports, and the arts—and disheart-
ening to imagine the amazing women of the
past who were never given the chance. | am
excited to see what today’s little girls will do
with the opportunities title IX will provide to
them.

———

CALLING ON UNITED NATIONS SE-
CURITY COUNCIL TO CHARGE
IRANIAN PRESIDENT WITH CER-
TAIN VIOLATIONS BECAUSE OF
HIS CALLS FOR DESTRUCTION
OF ISRAEL

SPEECH OF

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of this resolution honoring Title
IX and the woman who played a key role in
its passage, Congresswoman Patsy Mink. |
was privileged to serve with Patsy on the Edu-
cation and Labor Committee from the time |
started serving in 1993. She took me under
her wing and was a true mentor to me, inspir-
ing me with her example.

There has been no stronger voice in Con-
gress for girls, women, and minorities than
Patsy’s. Her work here has touched countless
women’s lives. Women today don’t have to
face the barriers and discrimination that Patsy
faced when applying to graduate school.
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